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EDITOR]AL RAMBLINGS i
BEFoRESTARTINGTHISMoNTH.SRAMBLINGSIWANTToSHRoUDMYSELFIN
iuL-'.nn*o* oi_TTIE FIRST AMENDMENT, EDIToRIAL PRIVILEGE AND THE

FACT THAT THIS PORTION OF THIS JOURNAL' FOR THE MOST PART' REPRE-

SENTS MY PERSONAL VIEWS' WITH THAT SAID I,LL LAUNCH INTO MY

THOUGHTS ON THE RELATiONSHIP BETWEEN THE ClVIL AIR PATROL MANAGE-

MENT PROGRAM (CAP/MAP) AND HISTORY'

CAP/MAP IS WITH US AND IT IS HERE TO STAY. IN MY VIEW, IT IS

VITALTooURWELLBEINGASAN0RGANIZATIoN,SoMENEARLYFoRTY
YEARS WITH A IENEE iONPORATION PROVEO TO ME THAT WITHOUT GOALS'

OBJECTIVES NNO STETiOENDS AN ORGANIZATION WOULD NOT ACHIEVE WHAT

;;-;;i-;;i ro oo' rN orHER woRDS, wrrHour rHE ABovE' rHE MrssroN

woulD Nor BE accoytprisltED ' So rN A BRoADER sENSE CAP/MAP rs AN

ASSIST TO THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF CAP,S MISSION'

II.T A MUCH NARRT)U.IER SENSE CAP/MAP H4! MATERIALLY ASSISTED THE

,istont 
-pnoonnm. Ir'r rur pRr-CAP/MAP^DAYS ABour A HALF DozEN

HrsrrtRrES weRe pREenREo BY THE VJrNGS' SuesEourNr r0 THE AWARDTNG

OFPoINTCREDITFoRTHET]MELYSUBMISSIoNoFHIST0RIESAPPRoXI_
iNTEI.i_ 75% OF THE W]NGS HAVE SUBMITTED HISTOR]ES' THIS SPEAKS

ron-irselr. Hol^lEVER, Evelr srnE.wE HAVE A TENDENCY To HrDE BEHTND

THE NEGATTvE espEir oF CAP/MAP ' 0F couRSE I Al"l REFERRTNG To

,,PO] NT GATHERING . 
,,

IHAVEHEARDRUMBLINGSTHATTooMANYPoINTSAREAWARDEDFoR
HISTORIES, TOO FEW POINTS ARE AWARDED_AND THAT NO POINTS SHOULD

ei- ;wARDEo. IN ANSWER ro rHE LArrER, I PorNr our rHE ABovE PHr-

LoSoPHYANDWHATHASHAPPENEDSINCEAHISToRYCRITERIAWASESTAB-
riir.i, wiini'.r CAP/MAP. As FoR rHE FrRSr rwo' ABSoLUTE vALUES AS

THEY RELATE TO HISTORIANS ARE OF LITTLE VALUE. A HISTORIAN MUST

BE AN INDIVIDUAL WHO IS DED]qATED TO THE PRESERVATION OF THE

HrSToRy OF HIS nssrCr.rio-UNrr. Oiver.r THIS THoUGHT, THE REAL REWARD

FOR THE HTSTORTAN r.rie oi ro LlE rN THE AREA OF SATTSFACTToN FoR A

.JOB WELL DONE AND NOT IN .'POINT GATHERING 
".

THUSFAR(THRoUGHI5JUNE)IunveREVIEWEDl3HISTORIESFoRl990.
As A GRouP, rnev noi ini ersr I HAVE sEEN srNCE rHE BEGTNNTNG oF

ilr pnocnnII . I AM nilerrvEuy SURE THAT WITHOUT CAP/MAP THIS WOULD

r,ri:i ei-iHi caiE. I am Ever.r M0RE SURE THAr THEY REPRESENT rHE TRUE

INTENT OF THE ursroRrnr{s To DO A GOOD JOB FoR THE SAKE OF DoING A

GOOD JOB.

IU PARTING, A QUICK WORD ABOUT CRITIOIJES' THEY ARE AN ABSOLUTE

NECESSTTY ro corurrNueD TMPRoVEIYENT rN HrsroRY ouALrrY' THEY ARE

uoi aasolurELY ACcuRATE, NEED I sAY MoRE '
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ABOUT THE COVER

THISMoNTH,SCoVERBYLEEREPRESENTSASIGNIFICANTHISToRICAL
oiiioveni. FoR rHE FrRSr rrME rN A LoNG rrME THE BASE INSTGNTA

;;;--a[ij 
'coniinu pnrnol BASE 4 Ar PARKSLEy, vTRGTNIA sEES rHE

r-iCur-or olv. Tnrs oNE TooK A Brr oF HrsroRrcAL SLEUTHTNG '

lTSTARTEOWITHLARRYWEBB,THEVIRGINIAIn,lNGHISTORIAN,DEDICAT-
ING A COUFLE OF DAYS OF HIS TIME TO AN ON SCENE INVESTIGAT]ON OF

BASE 4. ALL THE THINGS HE TURNED UP WERE TRULY AMAZING. AMONG

THEMWASACoPYoFAPHoToGRAPHSHoWINGTHEBASE.SINSIGNIAoNAN
ATRCRAFT,S COWLING' UNFORTUNATELY, IT WAS INDISTINCT. HOWEVER,

LARRY ALSO TURNED UP N BNST 4 NEWSPAPER WITH A MASTHEAD PLAIN

ENOUGH TO COMPARE IT TO THE NOSE ART PHOTOGRAPH ' AOOTTTOIINIIV

BASE 4's CoMMANDEa inrve-rnol,t BnsE 2 AT REHOBOTH BEACH' DELAWARE

iliJiic T'i iNYOUS DELAWARE BLUE HEN WAS USED FOR THEIR INSIGNIA,

PUTTING THESE THREE ELEMENTS TOGETHER, COMBINED WITH LEE,S

ENTS, PRODUCES THlS MONTH,S COVER.

Iu THE PROCESS, LEE POSED THE OUESTION THAT IF WE STARTED THE

*r*s.lirtn rN t983 Hot^J ARE we on Vorume IX? SrNplE' wE HAVE BEEN

viliiep -ev 
CAP's owr.r PRTvATE GREMLTN,, AKA QoRNELrus .AuGUSrus

gRuiri. IT AppEARS rnnr CAP REM.,ED VII1 rnou THE EDIT'R's couNr-

ir.ri-ltecnir.rr. OR, rS rr rHAr rHE EDITSR IS Nor A ROMAN? So, MAYBE

LEE CAN PRODUCE OruE-COViN FOR VOLUME VIII NUMBERS 1-4 AND WE.LL

IYAKEAJPAGEISSUEoFAPoLoGYFQRLACKoFC0UNTINGABILITYBY
THE EDITOR.

LOST PEOPLE DEPARTI4ENT

THoUGHT I wts rtrutsHEo wrrH THrs SUBJECT, BUT I'M Nor' IN FACT I
AMABITFRUSTRATED'SEVERALoFTHEHISToRIESRECEIVEDWERE
PREPAREO BY HISIORIANS OTHER THAN THOSE I HAD ON RECORD. THIS

|4AKESITNEARLYIMPoSSIBLEFoRMEToGETTHISJoURNALINToTHE
HANDS OF THOSE WHO REALLY NEED IT, CURRENT REGION/I'J]NG HISTORI_

ANS, SO, ONE MORE TIME, IF YOU HAVEN.T ALREADY DONE SO, PLEASE

FILL IN THE LOCATOR CARD ATTACHED TO THE JANUARY ISSUE AND MAIL

ri ro ME. IF You ARE No LoNGER YouR REGToN/WrNG's HrsroRrAN,

PLEASE PASS IT ON TO WHOEVER IS. IF FOR SOME REASON YOU ARE NOT A

CURRENT REGlON/I,JING HISTORIAN AND STILL WANT TO RECEIVE THIS

JoURNAL LET ME KNOW AND I WILL MAKE SURE THAT YOU DO.

AVTAT]ON HISTORY

DURING THIS PERIOD, WE WEBE FULLY OPERATIONAL ON MANY OF OUR

WARTIME MISSIONS, JULY OF,. 1942 SAW THE ACTIVATION OF COASTAL

PATNOI. BASES; 12 AT BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS, ]3 AT SARASOTA, FLORlOA,

14 ei Pnuemn CrrY, FLoRTDA, 15 nr CoRpus CHRrsrr, TExAS, AND 16

AT I1ANTEO, NORTH CAROLINA. FURTHER, IT SAW F]RST PATROL OPERA-

TlONS FROM BASTS,; 9 NT GRNUO ISIC, LOUTSIANA, 1O AT BEAUI"]ONT,

TEXAS, 11 AT PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI, AND 12 AT BROWNSVILLE,

TAL_



TEi;Ar , ALtr:Urr i:rF i i-]4t WA-! ANr-TTHEE EUIY rlnNTH ]-IITH THE ATTIVATIT-rr',1

I:I F BNTT; i7 AT II.IFFT-)LIJ,, RIVEEHEAD, LfiI'IG ISLEF]O, NEW YONT, 
,1 B AT

Feruouru, I"IASEAcHUSETTs, 
'1 g AT PoRTLAND, l'1Art',1E, AND 20 AT BAR

HAEBoR, Mntrur, THrs I'4oNTH ALS.-r HERALDED FrRST PATRLIL oPERATToNS

;i;M Base; l5 nr ScRnsorA, FLoRroA, 14 Ar PANAT4A CrrY, Fuonron'

15 nr Conpus CHRrsrr, TEXAS, 16 er l4ANTEo, NoRrH CnnourNA, AND 17

AT SUFFOLK, RIVERHEAD, LONG ISLAND, NEU/ YORK.

51 AUGUST 1942 SAW THE END TO ALL COASTAL PATROL ACTIVITIES' THUS

ENDINGANERAhIHEREABANDoFVALIANTCIVILIANVoLUNTEERSFLEW
CoMBAT MISS]ONS IN DEFENSE OF THEIR COUI'ITRY'

COMMITTEE MEMBER FRANK MYERS SENT THE ATTACHED ORIGINAL WRlTING

iiilro "Tesr_rlyrr,rc rHE BAsr;Er cASE." Ir rs BUr AN0THER ExAMPLE

oFIIHAToUREARLYMEMBERSC0NTRIBUTEDToTHEGROWTHoFCIVIL
AVIATION,

NATTONAL BOARD MEETING PREPARATION

ATTACHED PLEASE FIND A REVISED TENTATIVE AGENDA FOR THIS YEAR,S

Hrsronicel SEMINAR. As AN ADDED ArrRACrroN, FoR THosE wHo ARE

INTERESTEDININSIGNIACoLLECTING,WEwILLHAVEAN..UNQFFICIAL..
TRADINGSESSIoNINTHESEMINARRooMIMMEDIATELYAFTERTHESEMI-
NAR. SO BRINi3 YOUR SPARES FOR TRADE OR JUST BRING YOUR FAVORITE

ITEIV]S TO BRAG ABOUT '

GREG REPORTS THAT ALL IS IN READINESS FOR THE DISPLAY WE NORMALLY

ERECTPLUSSoMESIGNIFICANTMATERIALT,IHIcHHEWILLPRoVIDE.

AS FOB BANOUET SEATING, I HAVE HEARD FROM ONLY ONE COMMITTEE

NENeen. I WOULD APPRECIATE ADVICE EITHER WAY FROM OTHER COMMITTEE

MEMBERS.

UNUSUAL CIVIL ATR PATROL UNITS

AS A CONSEOUENCE OF LAST ISSUE,S COLUI4N ON THIS SUBJECT, BILL

KIDNEYSENTMETHEATTACHEDPHoT0GRAPHoFTHEI^JEARINGoFTHECAP
peiACF.uTE INSIGNIA oN THE UNIFORM SLEEVE, VERY INTERESTING. I
SUSPECT IT WAS PLACED THERE ON WHAT ]S EV]DENTLY A WORK UNIFORM

So AS NoT To BE ABRADED BY PARACHUTE HARNESS' ll/Ho KN0WS'? JUST

ANOTHER TESTIMONIAL TO THE FACT THAT WHAT IS ,.KNOWN" ABOUT CAP

lNSIGNIA IS NOT NECESSARILY ALWAYS TRUE.

CHARTER AND FOUNDING MEMBERS SOUGHT

BILL MADSEN REPORTS VERY FEW LETTER LIST]NG 
,,CHARTER., ANO ''FOUND_

iuc', NcMBERS. PLEASE SEND yoUR LISTS To HrM AS SooN AS IS P'SSI-

BLE,

\^lHrLE TALKTNG ABour THE covER, I ADMTTTED THAT I cot'tLottt't couNT '

Nol.JIguslADMITTHATIALSoCAN,TSPELL.THISSHoULDBEc)FN0
$HQCI:;TC)MYLoNGTERMREADERS.THISTII'4EITr^iASoNTHECERTIFI_



i]ATET ATTAIHEN T T.I THE LAST IEEL'E ' REVIEEA ANES AFE ATTAI]HED '

l^/HATDoYoUEXPEcTFRoMASEI.4I.LITERATEENGINEERFRoI.ILoUISIANA
STATE UNIVERSITY?

IJHILE ON THE SUBJECT OF CERTIFICATES, PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT 1

WILL BE HAPPY TO PROVIDE MASTERS OF THE CERTIFICATES BEARING

iiiEiON_-ON l^lING COMMANDER,S SIGNATURE BLOCKS IN THE EVENT THAT

THEY ARE NEEDED FOR LOCAL CEREI4ONIES

CIV]L ATR PATROL ART PROGRA4

FAMILY OF MAJOR GENERAL

PAINTING OF OUR F IRST
FoR THE NATIONAL BOARD

THANKS To rHE ACTToNS or Brul MADSEN, THE

JoHN F. CURRY, USAAF HAS DONATED AN OIL

CoIVIMANDER. FORMAL PRESENTATION IS PLANNED

MEET]NG. A COPY OF IT IS ATTACHED '

CIVIL ATR PATROL HlSTORlC AlRCRAFT PROGRAM

oNEoFTHETHINGSLoSTINTHEGREATCoMPUTERFA]LUREoF1990WAS
THEDATABASEHoUSINGTHERECoRDSoT.TI500PLUSAIRCRAFTUSEDBY
CAF or.r nirrvr DurY MrssroNs DURTNG WoRLD t,jAR 1I' Ir HAS BEEN

RESTORED AS THE RESULT OF NEARLY A WEEK OF TEN HOUR \^IORK DAYS '

THIS PUTS US IN A POSITION TO MOVE FORWARD ON THIS REALLY IMFOR-

TANT PROGRAIV] .

SEVERAL THINGS NEED TO BE DONE WHICH NEED THE HELP OF THOSE WING

HISTORIANS WHO ARE INVOLVED ' THEY ARE:

'l DrtERt"ttr'rE THE STATUS OF EACH OF THE 50 CASES WHERE MARKING

MATERIAL HAS BEEN SENT TO THE WINGS FOR THE MARKING OF AIRCRAFT

AND RECOGNITION OF THE AIRCRAFT,S CURRENT OWNER. THESE ARE SHOWN

;^i- ;;;--;;rncueo "crvrL ArR PATRoL HrsroRrc ATRCRAFT MARKTNG

iiuOv. n puEnsr NoTE THAT IT REFLECT THE DATE I^IHEN THE PR.GRAM

MATERIAL WAS SENT TO THE WING. 1T IS FULLY RECOGNIZED THAT I4ANY

0FTHESEcASESHAVEBEENHANDLED,BUTTHENATIoNALHISToRIANHAS
I'TOT BEEN ADVISED. IF THIS IS THE CASE, KINDLY PROVIDE THE DATE

THAT THE AIRCRAFT WAS MARKED.

2 ADVISE THE NATIONAL HISTORIAN AS TO THE STATUS OF EACH

CASE AND PLANS FOR HANDLING THE I"IARKING'

3 IF THE T.IARKING MATERIAL CAN NOT BE LOCATED, ADVISE THE

NATIONAL HISTORIAN OF THAT FACT. IN THIS CONNECTION, KINDLY

CoNSULT WITH YOUR l/lllNG COMMANDER CONCERNING HIS DESIRE TO PARTIC-

IPATE IN THIS PROGRAI'4. ONLY AFTER A POSITIVE INDICATION OF PAR-

TICIPATION WILL REPLACEMENT.MATERlAL BE SENT.

4 IN THE FUTURE, coties oF THE rNrrrAL LETTER oF coNTACT

W]THTHEAIRCRAFT,SCURRENTowNERWILLBESENTToTHEAPPRoPRIATE
wiHrc uiironrnrrt. Ir rs RE6gESTED rHAr, rN ABour 30 DAYS, THE W1NG

HISTORlAN CONTACT THE CURRENT OWNER TO DETERI'4INE HIS RESPONSE TO

THE INITIAL CONTACT LETTER. KINDLY AOVISE THE NAT]ONAL HISTORIAN

AS TO THE RESIJLTS OF THIS CONTACT.

4



YOUR HELF I5 NEEDED TO REV]VE THIS LAGGING PROGRAIY, ]T HAS I9ANY

BENEFITS TO CAP, lNCLUDING AN EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY FOR LOCAL

PUBLICITY AND RECRUITING, IN THOSE 15 CASES WHERE THE llJING HAS

MADE THE PRESENTATIoNS, THERE HAVE BEEN MANY GRATIFYING RESTJLTS

AND MANY NEW FRIENDS MADE FOR CAP'

LINEAGE AND HONORS CLARIFIED :,

AS THE RESIJLT OF CLOSE COORDINATION WITH THE UNITED STATES AIR

ronceH]SToRICALRESEARCHCENTER(USAFHRC)ATMAXWELL,THEAT-
inCurn ;USRf ESTABLTSHMENT LTNEAGE AND HoNoRS HrsroRY" DocUMENT

HAS BEEN PRODUCED FOR NATIONAL HEADOUARTERS CAP-USAF ' THIS FIRST

TIME DOCUMENT COVERS IN DETAIL THE EVOLUT]ON OF OUR HEADOUARTERS '

S]NCE IT IS A MILITARY DOCUMENT IT DOES NOT INCLUDE CTVTU AIR

PETNOI- S LINEAGE PRIOR TO ITS TRANSFER TO THE WAR DEPARTMENT ON

Zb Apnru 'l 943, ALL THAr IS NEEDED To MAKE IT colvlPLETE IS THE PRE-

FIXING WlTH THE FOLLOWING:

PATRoL ESTABLISHED ON 1 DECEI.4BER 1941 BY ADM]N.

OTiiiC OF CIVILIAN DEFENSE, DATED DECEMBER B,
.,0 CIVIL AIR

ISTRATIVE ORDER 9,
1941 . "

LINEAGE AND UNIT INSTGNlA ARE TWO ESSENTIAL INGREDTENTS TO A

FAVORABLE ESPRIT-DE-CORPS. THIS IS ONE OF THE REASONS WHY THE

INCLUSIoNoFASIMPLIFIEDLINEAGED0CUMENTISENCoURAGEDASPART
c,i- 

-ar.11uau 
WING HIST9RIES. A SAyIPLE oF A GooD oNE AS E;TRA6TED

FROM THE KANSAS \lJING HISTORY IS ATTACHED.

ALSO ATTACHED IS A SAMPLE OF WHAT ] CONSIDER AN OUTSTANDING

EXAMPLE OF THE DESCRIPTION OF A IJING PATCH. HTSTORINNS ARE EN-

C0URAGEDToUNDERTAKETHEPREPARATIoNoFSoMETHINGoFTHISNATURE
iOn rHErn l,Jr r,rO PnrCurS, IT IS SUGGESTED THAT THE NATI6NAL HISTO-

RIANBEPRoVIDEDWITHACoPYANDTHATITBEINCLUDEDINTHEIR
NEXT ANNUAL HISTORY. THIS IS TMPORTANT AS A MEANS OF PRESERVING
,,TRUE,, nEpnrsir.rrarroNS oF ouR 1.1rNG PATCHES , 6U.v RECENTLY I WAS

REOUESTED BY THE CAP BOOKSTORE TO OBTAIN GOOD ART WORK OF SEVERAL

\,JING PATCHES WHICH OVER THE YEARS HAD BECOME DISTORTED DURING

[4ANUFACTURE.

RELATED MATTERS

COI',IYTTTEE MEMBER TOM HANDLEY SUBMITTED THE ATTACHED BOOK REVIEW

oNopenlrrotlDRUMBEAT...ITooHAVEREADTHEBooKANDSHAREIN
TOM'S PRAISE. Tr WNS WELL WORTH THE $12.95 PETO TON IT AT MY

LOCAL B. DALTON STORE '

SPEAKING oF AVIATIoN BooKS, SEVERAL GooD TITLES ARE LISTED IN THE

ATTACHED rr-vin-inoll Avrnrron HERITAGE BooKS' Cor'4PANY owNER DRINA

WELCHABELISoNEoFoURAVIDREADERSANDSUPPoRTERS.SeveRaI
TITLES ATTRACT MY ATTENTION' 1 CAN'T I4AIT TO GET A COPY OF

ilar.rEi. l.laues-alo DAMES AND A CoupLE OF rHE SPECTALTzED BooKS oN

AIRCRAFT LIKE THE WACO.

5



SPECIAL ORDERS DATA BASE

oURARCH]VESINCLUDEAFAIRLYCoMPLETEFILEoFSPECIALoRDERS
inov rHE t,,AR YEARS' THESE oRoERS coNTArN A woRLD oF TNFoRMATToN

ON; PERSONNEL, NTNCNNii-iTC. THEY NEED TO BE ANALYZED. THE ONLY

iiircrir,rr wAy ro Do THrS wOl,,LD BE TO BUrLD A MASSTvE CoMPUTERTZED

ONTN-ENiT. THlS WOULD BE A MEANINGFUL, THANKLESS AND TIME CONSUM'

iruo Fno.recr. irur penvrrrrnc r wouLD uNDERTAKE rr' Bur' rrME I
J(JI T ,INVE. IIIHAT IS NEEDED IS SOMEONE WHO HAS, I WILL DESIGN THE

DATA BASE AND THE INPUT DATA AND OVERALL GUIDANCE. SO WOULD

SOMEONE QUT THERE WTTTI SOTE' TIME, I T'T lBM COMPATIBLE COMPUTER AND

iliui wriH rHE DBASE lII PRoGRAM PLEASE voLUNTEER?

UNRELATED I,IATTERS

No SOLUTION TO LAST ISSUE 
,S 

PUZZLE

I PRoMISED A SOLUTION, SO HERE IT
IN THE PRINTER,S CAIRO TYPE FONT,

WERE SUBMITTED. NONE THE LESS,

IS, IT SPELLS CIVIL AlR PATROL

Too SIMPLE, HUH?

BY

ON

INDEX ING

NOTHING TO PRESENT THIS TIME. LOGGED 172 HOUNS OF COMPUTER TIME

InsT MoNTH AND 78 So FAR THIS MONTH AND STILL DID NOT HAVE TIME

TO DO ANY INDEXING.

hJANTED AND AVAILABLE HISTORICAL INFORMATION

LEE: AUVTHTNG YOU HAVE THAT IV1ATCHES HIS NEEDS AS THEY APPEAR

Hrs ATTACHED INSTGNTA WANT Lrsr, Dou'r we nuu?

DlSTRIBUTlON:

MEI'4BERS NHC

I1EMBERS NEC

REGIoN HISTORlANS
hiI NG HISTORIANS
SELECTED INDIVIDUALS

6
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Test-f I ying the Basket Case i

A personal reminiscence of Bernardt s Airport:
A Field of Dreams

Certainly it was noL a 'basket caset in the usual sense. meanlng

a poorly concelved, shoddily built flying contraption that never
should have been allowed out on the runway, - let alone attempting
flight. This is not to say that there uere not just such so-
called 'airplanes' dreamt up and nevved up on Charlie Bernard's
airport over the years. I can tell you about some of thern later'-
but for now Iet's talk about 'baskel-ueaver or perhaps better
cal led 'geodetic' construction.

I guess we al I rernember pictures of the large cyl indrical
connlng-towers of early battlecruisers: the structure had a

basket-weave construction that r,ras supPosed to resist gunfire as

thene was a surplus of criss-crossed members providing strength
and suppor t.

I bel ieve this was a feature of certain Handlev-Page British
aircraft also, though conflned to the fuselage only' lt $'as a

local design genlus, practlcal lnventor end mechanlcal innovator
at Bernard's f 1e I d who perfected the des I gn of basl(et !i,eave tcr

its I lmits, George Yates \,ras the desiSner of a high-wing strut-
braced monoplane knourn local ly as The Sttper (because it betongecl

to the local Chevvy dealer whose name was Stlpes) ' Thls t.'hite
alrplane was famous all over the state of 0regon as a rugged and

dependable shtp, wlth lt's Hartln engine, open stacks and

neassur ing voi ce of strong mot! ve Fov,er.

UndertheconventlonalfabrlcandPelntUaSabasket-Ueavedesign
of fine tublngr fastened et every lntersection, giving great
strength cornbiied wlth an essentlal f lextbi I tty' I have Fhotos of
the ioot-long model of that fuselage, offered to the curious by

George when he felt incl l,ned to dlscuss his ideas on aircrait
des i gn structure.

George was truly an original thlnker, who could be drawn into
talk on occasion, but he was not one to expound on his theories
to anyone whom he thought could nol beneflt thereby' Nol an easy

guy to get to know. Yet as a younger, enthusiastic pilot with an

i.'qriri"g mind, I was lntrlgued and entranced from ny first
meetings urith the real lzatlon that I uas in the comPany of an

'origiial thinker' craf tsman and tinkerer, one ' alas' of a dying
breed.



what an oPPortunity. to wander ln thru the shop doors and vleit

wtthamant,,hocouldimaginewhaLhewantedtomake'andthen
create it from the essential raw materials' right before you? To

,",-itfg was tike the iarm kid t.,ho uatched the blacksmtth build a

plowshane from the basic steel'

George Yates, he a lways seemed to be laughing
at himself for being under-equipped t,,ith
I tghts, heat, a roof that didnr t Ieak 1n the

ll I knou a contlnuous lack of the money that
come a lot easier.

Funny thing about
at the Pnoces9'
nachlneny. tooIs'
rain, and for a

could make lt all

There uere noe, dePendable Power
urhose human dream of flight had

a need for rugged' Practlcal
produced f rom local rnaterials
assemb I y methods.

plants. an enthusiastic Publ lc
bLen mantfested bY Lindbergh' and

alrplanes that could be easl lY
ln any location, without fancY

What George Yates had the vlslon to see, was a wooden airplane'
coming ouI of the Northwest, a basket-weave construction used

lhruout the entire structure, consisting of thirr wooden. strips
criss-crosslng one another, nai led and glued at al I points of

intersection.

George slmulated the approved monocoque deslgn' with oval

bulkheads bui It I ike tennis rackets, but without longerons and

wilh the fuselage structure conslstinB of the vefy srong' light
ueight basket. I ave been through the Silver Hil I aircraft museum

of ite Smithsonian, and seen many variations of alrcraft design'
but none as dounr i ght sens ib I e as this one '

Another funny thing about Yates Aircraft' uhat must have been

partly lrhy George sort of Joked about the construction
methods, r.raE that a vlsltor looked in valn for a desiBn loft'
tracing tables, computer printout (uhat !'as a comPuter in those

days?) not even blue Prlnts, lrelght and balance tables' or any

drawings that could not be rendered on a piece of shingle or

scrap of butcher PaPe r .

This dtd not mean that such designs, and very elaborate ones' did
not exist: on the contnary' they were draurn, ledrawn, updated and

perfected all in this fel low's head.

l,le I l, that hangar area Just south of Yates' workshop uas his
etolage place for materials, tools, et-c and for a while I had

the next hangar, - a treat ds I could string a llne through from

hls shop and for some time I had a light bulb and a 11ov socket'

Just auout the only one on the field' I was proud of my shiny
,f,tt. A-SO Taylorcraft, wlth wheel Pants, side-by-side seating
and wheel controls. But somewhat ashamed, as it was the onlY 't'tc'
llcensed plane on a field completely in the hands of the renegade

Oregon- I i censed, home-built airPlanes'



I hung around the airport quite a bit, and as t''lU I I approached' we

encou;Lered lots of scarcltlesr especlal ly of tlres' I got wel I

acquainted ,,,,1th Charley Bernard and hls t',,1f e' stopping by to pay

the hangar rent and inqulrlng ebout his hay crop' You see, ther

mowlng, raking, baling' and removal of hay has an influence on

the f iying activities when you are f lying of f t'.,hat l's essentialIy
a hayfield. tJell, Mr. Bernard had q nlce flst-bed traller iust
righl for haullng trash out to the Shildybrook dump, but no tires'
5o we formed an operating partnershlp,- I worked at Monkey t'ards
and got a Pair of 3O X 3 L/2 tires for the trailer and for quite
awhi le we shared this equiPment.

Didn't see too much of Yates about then, but noticed he had

spruced up the shoP quite a bit (lhe strlps were aircraft spruce'
by the r.ray) ' He had bul I ! one or tr'ro tUin-engine cnaf t, f irst
,itn under-powered Menascos or Franklins' but I could be urong

about that.

Meanwhlle, I had bought a CP-65 Porterfteld and flew lt out from

the factory in St. Lou1s,- j.n APril, 1940' Put about 6OO hours on

this plane and flew it off Bernard's at night after getttng t'Ja I t
Rupert;s help with installing landing Iights' and t'rind-driven
generator, shielded lgnition and radio' By now there t,las a

moratorium on flying tn the testern Air Defense Zone, - and no gas

or very I ittle r,rtth E ration tickets.

t^,alt Rupert and I thought we r'rould study up and wonk as Ltnk
tralner tperators, so ure fleu the Porterfleld to Fort [^lorth to an

instrument school but gave up the idea, in ltay, !942' Had to take
the props off al I atrcnaft and lmmobllize them. along !'1th thelr
ptlois. I stored the plane ln my motherrs garage ln Portland and

becarne active in the Civi I Air Patrol.

By August fg42 George Yates had found a huge marl(et for hls
aircraft deslgnsl troop-carrying glidens to be bullt at the t^lAC0

factory in 0hio. The structural des i gn approval had problems

ruith the same CAA and FAA that had confounded the home-builts'
The basket-vreave design did not lend istelf to the kinds of
point-of-strain testing that was standard with these authorities'
Lverybody could see hov strong it was, but they couldn't prove

how it came to be!

Yates bui lt a Proto-type, a single-engine plane design Lo be

flown back there so they could see for themselves how simPle and

strong that bui Iding technique could be' (Now that I see the

videoi of the assault uith gllders in France before D Day and the

collapse of the fusleage structures t',,ith great loss of life' I

can see what a benefit this design would have been' )

ln AuguEt 1942 there were hardly any quallfled ptlots left in

lhis area 1,,here flying was Prohtbited. George Yates asked me If I

uould ferry hIs new piane back to 0hto, and of course I JumPed at

the chance. It ,"' 
" 

,'., design,-but really only acleaned-uP

version of a type he had bul I t ear I ier '



There lras to be no test-flying of course' the only thing-to do

was to Just get 1n and tty it,I one takeoff and the first landing

east of the Cascades, ,f,""t ilying was tegal ' I didn't find out

unti I later, that the promoters had planned a I lttle cBremony'

and Larry Gl lbertson' the aviation writer, was there for Pictures
and an lnterview that 

'night 
have made the Plane, bui lder, and

pitot 
"tl 

legends tn theli own time' Nobody had told me' 3o as 1t'

started and ran up satisfylngly, I took off rlght a!'ay'

Years later I learned that George Bogardus shot some movies of

this event, but I still have not seen them' This uas August 12'

fg42 and I enjoyed a beautiful 45 minute llight up the Gorge

before landing at North Dalles. A very pretty, clean design, the

Yates Nx 312o4 },ith FrankI ln 130 englne !,a5 a lor,-u,ll'lg Ulth An

open cockplt' single spar w1ng, flxed gear tal l dragger'

The next lwo days I Put four hours on 1t, down around Bend and

Madras, and got ny 22,0 hp englne rating at Hadras from. Arlo
Llvlngston. Then eight hours more wlth spln and speed tests in
the Yites plane at Sunnyslde, l'lashlngton, where the next fel low

to fly lt was Art [.lhi taker.

l/hat happened afler that was belng told of a delay in travel
plans, tack to Hadras fon a llcense test and bumming a ride home

t,,ith Arlo. Two weeks later' I '/as ferrying a t,aco UEC from

Le$rtston lD to Brownsvl I le, Texas, antl-sub patrol in the Gulf
and six months on the border wlth the Southenn Liaison Patrol'

Next thlng I knew was Yates uslng hls skllls in boat-building and

fibergtasl. I sold the Porterfleld and helped [lalt RuPent as

f I tght instructor located at Bernards'

In 1S5O a bunch of us f lew together on an air tour
Cuba and return, but that is another story' "

to Havana,

The financlng arrangements did tunn out to be a basket case' but
the deslgn 

"r'ta 
tl. airplane were not. Besldes, a sl ightly cock-

eyed, slouchlng and drawling deslgner u'ithout a slide rule and

,itt 
" 

carpenter's Pencil in place of an engineerrs Fen seemed to
lnsplre al I the confldence I needed. After al I ' 

there uere no

trims, tabs, vertlcal fln edjustments and offsets' means of
varylng vanp-in and vrarp-out, dlscussions of dihedral angles or
any sucn required. Llke other ideas from the hayfield' the
question wasl do you think tt trill f Iy? The answet was Yes!

Frank Myers C45516
May 6, 199O
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TENTAT]VE
HISTORICAL SEMINAE

HAMPTON ROOM

OMNI SHOREHAM HOTEL
WASHINGTON, D. C.

9 AUGUST 1991

T]ME EI.IF'TECT SFEAI(EH

1,300 - 1315 Introrluctlrjn Ho;'11-'*t'

1:J15 - 13:ilj CAP Hi.=tory Frogram Hopper

1330 - 1345 CAF History at the Eegiorr Leve l ;--,- iv* 1 L:

1:1d15 - 1{15 (-:AF HiBtol"y at the Wl rtq1 Level Hoch

1415 - 1430 CAP Command Study Mt:rr'EE

1i1:11-l - 1445 CAF Insigrnia Coi iecting Kidney

1445 - 1500 Break HoPPer'

1500 - 1,5:JLl Before 1 December lg4L Weidenfeld

1530 - 1600 WW II Active Duty Missions Mad'E+l'I

L trl:lll - L70tl Farrel Discussion Colffnittee

. D: \CAP2\N891 . AGE

IB5UE 2\1 06/L5/91
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CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNIT ION

ftnob att mm bP tbcgt $cgents tbot:

,R

-/R
{R
2R
{N

lgtltttby rttognild sd E @Dartir Sltmbtr ot 0t @ibit trir Datrol ad a

ff;;ilnt, of Oig mtmttris ortginat mtnrtcrs'ip tatt btlng I

IBtccmttt 1941.

;#;;;;;iion ot tt'g fttt'txtt €tnnibtrrarp on t Dtccrntr teet'

Drstntt! tbid loy ot , 199-_.

WARREN J. BARRY
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