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EDITORIAL RAMBLINGS

The Hoppers have been rambling
again on a trip to do many things
related to CAP and some others
which were more r€lated to the
Editor's Beer Stein Collecting
Addiction.

We left home and headed for that
most dreaded place in'Yankee-
land' (for the benefit of our Northern
Friends, oYankeeland" is a true
Southerner's description of anY
geographical location North of Baton
Rouge, Louisiana), New York CitY.

Actually we were headed f or our

favorite hobby shoP on Long lsland,
but true to form, we got lost in
downtown Manhattan. After
encountering manY unf riendiY
natives, including one who beat on

the side of the van just because we
were on her street, we f inallY made
it.

From there we traveled uP the East

Coast to look at as manY submarines
as possible. This included a stay at
the' Navy's Submarine Base in New
London, Connecticut and a visit to
Mystic Seaport.

From there it was off to Portland,
Maine to board the cruise ship/auto
ferry to Yarmouth, Nova Scotia. For
you logistlcians, the lerry was a sight
io beh-old. ln addition to a whole
bunch of people it loaded about 15

laroe busses, ten or so 18-wheeler
ani about a hundred cars' After

spending a night in a cramPed
chbin, we off loaded and toured

Nova Scotia, including those places

which were the taking off places for

our South Louisiana Cajuns.
UltimatelY we arrived at Louisa

Morse's home at Nashwaak Bridge in
Canada lor a restlul vlsit.

lncidentally, Louisa made several
grouse hunts while we were there
Considering that I can report that the

birds were really delicious, her
success is obvious. The leaves were

really beautif ul.

The stein picking along the way was
productive. The Editor actually found
a couple of his favorite tyPe of steins

at respectable Prices.

Leaving Canada, we traveled to
Elmira, New York and the nrini-

convention for beer stein collectors.
The picking was good, but the Prices
were not so f rom a buYers' Point of
view.

Leaving Elmira, we made a whirlwind
trip to Annapolis, MarY land which
included a q uick stoP at Louisa's
Wilmington, Delaware to Pick uP her

latest donation to CAP, More about
this later. While in AnnaPolis we

visited the AcademY's Museum ancl

the Naval lnstitute Press' Book Store.

,With numerous antique shop stoPs
along the way and a slig ht detour
throug h Washington (more
submarine stuff) and a stoP at our

daug hter Carol's home in Asheville,

North Carolina, we f inal- IY made it

back home f or somo rest and

catching up, including this belated
newsletter.

The message in all of the above is, of

course HAB SPASSI (Have f un!)

LES



ABOUT THE COVER

Lee's cover selection for this month

is a decal of the Rockland CountY

GrorrD, New York Wing. There are no

known copies of a Patch using this

desiqn. Lee dates the design f rom

the 195o's. lt is interesting to note

ll)at it was designed by Milton Caniff'

I have not seen any other CAP

lnsignia designed by the creator of

"Terry and the Pirates." However

there are many f ine examples oJ

Caniff's work in Publicizing CAP,

including a comPtete comic book on

CAP using manY of the artist's
cha racters.

steeper as the Years Pass.

Please ioin me in exPressing our

heartfelt thanks to Louisa for this

most sig nif icant contribution'

PUBLISH OR PERISH

At lono last the Committee is back in
the D;blishinq business. Two really

imobrtant oieles ol CAP Historical

Reierence'Material are now available

at the CAP Book Store.

The first of these is Civil Air Patrol

H istorical M onog ra p h N umb er E ight,
Civil Air Patrol 1941-1991: A

Chronotogical Bibliography. This 143

oaoe cataloo of what has been

bu6tisfrea aSout CAP during its first

bo vears was comPiled bY

Committee Member; Lieutenant
Colonel Donald C. Borton, CAP. Part

I of thisCOMPUTER EOUIPMENT
DONATED

l.-cuisa Morse donated another
valuable pi6co of equiPment to the

Civil Air Patrol in general and the

National Historical Committee in
particular. ln this case it is a
Hewlett-Packard ScanJet P/us page

sca nner and associated software.
With it, we will be able to Preserve
some of our earlier (pre-computer)
documentation and organize many of

our historic documents.

When interfaced with a comPuter,
the scanner will record on computer
disk both images and text. The

editor hopes to improve the quality
of this newsletter by its use. Of
course, f irst comes the'learning
curve" which, by the way, gets
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srsrbptcel l'toNoGRAPll

^ 
cri(on_ol,oclc^r. nlnl.io'itrx1lr

N ATIONAL IIISTORICAL COMMITTEE

Ileadouartcrs Civil Air Patrot

Maxrv'cll Air Forcc Basc, Alabama

%ffi



outstanding work contains a

chronological listing of all known

'Periodical" Literature, whereas Part

ll is the same type of listing for
nNonperiodical" Literature. Both parts

contain; Author, Sub,iect and Source

lndices.

Considering his dedication to CAP

Historical Matters and his position ai
the National Library ol Medicine, we

are truly fortunate to have the really
prolessional services ol Don. He is to
be commended for the manY hours
of dedicated effort over the Past
several years in putting together one

ol the most outstanding
bibliographies which the Editor has

had the privilege to review.

CIVIL AIR PATROL
UNIT PATCHES. 

VOL. TWO

by
LTC Lee Ragan, CAP

NATIONAL
HISTORICAL
COMMITTEE
Headquarters CAP

collectors of CAP lnsignia, Again,
Lee brings the knowledge of his

lifelong enthusiasm for tho collecting
of military insignia to this trulY
definitive work. As was the case with
Don, Lee is to bs commended f or

hard work and dedication required
bv his latest addition to our collective
knowledge of Civil Air Patrol History

HISTORIC AIHCRAFT
IDENTIFICATION PROGRAM

After about seven years of research
and subsequent f rustrations, some
type of disposition has been
developed for each of the 1545

aircraft which have been identifies as

being used by the Civil Air Patrol

during World War ll.

Before,getting into the status of the
program it would be a good idea to

ieview some background, To do so,

kindly refer to the attached program

desciiption, Activity Log and Marking
u.Log.

Now that we know more about the
program, let's examine the loilowing
statistics:

DISPOSITION

Marking Material Senl to Wings.....62
Aircrafl Marked by Win9s..... . .,...28

Aircraft Being Rebuilt,... .. . ..,,., 52

Aircraft Being So|d............'. ......., 45

Pending Owner CorresPondence, 400

Sub Total, Existing Aircraft. . 587

Number Reassigned bYFAA.. ,,., B00

Number Not Listed by FAA...... . 130

Aircraft Destroyed....,. .. ..... ........ 24

Miscellaneous .... . .." 4
Sub Total, Non-Existing
Alrcraft. .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . . . . .. . . . . . 958

Lee Ragan has once again
sionificintlv added to our knowledge

of-CAP lnsignia. This time it is via his

This 50 oaqe profusely illustrated
relerenc6 ni'ani.rat ls a must lor all



Feview of the above reveals:

1 Whereas 9o sets of marking

material have been sent to the

Winos. current records indicate that

thev" have onlY marked 28 aircraft,

Frahklv this 35 percent performance

level by the Wings in this important
matter rep resents poor performance.

Although several reminders have

been provided, l'll try again with an

appedl to all Wing Historians to
rdview tne attached Marking Log and

see if we can get the iob done' Also,

anv assistance which Begion
Commanders care to offer will be

sincerely appreciated. The
alternative is for me to provide tho

rnaterial direct to aircraft owners.
Since this procedure would deny the -

Wings an excellent Public relations
opportunity I am reluctant to do so.

2 The 587 existing aircraft
ropresents 38 percent of thee total
aiicraf t. ln other words 38 percent of

them have survived the 50 Years
since they were used bY CAP. This is

outstanding when consideration is
given to the fact that manY of the
aircraft were already "antiques'at the
time of thoir use. From a logistics
point of view, this saYS that either
Frank Meyers or I have written
anywhere f rom one to five individual
letiers on each of the aircraft with the
total being approximately 1000. This
may help some of You understand
why this newsletter gets behind
schedule, as does my
correspondence.

3 Twenty two of the twenty four
aircraft Iisted as destroyed were
actually wartime losses.

4 Last, but no means least, these
statlstlcs show that elthel Frank or I

have researched the FM's Aircraft

Microfiche at least 1545 tlmes. This

in fact is understated, ManY of the

aircraft required multiple reviews ol

the record.

ln summary, WHEWI and thanks

Frank.

DISTRIBUTION:

Members NHC
Members NEC
Reg ion Historians
Wing Historians
Selected lndividuals



CIVIL AIR PATROL HISTORIC AIRCRAFT IDENTIFICATION
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

ln connection with the overall Historical Program within civil Air Patrol, the

National Historical Committee is sponsoring a program to identify and locate

aircmft having significant historical value. At the p.resent time the program ls

con"enttdlng-on-aircraft which were utilized by Civil Air Patrol during World War

il.

Using contemporary documentation, supplemented by personal knowledge,

iiicritt are sel'ected for possible inclusion in the program. Primarily.by the use oi

Feaerat Aviation Adminiitration Flecords, the current owner of the aircraft is

identified. Once the Committee has assured itself that the aircraft is worthy of

progiJm r""ognition, the owner is contacted in regard to his wanting to have his

aircralt recognized.

The program includes the marking of the aircratt with a 1 112 by 31/2 inch

plaque which reads as f ollows:

THIS HISTORIC AIRCRAFI
WAS FLOWN BY THE

CIVIL AIR PATHOL
ON ACTIVE DUTY DUR]NG

WORLD WAR II

Provision are also made to provide the owner with a certificate of Appreciation

tor his preservation efforts. r'

Rather than merely mailing these items to the owner, the appropriate wing

Coiiimina". is aff'orded tlie opportunity to handle the presentation in any

manner he chooses.

Should there be any questions regarding either an aircraft ol tle pr.qq.rqml

olease feel free to contact Colone-i Leste-r E. Hopper, CAP, National Historian,

ft:[-Mffi;; ctrtt, rl"* orleans, Louisi- ana 7oi31-8305 or by phone at

504-394-3530,
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