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EDITORIAL RAMBLINGS

As I sit down to write this
journal, it appears that I am
in one of my nostalgic moods.
Could have something to do with
the fact that I just passed the
big 66, and I don't mean Route
66. Or, perhaps it has
somet.hing to do with the fact
that in May of 1983, the first
ever Hvsterical Newsletter was
publ-1shed.

As you can see from the
attached copy of Vol-ume L,
Number 1it started 10 years
ago as a simple typewritten
four page listing of what was
happened within the National
Historical Committee. With the
exception of "Joe", aII players
are stil]- in the game and doinq
their thing in behalf of CAP
History,

of course there have been
additions and subtractions to
the Committee, but the "ol-d
timers" remain stalwart in
their devotion.

Other things have changed. we
now have an honest to goodness
History Program within CAP.
This was the result of early
Comnittee action in getting the
initial regulations and other
guidance written and published
after a long uphiII battle.
Remember, when we started, CAP
had no organized program to
preserve its rich heritage,

our newsletter has expanded to
where it is a reasonably well
prepared prof essional ref erence
to what is going on and serves
as a preservation vehicle in
itself. The computer, as a word
processor has replaced the
typewriter. This is a mixed
bJ-essing and brings forth an
apology for the lateness of

this issue. The Editor's system
ran out of memory. In an
attempt at a "cheap" fix an
ext-ernal disk drive was
purchased to add additional-
storage capacity. From the
beginning, it gave problems
This reached the point where a
complete system failure was
encountered. work with the
manufacturer over the next
several weeks produced two
resulLs . Pirst the manufacturer
admit.t.ed that he had made a
piece of junk. Secondly, under
duress, he returned the
Editor's money. I think it had
something to do with my
informing him that I was a
qualified Bomb Disposal of ficer
who hadn't forgoLLen his trade.
Anyway, the subject device has
been replaced wlth a standard
device. Moral, you get what you
pay for or there ain't no f rer:
Iunches in the computer
business.

One of the many enrichmenLs
which has been added is a
cover. Committee Artist Lee
Ragan decided thaL we should
have a cover, and rather than
talk about it, in his usual
manner he produced one for
Issue 2 and has been do.ing so
ever since. I thought it would
be fun for lhe newer readers to
see what I consider our finest
hour as far as covers are
concerned. By the way, I call
this one The CAP Historian.

So dear readers, as we head
inLo the sunset of the next ten
years, let's all- continue to
strive to preserve the ricir
history of those r^/ho have
preceded us.

LES



ABOUT THE COVER

As menLioned above, it was
re s ur rec t- ed from the archives
for this issue wiLh the
masthead being added tro its
original form. Again, another
Lee Ragan innovation. I'm not
sure, but Lee probably used as
an lnspiration either my

"off1ce" or his. However, I
suspect it is representative of
both of them and many others.

NATIONAL BOARD MEETING

Although there will not be a

Hlstorical Seminar at thi.s
year ' s National Board Meeting,
there wiII be an open National
Historical Committee Meeting.
It will be held on Friday, 13

August 1993 commencing at 1300
hours in the Tor,{n and Country
Hotel. Consult the meeting
program for any last minute
changes. Atl Reglon/Wing
Historians and other i nteres ted
parties ( including alI members
of the NHC ) are invited to
attend. Pl.ease be prepared to
discuss items relating directly
to the Historica] Program.

I wiII arrive early Wednesday
afternoon, so if any of you
want to talk history, contact
me at one of the l-ocal antique
s hops .

CROFFORD NAMED HOY

L.ieutenant CoLoneI Hel-en L.
Crof ford, CAP, Arizona Wing
Historian, has been name as
Historian of the Year for the
calendar year of 1992. Many of
you will remember Helen for her
dramatic presentation in one of
our seminars on the origin of
the Arizona i.ling Patch. She has
consistently produced Super i or
wing History and is well
des erv-i ng of this honor.

For your information, the
f ollow j,ng is a list of I'ling
Historians of the Year:

l9 84 -MAJ Helenmerie WaIker.
CAP Oregon

1985 CoL Lance J. Edwards, CAP
- Montana
1986 LTC Ellzabeth J. sed.ita,

CAP Florida
1987-LTC Nelson L. Ragan. CAP
Texas
1988-LTC Allan F. Pogorzelski,

CAP - New York
1989-MAJ Elaine K. Hoch, CAP -

Kansas
19 9 0 -MAJ Gregory F. vleidenfeld,

CAP - New Jersey
1991-MAJ WiIliam L. Kidney,

CAP - Ohlo
1992 LTC Helen L.

CAP - Ari zona
Cro f ford .

These have been the rea.l-
pacesetters in the PreParat lon
of Wing Histor.ies and in their
local historical activities.



MADSEN GETS THE BIRD

Pictured at the bottom of the
preceding page is the
Committee's own {ri€r*te.nan+
Colonel william "BiII" D.
Madsen, CAP. At the recent
Rocky Mountain Region
Conference BilI was promoted to
the rank of "Bird" Colonel . In
his presentation remarks
General Barry expressed that
this promotion was " in
recognition of continuous
service for 51 years in Civil
Air Patrol j-n Cadet Training,
Aerospace Education and
Emergency Service/Air Search
and Rescue. " Bill is pictured
in his World War II uniform as
worn when he served with the
Second Air Force Courier
Service. So let's all
congratufate BilI for on this
singular occasion in a long and
illustrious CAP Career,

1992 ANNUAL HISTORIES

I was pleasantly surprised to
note both the quantity and
quality of Wing Histories
received for the calendar year
of 1992. A1I are to be
congratulated for the ir
submission in spite of the fact
that there would be no point
award under the now defunct
CAP-MAP Program. This activity
speaks well for the motivation
of those who took the time and
put forth the effort to
preserve the history of their
Wings primarily because it was
the right thing to do.

The time consuming crit.iquing
of them on an individual basis
is in progress. Critique sheets
will be forwarded to each of
the -inCividuals involved as
soon as time permits.

AND FOR THE FUNNY BONE

A11 of us faII into the use of
some type of jargon from time
to time. Be it computerese,
local phrases or others, the
mind has always been capable of
developing colorful Ianguage.
Perhaps the greatest minds in
this area belong to the
military. Case is point is the
attached article " Soldier
Speak . "

D I STRI BUT l ON

Members NHC

Members NEC

Region Historians
wing Historians
Selected lnd.ividuals
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EDITORlAL:

Talking with Len the other day reminded me that we don,t have a way of keeping
up with overall committee progress and that of individual members. This Lhen
constitutes a real vold. In order to fill this void I propose to try to produce
this "Hysterlcal Newsletter" on a whenever (preferably monthly) basis. The title. -
"Hysterical Newsletter" of course is a corruption of our more serious nature which
would indicate the more staid approach of calling it "Historical Neh,sietter". The
former v?as chosen as a title in thd hope that we can interject a bit of humor into
rvhal- all of us have a tendency to treat at times too seriously. What we,re doing
is important but fet's not lose sight of the fact that we're doing it for recreation.
with this in mind, anyone have any good clean CAP jokes? - Les

I.1E'.IBER PROGRESS

Len: i^Iorking away on r.egu.lation chronologies- Just received copy of his out stand-
.ing job on Observer Guide. Flight Management, _Cadet P;rogram, National Cadet Compe-
tition, CAPC Special Activity, and Senior Training Program. Charts indicate many,
many hours of hard \rork on the par:L of Len.

Louisa: tr"lou1d you believe, already lrorking on
went over great with around 50 copies already
store. Let the world know about availability
is continuing to do.

the third ten years. The first fO
on order. To be printed by the book-
and what a terrific job she has and

Allan: Hard at work on
Wartire Missions. Let'

article for "Anerican History Il1ustrated". Subject to be
s all welcome Allan as the latest addition to the conunittee.

Joe: I'Iost1y trying to recover fron
with his own body. Hope this finds
accident; Correspondence indicates
and POw research -

Lee: Sti1l plugging av/ay at CAP as
insignia catalog before too long.

trying to recreate a smoking hole in the ground
him in better health after his t:ecent jumping
he is still hard at work on his Coastal patrol

r,nll os other- col l.cting. Plans on updating his

Axel: Seems to have misdirected his efforts as of late in that hers letting his work
(for pay) interfere !./ith hysterical aciivities- For those of you who are not aware
of it, Axel did an outstanding job of having The Company of Military Historians
publish a Uniform Plate on Civil Air Patrol Uniforms a ferv years back. t"Ihy don't lve

all encourage him to do more of the :rame.

Tom: Tomrs about like Axel ln that he 's got a bad case ol vrorkalisrn. Olr ,..,.11i

Scmeone has to defend us dumb CnP ]rilois not to mcnti()r llrc co.licl:iltjon- I'on's
interest in things legislaLivc anri o.r;'rr, ii.atioil,-1l ri j i L r il l o\it oLlta t:.sa.lrcir ef forts



Bob: lor those of you \,rho don't know it
replaced Jim Hannan as our headquarters
for Jim's retirement from the Air I'orce

yet, Colonel Robert J. Hunt, USA-F just
advisor- 1'his move was made in preparation
in the too near future.

Les: As usual, still consumed by Coastaf patrol Research (going blind on the micro_
film reader). Has recently been known to stick his nose into such things as prep-
aration for National Board Meeting, tr^7ing Historical policy, getting Historical Notes
started and bothering a1l and sundry within his dysentary of the fountain pen. oral
histories are prog,ressing with 6 recorded and another 6 scheduted within the next
couple of weeks.

RECORDS ACCUMUI,ATION

I'ihen you add Lenrs aforementioned chronologies to r,ouisars chronology of early ru1es.
letters and the like plus Les' chronologies, we have come a rong way. To sumnarize,
we now have rounded up the majority of the publications listed on the following
chronologies:

By Louisa General Memorandum

CAP Bulletins
CAP Instructions
Cadet Instructions
Operations Directives
Ope-rations Memorandum

Coastal Patrol Circulars
other specific references
(NOTE: primarily intended
Research. Perhaps with a
completion of the 4th ten
and years would help our

Observers Guide
Flight Mqt
CAPC Program

Nat'1 Cadet Conp.

CAP Special Activity
Sr Training Program

Uniforms
Decorations, Ribbons & Cert.
Medals, Ribbons & Cert.
Flight Management
Supply and Maintenance
Air Force Regulations

).942-1943
1942-1944
L943
I943
]-942
L942
L942-1943

for Uniform and Insignia
Iittle encouragement after
years a listing by title

inventory proj ect. )

By ten CAPM 5O-5
CAPM 60-1 & Related items
Early Memorandu$
cApM 30-2
CAPM 50-6
CAPM 50-16
CAPR 5O-12
CAPP 65
CAPP 66
Numerous

CAPM 5O-17
CAPR 5O_I
CAPR 5 O-3
CAPR 5O_9

CAPR 50_ 10
CAPR 35-5

CAPM 3 9_I
CAPR 3 5-4
CAPR 39-3
CAPM 60_]
ArR 65-63
Various

By Les
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Len
94

95

AC8/to/43
La /26/ 44

to/2a/48
t/4/s4
L2 /28 / sA
1) /ql

r/24/s8
e/ts/58
t/ t2/s9
5-20-60
1953
tr/Ls/s5
70/ tB/6L
6/22/66
4/to/67
)-o/20/67
6/20/64
8/L9 /7 o
6/23/7r
t2/s4
3/t/s7
t/24/sB
e /L5/58
t/12/se
tr/Ls/55
L/1,/54
5/23/s5
3 /rB/s7
4 /30/ s8
e/LL/44
8/2L/44
2/),o/45
6/L8/65
B/2L/67
s/23/44
1957
l.964
6/64
)-2/L5/64
L2 /54
L/s6
9 /66
t/ 20/67
t/4/s4
4/ 56
2/2/se
3/6/s9
6/66
4/ 67

7 /3/74
4/17 /1O
B/te/1o
6/22/66

General Memorandum

General Memorandum

War Dept. Ltr from
CG AAF Letter
CAPR 50_ 1

CAPR 35-7
CAPL 3 5_8

C.l- to CAPR 35-4
C2 to CAPR 35-4
C2 to CAPR 3 5-4
C3 to CAPR 3 5-4
CAPL 39* 3

CAPR 9OO-1

CAPR 3 5-I4
C1 CAPR 39_3

CAPR 39-3
CAPR 39-3
Cl CAPR 3 9-3
C2 CAPR 3 9-3
c3 cA"R 3 9-3
CAPR 3 9-3
cA?R 3 5-4
CAPR 3 5_4

CI CAPR 3 5-4
C2 CAPR 3 5-4
C3 CAPR 35_4
CAPR 3 5*14
CAPR 3O_B

C1 CAPR 3 O_B

C2 CAPR 3 O_8

CAPL 35-1
AAF Reg 2O-lB
AAF Reg 65-63
AAI Reg 65-63A
CAPM 60 -1
Cl CAPM 60_1
CAPC Memo 50-18
CAPM 3O_2

CAPR 50-6
CAPM 50-16
C1 CAPM 50_16
CAPM 9OO-1

CAPM 9OO-1

CAPM 5 0-9
C1 CAPM 5O-9
CAPR 9OO_7

CAPM 9 OO_2

CAPL 3 O_I
CAPL 30_ 2

CAPM 50-10
cI CAPM 50-10
CAPM 50-17
CAPR 5O-I
Cl CAPR 5O.I
CAPR 35_5

x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x
X

x
):



If you have it, please make a copy available to those needing it.

NEI,J T.IEMS AVAILABLI]

round in the back room at National Headquarters tliose publications risted on the
attached list of miscellaneous pubrications, Anyone r./anting them should adv.ise
Les and they nilr be shipped to yau. A copy of the elusive cApL 39-r of 7 Decenirer
1959 is attached for a1I.

RECENT ACQUISITIONS

Unit HisLory CP Base 9 crand Isfe, La.
Unit History CP Base 2l Beaufort, N.C-
Air Medal engraved to pilot for CA? acLive duty with Civil Air patrol.
To be used for display at AF muserm.

MATERIAT- WANTED

Please! Submit material for inclusion in future issues. This one is a bit tong
but that's the way inventories run.

Les
May 1983

DISTRIBUTION:

Menbers, NHC

Gen'1 Brookfield
cen'1 l{il ler



MISCELLANEOUS CAP PUBLICATIONS

CApM 2O-f Region positrion Descriptions
Part l
August 1964
(Supercedes i ssue
dated t'1ay 1961)

CApt.1 20-1 Wing position Descriptions
ParL 2

l,lay 1961
(Supercedes issue
daLed July 19 58)

CAPM 2O-l croup position Descriptions
Part 3

t'Iay 19 6l
(Supercedes issue
dated July 1958)

CAPM 2O-l Squadron position Descriptions
Part 4

May 1961
(5upercedes f ssue
dated July 19 58)

CAP.USAFM 3 5-1
I Septernber 196 5
(Supercedes
CAP-USAFR 34-t, 6 Sepr 60
CAP-USAFR 35-1, 2B Feb 54
CAP-USA-F'R 35-2, 4 Jan 6t
CAP-USAFR 35-5, 3 Oct 60
CAP-USAFR 36-2, I Nov 63
CAP-USAFR 36-3, 22 Juty 60
CAP-USA-ER 39-1, 15 Sep 60
CAp-USAIR 171-1, 6 Jan 6I
CAP-USAIR 171-IA, 28 Aug 62)

CAPM 5O_T7
22 June 66

Change 3 to CApM 1OO-1
of February 1966
dared 15 July 19 67

Mifitary personnel CAP-USAF personnel
Procedures

CAPM 50-16 The Civil Air patrol Cadet program
June I964
(Supercedes CAPM

50-16. Aug 6l)

The Civil Air patrol Senior luember Training
Program and Incentive Awards Svstem

Conmunicati.ons

CApII 1OO_I Communications
Juty 197 O

(Supercedes CAPM IOO-I,
20 Apr. j.I 1968)



CAPM 190-1 Information officers liandbook
July I966
(Supercedes
CAPR 19O-I, 20 Aug 54

CAPR 190-2, 19 Jun 64

CAPR 190-3, 19 Jun 64

CAPR 190-4, 18 Jun 64

CAPR 190-5, B Jun 65

CAPR 190-6, 21 Mar 66

CA?R 190-2, May 63
CH 1 to CAPM 190-2, Oct 64

CA?P 2

February 1962

CAPP 3

June 1963

CAPP 20
December 196 5

(Supercedes CAPP 20,
20 Jan 65)

CAPP 2I
Und.ated

CAPP 26

June 196f

CAPP 33

Jan 1964

CAPP 37

April 1964

cApL 35-3
15 Septerber/Xo
& Chanqe 1 dated
25 Novenlcer 1960

Unnumbered Handbook
dated ]5 June 1965

This too is your Parish
The Chaplaincy, Civil Air Patrot

Civil Air Patrol Fund Raising
for Public Service

CAP Academic Scholarships and Grants

The Teaching-Learning Process

Hand Signals for Taxiing AircrafL

Model Aircraft Laboratory

Senior Member Study cuide Phase II
lndoctrinati-on

Progran to sti-mulate increased Senior
Me$-bership

How to sponsor a Civil Air Patrol Cadet
Squadron

UNNUMBERED LETTER New Instruction to Unit Commander for
5 October l-961 Obtaining Contributing patrons

CAPL 39-1 Personnel - ceneral
7 December f959

Unnumbered Handbook Chapla.ins Handbook
15 January 1965
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BY TON,{ KELLY
. ront lirlt solallrr! llit\(' lllurir!s ( t)lll( (i 1x 1

r'xlr'Cssloll\ 1,, .1, s,'l'llx lll( ".\.,rl, r'rlrl.L'

w()r-ld arolrrl(l lll( rll ,lll(l .l rl( \\ l\' lilll ll (l

' batch atosc (lLrfrru ()Ltt lllu:L lt(r'llt \!ltl rll

llre lrersiirn clrlll. IIlr' liulc{s t lros('r lr" tlrL

sen'ice rrrembers illvol\'c(l iI) Dtscrl Sllit'i(l .rrr(i

Dcsert Slonll are tllc sillll( (nlcs lJl;tt llil\f ir(liil( !( (i

tl,c.,ltr.IUr.t, L,l s,,l,lr,.r ... | -.,11 ,l

canle over the AlPs. And {'ollsi(lcrilig tll( lilllltc(l
Lirne at their disposal. lha- volll-lg llltn iln(i w(rlllrl
s\\,carLing it out in tlle (ltscll \\'a( rclrlarli:tl)l\' .rdcl)l

al \,cfb2rl inventlvcness.
'lhe least ltarsh t'liljlles arnd phfirses wcre (lil'ccl

ed al nrenlbers ol thc opJ)ositf sex. Oll(( ill(tlllllll
!rsc. lhc aulatolllic:rllJ' (lcs(rl jl)tiv( llAi\4 lllL.rlIillg

apprcximalely, broad be.ulled MafiI]cs" wirs lcli

over [.orn Worlcl Wlr II btrt I]\4O llsc(l l() (l!'s('r'il)(

the n)ysLcriolls v( il(:(l llIl(l sllr rrLLrir rl

AEtbi2ul \9ontclt, rvas lllv( l )lL (l

orr ll1( sl)(rt.'llris .l|11)ll\lll

lftrrr:'l.rt('s lo l)lir( i\ r!r',\l]r-

objc( t.
'l'lle fooPs I llt)5t lllrl)()

litc irlvenlio!1s wcl.(' lli,lla(l

rlot stlfPl islllgl\. i,t llla
folks LII chirnia. I)ilrlx Lllilr'

YW;SPE
tiueness of the

troops lives on.

38 THE RETIRT D OrflcER ll\o,vl\E J.L\('\ir\ lg'rlil



ly the ones back at headquarters, remote frorlt
harm's way. The niUtary's fondness for.rcron)41s.
which gave us SNAFU in World War II (of whiclr
more in a nloment). has bcen. once more. a sollrct:
of inspfatjon. IIMFIC can be rcndered politely :rs
''ltead military llgure in charge,' bul the poplr]ilr,
more pungent version subsuLutes a falnilia_r obscen-
ity found chalkecl on big city walls for tl.re words
"militaty ligure. The same variauons are possible Lr
REMFS, which is used to denote those in the rear
echelon. A headqua-rters soldier (or a joumalist) sit-
ting out the war at Dhalran International Hotels
Jolnt lnfornlation Bureau in Saudi Arallia was
called a UIB rat" and held in similar disregald by
'sarid-biters." those troopers who were sweltering in
the desert heat.

Cutting the enemy dowrt to size was anothcr
popular pastime. Saddam Hussein becanre
"Sammy" ard SCUD missiles became spuds." or
haphazardiy fl ung potatoes. Both, unforlunatcly.
could be lethal. but they were seen as basically
more bluster thar threat. CNN televlsion. which
inevitably repeated ilselfover and over in the course
of24 hoL.us. beca,.ue ScuD-a-vision" in recognilion
of the early days of televised war coverage wlten llle
only available action shots were the converging
lights in the slqy of Patrlot missi]es rising to lsrocl(
out the Iraqi rnissiles.

The available food. always nutritious but not
always tasty, was likewise given proper attent.ion.
MREs, those painfuliy farniliar "meals ready to eat. '

became 'meals relused by Ethiopians": and a rnix ol'
water and the cocoa, coffee, creamer and sugar
found in the MRE and seryed in a canteen cllp
made "nuclear coll'ee."

Then there were the najnes of allectionate deri
sion that one group of front line trcops gave anoth
er: Helicopter pilots were called "rotor heads" aJld
tank crews 'tread heads. Special service forces.
who to some seemed to be constantly h training.
were dubbed "tree eaLers."

Some slang focused on the homendous poter]tials
of t.his parlicula-r war. potentjals that. fortunately,
did not become realities, 1b be 'mopped" meant to
go inlo a mission oriented protective posture, com-
pletely covered in rubber gloves and boots, charcoal,
lined jacket and pants and a gas mask-gear
designed to protect the wearer from ntrclear, biologi-
cal or chenical attack. If one was not mopped in
tir,e. one could go 'sludding." This ternr refers Lo

the nighL.rlarish consequences of being unpreparcd
for a chemical attack, when, according to milita-ry
manuals, the victim "salivates,'lachrymates'
(weeps). urinates ancl delecates."

Considering lie blessed shorhess ol llleir w:rr,
the young men and women of Desert Stornr did
theh pa-rt to enrich the n lihry vocabulaly, bul it is

generally acknowledged -
thal the ail- time
champiolt expan-
ders wcre Lhe

doughboys of
World War I

alld l-ltc GIs
ol World
War II.
Robert L. Chapman,
aulhor of ?,le
Dictionory o-f

American Sl.rng, says those
wars probably gave us more general sla,1g than any
other events in history.

World War I, to stick to Ute printable. provide(l
"shavetail" for second lieutenant, "cootie" Ibr l:cacl
lice, acting Jack ior a temporilry scrgeant altd. ol
course. "doughboy for the inlantr),,ntan. ffhe wir.irl
the Persian Cull wzrs over belore Lhe troops got
around to giving therDsch,es a distjnctrve coLlccll\.e
name.) World W;u' i also nrade Yanl< a worldwiclc
synonym fot alty Anlerican. soutltern as tvcll as
northem. British soldiers itl World War I Ltsecl ltc
tel-In 'blighty' to descdbe a woultd thal was scv(J-c

enough to get thc Iccipient a furlough horne bLlL was
not penlanently incapacilaLiDg. 'lb tllc A1]lericarl
Expeditionaty Forcc. over tl:lerc'was Eurolte, crr

more pai'ticularly Frarce. in rcality as wcll as song
The-long trench war stalcrnate prior Lo Arterjca s

entry into Ure 0rst World War, when the Gemtzurs
and the Allies laced each other across fielcls
chumed up by endless shot and sltell, producccl tlrc
grim phrases over lhe top for the lir.st lnove in .l
lread-on attacl(, ard no lnan's laid for tile ll(,ld
ir rediately ahead.

World War II enlivened Ule language as nruch. il'
not mor€ thar World War L lts most r-lotable linguis-
tjc achievemcnL was prcbably the ntacle-up acronyrI]
rnenlioned ea.rlier, SNAFU. which had t*'o u-anslir-

tions.'l'he onc used in ho lelolln ncwspapcrs wars
''situation nomtal, all foulecl up.' Clcative spin-olis
oI thls classic includcd FUllAJl, lbuled up l)cyoncl
aLl recognition," arld TARFU, for "things arc re;r1ly

fouled up." The word lbuled. of course. wars ne\re:.

used by solcliers. sailons or Maines. and its equiva
lent became an essential ard incessant pafl o[ U1c

working vocabulary of nlllions of members ol the
anlled forces. (lf -rnillions" seenls higir, renteorbcr
Lhat some 13 nlllion Americalts werc in unifornr.
and it is probably sa-[e to sav that at least one or two
out ol l0 were freclr,lcnt users.)

Jeep. the univcrsal .uld still cllr'l'ent niLnte lirl (lrc
Arnry s beloved Ccncral I)urpose vrhicir' ,,,, rr:
derived oiiginally froll thc Lllials LlP. IJLrt thc lrol)I
larity of Oie word u,as reiJllorccd by Llrr t,rct rlrrt rl
rvas also Lhc rlalrlr ol-an o(ld-lookLn! bLlt lorirltlr

'l) [: Il['] IuiD Or)frcl,i \1^(;.\11\irA\r,\Il\ l:11)il :]1)



( r'c.llLrrc iD Lllc ()(nrric st[ip -l']ti]l)blc 'nlcau c. statr'-

dnl1 Popcyc. CI. thc ordinary soldicr's mildly dcdsivc
r):1nrc lbr himsclf. nros( lil(cly contcs lrom thc
(;t )\'(,n )IrtcDl Issuc tiUll]at wits a(ladtcd tosLrlt nlilt
rrr ol.lhct itcrlls as shocs. Bu( lltcrr is tlle added
conlilsing Ihcl that, in (hc case of Utc big contailtcrt
( irllc(l CI .zrns. thc CI stood lor {:rlvailizcd jron.

ns apl)lic(l lo sol(licrs. GI was relauvcly contplt,
nrcnl;u.\/: nnry foot slo{t]crs also callcd l}emselvcs
.lo{ Iaces. rclcrcd to thcir fcllows in Utc Na\.y as
'swabl)ies." or "swal) jocl(cys'-srvab bcing a NaTy

lcnn lor rol)-and to tllc Madncs as J.u hea(ls.'
SailoIS, on the other hand. called Marincs "sca-

eoin{ l)cllhops. lhou(h usually nol to Ureir faccs.

llrv-ranking officers in all the scMces. converted
{l om ( ollege l)oys lo second licutcnants and enslgns
llr llrl'e rr(nrtl'rs irt Olllcer Candidzrte Schools. were
( irlle(l 90 (i.ry won(lcls. ln gencral. t.lte ltigher ranl{s
r\,crc shown norc respecl: Tlrcy rvere
brass in lhe Army and gol(l braid in
lhc Na!y, tcnns that cx?rcssed nci-
Illcl apl)ro\,.rl nor dislil{c. ajt(l thc
ranking ofliccr was callecl thc
olcl man. often with almost

lllial allection.
The Na\,1,, perhaps bc-

crrrrsc of the {encral lacl< of /
(lisl ractions at sca. was /
lx'r_lLlps tllc mosl invcntive
ol thc scr\/iccs: Food rvas

,4 I crazy. All sailors of
Far East drove peoplc

&

/ Pollsll (lcscent were

1 crllcd sl(l. thc entire

vulgar ard oftcn obscene. The lrequent
breakfast itenr, creamed beef on toast.

was always called something scato
Iogical on a shinglc. '

'nrc Na\.y coffec. whjch was al\\,?ys
hot ar1.l irvailablc and fr'cquently rvcll-
l)r'crvccl. was usually spol{en of \vitl.l
zrpl)rlval as Joc or'Janrol(c" and only
occasionzrlllt as mud.' The condcnscrl
milk wi1.h which it curld be diluted was

c.rled canned cow, sincc thert \\ra,s ir
pictrrre of bossy on the papcr urap-

PiNA,

Enoinc roonl sailors wcrc
called snipes. a n(l
c(:ccrll ric sailors a n(l
Mari!'t cs wcrc tcrmcd

.Asiatic on Lhe thcoFr'
tlra( prolongeci duty in {ltc

contincnt of North Ameri-
(::1 was callc.l 'tbe bcach'

by sca-going sailors. and
loud-mouthed sailors of strik-

ing inconlpetencc were called
''seagulls. the point being tiat they

did nothing but eat and squawh and wcre protected

by d rP Aovemnrcnl.
The Marlnes'most memorable contribution was

perhaps "gung-ho." meaning, ofcourse, able, \,'illing
and eager. To aging and sometrmes deaf ears. the
still lamlljar World War II rallyjng cry has a rjng that
is missing in the sinlilar "good to go- that came out

- o[ t]e CulI morc rccenUy.

Military contributjons to the vemacular slorved

during the l(orean War. which followed closely on
thc heels of World War II and rvas fought by troops
f.uriliar wi& World War Its rich harvest ol words
ancl plrrascs. Fightcrs in l(orea pretty much stuck
with t}}c vocabulary already available to them. $ut
they did come up Mth M.A.S.H.. for Medlcal arld
Surglcal Hospital. an acronlrrn that became the title
ol- a n1o\,.ic and a hit lclevision series still shown irl
rcnlns all ovcr thc countrv

Vietnam. by contrast. pro\i(led a bumper vocab-
ulary of its own. muclt of tt rcflccting tie grim reali-
lics of lhat paijcrrlar !var. Cnlnt. thenameforthc
l)asic soldicr, lotally rcplaced GI and dog face.'
.Frag." 

a verb. which at 0rst was a simple descrip
tion of the consequences of an exploding hand
grcnadc was. disturbinglv, latcr focused on the
cfl'cc[s of a grenadc tosscd by an angry grunt li]to
an Llnpopular omcer's tent.

Vicbram s soldiers. enmeshcd in what seemcd to
lrc a u,rr witltout cncl, rcfloctctl titeir sensc of isolauon
in (lrc phrasc 'in country. whiclt scparatcd Vietnan]
from every placc e)se. When a g[rnt went to, say.
I{ong Kong for an interlude of rcst and recreation.
he said, I m going out in the world, ' sounding like a
Itun rvho had decide(l to go over the wall. :

-llrc phmse that ollcrs tllc best snapshot of what
Iilc in Vietn.un lvas like is probably living on.l}rc
econolrly. lt meant tlt?tt (he follunatc nran i ques-
tion had an aparlntcltt a (! his o\'"'n livc-in girl-
flicn(l. 'l'he un(lcrlying su(qcstion ts that shc; or
possibly hc. was also dealin{ prolltably on thc black
markcl. r

While not Lhe molher of all languagcs, militar,
.jargon has achieve(l a name for itsell tiroughout
llistory as a means of helpin.q soldiers tolcrate tleir
sllri-ouudings. And often. though not always vali,.
(lalcd l)y tl)c dicl.ionary. sol(licr speak ,Iakcs i(s \\':1v

Iclcn-c(l b by mctzr

ph(n_s tllal wcrc always

in{o An)erican spcak is rvcll. .il

Bu|ar" thoso haphazarctt,- /1uns "spud" 'Iissitr:s!

l0 1,,, llr.ll!r rlOir]r,. \li,:\/r\r.r.li\r.\r\ lllqil

'lr,n Kclly ts a tt)utnolt::t r{.r1l, Ilrr \\rxsl||gro,r']rrnr0s rrr

\tothinrto .l)O 'l hr:: rs h1s lt:t ot!\k, /i,, r'l,o It.rr r.od
/)fil, -r. \l | ,./r
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