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ELITORYAL RAMBLINGE

With this, the S%9th consecutive issus of this journal dedicated

toy the preservation of CAF History, & new era begins. At long

last we are in a position to undertake the wider distribution

necessary Lo send it to Historians at both the Region and  Wing

Levels, With these many new readers it would be sppropriate  to
oA faw commeEnts on its form.

To begin with, itz name; HYETERICHL MEWS TER. Ubviously a play
orn the word "Historical." But why?  The answer comes +from  the
desire Lo let svervone know that the work of a historian must be
i ousEl v but not too much so. We need to slow down evary
in awhile and poke fun at ourselves. In the real world some
of  the  things  we uncover in ouwr research are  at  times  truly

ical. Dase in point, in conneschtion with our AR Historic
Tdentification Frogram I found it necessary to write a
s Donald Duck.  DObviously I did so with the tongue  in
wh :  amsumption  that M. Duck was an alias concocted by an
aircratt owner when he registered bis aircratt with the FAA.
ITmagine my swprise when I came home one night and found & note
from my daughter that Donald Duck bhad called when [ was out, Yes,
there is at least one real life Donald Duck in the world.

ey

We have several more or less standard items which ars inclouded in
st e, This will become apparsent after reading just a

Fmw Lsauss,

Our  cover is one of the highlights of the publication.  Drawn by
Plat i omal Historical Committes Member and Tewxas  BWing  Hisbtorian
Major Melszon "Lee" Ragan, UAF, they represent many of the diverse
interests of CAP Historians. They alternate betwesn s cover of &
gserious natuwre and one of a comic one. Herse again, the ides 1z to
Feming ws not to bake ouwrselves too ssriously.

subiect of names, we are nob overly formal. Wherever
- mame are used. fAs for style, vours braly fFinds it
: to oweite in the first person and nobt to be overly  formal
i dolng So.

Last, bub certainly not least, this jownal is published for you.
I+ vou do not fFind what yvou want in it, ask and we will do o our
utmost to provide. Obvicusly yvouwr contributions are solicited. We
have no editorial ruless obthers than the broad one that we avoid
controversy and subje s more Titting for the chain of command.
S50 enjoy it oand lst me kpnow 1if vouw are.,




ABCUT THE COVER

This month s cover continues a series dedicated to the inzignia
of various units within CAP. Depichted this month is the patoh of
the CAF Crusader Sguadron at Dallas Maval Alr Station, Texas. The
patch  originated as the patoch of the Mavy’'s Light Fhotographic
Souadron 20&8 (VFF 2064) who flew the RF-8 Urusader. Fermission was
given in 1%94% For CAP personnel to wear 1t. An interesting
sidelight is  that subseguent to 1984, the Navy’'s zowce for
patches for their personnel became CAF s Crusader Sguadron.

LO8YT FEOPLE DEFARTMENT

Thi=s is not ons of the regular  items  published herein. Tt
purpose  this time, and maybe periodically in the future, i L
find  lost Historians. Being like all of you, CAF iz & part
fime{?y avocation. As such it is difficult for me to keep up with
the appointment of Regio and  Wing Historians and ochanges
thereto,. For  many reasons 1 onesd o do o so. e of  the
important onss is for the distribution of this Jowrnal. With
thought in mind, the whereasbouts of the following Historians is
e el

Great Lakes Regilon YVermont Wing
Tllinois Wing Alaska Wing
arbucky Wing Nevada Wing
Cawars Wing Utah Wing
achusetts Wing Mew Mexico Wing

Without their name and addrsss [ oam wurnable to maill this  Jjournal
to  them and obther miszcellansous information which may pertain to
their Wing's Mistorsical Frogeam.

AVIATION HISTORY

One  of the standard features included heredin is a copy of the
current month ‘s USAF Museum Dalendar. ITts purpose is fo stimulate
interest in aviation history in general. The +first two months of
1988 are atbached. A lot of interesting happenings during these
two monthes, so bake the time to familiarize yvouwrseld with  them
and perhaps be stimulated to do furbther shudv. Mots the US6F s
adoption of the slate blue unitorm on January 1949, I+ anyons
woould  like to do additional research on this subjesct, I havs a
copy  of  the study documents leading to its  adoption in my
persornal military history librarvy. I will be happy to loan it to

any serious stoudent of such matiers.

On the CAF side, 28 February 1942 saw the activation ot OaF
Coastal FPatrol Bases 1| and 2 at Atlantic City., New Jdersey and
Rehoboth, Delaware respectively. Actually at the time they were
referred to a Fatrol Force 1 oand 2 and were a part of the initial
trial  to see if the CAF could handle the observation aspscts of
anti-submarinse warfare. Mueh  has  been witien on this  very
important wartime mission, but to date the "bible" on early GAF
History remains Robert Meprud's Flying Minute Men. I vou are &
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CAF Mistorian and haven’'t read it, vyou should. Reprinted copies
of it are available from the CAF Bookstore.

FURL.ISH OR FERISH

This is another one of our standard items. The paragraph heading
comes from the academic community where ones very livelihood
depends on his ability to periodically publish material on his
area of expertise. To a lesser degree, The National Historical
Committee has adopted the same philosophy. The monthly
"Mistorical Notes’' which you see in the Civil Air Patrol News are
a result of that philosophy as are the numerous monographs which
have been written by several Committee members.

Currently in the mill is Lee’'s Historical Monograph to be titled
Civil Air PFatrol Unit Fatches. For details of it, see the
attached HMistorical Notes which have been submitted for
publication. Incidentally, as stated, Lee can use youwr input.

For a listing of the other Committee publications see the current
CAF Bookstore Catalog.

HISTORIC AIRCRAFT IDENTIFICATION FROGBRAM

This is one of the Committee ' s many ongoing programs which @ are
reported on herein. For an overview of the program please see the
appropriate attachment hereto.

Activity has been wild and woolly on this program for the past
month with most of my time being dedicated to it. Frank Myers of
the Committee really loaded me up when he researched the
whereabouts of the 200 or so Fiper Alrcraft in ouwr data base of
CAF Historic Aircraft. This caused the writing of eighty letters
to individual owners in order to determine their interest in
having their aircraft marked. The responses have been coming in
at the rate of at least one a day and have bheen, as in the past,
very positive.

Incidentally, the program’'s data base contains 135&E aircratt
which Frank and I are trying to trace down. We have so far gotten
some type of disposition on about 1200 of them. This means that
Frank has put his tired old eyes into the microfisches of the FAA
Registration records for many houwrs. O0Ff the 1200, approximately
400 have been determined to still exist in one form or  another
with many of them in beautiful condition and still being +lown by
their owners. As an example, see the attached photograph which
were provided by the owners within the last month.

BOth ANNIVERSARY FLANNING

It's nmot to early to start your planning for activities at  all
levels in the command.

L4



On the National Level, we have made our plea to the United States
Fostal Service Ffor the issuance of a stamp to commemorate our
S50th Anniversary in 19921. 1 have been advised that our proposal
is on the agenda of the Citizens’' Stamp Advisory Committee for
consideration in the near future. What is needed is an expression -
of support from your legislators in Washington and any others who
may be in a position to add influential support. Flease do what
vou can and keep me informed as relates to your activities.

RELATED MATTERS

Most of you know Eill Madsen as the outstanding CAF Hall of Honor
Member that he is. I know him that way too, but in another one as
the real missionary For the CAFP Historical Frogram. Bill's
outstanding ability as a speaker and his willingness to travel
far and wide has done much to help the cause. UOne of his more
recent activities has been his talk to the Wyoming Wing during
their recent 46th Anniversary Celebration. FlLease see the
material related thereto which is attached.

UNRELATED MATTERS

Flease see the last attachment hereto and you will better
understand the loose format of this journal.

WANTED AND AVAILARLE HISTORICAL INFORMATION

This is owr Want Ad section. Readers are invited to list their
neads and excesses of CAF Historical Material. FPlease send your
material to me; Col. Lester E. Hopper, CAF, National Historian,
TEIC

IEI0 Mimosa Court, New Urleans, LA 70131 and I will publish it at
the first opportunity.

WANTED: By Lee - For our traveling insignia display - See Lee's
letter of 12 December 1987 which is attached

AVAILABLE: From Les -~ All the help 1 can give youw to make CAF's
History Frogram continue to grow as a part of the larger
objective of strengthening our great organization.

DISTRIBUTION:

Members NHO

Members NEC

Region Historians

Wing Mistorians — Where Identified
Selected Individuals
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UNITED STATES

AIR FORCE

MUSEUM

SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

Maj Gen N. Twining and 14
others rescued after 6 days
in life rafts — 1943

2

Air Force Titan mi:
entered advanced flight

3

Lt H. A. Sutton later received
Mackay Trophy for spin tests
mace at Wright Field — 1928

y.1

Navy and Air Force
Transport Systems
consolidated forming MATS

S

Lt J. C. Morrow became
24th and last flier to qualify
as ‘Military Aviator” — 1914

6

Bids for Army’s first airplane
considered by Board of
Ordinance and Fortification

7

Instrument standardization
in Army and Navy planes
established — 1918

8

Three bids for Army's first
plane approved by Secretary
of War — 1908

phase — 1960

All domestic airmail contracts
cancelled and Army ordered
t ily mail — 1934

10

First Army airplane contract
signed with Wright Brothers

11

First Bill to establish a
separate Aviation Corps
failed to pass — 1913

12

Last operational B-36
decommissioned — 1959

13

GAM-83 air-to-surface missile
successfully launched at
supersonic speed — 1961

14

B-15 flew mercy mission from
Virginia to Chile in 29 hrs,
53 min — 1939

15

A Minuteman missile set
new record by traveling 3,900
miles — 1962

16

Lts J. C. Carberry and
W. R. Taliaferro set Army
altitude record of 8,700 ft

— 1914

17

=

First pilot u:ﬁmnn._ ’
examination requirements
published by Army — 1912

18

"103rd Pursuit Squadron, AEF,
formed with members of
Lafayette Escadrille — 1918

19

Brig Gen William Mitchell
died in New York City
— 1936

20

8th and 15th AF's began
six day strikes against
Germany — 1944

21

P-47 Thunderbolts attack

22

First American Air

23

war Department first officially

24

Republic XF-91 jet rocket
aircraft unveiled by Air

25

B-47 flew from California
to Georgia in 3 hrs, 19 min,

26

Air Defense Command created
to integrate USAF defenses

27

Official world altitude record
of 33,113 ft set at McCook

Berchtesgaden, Germany for i i i Milit Aviator 3
first time — 1945 :n&mq.“.nqu.nﬂuﬁmm”woulw wo:hm:u qmnoosnwm_«._a H ﬂm.\._.n v Force — 1949 35 sec — 1955 against an air attack — 1940 Field — 1920
JANUARY MARCH
28 29 swrw s |[fwTw s
12 12345

F-82 set a record by flying
non-stop from Hawaii to
New York in 14 hrs, 33 min

—19°

5th AF bombers destroyed
both Japanese air bases
at Alexishofen, New
Guinea — 1944

34567809
10111213141516
1718192021 22 23
24,25 26 27 2829 30

6 7 8 9101112
13141516171819
2021 2223242526
2728293031
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HISTORICAL NOTES

HISTORICAL COMMITTEE PREFPARING UNIT PATCH MONOQGRAFPH

Illustrated above is the patch of some unknown CAFR Sguadron. It
iz one of the many unidentified patches discovered during
preparation for the publication of the latest in the National
Historical Monograph Series. This one, the +irst of @
contemplated series, will bear the simple title of Civil Air

Fatrol Unit Fatches.

Freparation was begun & last year by Committee Member, Major
Nelson "Lee" Ragan, CAP. He has spent a lifetime collecting

military insignia and is well known for his putstanding
publication, The Collectors Catalog of Civil Air Fatrol Insignia,
1942 - 1983, For those Freaders interested in collecting CAFP

Insignia, Ragan’ s Catalog is a must and is available from the CAF
Fookstore. :

Gipce the approval of Unit Fatches is not at  the National
Headquarters level, there are no records maintained on a central
basis as regards them. The two hundred or so which have thus far
been identified have besn done s0 by correspondence with wvarious
units and collectors. With this in mind, it is & certainty that
some patches have been overlooked. It is with this thought in
mind that readers are reqguested to advise Ragan of any patches
Fhat are currently in use, O wWere used at some time in the past.
1+ would be a shame not to have your Unit Fatch catalogued, s0
please let Ragan Mear from you.

What ie needed is either a sample of your patch or some type of
copy of it, preferably the former. In the event that a copy is
provided, coloring information is highly desirable. It is also
desirable Tthat information be provided on the patch’s origin and
meaning, including the date of its beginning and who approved its
use. At this time it is not anticipated that all of the
descriptive information will be included in the monograph, but it
is needed Lo complete background files.

Ghould you have either an identification of the illustrated
Squadron  Fatch or patches you would like included in the subject
Monograph, please provide the same o) Major M. L. Ragan, CAF,
4919 Durangao, Udessa, TX TYTEE.

HISN. &0 1/1/88 WORD COUNT: 331
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CIVIL AIR FATROL HISTORIC AIRCRAFT IDENTIFICATION
FROGRAM DESCRIPTION

Im  conPmection with the overall Historical Program within Civil
Alr  Fatrol, the Mational Historical Committee iz sponsoring  a
program to ddentify  and locate aircraft  having significant
Historical value., it the present time the P ogram is
concentrating on aircratt which were utilized by Civil Air FPatrol
cduring World War I1.

Llsing contemnporary  dooumsntation, supplemented by parsonal
Ernowledge, alroraft are selected for possible inclusion in the
program.  Frimarily by the use of Federal Aviation Administration
Records,  the cwrent owner of the aircratt is  ddentified and
contacted. Once the Committes has  assured itseld that the
alrcratt is worthy of progeram rscognition, the owner is contached
in regard to his wanting to have his ailrcoradft recognized.

The program includes the the marking of the aircratt with & 1 172
By AL/ dnch plague which reads as follows:

THIS HISTORIC AIRCRAFT
WAS FLOWN BY THE
CIVIL AIR FATROL

ON ACTIVE DUTY DURING
WORLLD WAR T1

Frovision are also made Lo provide the owner with a2 @ Usriificate
of Appraciation for his presecvation efforbs.

Father +fthan merely mailing these idtems o The owner, the
appropriate Wing Commander is afforded the opportunity to handle
the presentation in any manner he chooses.

Should there be any questions regarding either an alvoratt or the
program, please feel free to contact Colonel Lester E.  Hopper,
Zar, Mational Historian, SEEL Misosa Dol Mew Orilesans,
Lowgdsi ana 70151 or by phone at : :
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RS RODEKOHR AND
yAP LT COL MADSEN

The MIGHTY 90 is the SAC 90th
Strategic Missile Wing at Warren
AFB, Wyoming. The sign is just
inside the base entrance. The
first three names are Wyoming

women legislators scheduled for a
visit later in the day. At right
are Lt.Col. Darlene Gilmore, CC
Wyoming Wing CAP, and ole Bill
Madean P DEL, } 987



At the 46th Anniversary banguet
for the Wyoming Wing CAP, 1 Dec.
1987, these CAP cadets formed the
color guard for the occasion. We
got together for a rap session..



YOUNG ASTRONAUT PROGRAM. On 30

Nov 1987, I had the privelege of
pPresenting a "History of Flight"
show to 82 Young Astronauts from
five Chevenne schools.

Arrangements were made by the Wyo-
ming Wing Commander, Lt.Col. Dar-—
lene Gilmore. Young Mark Weber
was one of the 5th graders who
helped me run the projector. He

is Wearing the helmet, goggles,
flying jacket ang white scraf 1
brought for the Occasion. A thoro-
ughly enjoyable afternoon.


















