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I..IY$1'HIl 1 CAL NE:NSI.HT'TUIT

VOI-I]I"IE VI NUHBER :3

I'IAY*JUNH I !947

t,ll,,lf"Llll,t ill= -hl{ll:iiil,,.l!:!iili

U'le1 1., j.t. i'iii tlt;lL [:i. rntil n-i ]:;lts: monl',h to ;rrtt ut-tt ttrj.:r pr-eeitigiorts
-i ur-ri- rr;r.1 . 0[iF'!i Ltt i:.; r-e;rl.ly that 'L i. rrtt': .r rnc]nth 1i:16], A ratlrtlr"
i:btr-r:;e urtry c:{ ,:.iayi nqi Lltfii:: 1:he hJr"iter ie; lrir: L.r:;Llal LaL.e se}-f , In
a Ltl{*r- r,rc:r{j$i, I'm $firr-y l. ;rm la{:*: aqai.no br-rt r et i r- r,"'ine'n t haE
reitllrl.ted :Ln nry +;r1. Iinql mve'n .i:r-tr"Lher berhirrd than nrrrmal . Actua1ly,
the r-E]tir-emc.:nt rat:L-tltt-:cl in Lhe: J.oiis oJ: r y c-lflod r-iqtrt lrand .rt tlre
af licE Nhn d:Ld al. I fi{ thc.} clrudgerry part o{ FL.lttir}q oLtt the:
r-rErwgl r.lL.l:er-, llh wel.L { I dan'L p.lan on -qoing hacli to r4clr- [l 

"11']y 
time

soon 1 r;c: 1 qtrlress I h;icl hri.rst qeL F,j.'lh the prc:qr'.:rn and try to cJt:

bettr.r r:ext {:irncr"

As f clr unernswers*d corr-e:l;:orrdenre, L.he ltgutal
pr-orrri se to tr"y Lm clo t:r:t'Ler i n 'Lhe f uture"

apol r:q1i er; and

E,y the wfiy, { c}r' tllu$er {:'f yc,Lt who ar(3 pr-osFLrct i Ve rE?t i rEles, do i t ,

it is gre:rt,

A trel ate.d l-lappy l'lu L.her 's D;ry t$ f.hclr:i# who qLr.-r1 i f y and l-lappy
trathr-.r"'5 Day to fither i.ndividr-ral,s r;r-ral if ierl {ot' tlrat dir:Linction.

LE$

ABOLll' r-r-tE CUVEl.l

The rather tired ta:rprert;sion orlh.he decrepit aircra{t on thr" patch
c,f Civi 1 A1r f'atrol 's Coas;ta1 Fatr"nl Lta$e 1.7 at Slt{f ol k Ai.rport
orl Long Ir;l and n Nr"w Ycir- l': captltrer:i tltu Epirit o{ the typtl o{
air"cra{t {lown L:y those gal lant mt:n o.f tlret time, Also captltring
the rpirit is thcr story cl{ Civi l. /lir FatroL a:: presented in ttle
bfrse's ccntelmpor";rry lri. str:ry whi (:h i rn att*r:hed. l-.ee's
represein [,ati otr o+ the ori gi nal {:le:;i grr by Zacl; f'losl Lry i 5 a
Ne]l:ome aclrji tian {:u olrr arflhive$ r:rf CAF' lJnit Patchtls.

LT]EjT F :NPL,E DEF,AN"TTIE Nl'

nr nE; t

l,Je ar€l sti I I mis:5inq] tha rr;lmes and addreg,ses oi
Histr:riarrs, Thery ar'*:l

r;evtlral Llnit

Great La l;e*s tl$Ui crn

Nor-tlr [Jr:r"r t r n1 Ileigi nn
l,ent lrc hy [.r,li rrq
Der L awar-e [di r-r q1

l"l;rs:r:rch r-rstlt t * Wi nq1

Verr mmn t lJi nql

r:l L aEil,:a lr'l i. nq
lrlevad er Wi n q.|

LJ L alr Ni ng
Nerw l'1ex i co ldi ng



A lot of interrFrltinql dateg orr the at taclied ;rvi;:tt j mrr history
cal.elndarr;, A pair in I'lay which cautqht rny r'nyF i,.1ere 

'Lhe 2f: l'1ay 1?4tlr

t;i mrrl at LerJ ELtropean l'1i sisi ctn and thp Sir-rrrtlncletl lr${ Germany on B May

1945, A lat of thinq* happened tn a 1ot nT rper:;:). c--' be-tween tlrese
two rlateiE, t\lclt ed al Eicl r,{flri the 3 JLtne L?59 Fi rBt Gr';idt'tati on Day "rt
the Ai r' lacrre Acaderny,,

As l;tato{:l her{r:re, it ig h:i. qrh1y desiraL,le'i that Lhtl t'lriter- he l,:r':Frt

inf fir-mecl a$ to th{: :tatn.-; nf the ;lppoi n Lnr{En'L:; ctf l-li:.itorians at
al. l. l evErl,ii, r^ritlrin t-.lte uommand. It wc,r..rl. cJ tr*:....apprelr:i.;:rtr,'d :i{ the
nppropriate F(Eqion Oommanclers woutltl traver mr* nnti lie-'cl as tn the
irc"rflieli ;dnd acldrpr;ses nf tltm twr: rni:iE;inQ Et+q:ij. tll"l l"lir:trr j arr*' The

iafie is trnel i.f l--he- [k*r-; i. nn Histr:r-ian:l mf Rer;inna t{ith missing
tdi rrr; lli stmri a11:;. l,,ror..t L d erncoltra!le thei r ;,rpp:cti n'Lntent arrcl advi'*e me.

f-ll: a fLtr-1:hctr note to 1ar;t i:;l:lte's c:omfi{:nt r:rr [-lni.t Fli:tori.t*t;, very
"[ erJ w$r'e.l recerivect Lry the dR"-rcll ine? pre:ic:rit]t]d irr [AFl :1{).-1.

AV 1 A"I' 1T]N [I I $TI]RY

Urr thE firlf:' $i de, I'1"1y iiaw ttrn arti vati Llrr n{ [c];r!3ta1 F'atro] Fasesi
6 at St, Sii rnr:nr-, Isl"rnd, Georgia, --l at l'1i arni n Flarida, and I on
Jam{*s Istarrcl at $av"rnnahr fii€lclrqi€\" I't a1s;o :;.rw {irs:;t patrol
nperlrtion-t {rorn Ha:;€s;i 4. ;.rt Far},:s.1. e'y,, Vir"Sirri":, 5 at Flaglc'r
B*:ach FjL ori cla, 6 at tlt, Si.nons L:;l. anil 1 [ierre;i. "r, 7 .rt l'li ami ,
F l nri da, and {3 cn ,"1.:1,ne!; I'-+l and aL S;rvantr"rh, Gr,:r:r'q i a ' '-l 

ltrr e,r r:at^t I:he

;lrLiv;rt j.r:n n{ Ilar:;pi ? *t f. Firatnd Isle, [.-ol.ti::ii."1nBr ].() ;'lt IJBaLl,n$n'l-,

felilar+, anrl 11. aL F'ascaqclula, l"liiirsi.ritiiippi.

FUI]I, ]:SiFI NR FIIFI ] $FI

that [.F]e Ftaqlan '* Qi v.i ]....,_01_f_jl,e!-LS_]_____L.llt i !I am p1erastrrl tn ;rnrrnnnce
F atrhErr" * Vcrl Lrmr: []ne i g avai. lahlo fclr nrderr' {r'cm tlrt3 [Af]
I*clol:{itore. At $S, (:r(:) i$ is thFr bar"qain nf the y(lar' {or ttre r.jeriol.tli
studilnt of CAF Hi$tr:r-y., Irr orderlr: c;ive /fJLl rln idea as Lo its
cnnter:Ls. att;rclrerl yoL{ wil.L "f inrJ a (:oFy o"f itg li:'rel'f ar:m' 'It does
hnwevt:r con'Lain nnt? glari.ne er-r'i:1r,, Namr*ly ! the- ranlr of the
ar-r'Lhor, L-ern iqi now a 1."i.elttelnnr)L []olnneL ' Set-iot-t:rLy,
corrgr-atulaLi.on tm LeE: {or hir* wel. I dairriervecl pt'omnti.nn. I'lhi Ie c}n

the sir-rlr ject n+ pr'oaloti.oll!i, l. *rrn al:;n P1$a$ed to afinoLttlc€3 the
promr:'L.ion mf Cl;rroL Ft. "l'lomma" l{nppe-r' 'L.s the rif,rl}t nf l-.i tlt-ttenant
Col clnerl , l: ni qht alsifl ildcJ ri c::hl y ders;*r'vmd r i + {:c}r' rl$ other" rea:ion
than pLrtlxinrJ 116r witlr tlrra writer 'f r:r' s;orler 41 yF:ar'$ e:f f ective I
.llrne.

On tlrr+ l.li*toric"al l'lotll$j siidfl,,! Lroth [-.ere ar)cl /-\laI] came tlrru urith
the lrelp reqt-te::h.ed :1.aiit tncnth, AtLar:hed Frl k'a'.ie {:i.ntJ l-.ee:'; vL'r-y

intluresti ng cL.rmpari$ort berl.:wr*u:n [AF' ;lrrcl l"li 1i.t;rry $ervj, cm Rithons.
Al:ir: see Lhei two of the nne:; whiclr Alan :i,r-tbmitted nrr ttre Narrant
U{*icerr i:i, Wreath al d Lhe Uerrti {i.c.rte n'f F:'r-n"f ici*nr:y'

FnrLher in connectj.on r^ri.th p.rutr l i c at i r:n ,, l[ arn in thF prflcess of
rr:vi ewi ng Jnhr) Elatt*n '* l{i riitnry o{ Uoa$t"'r1 lJase & ;rt St ' $i mon 's
IsI.i,rnrl . tienrqia. John it; a veterafi r:{ the Base-' ancl ;r memher- o{



thE Naticrnal Hi:l.tor-ical IHrnrfiitl:ec,, l-'h.-: trrrrrecl l-]i,:i clricel tent finfil
draft clvur t.c n:u :;ome time ago ;rnd ;rl. l Lhat i::, ];:rcl,;ing is pr-tttinq
i. t i rrto the f orrnat HB Llrr€r f cr- r:ur" trormal monoqraph;, Thi s wi I1 be
a mo.;t v.reI c:cr'r]o ;rtjdition to nt.rr- llareiE, llilrtclry Filesi. I will oti{y
everyont? wlrel i{: is ;lva.l LaL,)1c,

FLrrther LLr'rdE:r r.!v j. elu,r i. si ;r tr-Lr:1. y ot.ltl;tandi ng plrhl i rati on by l'la jmr'
Donalci C. Hor"Lon, CrqP, Flar-yland lrJinq's l'li 1:;t-.or- j.:rn. Don har-t cione a

{ine jot:
prr otlr"rc erJ ,

i rl thr] two []hronoL or'ti uaI Bi. Lrl :i c-rgraphi eE hB has thLts f ar

Es.r-L:rdi*l--.-.!.j.-!-q.!:"t",jt:e anrJ 
"lL:g-l-lsl"gi:"r-i-i:"d-l-se"l"-L 

i !.g"t3jg:g a:; i 1:

pertain$ to CAP f ro,n L{74.1 tl"rru 11787,, As indicaLed in lris, attached
" IntroclLrcti on " r othrjr Vol umEg: are i n pr-ocess. A!; wa:i the) cast]
wi th ,lshn 's Hi str:r'y a F llase 6, a1 ]. that r{}mai fis tt] bG done i s ptrt
it in l"lonclgraph Form 'f r:r" plrhlication. Aqain, yoLr will be ;rdviced
t+hen i t j. s avili I .3trl r* f r-on h.he Llool::rtor-E.

Ltrave i t to L-se to spnt the lrnrrsural i n srrt oi the r{;.ly p:L arer,,
This ir: i llr-rstrated by thri attached copy o{ F}aqei 7b of the
December" 1987/Janr-rary/ttVgB i s;13r-.rr:l o{ 0:,_f -_Cn,.1_-_9p.e_qg. 

Note r*ther
ltnlrsltal CAF' Irrsiqni"r mn ther nose oJ: the aircra{t in the uppt*r
right i l lustr,rti.on. I have Lried to 1ficfitr* a copy r:{ the Nlrmber
.fo Captain Plidrriqht Comic lJoul: tcr {irrci oLtt !,rhaL it i$ a}} aboltt.
'1"o dateo I have ncit heen slrccessf r-rl , hL. nepd to qet 'l.hi s une to
add ts the $t(."lv{l C;:rnyun t:ins i n olrr ar{:hi vtls, $o, l et 's al l sl:art
1(fo[,:in!].

Hl,s""r-Q8!q."" f*rr"Q.8ff 1-_J pgrut_I.r_J!.sr_r alrl-t'llq-qfi {u

Fran[r i.n "Jti1] on sahb.rticel prodLrcing pulllir: :tccErsE] ratlle
teLevision docLlmentar-i (rs;, l'1ence t-l"ri. nqE are a hit ,Jlow an thiE
prtrject. As wittr other items, iL is pr-ogrexsinq on its r:wno l:r-rt
help iE stil] nea'ds-"d {r-orn 1".1r c. Ning Flir;toritrrrs irr ;rsr:lu-i rrt"g the
timely prest'ntatirrn mf cerr"t i{i c;lte* ;rncl pLaqures, when ttrey are
shi.p;:r+d tr: tl'ieir" r"esFef:t:lvt] Wi.nq!i,

Not trn.[ y ern ai ri:r;r{t th;:rt me{l|ts thr* parame.'L(:rsi o{ tlrr* proflrarn,
bLlt on€ u f j, nter-est tr: :;everal. o,f r-rsi orr t-l"re []omrrri t Lee,, i s N 5(:)75
G, {ornter"l y ${ the Tex;ls l,rlirrg. tr"}+ f e(ti onaL.eIy krror"rn to Lee ar'}d
others; a:; the rrli"rncly l--r.lqged Ilel I y [dhornpr:r- " , i t deparLt:d thr': CAF,

inventory not too lonq *q$, ftlrrirrq a recent visit by the
Hictor-j.an cl the,r LnternaLir:nal Bir"d Ooq Aasoriatir:n lrre nai:iced a
pictrrre o'f the "IitelLy ldhompr-,r" " h$nqinq nn my Iibrary wa11. -lhe

rer;ull: was lris pr"ovidinq thr+ hi.st(:)ry o1' tlre aircr-;i{'L i.n the {or-rn
of the ;rtt;rr:hecl copty nf ;,r l. etter ta :i. ts, clrrren [: c-1wnel:r'.

5{:) [h ANI.I I VEF{S]ARY FL-ANl'l I f'l{i

In his f irsit volLrfie, he has chranc;l ngical ly I isterl The

The i::sLrarrre
Ann i vers,::r y
l etter { r oni

F r;st ma:;t er- ,,

o{ a ;:ost ag*
receii vetl a bi.g

-l he Spe"rlier o{
l'utrr l-'liJrrr:l). ey cl i rJ

*tarmp tc' crotfi,nemor;rte oLrr 5(:]th
hom,st vi a the: att-ached copy of .:.l

ther llor.rse r:{ Flepresentat i vi'=s to the
the L:*:h i nd l-he Ecene wnr 1.,: to h"rve

t;



this l.r*tter hrr-itten irl oLlr' hehal f ' A:: [:tlf ore,
HCrrk:inci ort yor,lr L r:qll. til aLcrrt::i and/cir tlre F:'o::t masit r:r '

start yctltr'
;ilp:p:rec i ate

r:}t h €ilr'g ,

tr: l. ease E{:art

Fl.ilrning {or
hear i nq abr:lt L.

In n f.t'r 6:r areaqn it i. --. n$t too earl.y to
activi'L.in,s orr the local $c{!ne. I wur'r1rl

yr:uLr" ;:1.ans sn that I may p"rsl', 'Llrern nn tct

M.II-!'ML-*I!R5!" -r-E FJ-il!g". t5ll:ffi ,)r J'!.ll

fttLachr:rJyoltwill"finclAtelntativeaclrilrtd;r{oroltrsemirr"rr-"As
clrr-renLly pl.rnnerJ " :it will tle cclr'ldt-\cted ;rs in tlre past" If yoLt

thint': o{ anyL.hing t^rhich yoLr wonlcl 1i hel "rclclerJ,r 
}E:t me' l::now and I

will attempt to tln sa. F'Lease pl an on i\l'tefiitJlinq clrld encoltr-aqe

other-s to cio gct. t: ll''

Crrrretrt pl. ans c 
":t 

l. l. {nr Ll!'. to h;tv6l ctltr hooth r'rith the inr'iqnia
iJi.splay' Tlran!;s tr: l"-i.b's hel.pr in having i[: rn;]nLl{'tctt-tre-'d ancl Lee'e

iit*ngi",l thc+ matmri;:\l "f or j.t, we t''t i l l h;:tvt'r a third Elj'sp] ay c'ase

'f r-r l. l. r:{ qrcrdi es. By tlre r.ray, vol Ltnteer-q': are needed to l-te1p man

it.

L-€rn adviEied that h e,: has heetrt abl e Lcl lrave three commercia1

elrippirrg corrtaitrr.:rs inacle; to f arili{:ate the rlisplay'l: shi6rme*nL'
-l-hi.c r,li 11 giol.v[: cJne o'f oLtr prifi]ary cDnc6rr-rrei relatinq to shi pment

and slrould f aciLitate ot.lr abil i.ty to 1nafl thti d j.ripl,:ty tt:} F(eqiolrs

anct l,]inqs f mr- u6e att tlreir ;rct j'vities. Iir:, we ;il ]' owe Len A t]iq
vnt e.r of thanl,::; '

tlt ll:T-lEn I TEI'lgi

llavel :ierveral otheer i trnma prrovi r:lecl by r-eaclert;i r+hi ch t4i 1 :l tre

def er.r"c-.d tr: nsxt i$$tre. ftc,lar;nrr, r:urrtlnt editori.ll policy limits
to {c}Llr paqes of tet;rt. nef,ii cJ Fl:i thato l rrer:d tlre material {nr tlre

n ex t i gisltei ,

HD AND AVA I L. ABL.E H I Eil uFt IcA,L,. l-N"L !nm:l I ll8

F r-r:gr am - 1.toms ircm
IA,EINTED; tty LoLri s;a

thc, attached copY r: f

* Fnr nlrr l"lt-t.;e ut m Di. *Pt1;rY

l'rer mar::ter' lis{:.

D l tlt Fr l HLl-l I flN;

I'lemh er',.5 l'.ll-{C

l,l(?mLr er'!; hlll.I
Rt3g i. orr l-li:;tcri an,j
l,^li nt; Flirtorians - l^lh*:r e I cJerrrtiiied
Sell. ucted Indi viclltal:;

r:1.
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THIS IS CIVIL AIR PATROL

, greatest war/ squeezed into 400 words'

It is the story of the Civil Air Patrol, an American

ohenomenon born out of the heartbreak and shock

"nd 
rn.rry dread of Pearl Harbor and Srown' mi-

,"culouslv, into the most amazing, most flaming-

spiritecl, tightly-knit and hard-working volunteer

army this nation ever has seen'

One week before Pearl Harbor there was no Civil

Air Patrol; it was iust a dream in the heart of Cill

Robb Vilson, president of the National Aeronautical

Association Afew days after Pearl Harbor' Lt Col'

Earle L. Johnson, a pilot of.14 years' experience'

took off one night in his own ship and dropped a

sandbag squarely upon a Cleveland factory' just to

mak. otheis 
"t-i' 

ht had seen-how fearfully

vulnerable our peace-geared aviation system would

be for a few determined, smart saboteurs

Today Gill Robb Vilson is as proud as the,father

of quiniuplets' His baby has grown up Today Lt'

.- Col. .1ohn.on, who carried out his own startling

aerial Paul Revere mission with the sandbag' is Com'

mander of the Civil Air Patrol, and the top officer

in the most astonishing army of civilians ever to

serve under the Stars and StriPes'

From nothing it grew like magic lt is composed

' of men too old ior the army, boys too young for it;

sportsmen bringing their light planes with them;

women who enlisted to be mechanics, nurses' radio

operators, observers, and photographers' Thousands

of them have gone into the air forces; many more

thousands couldn't make it and went determinedly

on with their cAP jobs.

HIS is one of the greatest stories of America's

This is an armY than 75,000 strong,

flying out of a

This is an army that more than twenty-

four million miles ocean, spotted 173 sub-

marines in American coastaliwaters, has sunk a few

dead amateurs, a man of 50 and a boy of 19'-'-itri, 
i. an aimy of millionaires and motormen, of

lawvers and liquor salesmen, of undertakers and car-

o.ni".s, of furniture merchants and photographers,

of *"rrg. men and artists, of plumbers and physi-

ciais, o-f hous.wives and professional women and

librarians and store clerks.

This is an army which has cut down trees to

build its own coastal patrol bases and has paid the

farmers for the trees. This is an army whose women

have run canteens for their bases when there was nc

monev for canteens. This is an army which, at one

new coastal patrol base, had no life preservers but

solved the problem when seven dead Germans were

washed up on their beach one evening-all of them

wearine lifebelts.

This-is an army that Patrols the perilous coastal

waters, from Maine to Mexico; an army that oPer-

ates Army and industrial courier service everywhere

in the 4d states; an army that patrols the forests,

flies emergency relief to flood and disaster areas and,

skirtine mouniainous and wooded-terrain its pilots

kno* iik. the lracks of their hands, has located lost

plane after lost plane where other searchers have

failed.

This is an army that patrols the wild and isolated

border between Texas and Mexico, flying low

enough to read license Plates.

Th-is is an army that flies on active duty for mere

subsistence pay ancl flies all its other work without

any comPensation at all.

This L an army that spends, out of its own

oockets, a million dollars every month to keep Civil

Air Patrol dding all it can in this war and-in the

case of at least 30 pilots who gave their lives-more

than it can do.

This is an army which fought its way up from

earlv ridicule as a bunch of joy-hopping playboys to

it. olace todav as an auxiliary of the AAF and the

only civilian organization entitled to wear the U S'

insignia on its uniform'

This is an army no man or woman in ii ever will

forget.

This is the Civil Air Patrol.

of them and has driven the rest oft until today the

reign of submarine terror in coastal shipping has

been beaten out by the little wings of the small CAP

Patrol Planes.

This is an army which has lost 75 precious planes

and more than 3b good flyers, who died as bravely
\- 

as any combat pilot in,-a $ici!.ian or Solomons lsland

dogftght. 'Ihis is an army that numbers among its E. R. VeoesoNcoruR, Lt. CAP



PRETACE

Unit insignia have been with Civil Ait Patrol alnost fron the

beginnlng. These pieces of Printed or enbroidered cloth have served the

s"ie purposes within this organization as Einilar insig[ia ot the Arned

Forces - to provide unit identification and pronote esprit rle corps'

sonetiDes beautiful, souetines crude, the purpose is still the same: to
pronote conradery and quick identification. Every Patch shovn in this
iook has an interesting story behintl it. sone vere designed by one

person, others flere a "tean effort" by nenbers of the unit' A few were
iborrowed', frou Arnetl Forces insignia. Several were tlesigned by famous

cartoonists, such as Col. Zack }tosely, CAP, l'filton Car:iff , and the l{alt
Disney Studios. Sone were never adopted by the units they represeht'

All of these patches were made in relatively snall t.tunbefs' ]lany

of the older designs are no longer iu existence in their original form,

but through photographs anil o1d tlrawings have been preserved'' Several

are illusiraieil as tlrawings in this book. AIl too many have disappeared

forever, so it is with this in mind that the author, along vith several

other civil Air Patrol nenbers arr,l historians, has attenpted to recoral

sone of the unit insignia in this book. It is hoped that this will be

the first of several volunes that nill record the iuages of these unit
insignia.

Now for a fen vords about this book. I lrould ]ike to have been

able to illustrate this vol,ume with color photographs, showing eactr

patch fu1l size. I would like to have included a1I the backgrountl

infornation on eaeh patch, i.e. who designed it, nhen it ras approvetl,

etc. Unfortunately, that was inpossible. llhat I did try to do was to

uake a photocopy oi each patch so that you. the reader, would knotr tha!
these units had (or have) an enblem. At least we can reeord that much

information' Some patches are shown fuII size, but most have been

retlucetl by varying degrees to eonserve space. Because several people

donated plotocopits. the iurages were nade on nachitles of variable
quality. In each ease I have tried to use the best possible repro-
d-uction. You will notice that a few patehes are alnost totally lackirg
in tletail - they appear as not ituch nore thau black silhouettes' This

is caused by the use of dark eolors throughout the desigr:, ard these
just do not photoeopy well in black and iihite. i'ly apologies for this '

flaw. but I did the best I ,rould under the circunrstances.

State wing patches ancl region tabs, worn on the Lett shoulder, as

wel] as the old national shoulder patehes have been oinitted purposely

frorn this book. They are aloeunented in THE Coi,lJEcTons CATAL,oG oF CIVIL

AIR PATROIJ II,ISIGNIA fSlZ-fSSS, nhich is available through the Civil iir
Patrol Bookstore at National lleadquarters. Some region shoulder
patches, which were overlooked vhen preparing thre C0LLECToRS CATAL'oG,

nay be found in this series of monograDhs.

This book also cohtains several "conmemorative" type patches. such

as those for search and Rescue conpetitions.. These are worn irith the

sane pride as the group and squailrou patches.

All insignia are arrangetl in either numerical order, for u[its that

1L



are nunbereal in the saue Danner aE Arned rorces units, or alphabetical-
iy.cioupdesignationsnayfa11intoeithercatagory.
*i11 h"r"-t"rera1 "Group" patches, but other group patches will be

sciiterea throuqhout the book. I shoultl explaiq- to.-!h-ose readers vho

are not faniliai lrith Civil Air Patrol practice of unit tleEignation,

itrat in the case of nunbered groups' the rord "Group" precedes the unit
nunnber. i.e. Group ?. This is the reverse of the Arned forces
practice. rhich plices the nunber first and the title second, i.e. 8th

iit ror"". the iive digit nunbers on sone patches are "charter"
nur0bers. Each unit in Civil Alr Patrol has a five digit code nunber

assigned to it, which designateg the ring or region. with the last three

digiis designating the unit nithin the ring. This charter nuDber nay or

nai not be usetl in the "nane" designation.of a unit. For exanple, the

ctrirter nunber for Group 16, Texas lling, is 42t97, Texas was the

foiiy-secona ring, alphlbetically, when charter nunbers were first
assilnett, and Group 15 is unit nurnber 197 irithin the Texas lting' The

nane "Group 16" ras assigned by the Texas Ting Headquarters'

civil Air Patrol units are organizetl at the 1ocal level rnuch in the

sane \{ay as National Guard units. It is very rare for a sguaclron or

flight io nove from one town to another, but a group heatlquarters can be

,ov"d to any citY or town rithin that group's geographical boundaries'

There have even been a fer cases nhere a grouD headquarters ras not
physically within the group's boundaries. This hone torn. local flavor
is often evident in the design of a unit patch.

sone modern civil Air PatroL units have adoptetl patch designs fron
Yorld ilar Ttto active duty c. A. P. units, and thus establish a link or

"lineage" rrith those nartirne units. Civil Air Patrol has no formal
piogrJr to pass on lineage and honors fron an old unit to a rnodern unit.
is is practiced in the U. s. Air Force and the U. S. Arny' However. a

civil 
-lir 

Patrol unit nay adopt, rith the fling Comrnander's approval, the

insignia of another C. A. P. unit which preceded it in the same local'

area antl, in this unoffieial iray, perpetuate the original unit'

Is with any book of this type. mistakes are going to occur' If you

finit an error. or ean verify any unit designation that contains a

question rnark (?). please contact me at the aildress given below'

- If you knor of any Civil Air Patrol unit insignia not contained iu
this booi, please senil the author a good qua).ity photocopy of that
pit"tr. ti you prefer, I wilL buy examples of Civil iir Patrol unit
patches, if you will notify roe of the price. I vould like to have at

ieast two huntlred ad<litionil patches to include in Volurre II of this
series, as well as to correct any mistakes rnaile in this first voLume'

I sincerely hope each one of you sho reads this book will enjoy antl

appreciate the coloiful hj.story of Civil Air Patrol. represented by the

unit patches containetl herein.

27 February 1988 l,ta j or Lee Raqan . cAP

4 219 Durango irve. .
odessa. Tx 197 62
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NATIONAL HISTOR ICAL COMMITTEE

ALLAN F POGORZELSI(I
Lt. Colonel, CAP

l\,lr.tional !-lislorjcal Qemqnf'ltes
Certificate of ProficiencY

Before there vas a SPAATZ AIIAPD ' before thefuevas a Mj'tche]-l Award '

there was ltre certificate of proficiency. shor,,n above is the official sketch

oft}IecertificateofProfiencyRibbondesignedbytheHeraldicBranchoflhe
Office of the Quateflnasler General of the united states AflIt]/ "

ThecertificatefiasestablistredbychangeltoCAPR35-4datedDecan]cer,

1954.11'ecertificatewouldbeawardedbytheNationalcomnander(thenaUSAF

ceneral officer) on behalf of the Civi'I Air Patror and the USAF in recognition

of the successful completion of the CAP cadet training Prograrn' The ribbon uas

established by Weekry Burletin No,32' dated 23 August 1956' The ribbon and

c€rtificaterecognizedthecadetscotnpletionofthesixachieve[Entofthe.
Aviation Ealucation Progran plus the completion of a tvo week suflrer encamE[Ilent

at a USAF base. The cadet !'as vell versed in his/her military education and

crculal vear his unifonn an'l quote ttle General orders as l ell as any Basic trainee

mititary graduate.

the USAE'was so impressed,lhaL the cadet who received the C'o'P' vas

eligible for enlistlIEnt at the grade of 'Airman 3rd class' rat]Er than Basic

airman.MostcAPcadetsbecameactingflightsergeantssoonafterentering

Basic Training, due to tle skill learned in CAP' During the 1950's the USAF

needed I{AF officers and CAP cadets vith ttle C'O'P' rere given the credit of

tvoyearsofcouegeifthq/volunleeredforttleWAr.officertrainingprogram.
I,lhen tl)e cadet earneal his c.o.P'ra new lrorld openned up to him within

ttte CAPC progian for,rhe nov was eligible for Cadet Officer Grade as well as

various Special Activities ' He might go on tlle IACE or the 
'Iet 

orientation

Course or even becotle a cadet encampNnent comnander !{here he vouldl receive

the dislinction of being a cadet colonel for that temporary tuo week period'

( At tlEt time lhe grade of c/,TC and c/coI vere orlly tenporary grades

authorized for encamprents only' )

TtreCertiflcateofProficiencywlsreplacedbytheGeneralBiuyMitcheu

A,rard vith the publishing of CAPR 39-3, dated 20 March 1964" By 1967 tyle term

certificate of proficiency had been repr.ace ry ttre term }dtchell Award. Ttre

Mitcheu being tl* fourth in the series of possibre awards given to caarets for

lraining, ( the others-,be*i;r,9 the Earhart ' The Spaatz and the Falcon Ar'rards' )

The Certificatu-ii proficiency Ribbon is still worn by nany forrer

cAPcadetswhoarenowseniormem]cers.ThisribbonisauthorizedunderCAPR39-3

vhich permits the hiQtrest ribbon earned aB a cadet to be worn ' rt is a nDst

dislinctive ribbon and vorn with distinction and pride by the "o1d corps" '
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Ne.tional Historical Commiitee

t'tl



NATIONAL HISTOR ICAL COMMITTEE

The FLIGIIT OFFICER.S WTCAth

this lrDnth we'I1 look into a little lc:Iown area of CAP history' Perhaps

unlolown would be a better term, because sone might say it never existed'If that

brings a question to your rnind, thinl< of it as the i.nsignia that 1|ras, but wasn't.

ceneral l,lenDrandum #129r dated 29 June 1944, from National Headguarters,

cAp listed cAP insignia anal the correct nettlod of wear upon the shirt and upon

the service and flight caP.

The first paragraph, authori.zed officers and warrant (Flight) officers to wear

their insignia of grade on the right side of shirt couars and tlle siLver cAP

Wings and fropetter-insignia on the left collar, whenever the shirt 1gas worn as

the outer gannent of the uniform. This vas the first tilrE that CAP officers could

wear rank insignia any place other than upon the red shoulder straps, and placed

lhe insignia in exactly the same position as that vorn by the anny ' The red

shoulder loops vould still remain until early 1945, but the location of the rank

insignia remained on the collar until the late 1970's \,rhen the new European style

USAF stloulder slideon loops r^rith CAP enrloroidered vere created. It is an interesting

side note in our history that in over 45 years I,re've come fullcircle onc€ again

vearing rank insignla on the shiri shoulder like they did in the early 1940's.

But, getting back to our interest today, ve must look at paragrapg 2 of

Gl,I-129, nhich required tlle 1 inch cap disk on the garrison (flight) cap by aI1

personnel and by enListed nembers on the service cap. TtIe officers were reguired

to wear the Silver upturned vings on the service cap and w-arrant and flight officer

the CAP vreath disk insignia on the service cap.

There was some problem for soIIE officers wore the plain disk(it didn't

extend beyond the top of the service cap and rip the fabric in the airplane, )

while sone enlisted l,/ore the officerseriblem, ir tney couLdn't get the srlaller

disc, lltre menDralrdum hoped to settle the guestion. ThJs also conforred to the

ArTu), ru1es, lrhlch stated that warrant officer would wear the special warrant

of.ficer cap lnsignia. ( when the usAF beca[e a serarate servlce in 1947 one

cap insignia uas authorized for aII officers, the term incfuded warrant officers.)

The attactred drawing by l4ajor I€e Ragan, National Historical Conmittee sllovs

vhat the emblern might have looked 1lke. We say might, for we have iound no e,<alnple

of this insignia anil weekly Bu1letin, Nuiber 2, dated 11 August 1955 recended it

authorization.
n..,, so mucf, Ji:cli-r Z9 as to the'wear of the ceP wreath disk cap insiqnia



by varrant andflight officers is recended. Due to manufacturing difficulties

i! is no! contemplated that a special insiginia for. this group of personnel nill

be made. Flight and warrant officers wiLl continue-.lp-Uear the officers cap

insignia.. Thus the CAP became the first organization in the U.S.Anq' to use

only one insignia for both officers and warrant officers and r,re have an

interesting note vhich we can share {j.th our members about CAP's history'

HISTORICAL NCIES: /4

ST]BMIITED - 10 }.{ARCH 1988
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Sketch by MAJOR LEE RAGANI
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VLLAN F POGORZELSKI

Lt. Colonel, CAP
Natlonal Hlstorlcal Commlttoo


















