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EDITORIAL RAMBLINGS

Computers and word processors are a great thing and make up for
the lack of many skills. Unfortunately, they don’t think and
therefore do only what you tell them. To this end, I failed to
tell mine that it was 1988, As a consequence, 1987 has appeared
in the above heading for most issues this year. Both my computer
and 1 have finally caught up. So, please hand mark your copies to
indicate that all issues of Volume VI are for the year 1988.

Webster defines an iconoclast as "one who attacks venerated
institutions or ideas." As the result of a article appearing in a
Boise, ldaho Newspaper, one such individual decided to attack the
hyenerated idea” that CAF had sunk "several"'" submarines during
World War II. The Wings Administrative Officer wrote requesting
assistance in responding to the attack. My reply to him is
attached for your guidance in the event that vou receive further
challenges. I will continue to research the subject, but doubt
that, at this late date, 1 will be able to uncover anything more
concrrete.

On the personal side, I will be traveling for most of July. So,
if I fail to respond to your correspondence promptly, at least

this time I have a valid excuse.

LES

AROUT THE COVER

Everyone and everything deserves their turn in the barrel. With
this in mind, Lee’'s cover for this month places the lime light on
"Aerospace." After all we have picked on ouwr Cadets and Search
and' Rescue types, so why not ouwr Asrospace Educators?

LOST FEOFLE DEFPARTMENT

We are still missing the names and addresses of several Unit
Historians. They are:

Great Lakes Region Vermont Wing
North Central Region Alaska Wing
Fentucky Wing MNevada Wing

Del aware Wing Utah Wing
Massachusetts Wing New Mexico Wing

As stated before, it is highly desirable that the writer be kept
informed as to the status of the appointments of Historians at
all levels within the command. It would be appreciated if the



appropriate Region Commanders would have me notified as to the
names and addresses of the two missing Region Historians. The
same is true if the Region Historians of Regions with missing
Wing Historians would encourage their appointment and advise me.

AVIATION HISTORY

Ficking on "Aerospace" as we did above drew my attention to the 1
July item on the attached calendar. QGuite a remarkable record.
Also noted was the 7 July item. A lot of other interesting dates,
50 take the time to look them over.

On the CAF side, we were fully operational on many of our wartime
missions. July of 1942 saw the activation of Coastal Fatrol
Bases; 12 at Brownsville, Texaz, 13 at Sarasota, Florida, 14 at
Fanama City, Florida, 15 at Corpus Christi, Texas, and 1é& at
Manteo, North Carelina. Further, it saw first patrol operations
from Bases; 9 at Grand Isle, Louwisiana, 10 at Beaumont, Texas, 11
at Fascagoula, Mississippi, and 12 at Brownsville, Texas. August
of 1942 was another busy month with the activation of Rase; 17 at
Suffolk, Riverhead, Long Island, New York, 18 at Falmouth,
Massachusetts, 19 at Fortland, Maine, and 20 at Rar Harbor,
Maine. This month also heralded first patrol operations from
Rase: 13 at Sarasota, Florida, 14 at Panama City, Florida, 15 at
Corpus Christi, Texas, 16 at Manteo, North Carolina, and 17 at
Suffolk, Riverhead, Long Island, New York,

Fossibly of interest are the attached Operational Telegraph and
Fass from the above Rase 16 at Manteo, North Carolina. They were
provided by the son of one of Manteo’'s Veterans, Captain Harry
Bridges.

Also of possible interest to those who study Coastal Fatrol
History is the attached copy of a picture provided by Merie of
Roosevelt Presenting Air Medals to Hugh Sharp and Edmond Edwards.
Flease note that these were the first Air Medals ever presented
to "civilians.!

August 1947 was the end of a truly heroic period of our history.
The 3ist of the month saw the closure of all 21 Coastal Fatrol
Bases and the movement of the "Flying Minute Men" to other duties
in defense of their Country.

FUBLISH OR FERISH

Again Allan flooded me with Historical Notes, thus assuring that
we will appear in all issues of the "News'" until early next year.
Attached you will find copies of six of them and a log of what
has been published in this column since its inception in April of
198%=.

John Batten’'s History of Coastal Fatrol Pase & at 8t. Simon's
Island, Georgia has been shipped off to the Rookstore for
printing. John did a superlative job in putting together this
history atter s0 many years.



Also put in the mail was the material to the Office of the Chief
of Air Force History necessary for the reprinting of Flying
Minute Men. This project has been on the back burner for qguite
some time, but now is going forward. The Chief’'s Office has
agreed to reprint this outstanding early CAFP history in
sufficient copies so as to enable free distribution down to
Flight Level within CAF and to distribute it within the Alr
Force. It will be printed with the attached Foreword and a new
appendix showing CAF’'s Command Structure as of Z1 December 1987.
Special thanks are due to the Deputy Chief, Colonel John F.
Shiner, USAF. Many of you met Fred when he attended our New
Orleans Seminar. Incidentally, he plans on again being with us in
Washington.

Allan sent an Air Force Publication to me recently with the
inquiry as to was there anything later than the September 1968
Issue. Its cover is attached. Does anyone know?

HISTORIC AIRCRAFT IDENTIFICATION FROGRAM

As mentioned last month, the major current problem involving this
program is one of getting the Wings to present Certificates sent
to them in a timely manner. I find it guite embarrassing to work
with an owner and advise him that the presentation is in progress
and then many months later have him contact me regarding the
status. I deel it appropriate to mail the material to the Wings
0 that they can benefit from the public affairs opportunity
presented. Wing Commanders are among the most overloaded people I
krnow within CAFP.  Therefore I would like to make a special appeal
to the Wing Historians to step forward and take this load off of
the "old man’'s "shoulders. Please let me know when you do  and
when the presentations have been completed so that I can update
the data base. If you don’'t know how your Wing stands, drop me a
note and I will be happy to give you a status report.

On the positive side, the program got a boost via the picture of
one of the presentations in the current Report to Conagress.

Also of interest should be the attached copy of a picture of Bill
Madsen presenting & copy of the painting of his personal World
War Il HMistoric Aircraft to the North Central Region Commander,
Colonel Gerald Holliday, CAF. The occasion Eill's presentation at
the recent North Central Region Contference.

S0th ANNIVERSARY FLANNING

Interest continues to be generated in the issuance of the
Anniversary Commemorative 8Stamp with several letters being
handled from various menbers. It would be well for all of us to
give those whom we come in contact with a status report. e
information, I still do not have an answer one way or the other.
In spite of what is said in the attached copy of an article on
stamp issuwance, I feel that the important thing is to continue to
exert as much political pressure as we Can.



As an  update, attached is a copy of the Fostmaster General's
response to Speaker Wright's Letter which was presented last
month.

Again, it is not too early to start your planning for activities

at the local area. Flease let me hear of your plans so that they
may be passed on to others.

NATIONAL BOARD MEETING FREFARATION

The tentative agenda as presented last month still heolds as
published. The Seminar is currently planned to be held at the
announced time and place in the Warren Room.

We have had a change in plans as far as the display boards are
concerned. Since we have been unable to complete the third board,
two will be on display. Velunteers are still needed to man the
booth, =0 please contact me as soon as you can  after your
arrival.

MATIONAL UNIFORM COMMITTEE MINUTES

Considering the large amount of interest held by historians in
matters relating to uniforms and insignia, I am attachina a copy
of the latest National Uniform Committee Minutes.

WELCOME MEW READER

The gquestion has been asked regarding who were "Selected
Individuals” as listed in the distribution below. They are
special friends to the program who have enough interest to be
included in  the Distribution List. One such individual is
Lieutenant Colonel Catherine N. Me Call, CAF of the South
Carolina Wing. For guite some time Cathy has been providing us
with tidhits relating to CAF History. The latest of these being
mentioning of CAF 8AR operations in Long Winter's Night by Sondra
Stanford. She also provided the attached "A Day Off."

WANTED AND AVAILABLE HISTORICAL INFORMATION

WANTED: By Les to fill a request for help - A one time CAF "Slide
Show" which contained numerous aerial views of crashed aircraftt.

DISTRIEBUTION:

Members NHC

Membhers NEC

Region Historians

Wing Historiansz - Where Identified
Selected Individuals



COL. LESTER E. HOFFER, CAF
National Historian Civil Air Patrol
3530 Mimosa Court
New Orleans, Louisiana 70131

29 June 1988

Captain Richard L. Jacobsen, CAF
Administrative Officer

Civil Air Patrol Idabho Wing

44696 Overland Road, Room 428
Boise, Idaho 83705

Dear Captain Jacobsen:

Firgst an apology +For the long delay in this response to  your
inquiry of 15 March 1988. For personal reasons, I found it
necessary to put my CAFP activities on the side for an extended
period of time.

Unfortunately, your critic may very well be correct. In my
research, I have been unable to find anything regarding submarine
sinkings in the mentioned records. However, to put things in
proper perspective, our operations were resented in some guarters
of the regular military establishment. With this in mind, I doubt
that credit would have willingly been given. 1 have heard of
cases where the Navy would not give credit for sinkings to the
Army Alr Force. Personally, I think our major contribution was as
a deterrent. AOfter all, we reported the positions of 173
submarines and caused 3% of them to dive at a time when they were
in an attack position. Undoubtedly this saved several vessels
from being sunk. The Navy and the Air Forces were dispatched on
many of these and I am sure that some of their credit came from
ow initial sightings.

By the way, my statistics are based on official CAF  Operations
Reports which were made to the Air Force, and as far as I know
were not disputed at the time. The same records indicate that we
dropped 82 bombs and that during the week ending 13 July 1942 we
"definitely damaged or destroyed” two submarines. These two
claims are backed up by several contemporary accounts and are
therefore as valid as any others. Fersonally, I would like to
have better documentation, but it is just not available.

Again, the important thing is not that we sank two submarines.
Rather, it is that we were able to put together 21 Bases which
collectively Fflew 86,685 hazrardous missions in defense of our
Country at a time where the regular military establishment was
unable to do so. O0Ff equal importance is the fact that 3é63
survivors of sinkings were rescued as the result of our efforts.



Ais Ffar as how you handle your critic. I will leave that up to
yaur good judgment. My personal approach would be to ignore Fim.
It would appear that he is a disgruntled individual who derives
his pleasure by pulling others down to his level. It has been my
observation that there is little to be gained by a confrontation
with this type of individual.

il
a‘ hJ
Yours truly, Th

LLESTER E. HOFFER
COL.. CaF
National Historian

CC: Captain Donna Gracie, CAP
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HISTORICAL NOTES

PARACAP-RESCUE

1 think we've found a very intersting, if little known story of CAP's
early days for fhis months Historical notes.

If you look at the sketch above, by LTCOL Lee Ragan of the National
Historical Committee, you will see the artist's representation of the insignia
discovered by Captain Willian Kidney,CAP of the Ohio Wing's Group VI. This
unique emblem, discovered at an insignia collector's meeting, seems to have
been the embroidered emblem used By the Michigan Wing's Parachute qualified
CAP members during World War II.

We have two references of CAP paratroopers in written CAP history, the
first in the bible of CAP history THE FLYING MINUTEMEN, which tells about the
Washington and Oregon Wings First Aid Qualified parachute-rescue teams which were
used in the remote ar geas during the Second W_orld War and the second from a
story on the Michigan Wing's Minute Men from the Michigan Automobile Association's
(AMA) monthly publication MOTOR NEWS dated October 1942.

The article explains that the Michigan Wing Parachute Squadron had more

than forty parachutists trained in all techniques of military jumping. They

stra;ed their training with tumbles from a low platform and then graduated to jumps
from aircraft atlow and then high altitudes. The "Jump Master" of this squadron was
a Detroit attorney who had made more that one hundred jumps by the name of

Anthony Renne.

While the article fails to report the duties of these CAP paratroopers, we
can believe that they were used in the same way that their counterparts were used
in the Northwest, search and rescue, first aid and similar emergency duties.
The very real Wartime activities of CAP were brought out in the article's
final paragraphs, which explained that CAP had its' own airport. It was located
at Mound and 18 Mile Road and night and day it was used for bombing practice,
parachute jumping and the one hundred and one other things, which were necessary
to train a highly eff cient aerial militia.

Getting back to the emblem, it was an embroi;gered white parachute,
superimposed upon it was the CAP official blue disc, white triangle and red
three bladed propeller. From each side of the disc came wings similar to the
CAP silver officer's collar insignia. The example found was worn on the shoulder
and not on the breast, as would be a qualification badge. We have found no NHQ

authorization for this.emblem and it seems to have been locally produced.

MORE. . .



PARACAP, PAge 2

Lecd to
The lack of National approval can -kebt uspbelieve, as CAP tradition has

shown us)that Squadron and Flight insignia were indeed used and worn on the
flying and fatigue jackets of the time and may very well have been a locally
used emblem.
The U.S.Military has found that the parachute is a most dramatic and in
some cases useful way of bringing personnel into an area. In some cases where
the airplane or helicopter might not fill the bill, the parachute can be used.
Medical qualified Para-Rescue Specialists are used every day by the USAF
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service and are a useful part of the USAF inventory.
In today's CAP organization there are no parachute jumpers and the
activity is prohibited by our regulations. The cost of insursnce has proven to
be prohibitive and the NEC decided some years ago that parachute jumping would
not be an authorized CAP activity.
Even with all this in mind, as we review our CAP history and learn more
interesting things, we can see that at one time, CAP did in fact have paratroopers
who played an importahé?part in our World War II story. It's our pleasure to

share their story with you this month.

- @Q@,f@
SUBMITTED: ALLAN F POGORZELSKI

Lt. Colonel, CAP

17 APRIL 88 National Historical Committee
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NATIONAL HISTORICAL COMMITTEE

" SIR, MAY I SEE YOUR ID CARD?

If you have beeﬁ‘fQ1lowing the various items in CIVIL AIR PATROL
NEWS, you may remember%&héyFebruary 1988 issue which announced " NEC gives
approval to plastic ID Eards." The article went on to explain that a new
plastic membership card, similar to a credit card would replace the paper
membership card now in usé. It also mentions that the membership card will
not contain a photograph.

Once again as we look at CAP's history we can learn that things seem
to go in a circle, for in the 1950's CAP had a plastic ID card.

Shown above is a cqpy of the ID card used by CAP during World War II.
This example was taken from the CAP Handbook published by Southern Flight.
The card shown here was not a membership card like one you might get from
the local bowling league, ‘but an identification card. It identified the person
as a CAP member who was authorized to wear an ARMY uniform and had essential
wartime duties. Accross the front of the card in red was imprinted the word ARMY
and everyone immediately knew the person so identified was involved in official
business.

Since a photo was the best way of-identifying a person, the photo had
a very noticable place on the ID card.

Later during the end of the 1940's additional cards were used to identify
CAP officers and these were signed by the Wing Commander. The member then had
an ID card and if an officer, an officer's ID card with photo and thumb print.

CAPM Vol.1lBook 1 in 1949 showed a nother type of ID card with the newer
CAP emblem and the new-Req:letters USAF accross the fron. It wasn't until the
early 1950's that CAP éﬁarhed charging national membership dues and so some type
of yearly recognition df dues payment was necessary. So membership cards in
addition to ID cards appeared. We've found no example of the membership card
used in the 1950's, but the ID card of that time was plastic encased had the
members photo in the centef with the USAF seal on the left and the CAP corporate
seal on the right. imprinted accross it was the phrase, not valid without current
membership card.

In the 1960's another plastic ID card was authorized. This too had the
members photo and the CAP*seal but the back was blank, so that a stickon yearly

membership card could beﬂplaced upon the same card. Each year or when the member

was promoted or transﬁexed the old sticker was pulled off and the newone placed
thereon. These cards were phased out in the 1970's when the paper cards were

introduced in an economic move. This was also the time of the demilitarization

















































































