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EDITORIAL RAMBLINGS

As I sit down to write this
journal, it appears that I am
in one of my nostalgic moods.
Could have something to do with
the fact that I just passed the
big 66, and I don't mean Route
66. Or, perhaps it has
something to do with the fact
that in May of 1983, the first
ever Hysterical Newsletter was
published.

As you can see from the
attached copy of Volume 1,
Number 1 it started 10 vyears
ago as a simple typewritten
four page listing of what was
happened within the National
Historical Committee. With the
exception of "Joe", all players
are still in the game and doing
their thing in behalf of CAP
History.

0Of course there have Dbeen
additions and subtractions to
the Committee, but the "old
timers" remain stalwart in
their devotion.

Other things have changed. We
now have an honest to goodness
History Program within CAP.
This was the result of early
Committee action in getting the
initial requlations and other
guidance written and published
after a long uphill battle.
Remember, when we started, CAP
had no organized program to
preserve its rich heritage.

Our newsletter has expanded to
where it is a reasonably well
prepared professional reference
to what is going on and serves
as a preservation vehicle in
itself. The computer, as a word
processor has replaced the
typewriter. This is a mixed
blessing and brings forth an
apology for the lateness of

this issue. The Editor's system
ran out of memory. In an
attempt at a '"cheap" fix an
external disk drive was
purchased to add additional
storage <capacity. From the
beginning, it gave problems
This reached the point where a
complete system failure was
encountered. Work with the
manufacturer over the next
several weeks produced two
results. First the manufacturer
admitted that he had made a
piece of junk. Secondly, under
duress, he returned the
Editor's money. I think it had
something to do with my
informing him that I was a
qualified Bomb Disposal Officer
who hadn't forgotten his trade.
Anyway, the subject device has
been replaced with a standard
device. Moral, you get what you
pay for or there ain't no frec
lunches in the computer
business.

One of the many enrichments
which has been added 1is a
cover. Committee Artist Lee
Ragan decided that we should
have a cover, and rather than
talk about it, in his usual
manner he produced one for
Issue 2 and has been doing sco
ever since. I thought it would
be fun for the newer readers to
see what I consider our finest
hour as far as covers are
concerned. By the way, I call
this one The CAP Historian.

So dear readers, as we head
into the sunset of the next ten
years, let's all continue to
strive to preserve the rich
history of those who have
preceded us.

LES



ABOUT THE COVER

As mentioned above, it was
resurrected from the archives
for this issue with the

masthead being added to 1its
original form. Again, another
Lee Ragan innovation. I'm not
sure, but Lee probably used as
an inspiration either my
"office" or his. However, I
suspect it is representative of
both of them and many others.

NATIONAL BOARD MEETING

Although there will not be a
Historical Seminar at this
year's National Board Meeting,
there will be an open National
Historical Committee Meeting.
It will be held on Friday, 13
August 1993 commencing at 1300
hours in the Town and Country
Hotel. Consult the meeting
program for any last minute
changes. All Region/Wing
Historians and other interested
parties (including all members
of the NHC) are invited to
attend. Please be prepared to
discuss items relating directly
to the Historical Program.

I will arrive early Wednesday
afternoon, so if any of you
want to talk history, contact
me at one of the local antique
shops.

CROFFORD NAMED HOY

Lieutenant <Colonel Helen L.
Crofford, CAP, Arizona Wing
Historian, has been name as
Historian of the Year for the
calendar year of 1992. Many of
vou will remember Helen for her
dramatic presentation in one of
our seminars on the origin of
the Arizona Wing Patch. She has
consistently produced Superior
Wing History and 1is well
deserving of this honor.

For your information, the
following is a 1list of Wing
Historians of the Year:

1984-MAJ Helenmerie Walker,
CAP - Oregon

1985-COL Lance J. Edwards, CAP
- Montana

1986-LTC Elizabeth J. Sedita,
CAP - Florida

1987-LTC Nelson L. Ragan, CAP
-Texas

1988-LTC Allan F. Pogorzelski,
CAP - New York

1989-MAJ Elaine K. Hoch, CAP -
Kansas

1990-MAJ Gregory F.Weidenfeld,
CAP - New Jersey

1991-MAJ William L. Kidney,
CAP - Ohio

1992-LTC Helen L.
CAP - Arizona

Crofford,

These have been the real
pacesetters in the preparation
of Wing Histories and in their
local historical activities.




MADSEN GETS THE BIRD

Pictured at the bottom of the

preceding page is the
Committee's own LHowtenant
Colonel William "Bill™" D.

Madsen, CAP. At the recent
Rocky Mountain Region
Conference Bill was promoted to
the rank of "Bird" Colonel. In
his presentation remarks
General Barry expressed that
this promotion was " in
recognition of continuous
service for 51 years in Civil
Air Patrol in Cadet Training,

Aerospace Education and
Emergency Service/Air Search
and Rescue." Bill is pictured

in his World War II uniform as
worn when he served with the
Second Air Force Courier
Service. So let's all
congratulate Bill for on this
singular occasion in a long and
illustrious CAP Career.

1992 ANNUAL HISTORIES

I was pleasantly surprised to
note both the gquantity and
quality of Wing Histories
received for the calendar year
of 1992, All are to  be
congratulated for their
submission in spite of the fact
that there would be no point
award under the now defunct
CAP-MAP Program. This activity
speaks well for the motivation
of those who took the time and
put forth the effort to
preserve the history of their
Wings primarily because it was
the right thing to do.

The time consuming critiquing
of them on an individual basis
is in progress. Critique sheets
will be forwarded to each of
the individuals involved as
soon as time permits.

AND FOR THE FUNNY BONE

All of us fall into the use of
some type of jargon from time
to time. Be it computerese,
local phrases or others, the
mind has always been capable of
developing colorful language.
Perhaps the greatest minds in
this area belong to the
military. Case is point is the

attached article "Soldier
Speak."
DISTRIBUTION

Members NHC
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HYSTERICAL NEWSLETTER

VoLume 1 Mumeer 1, May 1©83

EDITORIAL:

Talking with Len the other day reminded me that we don't have a way of keeping

up with overall committee progress and that of individual members. This then
constitutes a real void. In order to fill this void I propese to try to produce
this "Hysterical Newsletter" on a whenever (preferably monthly) basis. The title:
"Hysterical Newsletter" of course is a corruption of our more serious nature which
would indicate the more staid approach of calling it "Historical Newsletter". The
former was chosen as a title in theé hope ‘that we can interject a bit of humor into
what all of us have a tendency teo treat at times too seriously. What we're doing

is important but let's not lose sight of the fact that we're doing it for recreation.
With this in mind, anyone have any good clean CAP jokes? - Les

MEMBER PROGRESS

Len: Working away on regulation chronologies. Just received copy of his outstand-
ing job on Observer Guide, Flight Management, Cadet Program, National Cadet Compe-
tition, CAPC Special Activity, and Senior Training Program. Charts indicate many,
many hours of hard work on the part of Len.

Louisa: Would you believe, already working on the third ten years. The first 10
went over great with around 50 copies already on order. To be printed by the book-
store. Let the world know about availability and what a terrific job she has and
is continuing to do.

Allan: Hard at work on article for "American History Illustrated". Subject to be
Wartime Missions. Let's all welcome Allan as the latest addition to the committee.

Joe: Mostly trying to recover from trying to recreate a smoking hole in the ground
with his own bedy. Hope this finds him in better health after his recent jumping
accident. Correspondence indicates he is still hard at work on his Coastal Patrol
and POW research.

Lee: Still plugging away at CAP as well as other collecting. Plans on updating his
insignia catalog before too long.

Axel: Seems to have misdirected his efforts as of late in that he's letting his work
(for pay) interfere with hysterical activities. For those of you who are not aware
of it, Axel did an outstanding job of having The Company of Military Historians
publish a Uniform Plate on Civil Air Patrol Uniforms a few years back. Why don't we
all encourage him to do more of the same.

Tom: Tom's about like Axel in that he's got a bad case of workalism. ©Ch well!
Someone has to defend us dumb CAP pilots not to mention the corporation. Tom's

interest in things legislative and organizational will i1l out our research efforts.



Bob: For those of you who don't know it yet, Colonel Robert J. Hunt, USAF just
replaced Jim Hannan as our headquarters advisor. This move was made in preparation
for Jim's retirement from the Air Force in the too near future.

Les: As usual, still consumed by Coastal Patrol Research (going blind on the micro-
film reader). BHas recently been known to stick his nose into such things as prep-
aration for National Board Meeting, Wing Historical Policy, getting Historical Notes
started and bothering all and sundry within his dysentary of the fountain pen. oOral
histories are progressing with 6 recorded and another 6 scheduled within the next
couple of weeks. '

RECORDS ACCUMULATION

When you add Len's aforementioned chronclogies to Louisa's chronology of early rules,
letters and the like plus Les' chronologies, we have come a long way. To summarize,
we now have rounded up the majority of the publications listed on the following
chronologies:

By Louisa General Memorandum 1942-1943
CAP Bulletins 1942-1944
CAP Instructions 1943
Cadet Instructions 1943
Operations Directives 1942
Operations Memorandum 1942
Coastal Patrol Circulars 1942-1943

other specific references

(NOTE: primarily intended for Uniform and Insignia
Research. Perhaps with a little encouragement after
completion of the 4th ten years a listing by title
and years would help our inventory project.)

By Len Observers Guide CAPM 50-5
Flight Mgt CAPM 60-1 & Related items
CAPC Program Early Memorandum

CAPM 30-2
CAPM 50-6
CAPM 50-16
Nat'l Cadet Comp. CAPR 50-12
CAPP 65
CAPP 66
CAP Special Activity Numerous
Sr Training Program CAPM 50-17
CAPR 50-1
CAPR 50-3
CAPR 50-9
CAPR 50-10
CAPR 35-5
By Les Uniforms CAPM 39-1
Decorations, Ribbons & Cert. CAPR 35-4
Medals, Ribbons & Cert. CAPR 39-3
Flight Management CAPM ©60-1
Supply and Maintenance AFR 65-63

Air Force Regulations various



8,/10/43
10/26/44
10/20/48
1/4/54
12/28/58
12/54
1/24/58
9/15/58
1/12/59
5-20-60
1953
11/15/55
10/18/61
6/22/66
4/10/67
10/20/67
6/20/68
8/19/70
6/23/71
12/54
3/1/57
1/24/58
9/15/58
1/12/59
11/15/55
1/1/54
5/23/55
3/18/57
4/30/58
9/11/44
8/21/44
2/10/45
6/18/65
8/21/67
5/23/44
1957
1964
6/64
12/15/64
12/54
1/56
9/66
1/20/67
1/4/54
4/56
2/2/59
3/6/59
6,/66
4/67
7/3/74
4/17/70
8/19/70
6/22/66

General Memorandum 94
General Memorandum 95
War Dept. Ltr from AG

CG AAF Letter
CAPR 50-1
CAPR 35-7
CAPL 35-8

Cl to CAPR 35-4
C2 to CAPR 35-4
C2 to CAPR 35-4
C3 to CAPR 35-4

CAPL 39-3
CAPR 900-1
CAPR 35-14
Cl CAPR 39-3
CAPR 39-3
CAPR 39-3

Cl CAPR 39-3
C2 CAPR 39-3
C3 CAPR 39-3
CAPR 39-3
CAPR 35-4
CAPR 35-4

Cl CAPR 35-4
C2 CAPR 35-4
C3 CAPR 35-4
CAPR 35-~14
CAPR 30-8

Cl CaPR 30-8
C2 CAPR 30-8
CAPL 35-1
AAF Reg 20-18
AAF Reg 65-63

AAF Reg 65-63A

CAPM 60-1
Cl CAPM 60-1

CAPC Memo 50-18

CAPM 30-2
CAPR 50-6
cCaPM 50-16

Cl capM 50-16
CAPM 900-1
CAPM 900-1
CAPM 50-9

Cl CAPM 50-9
CAPR 900-7
CAPM 900-2
CAPL 30-1
CAPL 30-2
CAPM 50-10

Cl CaPM 50-10
CAPM 50-17
CAPR 50-1

Cl CAPR 50-1
CAPR 35-5

WANT LIST
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If you have it, please make a copy available to those needing it.

NEW ITEMS AVAILABLE

Found in the back room at National Headqguarters those publications listed on the
attached list of miscellaneous publications. Anyone wanting them should advise

Les and they will be shipped to you. A copy of the elusive CAPL 39-1 of 7 December
1959 is attached for all.

RECENT ACQUISITIONS

Unit History CP Base 9 Grand Isle, La.

Unit History CP Base 21 Beaufort, N.C.

Air Medal engraved to pilot for CAP active duty with Civil Air Patrol.
To be used for display at AF museum.

MATERIAL WANTED

Please! Submit material for inclusion in future issues. This one is a bit long
but that's the way inventories run.

Les
May 1983

DISTRIBUTION:

Members, NHC
Gen'l Brookfield
Gen'l Miller



MISCELLANEOUS CAP PUBLICATIONS

CAPM 20-1 Region Position Descriptions
Part 1

Rugust 1964

(Supercedes issue

dated May 1961)

capM 20-1 Wing Position Descriptions
Part 2
May 1961

(Supercedes issue
dated July 1958)

CAPM 20-1 Group Position Descriptions
Part 3

May 1961

(Supercedes issue

dated July 1958)

CAPM 20-1 Squadron Position Descriptions
Part 4

May 1961

(Supercedes issue

dated July 1958)

CAP-USAFM 35-1 Military Personnel CAP-USAF Personnel
1 September 1965 Procedures
(Supercedes

CRP-USAFR 34-1, 6 Sept 60
CAP-USAFR 35-1, 28 Feb 54
CAP-USAFR 35-2, 4 Jan 61
CAP-USAFR 35-5, 3 Oct 60
CAP-USAFR 36-2, 1 Nov 63
CAP-USAFR 36-3, 22 July 60
CAP-USAFR 39-1, 15 Sep 60
CAP-USAFR 171-1, 6 Jan 61
CAP-USAFR 171-1A, 28 Aug 62)

CAPM 50-16 The Civil Air Patrol Cadet Program
June 1964

(Supercedes CAPM

50-16, BAug 61)

CAPM 50-17 The Civil Air Patrol Senior Member Training
22 June 66 Program and Incentive Awards System
Change 3 to CAPM 100-1 Communications

of February 1966
dated 15 July 1967

CAPM 100-1 Communications
July 1970

(Supercedes CAPM 100-1,

20 April 1968)



capM 190-1
July 1966
(Supercedes

CAPR 190-1, 20 Aug 64
CAPR 190-2, 19 Jun 64
CAPR 190-3, 19 Jun 64
CAPR 190-4, 18 Jun 64

CAPR 190-5, 8 Jun 65

CAPR 190-6, 21 Mar 66

CAPR 190-2, May 63
CH 1 to CAPM 190-2,

CAPP 2
February 1962

CAPP 3
June 1963

CAPP 20

December 1965
(Supercedes CAPP 20,
20 Jan 65)

CAPP 21
Undated

CAPP 26
June 1961

CAPP 33
Jan 1964

CcAapPP 37
April 1964

CAPL 35-3

15 September/X0
& Change 1 dated
25 November 1960

UNNUMBERED LETTER
5 October 1961

CAPL 39-1
7 December 1959

Unnumbered Handbook
15 January 1965

Unnumbered Handbook
dated 15 June 1965

Oct 64

Information Officers Handbook

This too is your Parish
The Chaplaincy, Civil Air Patrol

Civil Air Patrol Fund Raising
for Public Service

CAP Academic Scholarships and Grants

The Teaching-Learning Process

Hand Signals for Taxiing Aircraft

Model Aircraft Laboratory

Senior Member Study Guide Phase II

Indoctrination

Program to stimulate increased Senior
Membership

New Instruction to Unit Commander for
Obtaining Contributing Patrons

Personnel - General

Chaplains Handbook

How to sponsor a Civil Air Patrol Cadet
Squadron



From “jar heads”
and “dog faces” to
Uncle Sam’s
“nuclear coffee,”

the verbal inven-

tiveness of the
troops lives on. BY TOM KELLY

- ront line soldiers have adwavs coined pet

“expressions Lo describe the exasperating
world around then. and o newlv ined
batch arose during our most recent wal
s the Persian Gull. The targets chosern by the

service members involved in Desert Shicid and

Desert Storm are the same ones that have atliacted

thie attention ol soldiers and sadlors simwee oo st

came over the Alps. And considering the fimited
time at their disposal, the yvoung men and women
sweating it out in the desert were remarkably adept

B TR

at verbal inventveness
The least harsh names and phrases were direct-
ed at members ol the opposite sex. Once i current
use, the anatomically descriptive BAM- - ihcanimg,
approximately, "broad beamed Marines™—was Iclt
over from World War II. but BMO, usced Lo desceribe
the mysterious, veiled and shrouded
Arabian women, was invented
on the spot. This acronyin
Lranshites 1o "hlack moving
object.”

The toops most iHpo-
lite inventions were aimed.
not surprisingly. at the
folks in charge. particulir-

98 THE RETIRED OFFICER MAGAZINEJANUARY 1993



ly the ones back at headquarters, remote from
harm’s way. The military’s fondness for acronyms,
which gave us SNAFU in World War 11 (of which
more in a moment), has been, once more, a source
of inspiration. HMFIC can be rendered politely as
“head military figure in charge,” but the popular,
more pungent version substitutes a familiar obscen-
ity found chalked on big city walls for the words
“military figure.” The same variations are possible in
REMFs, which is used to denote those in the rear
echelon. A headquariers soldier (or a journalist) sit-
ting out the war at Dhahran International Hotel's
Joint Information Bureau in Saudi Arabia was
called & "JIB rat” and held in similar disregard by
"sand-biters," those troopers who were swellering in
the desert heat.

Cutting the enemy down to size was anaother
popular pastime. Saddam Hussein became
"Sammy” and SCUD missiles became “spuds,” or
haphazardly flung potatoes. Both, unfortunately,
could be lethal, but they were seen as basically
more bluster than threat. CNN television, which
inevitably repeated itself over and over in the course
of 24 hours, became "SCUD-a-vision” in recognition
of the early days of televised war coverage when the
only available action shots were the converging
lights in the sky of Patriot missiles rising to knock
out the Iraqi missiles.

The available food, always nutritious but not
always tasty, was likewise given proper attention.
MREs, those painfully familiar “meals ready to eat.”
became “meals refused by Ethiopians”; and a mix of
water and the cocoa, coffee, creamer and sugar
found in the MRE and served in a canteen cup
made “nuclear coffee.”

Then there were the names of affectionate deri-
sion that one group of front line troops gave anoth-
er: Helicopter pilots were called “rotor heads” and
tank crews “tread heads.” Special service [orces,
who to some seemed to be constantly in training,
were dubbed “tree eaters.”

Some slang focused on the horrendous potentials
of this particular war, potentials that, fortunately,
did not become realities. To be “mopped” meant to
go into a "mission oriented protective posture,” com-
pletely covered in rubber gloves and boots, charcoal-
lined jacket and pants and a gas mask—gear
designed to protect the wearer from nuclear, biclogi-
cal or chemical attack. If one was not mopped in
time, one could go "sludding.” This term refers to
the nightmarish consequences of being unprepared
for a chemical attack, when, according to military
manuals, the victim "salivates, ‘lachrymates’
(weeps), urinates and defecates.”

Considering the blessed shortness of their war,
the young men and women of Desert Storm did
their part to enrich the military vocabulary, but it is

generally acknowledged -
that the all-time
champion expan-
ders were the
doughboys of
World War 1
and the Gls
of World /A }
War 1. el
Robert L. Chapman,
author of The
Dictionary of
American Slang, says those
wars “probably gave us more general slang than any
other events in history.”

World War I, to stick to the printable. provided
“shavetail” for second lieutenant, “cootie” for head

lice, "acting Jack™ for a temporary sergeant and. ol

course, “doughboy” for the infantryman. (The war in
the Persian Gulf was over before the troops got
around to giving themselves a distinclive collective
name.) World War [ also made “Yank" a worldwide
synonym for any American, southern as well as
northern. Brilish soldiers in World War | used the
term “blighty” to describe a wound that was severe
enough to get the recipient a furlough home but was
not permanently incapacilating. To the American
Expeditionary Force, “over there" was Europe, or
more particularly France, in realily as well as song.
The long trench war stalemate prior to America's
entry into the first World War, when the Germans
and the Allies faced each other across fields
churned up by endless shot and shell, produced the
grim phrases “over the top™ for the first move in a
head-on attack, and "no man’s land" for the field
immediately ahead.

World War Il enlivened the language as much. if
not more than World War 1. Its most notable linguis-
tic achievement was probably the made-up acronym
mentioned earlier, SNAFU, which had two transla-
tions. The one used in hometown newspapers was
“situation normal, all fouled up." Creative spin-oils
of this classic included FUBAR, “fouled up beyond
all recognition,” and TARFU, for “things arc really
fouled up.” The word “fouled,” of course, was never
used by soldiers. sailors or Marines, and its equiva-
lent became an essential and incessant part of the
working vocabulary of millions of members of the
armed forces. (If "millions” seems high, remember
that some 13 million Americans were in uniform,
and it is probably safe to say that at least one or lwo
out of 10 were frequent users.)

Jeep, the universal and still current name for the
Army’s beloved General Purpose vehicle, was
derived originally from the inilials GP. But the popu-
larity of the word was reinforced by the fact that it
was also the name ol an odd-looking but lovable
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creature in the comic strip “Thimble Thealre,” star-
ring Popeye. Gl. the ordinary soldier's mildly derisive
name for himsell. most likely comes from the
Covernment Issue (ag that was altached to such mat-
ter-ol-fact items as shoes. Bul there is the added
confusing [act that. in the case of the big containers
called Gl cans. the GI stood for galvanized iron.

As applied to soldiers, Gl was relatively compli-
mentary; Army (oot sloggers also called themselves
“dog laces,” relerred Lo their fellows in the Navy as
“swabbies.” or "swab jockeys"—swab being a Navy
term for mop-—and to the Marines as “jar heads.”
Sailors, on the other hand. called Marines “sea-
going bellhops,” though usually not to their faces.

Low-ranking officers in all the services, converied
Irom college boys to second licutenants and ensigns
i three months at Oflicer Candidate Schools, were
called "90-day wonders.” In general, the higher ranks
were shown more respect: They were
brass in the Army and gold braid in
the Navy, terms that expressed nei-
ther approval nor dislike, and the
ranking officer was called the
“old man.” often with almost
filial alfection.

The Navy, perhaps be-
cause of the general lack of *
distractions at sea. was /
perhaps the most inventive
ol the services: Food was
referred to by meta-
phors that were always =
vulgar and often obscene. The frequent
breakfast item, creamed beel on toast.

was always called something scato-
logical “on a shingle.”

The Navy coflee, which was always
hot and available and frequently well-
brewed, was usually spoken of with
approval as “Joc” or "Jamoke" and only
occasionally as "mud.” The condensed
milk with which it could be diluted was
called “canned cow.” since there was a
picture of bossy on the paper wrap-
ping,

W

Engine room sailors were
called "snipes,” and
cceentric sailors and
Marines were termed
“Asialic” on the theory

that prolonged duty in the

Beware those haphazardly flung “spud” missiles!
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Far East drove people
crazy. All sailors of
Polish descent were
called “ski,” the entire
continent of North Ameri-
ca was called “the beach”
by sea-going sailors, and
loud-mouthed sailors of strik-
ing incompetence were called
“seagulls,” the point being that they
did nothing but eat and squawk and were protected
by the government.

The Marines’ most memorable contribution was
perhaps “gung-ho.” meaning. of course, able, willing
and eager. To aging and sometimes deafl ears, the
still familiar World War I rallying cry has a ring that
is missing in the similar “good to go” that came out
of the Gull more recently.

Military contributions to the vernacular slowed
during the Korean War, which followed closely on
the heels of World War Il and was fought by troops
familiar with World War II's rich harvest of words
and phrases. Fighters in Korea pretty much stuck
with the vocabulary already available to them,-but
they did come up with M.A.S.H.. for Medical and
Surgical Hospital. an acronym that became the title
ol a movie and a hit television series still shown in
reruns all over the country. i

Vietnam, by contrast. provided a bumper vocab-
ulary of its own. much of it reflecting the grim reali-
ties ol that particular war. "Grunt.” the name for the
basic soldier, totally replaced GI and “dog face.”
“Frag.” a verb, which at first was a simple descrip-
tion of the consequences of an exploding hand
grenade was, disturbingly, later focused on the
cflects of a grenade tossed by an angry grunt into
an unpopular officer's tent.

Vietnam's soldiers, enmeshed in what seemed to
be a war without end. reflected their sense of isolation
in the phrase "in country.” which separated Vietnam
from every place else. When a grunt went to, say.
Hong Kong for an interlude of rest and recreation,
he said. “I'm going out in the world,” sounding like a
nun who had decided to go over the wall.

The phrase that offers the best snapshot of what
life in Vietnam was like is probably “living on the
cconomy.” [l meant that the fortunate' man in ques-
tion had an apartment and his own live-in girl-
friend. The underlying suggestion is that she: or
possibly he, was also dealing profitably on the black
market. P

While not the mother of all languages, military

jargon has achieved a name for itsell throughout

history as a means of helping soldiers tolerate their
surroundings. And often, though not always valit:
dated by the dictionary, soldicr speak makes its way
into American speak as well. ' H"jlf

Tom Kelly is a ,inumru’rwr with The Washington Times i
Washinoton, D.(

This is his first artiele for The Retired
Officer .‘\!ng:w,lm '



