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EDITORIAL RAMBLINGS

BEFORE STARTING THIS MONTH'S RAMBLINGS I WANT TO SHROUD MYSELF IN
THE ARMOR OF THE FIRST AMENDMENT, EDITORIAL PRIVILEGE AND THE
FACT THAT THIS PORTION OF THIS JOURNAL, FOR _THE MOST PART, REPRE-—
SENTS MY PERSONAL VIEWS. WITH THAT SAID IT'LL  LAUNCH INTO MY
THOUGHTS ON THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE CiviL AIR PATROL MANAGE-
MENT PROGRAM (CAP/MAP) AND HISTORY.

CAP/MAP IS WITH US AND IT IS HERE TO STAY. IN MY VIEW, IT IS
VITAL TO OUR WELL BEING AS AN ORGANIZATION. SOME NEARLY FORTY
YEARS WITH A LARGE CORPORATION PROVED TO ME THAT WITHOUT GOALS,
OBJECTIVES AND STANDARDS AN ORGANIZATION WOULD NOT ACHIEVE WHAT
IT SET OUT TO DO. IN OTHER WORDS, WITHOUT THE ABOVE, THE MISSION
WOULD NOT BE ACCOMPLISHED. SO IN A BROADER SENSE CAP/MAP IS AN
ASSIST TO THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF CAP'S MISSION.

IN A MUCH NARROWER SENSE CAP/MAP HAS MATERIALLY ASSISTED THE
HISTORY PROGRAM. IN THE PRE-CAP/MAP DAYS ABOUT A HALF DOZEN
HISTORIES WERE PREPARED BY THE WINGS. SUBSEQUENT TO THE AWARDING
OF POINT CREDIT FOR THE TIMELY SUBMISSION OF HISTORIES APPROXI-
MATELY 75% OF THE WINGS HAVE SUBMITTED HISTORIES. THIS SPEAKS
FOR ITSELF. HOWEVER, EVEN HERE WE HAVE A TENDENCY TO HIDE BEHIND
THE NEGATIVE ASPECT OF CAP/MAP. OF COURSE I AM REFERRING TO
"POINT GATHERING."

I HAVE = HEARD RUMBLINGS THAT TOO MANY POINTS ARE AWARDED FOR
HISTORIES, TOO FEW POINTS ARE AWARDED AND THAT NO POINTS SHOULD
BE AWARDED. IN ANSWER TO THE LATTER, I POINT QUT THE ABOVE PHI-
LOSOPHY AND WHAT HAS HAPPENED SINCE A HISTORY CRITERIA WAS ESTAB-
LISHED WITHIN CAP/MAP. AS FOR THE FIRST TWO, ABSOLUTE VALUES AS
THEY RELATE TO HISTORIANS ARE OF LITTLE VALUE. A HISTORIAN MUST
BE AN INDIVIDUAL WHO IS DEDICATED TO THE PRESERVATION OF THE
HISTORY OF HIS ASSIGNED UNIT. GIVEN THIS THOUGHT, THE REAL REWARD
FOR THE HISTORIAN NEEDS TO LIE IN THE AREA OF SATISFACTION FOR A
JOB WELL DONE AND NOT IN "POINT GATHERING."

THUS FAR (THROUGH 15 JUNE) I HAVE REVIEWED 13 HISTORIES FOR 1990.
AS A GROUP, THEY ARE THE BEST I HAVE SEEN SINCE THE BEGINNING OF
THE PROGRAM. I AM RELATIVELY SURE THAT WITHOUT CAP/MAP THIS WOULD
NOT BE THE CASE. I AM EVEN MORE SURE THAT THEY REPRESENT THE TRUE
INTENT OF THE HISTORIANS TO DO A GOOD JOB FOR THE SAKE OF DOING A
GOOD JOB.

IN PARTING, A QUICK WORD ABOUT CRITIQUES. THEY ARE AN ABSOLUTE
NECESSITY TO CONTINUED IMPROVEMENT IN HISTORY QUALITY. THEY ARE
NOT ABSOLUTELY ACCURATE. NEED I SAY MORE.

LES



ABQUT THE COVER

THIS MONTH'S COVER BY LEE REPRESENTS A SIGNIFICANT HISTORICAL
DISCOVERY. FOR THE FIRST TIME IN A LONG TIME THE BAsE INSIGNIA
FOR CAP COASTAL PATROL BASE 4 AT PARKSLEY, VIRGINIA SEES THE
LIGHT OF DAY. THIS ONE TOOK A BIT OF HISTORICAL SLEUTHING.

IT STARTED WITH LARRY WEBB, THE VIRGINIA WING HISTORIAN, DEDICAT-—
ING A COUPLE OF DAYS OF HIS TIME TO AN ON SCENE INVESTIGATION OF
BASE 4. ALL THE THINGS HE TURNED UP WERE TRULY AMAZING. AMONG
THEM WAS A COPY OF A PHOTOGRAPH SHOWING THE BASE'S INSIGNIA ON AN
ATRCRAFT'S COWLING. UNFORTUNATELY, IT WAS INDISTINCT. HOWEVER,
LARRY ALSO TURNED UP A BASE 4 NEWSPAPER WITH A MASTHEAD PLAIN
ENOUGH TO COMPARE IT TO THE NOSE ART PHOTOGRAPH. ADDITIONALLY
BASE 4's COMMANDER CAME FROM BASE 2 AT REHOBOTH BEACH, DELAWARE
WHERE THE FAMOUS DELAWARE BLUE HEN WAS USED FOR THEIR INSIGNIA.

PUTTING THESE THREE ELEMENTS TOGETHER, COMBINED WITH LEE'S TAL-
ENTS, PRODUCES THIS MONTH'S COVER.

IN THE PROCESS, LEE POSED THE QUESTION THAT IF WE STARTED THE
NEWSLETTER IN 1983 HOW ARE WE ON VOLUME IX? SIMPLE, WE HAVE BEEN
VISITED BY CAP'S OWN PRIVATE GREMLIN, AKA CORNELIUS AUGUSTUS
PRUITT. IT APPEARS THAT CAP REMOVED VIII FROM THE EDITOR'S COUNT-
ING MACHINE. OR, IS IT THAT THE EDITOR IS NOT A ROMAN? S0, MAYBE
EE CAN PRODUCE ONE COVER FOR Vorume VIII NUMBERS 1-4 AND WE'LL
MAKE A 1 PAGE ISSUE OF APOLOGY FOR LACK OF COUNTING ABILITY BY
THE EDITOR.

LOST PEOPLE DEPARTMENT

THOUGHT I WAS FINISHED WITH THIS SUBJECT, BUT I'M NOT. In FACT I
AM A BIT FRUSTRATED. SEVERAL OF THE HISTORIES RECEIVED WERE
PREPARED BY HISTORIANS OTHER THAN THOSE I HAD ON RECORD. THIS
MAKES IT NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE FOR ME TO GET THIS JOURNAL INTO THE
HANDS OF THOSE WHO REALLY NEED IT, CURRENT REGION/WING HISTORI-
ANS. SO, ONE MORE TIME, IF YOU HAVEN'T ALREADY DONE SO, PLEASE
FILL 1IN THE LOCATOR CARD ATTACHED TO THE JANUARY ISSUE AND MAIL
IT TO ME. IF YOU ARE NO LONGER YOUR REGION/WING'S HISTORIAN,
PLEASE PASS IT ON TO WHOEVER IS. IF FOR SOME REASON YOU ARE NOT A
CURRENT REGION/WING HISTORIAN AND STILL WANT TO RECEIVE THIS
JOURNAL LET ME KNOW AND I WILL MAKE SURE THAT YOU DO.

AVIATION HISTORY

DURING THIS PERIOD, WE WERE FULLY OPERATIONAL ON MANY OF OUR
WARTIME MISSIONS. JULY OF 1942 SAW THE ACTIVATION OF COASTAL
PATROL BASES: 12 AT BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS, 13 AT SARASOTA, FLORIDA,
14 AT PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA, 15 AT CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS, AND 16
AT MANTEO, NORTH CAROLINA. FURTHER, IT SAW FIRST PATROL OPERA-
TIONS FROM BASES; 9 AT GRAND ISLE, LOUISIANA, 10 AT BEAUMONT,
TEXAS, 11 AT PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI, AND 12 AT BROWNSVILLE,



TE%AZ., AUGUST oF 194%F WAS ANOTHER BUSY MONTH WITH THE ACTIVATION
OoF BASE: 17 AT SUFFOLE, RIVERHEAD, LONG ISLAND, NEW YorRe, 18 AT
FALMOUTH, MASSACHUSETTS, 19 AT PORTLAND, MAINE, AND 20 AT Bar
HARBOR, MAINE. THIS MONTH ALSO HERALDED FIRST FATROL OPERATIONS
FrROM BASE: 13 AT SARASOTA, FLORIDA, 14 AT PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA,
15 aT CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS, 16 AT MANTEO, NORTH CAROLINA, AND 17
AT SUFFOLEK, RIVERHEAD, LONG ISLAND, NEW YORK.

31 AUGUST 1942 SAW THE END TO AtLL COASTAL PATROL ACTIVITIES, THUS
ENDING AN ERA WHERE A BAND OF VALIANT CIVILIAN VOLUNTEERS FLEW
COMBAT MISSIONS IN DEFENSE OF THEIR COUNTRY.

COMMITTEE MEMBER FRANK MYERS SENT THE ATTACHED ORIGINAL WRITING
TITLED "TEST-FLYING THE BASKET CASE." IT IS BUT ANOTHER EXAMPLE
OF WHAT OUR EARLY MEMBERS CONTRIBUTED TO THE GROWTH OF CIVIL
AVIATION,

NATIONAL BOARD MEETING PREPARATION

ATTACHED PLEASE FIND A REVISED TENTATIVE AGENDA FOR THIS YEAR'S
HISTORICAL SEMINAR. AS AN ADDED ATTRACTION, FOR THOSE WHO ARE
INTERESTED 1IN INSIGNIA COLLECTING, WE WILL HAVE AN "UNOFFICIAL"
TRADING SESSION IN THE SEMINAR ROOM IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE SEMI-
NAR. SO BRING YOUR SPARES FOR TRADE OR JUST BRING YOUR FAVORITE
ITEMS TO BRAG ABOUT.

GREG REPORTS THAT ALL IS IN READINESS FOR THE DISPLAY WE NORMALLY
ERECT PLUS SOME SIGNIFICANT MATERIAL WHICH HE WILL PROVIDE.

AS FOR BANQUET SEATING, I HAVE HEARD FROM ONLY ONE COMMITTEE
MEMBER. I WOULD APPRECIATE ADVICE EITHER WAY FROM OTHER COMMITTEE
MEMBERS.

UNUSUAL CIVIL AIR PATROL UNITS

AS A CONSEQUENCE OF LAST ISSUE'S COLUMN ON THIS SUBJECT, BILL
KIDNEY SENT ME THE ATTACHED PHOTOGRAPH OF THE WEARING OF THE CAP
PARACHUTE INSIGNIA ON THE UNIFORM SLEEVE. VERY INTERESTING. I
SUSPECT IT WAS PLACED THERE ON WHAT IS EVIDENTLY A WORK UNIFORM
SO AS NOT TO BE ABRADED BY PARACHUTE HARNESS. WHO KNOWS?Y JUST
ANOTHER TESTIMONIAL TO THE FACT THAT WHAT I3 "KNOWN" ABOUT CAP
INSIGNIA IS NOT NECESSARILY ALWAYS TRUE.

CHARTER AND EFQUNDING MEMBERS SOQUGHT

BILL MADSEN REPORTS VERY FEW LETTER LISTING "CHARTER" AND "FOUND-
ING " MEMBERS. PLEASE SEND YOUR LISTS TO HIM AS SOON AS IS POSSI-
BLE.

WHILE TALKING ABOUT THE COVER, I ADMITTED THAT I COULDN'T COUNT,
Now I MUST ADMIT THAT I ALSO CAN'T SPELL. THIS SHOULD BE OF NO
SHOCKE TO MY LONG TERM READERS. THIS TIME IT WAS ON THE CERTIFI-



CATES ATTACHEDRD To  THE LAST ISSUE. REVISED QONES ARE ATTACHED.
WHAT DO YOU EXPECT FROM A SEMI-LITERATE ENGINEER FROM LOUISIANA
STATE UNIVERSITY?

WHILE ON THE SUBJECT OF CERTIFICATES, PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT 1
WILL BE HAPPY TO PROVIDE MASTERS OF THE CERTIFICATES BEARING
REGION OR WING COMMANDER'S SIGNATURE BLOCKS IN THE EVENT THAT
THEY ARE NEEDED FOR LOCAL CEREMONIES

CIVIL AIR PATROL ART PROGRAM

THANKS TO THE ACTIONS OF BILL MADSEN, THE FAMILY OF MAJOR GENERAL
JOHN F. CURRY, USAAF HAS DONATED AN OIL PAINTING OF OQUR FIRST
COMMANDER. FORMAL PRESENTATION IS PLANNED FOR THE NATIONAL BOARD
MEETING. A COPY OF IT IS ATTACHED.

CIVIL AIR PATROL HISTQRIC AIRCRAFT PROGRAM

ONE OF THE THINGS LOST IN THE GREAT COMPUTER FAILURE OF 1990 WwWAS
THE DATA BASE HOUSING THE RECORDS ON 1500 PLUS AIRCRAFT USED BY
CAP ON ACTIVE DUTY MISSIONS DURING WORLD WAarR II. IT HAS BEEN
RESTORED AS THE RESULT OF NEARLY A WEEK OF TEN HOUR WORK DAYS.
THIS PUTS US IN A POSITION TO MOVE FORWARD ON THIS REALLY IMPOR-
TANT PROGRAM.

SEVERAL THINGS NEED TO BE DONE WHICH NEED THE HELP OF THOSE WING
HISTORIANS WHO ARE INVOLVED. THEY ARE:

1 DETERMINE THE STATUS OF EACH OF THE 50 CASES WHERE MARKING
MATERIAL HAS BEEN SENT TO THE WINGS FOR THE MARKING OF AIRCRAFT
AND RECOGNITION OF THE AIRCRAFT'S CURRENT OWNER. THESE ARE  SHOWN
ON THE ATTACHED "CIVIL AIR PATROL HISTORIC AIRCRAFT MARKING
STUDY." PLEASE NOTE THAT IT REFLECT THE DATE WHEN THE PROGRAM
MATERIAL WAS SENT TO THE WING. IT IS FULLY RECOGNIZED THAT MANY
OF THESE CASES HAVE BEEN HANDLED, BUT THE NATIONAL HISTORIAN HAS
NOT BEEN ADVISED. IF THIS IS THE CASE, KINDLY PROVIDE THE DATE
THAT THE AIRCRAFT WAS MARKED.

2  ADVISE THE NATIONAL HISTORIAN AS TO THE STATUS OF EACH
CASE AND PLANS FOR HANDLING THE MARKING.

3 IF THE MARKING MATERIAL CAN NOT BE LOCATED, ADVISE THE
NATIONAL HISTORIAN OF THAT FACT. IN THIS CONNECTION, KINDLY
CONSULT WITH YOUR WING COMMANDER CONCERNING HIS DESIRE TO PARTIC-
IPATE IN THIS PROGRAM. ONLY AFTER A POSITIVE INDICATION OF PAR-
TICIPATION WILL REPLACEMENT MATERIAL BE SENT.

4 IN THE FUTURE, COPIES OF THE INITIAL LETTER OF CONTACT
WITH THE AIRCRAFT'S CURRENT OWNER WILL BE SENT TO THE APPROPRIATE
WING HISTORIAN. IT IS REQUESTED THAT, IN ABOUT 30 DAYS, THE WING
HISTORIAN CONTACT THE CURRENT OWNER TO DETERMINE HIS RESPONSE TO
THE INITIAL CONTACT LETTER. KINDLY ADVISE THE NATIONAL HISTORIAN
AS TO THE RESULTS OF THIS CONTACT.



YOUR HELP IS NEEDED TO REVIVE THIS LAGGING PROGRAM. IT HAS MANY

BENEFITS TO CAP, INCLUDING AN EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY FOR LOCAL
PUBLICITY AND RECRUITING. IN THOSE 15 CASES WHERE THE WING HAS
MADE THE PRESENTATIONS, THERE HAVE BEEN MANY GRATIFYING RESULTS
AND MANY NEW FRIENDS MADE FOR CAP.

LINEAGE AND HONORS CLARIFIED

AS THE RESULT OF CLOSE COORDINATION WITH THE UNITED STATES AIR
FORCE HISTORICAL RESEARCH CENTER (USAFHRC) AT MAXWELL, THE AT-
TACHED "USAF ESTABLISHMENT LINEAGE AND HONORS HisTorY" DOCUMENT
HAS BEEN PRODUCED FOR NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS CAP-USAF. THIS FIRST
TIME DOCUMENT COVERS IN DETAIL THE EVOLUTION OF OUR HEADQUARTERS.
SINCE IT IS A MILITARY DOCUMENT IT DOES NOT INCLUDE CiviL AIR
PATROL'S LINEAGE PRIOR TO ITS TRANSFER TO THE WAR DEPARTMENT ON
g APRIL 1943. ALL THAT IS NEEDED TO MAKE IT COMPLETE IS THE PRE-
FIXING WITH THE FOLLOWING:

"0 CIvIL AIR PATROL ESTABLISHED ON 1 DECEMBER 1941 BY ADMIN-
ISTRATIVE ORDER 9, OFFICE OF CIVILIAN DEFENSE, DATED DECEMBER 8,
1941."

LINEAGE AND UNIT INSIGNIA ARE TWO ESSENTIAL INGREDIENTS TO A
FAVORABLE ESPRIT-DE-CORPS. THIS IS ONE OF THE REASONS WHY THE
INCLUSION OF A SIMPLIFIED LINEAGE DOCUMENT IS ENCOURAGED AS PART
OF ANNUAL WING HISTORIES. A SAMPLE OF A GOOD ONE AS EXTRACTED
FROM THE KANSAS WING HISTORY IS ATTACHED.

ALSO ATTACHED IS A SAMPLE OF WHAT I CONSIDER AN OUTSTANDING
EXAMPLE OF THE DESCRIPTION OF A WING PATCH. HISTORIANS ARE EN-
COURAGED TO UNDERTAKE THE PREPARATION OF SOMETHING OF THIS NATURE
FOR THEIR WING PATCHES. IT IS SUGGESTED THAT THE NATIONAL HISTO-
RIAN BE PROVIDED WITH A COPY AND THAT IT BE INCLUDED 1IN THEIR
NEXT ANNUAL HISTORY. THIS IS IMPORTANT AS A MEANS OF PRESERVING
"TRUE" REPRESENTATIONS OF OUR WING PATCHES. ONLY RECENTLY I WAS
REQUESTED BY THE CAP BOOKSTORE TO OBTAIN GOOD ART WORK OF SEVERAL
WING PATCHES WHICH OVER THE YEARS HAD BECOME DISTORTED DURING
MANUFACTURE.

RELATED MATTERS

COMMITTEE MEMBER TOM HANDLEY SUBMITTED THE ATTACHED Book REVIEW
ON OPERATION DRUMBEAT". I TOO HAVE READ THE BOOK AND SHARE IN
TOM'S PRAISE. IT WAS WELL WORTH THE $12.95 PAID FOR IT AT MY
LocAL B. DALTON STORE.

SPEAKING OF AVIATION BOOKS, SEVERAL GOOD TITLES ARE LISTED IN THE
ATTACHED FLYER FROM AVIATION HERITAGE BOOKS. COMPANY OWNER DRINA
WELCH ABEL IS ONE OF OUR AVID READERS AND SUPPORTERS. SEVERAL
TITLES ATTRACT MY ATTENTION. I CAN'T WAIT TO GET A COPY OF
PLANES. NAMES AND DAMES AND A COUPLE OF THE SPECIALIZED BOOKS ON
AIRCRAFT LIKE THE WACO.



SPECIAL ORDERS DATA BASE

OUR ARCHIVES INCLUDE A FAIRLY COMPLETE FILE OF SPECIAL ORDERS
FROM THE WAR YEARS. THESE ORDERS CONTAIN A WORLD OF INFORMATION
ON: PERSONNEL, AIRCRAFT ETC. THEY NEED TO BE ANALYZED. THE ONLY
EFFICIENT WAY TO DO THIS WOULD BE TO BUILD A MASSIVE COMPUTERIZED
DATA BASE. THIS WOULD BE A MEANINGFUL, THANKLESS AND TIME CONSUM-
ING PROJECT. TIME PERMITTING I WOULD UNDERTAKE IT. But, TIME I
DON'T HAVE. WHAT IS NEEDED IS SOMEONE WHO HAS. I WILL DESIGN THE
DATA BASE AND THE INPUT DATA AND OVERALL GUIDANCE. SO  WOULD
SOMEONE OUT THERE WITH SOME; TIME, AN IBM CoMPATIBLE COMPUTER AND
SKILL WITH THE DBASE III PROGRAM PLEASE VOLUNTEER?

UNRELATED MATTERS

NO SOLUTION TO LAST ISSUE'S PUZZLE WERE SUBMITTED. NONE THE LESS,
I PROMISED A SOLUTION, SO HERE IT IS; IT SPELLS CivIL AIR PATROL
IN THE PRINTER'S CAIRO TYPE FONT. TOO SIMPLE, HUH?

INDEXING

NOTHING TO PRESENT THIS TIME. LOGGED 172 HOURS OF COMPUTER TIME
LAST MONTH AND 78 SO FAR THIS MONTH AND STILL DID NOT HAVE TIME
TO DO ANY INDEXING.

WANTED AND AVAILABLE HISTORICAL INFORMATION

BY LEE: ANYTHING YOU HAVE THAT MATCHES HIS NEEDS AS THEY APPEAR
ON HIS ATTACHED INSIGNIA WANT LIST, DON'T WE ALLY

DISTRIBUTION:

MEMBERS NHC

MEMBERS NEC

REGION HISTORIANS
WING HISTORIANS
SELECTED INDIVIDUALS
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Test-flying the Basket Casej
A personal reminiscence of Bernard's Airport:
A Field of Dreams

Certainly it was not a ‘basket case' in the usual sense, meaning
a poorly conceived, shoddily built flying contraption that never

should have been allowed out on the runway,- let alone attempting
flight. This is not to say that there were not just such so-
called ‘airplanes' dreamt up and revved up on Charlie Bernard’s
airport over the years. | can tell you about some of them later, -

but for now let's talk about ‘basket-weave' or perhaps better
called ‘gecdetic' construction.

I guess we all remember pictures of the large cylindrical
conning-towers of early battlecruisers: the structure had a
basket-weave construction that was supposed to resist gunfire as
there was a surplus of criss-crossed members providing strength
and support.

I believe this was a feature of certain Handley-Page British
aircraft also, though confined to the fuselage only. It was =&
local design genius, practical inventor and mechanical innovator
at Bernard's field who perfected the design of basket weave to
ite limits. George Yates was the designer of a high-wing strut-
braced monoplane known locally as The Stiper (because it belonged
to the local Chevvy dealer whose name was Stipes). This white
airplane was famous all over the state of Oregon as a rugged and
dependable ship, with {it's Martin engine, open stacks and
reassuring voice of strong motive power.

Under the conventional fabric and paint was a basket-weave design

of fine tubing, fastened at every intersection, giving great
strength combined with an essgential flexibility. I have photos of
the foot-long model of that fuselage, offered to the curious by

George when he felt inclined to discuss his ideas on aircraft
design structure.

George was truly an original thinker, who could be drawn into
talk on occasion, but he was not one to expound on his theories
to anyone whom he thought could not benefit thereby. Not an easy
guy to get to know. Yet as a younger, enthusiastic pilot with an
inquiring mind, ] was intrigued and entranced from my first
meetings with the realization that | was in the company of an
‘original thinker' craftsman and tinkerer, one, alas, of a dying
breed.



What an opportunity, to wander in thru the shop doors and visit
with a man who could imagine what he wanted to make, and then
create it from the essential raw materials, right before you? To
me, this was like the farm kid who watched the blacksmith build a
plowshare from the basic steel.

Funny thing about George Yates, he always seemed to be laughing

at the process, at himself for being under-equipped with
machinery., tools, lights, heat, a roof that didn't leak in the
rain, and for all I know a continuous lack of the money that

could make it all come a lot easier.

There were now dependable power plants, an enthusiastic public
whose human dream of flight had been manifested by Lindbergh, and
a need for rugged, practical airplanes that could be easily

produced from local materials in any location, without fancy
assembly methods.

What George Yates had the vision to see, was a wooden airplane,
coming out of the Northwest, a basket-weave construction wused
thruout the entire structure, consisting of thin wooden strips
criss-crossing one another, mnailed and glued at all points of

intersection.

George simulated the approved monocoque design, with oval
bulkheads built like tennis rackets, but without longerons and
with the fuselage structure consisting of the very srong, light
weight basket. I ave been through the Silver Hill aircraft museum
of the Smithsonian, and seen many variations of aircraft design,
but none as downright sensible as this one.

Another funny thing about Yates Aircraft, what must have been
partly why George sort of joked about the construction
methods, was that a visitor looked in vain for a design loft,
tracing tables, computer printout (what was a computer in those
days?) nor even blue prints, weight and balance tables, or any
drawings that could not be rendered on a piece of shingle or
scrap of butcher paper.

This did not mean that such designs, and very elaborate ones, did
not exist: on the contrary, they were drawn, redrawn, updated and
perfected all in this fellow's head.

Well, that hangar area just south of Yates' workshop was his
storage place for materials, tools, etc and for a while 1 had
the next hangar,- a treat ds 1 could string a line through from
his shop and for some time I had a light bulb and a 110v socket,
just about the only one on the field. I was proud of my shiny
white B-50 Taylorcraft, with wheel pants, side-by-side seating
and wheel controls. But somewhat ashamed, as it was the only *NC!
licensed plane on a field completely in the hands of the renegade
Oregon-licensed, home-built airplanes.



| hung around the airport quite a bit, and as WWII approached, we
encountered lots of scarcities, especially of tires. 1 got well
acquainted with Charley Bernard and his wife, stopping by to pay
the hangar rent and inquiring about his hay crop. You see, the
mowing, raking, baling, and removal of hay has an influence on
the flying activities when you are flying off what is essentially
a hayfield. Well, Mr. Bernard had a nice flat-bed trailer just
right for hauling trash out to the Shadybrook dump, but no tires.
So we formed an operating partnership,- 1 worked at Monkey Wards
and got a pair of 30 X 3 1/2 tires for the trailer and for quite
awhile we shared this equipment.

Didn't see too much of Yates about then, but noticed he had
spruced up the shop quite a bit (the strips were aircraft spruce,
by the way). He had built one or two twin-engine craft, first

with under-powered Menascos or Franklins, but | could be wrong
about that.

Meanwhile, I had bought a CP-65 Porterfield and flew it out from
the factory in St. Louis,- in April, 1940. Put about 600 hours on
this plane and flew it off Bernard's at night after getting Walt

Rupert's help with installing landing lights, and wind-driven
generator, shielded 1ignition and radio. By now there was a
moratorium on flying in the Western Air Defense Zone, - and no gas

or very little with E ration tickets.

Walt Rupert and | thought we would study up and work as Link
trainer operators, so we flew the Porterfield to Fort Worth to an
instrument school but gave up the idea, in May, 1842. Had to take
the props off all aircraft and immobilize them, along with their
pilots. | stored the plane in my mother's garage in Portland and
became active in the Civil Air Patrol.

By August 1942 George Yates had found a huge market for his
aircraft designs: troop-carrying gliders to be built at the WACO
factory in Ohio. The structural design approval had problems
with +the same CAA and FAA that had confounded the home-builts.
The basket-weave design did not lend istelf to the kinds of
point-of-strain testing that was standard with these autheorities.
Everybody could see how strong it was, but they couldn't prove
how it came to be!

Yates built a proto-type, a single-engine plane design to be
flown back there so they could see for themselves how simple and
strong that building technique could be. (Now that [ see the

videos of the assault with gliders in France before D Day and the
collapse of the fusleage structures with great loss of life, ]
can see what a benefit this design would have been.)

In August 1942 there were hardly any qualified pilots left in
this area where flying was prohibited. George Yates asked me if 1
would ferry his new plane back to Ohio, and of course | jumped at
the chance. It was a new design,-but really only acleaned-up
version of a type he had built earlier.



There was to be no test-flying of course, the only thing to do
was to just get in and fly it,- one takeoff and the first landing
east of the Cascades, where flying was legal. [ didn't find out
until later, that the promoters had planned a little ceremony,
and Larry Gilbertson, the aviation writer, was there for pictures
and an interview that might have made the plane, builder, and
pilot all legends in their own time. Nobody had told me, so as it
started and ran up satisfyingly, 1 took off right away.

Years later | learned that George Bogardus shot some movies of
this event, but I still have not seen them. This was August 12,
1942 and | enjoyed a beautiful 45 minute flight up the Gorge

before landing at North Dalles. A very pretty, clean design, the
Yates NX 31208 with Franklin 130 engine was a low-wing with an
open cockpit, single spar wing, fixed gear tail dragger.

The next two days | put four hours on it, down around Bend and
Madras, and got my 220 hp engine rating at Madras from Arlo
Livingston. Then eight hours more with spin and speed tests in
the Yates plane at Sunnyside, Washington, where the next fellow
to fly it was Art Whitaker.

What happened after that was being told of a delay in travel

plans, back to Madras for a license test and bumming a ride home
with Arlo. Two weeks later, ] was ferrying a Waco UEC from
Lewiston ID to Brownsville, Texas, anti-sub patrel in the Gulf

and six months on the border with the Southern Liaison Patrol.
Next thing I knew was Yates using his skills in boat-building and
fiberglass. { sold the Porterfield and helped Walt Rupert as

flight instructor located at Bernards.

In 1950 a bunch of us flew together on an air tour to Havana,
Cuba and return, but that is another story...

The financing arrangements did turn out to be a basket case, but

the design and the airplane were not. Besides, a slightly cock-
eyed, slouching and drawling designer without a slide rule and
with a carpenter's pencil in place of an engineer's pen seemed to
inspire all the confidence 1 needed. After all, there were no
trims, tabs, vertical fin adjustments and offsets, means of
varying warp-in and warp-out, discussions of dihedral angles or
any such required. Like other ideas from the hayfield, the
question was! do you think it will fly? The answer was Yes!

Frank Myers C45516
May 6, 1990
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TENTATIVE
HISTORICAL SEMINAR
HAMPTON ROOM
OMNI SHOREHAM HOTEL
WASHINGTON, D. C.
9 AUGUST 1991

SUBJECT
Introduction
CAP History Program
CAP History at the Region Level
CAF History at the Wing Level
CAP Command Study
CAP Inzignia Collecting
Break
Before 1 December 1941
Ww II Active Duty Missions

Panel Discussion

06/15/91

SFEAKER
Hopper
Hopper
Sivell=
Hoch
Morae
Kidney
Hopper
Weidenfeld
Madzen

Committee
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