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I MEHMORD ©F
COLONEL JAMES J.
MITCHELL, CAP

As is obvious from the dedication of
this Issue, it is my sad duty to
announce the passing of one our
own, Colonel James J. Mitchell, CAP
late of Hilton Head Island, South
Carolina. Jim has been a member of
the National Historical Committee
almost from its inception. He served
on active duty during World War Il
doing tow target work in and around
Chicago, lllinois. He held many CAP
jobs prior to joining the Committee
which included his having served on
the National Insurance Committee. In
addition to being missed by his
family and many friends, he will be
sadly missed by we historians who
numbered him among us.
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MEMORANDUM FOR ALL CIVIL AIR
PATROL HISTORIANS

Colonel Richard L. Anderson, CAP,
our National Vice Commander and
long time supporter of the CAP
Historical Program requested the
opportunity to include some material
in the HNL. Needless to say, | was

both pleasantly surprised and proud
of what he wrote. A copy of it is
attached. As the National Historian,
kindly allow me to add my words of
praise to those of Colonel Anderson.
WELL DONE!

EDITORIAL RAMBLINGS

For reasons which | would prefer not
to cover, | will be unable to
participate in the National Board
Meeting this year. After much soul
searching and subsequent
consultation with others, | find it is
necessary to announce that there will
be no Historical Committee Meeting
and/or Historical Seminar at this
year's National Board Meeting.

Many of you may not realize it, but
there is a tremendous work load in
putting on the seminar. For this
reason, | have decided not to impose
this burden on other committee
members. | am confident that the
program will not be adversely
affected by this decision. Over the
past several years we have devoted
a considerable amount of effort
toward the training of Region and
Wing Historians. This, coupled with
their personal dedication to the duty
at hand, has resulted in the vast
majority of them being able to
submit an acceptable annual history
for their respective organizations.
With this thought in mind, | am
confldent that those who are willing



will do the same this year. This is
specially true since annual histories
are due prior to the National Board
Meeting.

On the personal side, | will certainly
miss the opportunity to see and visit
with the many outstanding
individuals whom | have met with on
an annual basis for these past ten
years.

LES

ABOUT THE COVER

Lee's cover for this issue features the
Puerto Rico Wing Patch in both its
forms. On the left is an illustration of
how it was first used. You will note
that it lacks the "Puerto Rico" tab on
top. The illustration on the right is as
it is now used. Incidentally, the
Puerto Rican Patch is one of the six
patches which underwent major
design changes early in the game.
The others were; Alaska, lllinois,
Maine, Oregon and Tennessee.
Several others have subsequently
been redesigned and many have
been subjected to minor changes
due to manufacturing techniques.

ANNUAL HISTORIES

As all Region and Wing Historians
well know, 30 June 1992 is the
deadline for the submittal of their
respective histories for the calendar
year of 1991. This date is important
in that it is the cut off for credit under
the Civil Air Patrol/Management
Analysis Program (CAP/MAP) for the
submission of an adequate history.
Here the operative word is adequate.
Although desirable, it is not
anticipated that all Wings will submit
all elements of a history as covered
by CAP Pamphlet 5. However it is a
requirement that it at least have the
mandatory items. For clarification of
what items are mandatory, see the
attached Wing History Critique Form.
As in the past, it will be used to
critigue all Region and Wing
Histories.

Another important reason for
submittal by 30 June 1992 is the
requirement for timely submittal of
an acceptable Wing History for
consideration as a candidate for the
designation as Wing Historian of the
Year as outlined in CAP Regulation
210-1. As a reminder, the other
requirement is a recommendation
from the Historian's Wing
Commander favorably endorsed by
his Region Commander. It is
imperative that these
recommendations be in the hands of
the National Historian no later than
15 June 1992 so that timely award
preparation can be completed for
presentation at the National Board
Meeting.



UPDATE OF WING UEI
CHECKLISTS

Attached you will find the Inspector
General's request for an update to -
the UE! Checklist which shows the
questions currently utilized. Also
attached you will find my response.
Note that it includes the addition of
three questions.

B

HISTORIC CAP AIRCRAFT
PROGRAM

Along with many other programs
normally discussed herein, this one
has been at a virtual standstill since
last writing. This has been primarily
due to a lack of time on my part
aggravated by too many volunteer
projects. A word to those planning
retirement from their civilian
employment, learn to say NO! to
almost any ques- tion which starts off
"Now that you have retired, how
about volunteering to ....... " Not
doing so, and the loss of a full time
secretary, is responsible for my
current status quo. Incidentally the
status quo definition most used in
South Louisiana is; "That's Latin for
this mess we're in."

However, | have kept up with the
activities of the International Liaison
Pilot and Aircraft Association (ILPA)
since they are interested in our kind
of aircraft. For information as to what
they are all about, see the attached
news release and story about them.

MORE ON CAP PARACHUTISTS

A couple of issues back, this
newsletter addressed the history of
CAP Parachute and other special
units. In this connection a very
interesting article appeared in The
Trading Post. For those not familiar
with it, The Trading Post is the
quarterly journal of the American
Society of Military Insignia Collectors
(ASMIC). ASMIC is the backbone
organization of military insignia
collec- tors. In view of its interest, |
have attached a copy of the article.
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WANTED AND AVAILABLE
HISTORICAL MATERIAL

Wanted- By Les - Material for this
paragraph and anything else you
may have to offer.

DISTRIBUTION:
Members NHC
Members NEC
Region Historians
Wing Historians
Selected Individuals
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OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL VICE COMMANDER
CIVIL AIR PATROL
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AUXILIARY

Colonel Richard L. Anderson, CAP

1616 Roanoke Drive
Warrensburg, Missouri 64093-8915
B16 747-6564 1 May 1992

MEMORANDUM FOR ALL CIVIL AIR PATROL HISTORIANS

For many years, l've enjoyed my quarterly issues of the Civil Air Patrol "Hys-
terical Newsletter," They have always been a highlight in my mailbox, and they
served to vpark my own intevest in Civil Air Patrol's heritage. My purpose in
contributing to this issue of the "Hysterical Newsletter" is to assure you that
your efforts at preserving Civil Air patrol's legacy are recognized, valued,
appreciated, sand held in the highest esteem by General Barry and the National
Executive Committee (NEC).

I was first introduced to Civil Air Patrol's history prograw as commander of the
Nebraska Wing. At that time, I began receiving the "Hysterical Newsletter,"
became incterested in CAP historical programs, and appointed an energetic wing
historian. It was at that time that I caught the history "bug'" myself and began
searching for my predecessors in the Nebraska Wing commander's chair. As a
result, 1 met many distinguished Americans who had served as wing commander.

Was it time well spent? You bet it was: While the wing commander's job 1s
unquestionably the toughest in all of Civil Air Patrol, 1 spent many extra hours
researching the administrations of my predecessors and ultimately met and visit-
ed with each former living wing commander--one of whom was 90 years of sge and
had a memory as crystal clear as it was when he served as Nebraska Wing comman-
der 1ln the early 1950s.

Why do I tell you this? Because as I went about the daily business of running a
civil Air Patrol wing while concurrently dabbling as an amateur historian, I
quickly learned that the past is prologue. My study of CAP history soon provid-
ed me with many lessons—learned from the past and put me in touch with many of
the men (my predecessors) who had rackled and resolved numerous challenges of
the highest magnitude. In short, we must know where we've been in order to know
where we're going.

And that's where all of you come in. For many years now, you've been engaged in
the art and science of researching, cataloging, and recording the rieh, proud
history of the greatest volunteer organization in America. Without question,
Civil Air Patrol is presently undergoing the most tumultuous period of change in
its 50-year period of service to the couatry. over the last several years, I've
reviewed many historical documents relating to other significant periods in CAP
history, and I'm convinced that many of tomorrow's solutions lie in yesterday's

heritage.
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And with that, 1 encourage all of you to double and triple your efforts at
preserving the proud record of achievement, service, and national sacrifice
carved by our forebears. The Civil Air Patrol historical community is a valu-
able and respected part of the Civil Air Patrol and Air Force families, and I
gpeak for a grateful organization in expressing our thanks for your contribu-
tions, your untiring devotionm, and your great professionalism. General Barry
and 1 admire your work and pledge our continuing support as you go about this
very important business of serving America.

o

RICHARD L. ANDERSON, Colonel, CAP
National Vice Commander

Sincerely
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CIVIL AIR PATROL

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AUXILIARY
Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama 36112

COL LESTER E. HOPPER, CAP
NATIONAL HISTORIAN

3530 Mimosa Court

New Orleans, Louisiana 70131

1 April 1992

Ms . Joyce B. Pasley

Program Analyst

National Headguarters CAP-USAF/XR

Maxwell Air Force Base., Alabama 36112-5572

Dear Joyce:

This has reference to your facsimile transmission soliciting my
comments on the transmitted "Update Wing UEI Checklists", dated
26 March 1992.

The questions posed by Paragraph 14 are appropriate. It is sug-—
gested that the following guestions be added:

f. What was last year that Annual Wing History was submit-
ted?

g. What was overall evaluation reflected by its critique?

T Have steps been taken to eliminate deficiencies pointed
out in critique?

Enclosed please find a copy of the form used for critiguling
Annual Wing Histories.

Please feel free to contact me 1f additional information is
needed.

$rs truly
N, Bo
~t "
o S \gpa—
LESTER E. HOPPE ;
COLONEL CAP

National Historian
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REPLY: IG 26 Mar 92
SUBJECT: Update Wing UET Checklists

TO: All Directorates

The attached checklist used for CAP wing UEI inspections needs
to be reviewed by your office. Due to many recent changes in
policies, regulations, etc. questions need to be updated to reflect
changes, ensure pertinent areas are inspected and to be a guide for
the wing personnel.

It is important that each question be reviewed. Each regulation
for your respective area be checked to validate references and that
all areas needing inspection are addressed.

PLEASE either make changes on the attached list and attach
additional pages or bring a computer disk with the file ID to the
IG office NLT 15 May 92.

Remember this checklist is not only a guide for CAP members, it
is also a reflection of how you work.

Any questions direct them to MSG Pivetz, phone 37548,

R e/

DONNIE R. ROWLAND, Lt Col, USAF 1 Atch
Inspector General checklist excerpt
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12, COMPLAINTS:

a. Does the commander have an open-deoor pollicy and how has it
been publilclzed? (CAPR 128-2, para 3b)

b. Are complatnts handled promptly with emphasis on resolution
at the lowest level possible? (CAPR 123-2, paras 2,4, & §)

13. NONDISCRIMINATION IN FEDERALLY ASSISTED PROGRAMS: (CAPR 39-1)

a. Ils the commander aware of the program?
b. s the wing in compliance?
Eis Are there any incidants or complaints concerning the

administration of this program?
14. HISTORY: (CAPR 210-1)

a. Have polticies bheen developed which relate to historical
activities? (Mgt [tem)

b. Is a program establ ished for publishing general and special
histories to be used inside and cutside of CAP? (Para 1-2)

c. is a program established to collect items of significant
historical Interest? (para 1-2)

d. I8 CAP represaented at historical meetings? (para 1-3c)

e. s the Histarian or commander famlliar with CAPR 210-1,

CAPP B, and CAPP 67 (Mgt |tem)

15. MANAGEMENT AND USE OF THE UNIT Z-248 MICROCOMPUTER:

a. How is the wing/region computer beling used?

(1) Are the 1.2 MB floppy disk drive and modem installed
and operational?

(2) Can unit personnel demonstrate how to use the computer
and modem to call (connect) to the Nationa! Builetin Board?

b. Has the commander appointed a Computer Point of Contact
(CPOC) and/or updated the HQ CPOC (ist with any changas?

c. Does the CPOC and/or the commander know who the region CAP
Computer Committee representative is and how to contact him?

d. e the computer In a securable area that is continuously
available to all functional areas?
e. Do functional area dlirecteors use the Dbase and Data

Management System (DMS) programs to help them do their lobs?

5.
Commmens ot s o Chrclboh

TOTSE R



INTERNATIONAL LIAISON PILOT AND

R E S S AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION

16518 Ledgestone

) San Antonio, Texas 78232
E L E AS E Contact: Bill Stratton, president
512/490-1LPA or 512/490-4572

For Immediate Release: Fabruaryss, 1952

ILPA Schedules Second International
Gathering As Warm-Up to World’s Largest
Airshow and Convention

The International Liaison Pilot and Aircraft Association (ILPA), which is headquartered in San Antonio, Tx, has
announced plans to hold its Second World Wide Gathering of L-Birds in Keokuk, lowa. The event is a preliminary
celebration to the world's largest airshow and convention in Oshkosh, Wisconsin.

Bill Stratton, ILPA president, said the attendance this year is expected to be even greater than the more than 200

yembers and guests who visited San Antonio last year for the first ever ILPA convention.

“We were very pleased with the attendance and the enthusiasm at our First World Wide Gathering of L-Birds last
year, but we think having the Second Gathering as a warm-up to the annual airshow in Oshkosh will help us set new
attendance records,” said Stratton, who added that this year's gathering, planned for July 27 — 29, is being coordinated
by Keokik, lowa ILPA member Irv Lindner. “We are very lucky to have Irv helping us out with the arrangements in
Keokuk. He has worked tirelessly to make this year's gatnering the best it can be."

The Second World Wide Gathering of L-Birds will feature vintage, restored Liaison aircraft from all former wars and/or
conflicts including Operation Desert Storm. It is open to all ILPA members and other pilots and enthusiasts. “Some people
think you have to own an L-Bird or have flown one during the war 1o attend the gathering, but that is just not true. We
welcome everyone who is interested in keeping the L-Birds flying in both the skies and our hearts,” said Stratton.

Events planned for the Second World Wide Gathering of L-Birds include displays of liaison aircraft, lots of liaison
aircraft conversation and discussion, a pig roast, dinner dance, casino boat cruise and much more before the group

travels en masse to Oshkosh. “Of course, you don't have 1o go on to Oshkosh 1o join us in Keokuk," said Stratton. "But,

— more —



— Page 2 — INTERNATIONAL LIAISON PILOT AND AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION
16518 Ledgestone, San Antonio, Texas

Contact: Bill Stratton, president

512/490-ILPA or 512/490-4572

we plan to really blow their socks off when we arrive together with what we hope to be the biggest and best showing of L-
Birds and L-Bird enthusiasts ever at the Oshkosh show.”

ILPA members will also be attending the midwest convention of Taylorcrafts at the Flying S. Farms, between
Jacksonville and Springfield, Il in New Berlin on July 25-26, just before the ILPA Gathering in Keokuk. Information on this
event is available by calling 217/478-2671.

iLPA members or anyone interested in attending the Second Annual World Wide Gathering of L-Birds may contact Irv
Lindner at Route #1, Keokuk, lowa 52632 or call 319/524-6203 before the July 1 deadline. Members who need Oshkosh
information may contact ILPA member Dick Ervin at 317/542-8580. The EAA Housing Hotline for Oshkosh arrangements
may be reached by calling 414/235-3007.

The liaison aircratt is a class of airplane developed as an observation platiorm and air ambulance by three rival
aircraft manufacturing companies just prior to World War 1. It is now used as a recreational and historical aircraft. One of,
it not the largest existing collection of L-birds is hangared at Cannon Field near Somerset, Tx by the Alamo Liaiscn
Group. All have been fully restored to military specifications by the local pilots and enthusiasts.

G The ILPA is a four year-old international organization of more than 800 members existing to promote and encourage
the memory of the liaison aircraft. The Gathering of L-Birds is the organization’s annual meeting open to all members and
enthusiasts. Last year's first gathering was attended by interested people from all over the United States and the world.

For more information on the ILPA, please contact Bill Stratton, 16518 Ledgestone, San Antonio, Tx 78232 or call

512/490-ILPA.

KT



by Bill Stratton, President
International Liaison Pilots
Association

The “First Worldwide Gathering of
L-Birds,” hosted by the INTERNA-
TIONAL LIAISON PILOT &
AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION (ILPA),
was a great suceess with ILPA members
and non-members gathering from the
“four comers.”

Over 200 were wuests at the L-Birds
program and funcheon provided by the
local ILPA members and the Alamo
Linson Growp A LGY here T San An-
tontier b the Bome ase ol the ALG L
Birds arnd withio o dozen or satransient
. Bids v
stinho weather tat surrounded the San

Squevend T throazhe the
Antonio area There were o couple
dozen mreratlon display and Tor 1Ty -bys
as the Tocal weather was elear, cool and
great — but windy. The L-Bird static
display was enhanced with several an-
tique auto clubs and their great autos in
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(Above) One of the L-Bird shelters at Cannon Field, site of the “First Worldwide Gathering
of L-Birds". Over 200 ILPA members and guests attended with over 20 Liaison aircraft,
Among the attendees were these three old Liaison friends who had not seen each other
in 45 years since the C.B.l. theater, J. F. Richardson, Russ Krelle, and Judge Hank Veach.
Photo by Don Hulshizer of Fairbanks, AK.
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