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EDITORTAL RaMEL TNES

Well, it is that time of the month to put out this prestigious
journal ., 00FS! it is really that time a month late. A rather

obtuse way of saying that the writer is his usual late self. In
ather  words, IT'm  worry I oam late again, but retirement has

resul ted in my falling even further behind than normal. Actually,
the retirement resulted in the loss of my good right hand at  the
office who did &11  of the drudogery part of putting out  the
newslether., Oh well, I don’t plan on going back to work any time
soon, o 1 guess I had best get with the program and try teo do
better next times.

Aes for  unanswered correspondence, the usual apologies and &
promise to try to do better in the futuwre.

By the way, for those of you who are prospective retirees, do it,
it is great.

A belated Happy Mother s Day to those who gualify and Happy
Father ‘s Day to other individuals gualified for that distinction.

LES
ABROUT THE COVER
The rather tired expression on the decrepit aircraftt on the patch

of Civil Air PFatrol s Coastal Fatrol Base 17 at Suffolk Airport
on Long Island, New York captures the spirit of the type of
aircraftt flown by those gallant men of the time. Also captuwring
the spirit is the story of Civil Alr Fatrol as presented in  the
brase s contemnporary history which is attached. Lee’'s
representation  of the original design by Zack Mosley is a  most
waelcome addition bto our archives of CAF Unit Fatches.

LOST FEOFLE DEFARTHENT

We are still missing the names and addresses of several Unit
Historians., They are:

Great lLakes Region Vermont Wing
Morth Central Region Alaska Wing
Fentucky Wing Mevada Wing

Del aware Wing Utah Wing
Massachusetts Wing New Mexico Wing



Ae stated before, it is highly desifFable that the writer be kept
informed as  to the status of the appeointments of Mistorians at
all levels within the command. It wmuld_gﬁd@ppramiat@d if the
appropriate Region Commanders would have me notified as to  the
names and addresses of the two missing Region Historians. The
same is  true if the Region Historians of Regions with missing
Wing Historians, would encouwrage their appointment and advise me.
s a further note to last issue’'s comment on Unit Histories, very
few ware received by the deadline prescribed in CAR 210-1.

AVIATION HISTORY

A lot of interesting dates on the attached aviation bhistory
calendars. A pair in May which caught my ﬁyﬁ'@ere the 23 May 19240
simul ated European Mission and the Quwvwndeﬂ @{ Germany on 8 May
1945, A lot of things happened to a lot ot pneople between these

two dates. Noted also was the 3 June 19359 First Graduation Day at
the Alr Force Academy.

Un the CAFP side, May saw the activation of Coastal Fatrol Bases;
&oat 8t. Simons Island, Georgia, 7 at Miami, Florida, and 8 on
James  Island  at Savannah, Georgila, It also saw  fTirst patrol
operations  from Bases; 4 at FParksley, Virginia, 9 at Flagler
Beach Florida, & at &t. Simons Island, Georgia, 7 at Miami,
Flarida, and 8 on James Izland at Bavarnnah, Georgia. June saw the
activation of Base; 9 at Grand Isle, Louisiana, 10 at Beaumont,
Texas, and 11 at Fascagoula, sl HEl R .

FUBLISH OR FERITSH

I am pleased to announce that Lee Ragan’'s Civil Air Fatrol Unit

Fatoches — Volume One is  available for order $rom  the CAF
FEookstore. At 5,00 is is the bargain of the year for the serious
student of CAFP History. In order to give vou an idea as to its
contents, attached yvou will find a copy of its Preface. 1t does
however contain  one glaring ervor.  Mamely, the rank of the
author. Les i row a Lieutenant Colonel . Seriously,
congratulation to Lee for his well deserved promotion. While on
e subiect of promotions, 1 oam also pleased to announce the
pramoetion of Ca-ol P "Momma" Hopper to the rank of Lisutenant
Colonel, I might also add richly deserved, if for no other reason
than putting up with the writer for some 41 years effective 1
Jure .

O the Historical bNetes side, both Lee and Alan came thru  with
the help reguested last month. Attached please find Lee’'s very
interesting comparison between CAF and Military Service Ribbons.
Also  see the two of the ones which Alan submitted on the Warrant
Mfficer ' s Wreath and the Certificate of Froficiency.

Further in connection with publication, I am in the process of
reviewing John Ratten’s HMistory of Coastal Base & at St. Simon's

Gy
T

Island. Georgia. John is a veteran of the Base and a member of
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the National Historical Committee. He turned his excellent final
draftt over Lo me some time ago and all that is lacking is putting
it into the format we use for ow normal monographs. This will be
a most welcome addition to our Base History Files. I will motify
everyone when it is available.

Further under review is & btruly outstanding publication by Maior
Donald C. Borton, CAF, Maryland Wing's Historian. Don has done a
fine Job in the two Chronological RBibliographies he has thus far
produced. In his first volume, he has chronologically listed The
Feriodical Literatuwe and The Nonperiodical Literature as it
pertains to CAFP from 1941 thru 1987, As indicated in his attached
"Introduction", other VYolumes are in process. As was the case
with John’'s History of Base &, all that remains to be done is put
it inm Monograph Form for publication.  Again, you will be advised
when it is available from the Bookstore.

Leave it to Lee to spob the unusual in oult of the way places,
This is illustrated by the attached copy of page 7& of the
December 1987/January/1%88 issue of Alr and Space. Note rather
unusual  CAF Insigrnia on the nose of the aircratt in  the upper
right illustration. I have tried to locate a copy of the Number
24 Captain Midnight Comic Book to find out what it is all  about.
To date, I have not been successful. We need to get this one to
add to the Steve Canyon one in ouwr archives, so, let’'s all start
looking.

HISTORIC AIRCRAFT IDENTIFICATION FROGRAM

Framk is =till on sabbaticel producing public access cable
television documentaries, hence things are a bit slow on this
project. MAs with other items, it is progressing on its own, but
help 1% 9still needed from the Wing Historians in  asswring  the
timely presentation of certificates and plagues when they are
shipped to thelr respective Wings.

Not  truly an aircratt that meets the parameters of the program,
but one of interest to several of uwus on the Committes, is N 3075
Gy AFormerly of the Texas Wing. fffectionately known to Lee and
others as the "Bandy legged Belly Whomper" , it departed the UAF
inventory not too long ago. During & recent wvisit by the
Historian of the International Bird Dog Association he noticed a
picture of the "Belly Whonpesr" banging on my library wall. The
result was his providing the history of the aircratt in the form
of the attached copy of a letter to its cuwrrent owner.

SOth ANNIVERSARY FLANNING

The ilssuance of a postege stawmp to commemorate  owr Sth
Anniversary received a big boost via the attached copy of a
letter from The Speaker of the House of Representatives to  the
Fostmaster. Tom Handley did the behind the scene wark Lo have



this letter weitten in our behalf. Az before, please start
working on your legislators and/or the Fostmaster.

In obther areas, it is not too early to start your planning for

activities on the local scene. 1 would appreciate hearing about
vaur plans so that I may pass them on to others.

NATIONAL BOARD MEETING FPREFARATION

Attached vyou will find a tentative agenda for our  seminar. As
currently planned, it will be conducted as in the past. I+ you
think of anything which you would like added, let me know and I
will attempt to do so. Flease plan on atteﬁkﬁng and  encourage
others to do so. ‘N it

Current plans call for us to have our Booth with the insignia
display. Thanks to Lib’'s help in having it manufactured and Lee's
arranging the material for it, we will have a third display case
full  of goodies. By the way, volunteers are needed to help man
i

Len advised that he has been able to have three commercial
shipping containers made Lo facilitate the display’'s shipment.
This will solve one of our primary concerns relating o shipment
and  should facilitate our ability to leoan the display Lo Regions
and Wings for use at their activities. S0, we all owe Len a big
vote of thanlks.

OMITTED ITEMS

Mave several other items provided by readers which will be
deferred to next issue. Reason, current editorial policy limits
to four pages of text. Besides that, I need the material for the
next issue.

WANTED AND AVAILABLE HISTORICAL INFORMATION

WANTED: By Lowisa -~ For our Museum Display Frogram — Items from
the attached copy of her master list.

DISTRIBUTIONS

Members NHO

Members MEC

Region Historians

Wing Historians - Where Tdentified
Selected Individuals

Fil
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THIS IS CIVIL AIR PATROL

HIS is one of the greatest stories of America’s
greatest war, squeezed into 400 words.

It is the story of the Civil Air Patrol, an American
phenomenon born out of the heartbreak and shock
and uneasy dread of Pearl Harbor and grown, mi-
raculously, into the most amazing, most flaming-
spirited, tightly-knit and hard-working volunteer
army this nation ever has seen.

One week before Pearl Harbor there was no Civil
Air Patrol; it was just a dream in the heart of Gill
Robb Wilson, president of the National Aeronautical
Association. A few days after Pearl Harbor, Lt. Col.
Earle L. Johnson, a pilot of 14 years’ experience,
took off one night in his own ship and dropped a
sandbag squarely upon a Cleveland factory, just to
make others see—as he had seen—how fearfully
vulnerable our peace-geared aviation system would
be for a few determined, smart saboteurs.

Today Gill Robb Wilson is as proud as the father
of quintuplets. His baby has grown up. Today Lt.
Col. Johnson, who carried out his own startling
aerial Paul Revere mission with the sandbag, is Com-
mander of the Civil Air Patrol, and the top officer
in the most astonishing army of civilians ever to
serve under the Stars and Stripes.

From nothing it grew like magic. It is composed
of men too old for the army, boys too young for it;
sportsmen bringing their light planes with them;
women who enlisted to be mechanics, nurses, radio
operators, observers, and photographers. Thousands
of them have gone into the air forces; many more
thousands couldn’t make it and went determinedly
on with their CAP jobs.

This is an army now more than 75,000 strong,
flying out of a thousanE]a ields.

This is an army that has flown more than twenty-
four million miles overl the ocean, spotted 173 sub-
marines in American coastal waters, has sunk a few
of them and has driven the rest off until today the
reign of submarine terror in coastal shipping has
been beaten out by the little wings of the small CAP
patrol planes.

This is an army which has lost 75 precious planes
and more than 30 good flyers, who died as bravely
as any combat pilot in,a Sigilian or Solomons Island
dogfight. This is an army that numbers among its

dead amateurs, a man of 50 and a boy of 19.

This is an army of millionaires and motormen, of
lawyers and liquor salesmen, of undertakers and car-
penters, of furniture merchants and photographers,
of garage men and artists, of plumbers and physi-
cians, of housewives and professional women and
librarians and store clerks.

This is an army which has cut down trees to
build its own coastal patrol bases and has paid the
farmers for the trees. This is an army whose womer
have run canteens for their bases when there was nc
money for canteens. This is an army which, at one
new coastal patrol base, had no life preservers but
solved the problem when seven dead Germans were
washed up on their beach one evening—all of them
wearing lifebelts.

This is an army that patrols the perilous coastal
waters, from Maine to Mexico; an army that oper-
ates Army and industrial courier service everywhere
in the 48 states; an army that patrols the forests,
flies emergency relief to flood and disaster areas and,
skirting mountainous and wooded-terrain its pilots
know like the backs of their hands, has located lost
plane after lost plane. where other searchers have
failed.

This is an army that patrols the wild and isolated
border between Texas and Mexico, flying low
enough to read license plates.

This is an army that flies on active duty for mere
subsistence pay and flies all its other work without
any compensation at all.

This is an army that spends, out of its own
pockets, a million dollars every month to keep Civil
Air Patrol dding all it can in this war and—in the
case of at least 30 pilots who gave their lives—more
than it can do.

This is an army which fought its way up from
early ridicule as a bunch of joy-hopping playboys to
its place today as an auxiliary of the AAF and the
only civilian organization entitled to wear the U. S.
insignia on its uniform.

This is an army no man or woman in it ever will
forget.

This is the Civil Air Patrol.

E. R. Vapesoncoeur, Lt. CAP



PREFACE

Unit insignia have been with Civil Ait Patrol almost from the
beginning. These pieces of printed or embroidered cloth have served the
same purposes within this organization as similar insignia of the Armed
Forces - to provide unit identification and promote esprit de corps.
Sometimes beautiful, sometimes crude, the purpose is still the same: to
promote comradery and quick identification. Every patch shown in this
book has an interesting story behind it. Some were designed by one
person, others were a "team effort" by members of the unit. A few were
"porrowed" from Armed Forces insignia. Several were designed by famous
cartoonists, such as Col. Zack Mosely, CAP, Milton Caniff, and the Walt
Disney Studios. Some were never adopted by the units they represent.

All of these patches were made in relatively small numbers. Many
of the older designs are no longer in existence in their original form,
but through photographs and old drawings have been preserved. Several
are illustrated as drawings in this book. All too many have disappeared
forever, so it is with this in mind that the author, along with several
other Civil Air Patrol members and historians, has attempted to record
some of the unit insignia in this book. It is hoped that this will be
the first of several volumes that will record the images of these unit
insignia.

Now for a few words about this book. I would like to have been
able to illustrate this volume with color photographs, showing each
patch full size. I would like to have included all the background
information on each patch, i.e. who designed it, when it was approved,
etc. Unfortunately, that was impossible. What I did try to do was to
make a photocopy of each patch so that you, the reader, would know that
these units had (or have) an emblem. At least we can record that much
information. Some patches are shown full size, but most have been
reduced by varying degrees to conserve space. Because several people
donated photocopies, the images were made on machines of variable
quality. In each case I have tried to use the best possible repro-
duction. You will notice that a few patches are almost totally lacking
in detail - they appear as not much more than black silhouettes. This
is caused by the use of dark colors throughout the design, and these
just do not photocopy well in black and white. My apologies for this.
flaw, but I did the best I could under the circumstances.

State wing patches and region tabs, worn on the left shoulder, as
well as the old national shoulder patches have been omitted purposely
from this book. They are documented in THE COLLECTORS CATALOG OF CIVIL
AIR PATROL INSIGNIA 1942-1985, which is available through the Civil Air
Patrol Bookstore at National Headquarters. Some region shoulder
patches, which were overlooked when preparing the COLLECTORS CATALOG,
may be found in this series of monographs.

This book also contains several "Commemorative" type patches, such
as those for Search and Rescue Competitions. 6 These are worn with the
same pride as the group and squadron patches.

All insignia are arranged in either numerical order, for units that

ii



are numbered in the same manner as Armed Forces units, or alphabetical-
ly. Group designations may fall into either catagory. The "G" section
will have several "Group" patches, but other group patches will be
‘scattered throughout the book. I -should explain_ to those readers who
are not familiar with Civil Air Patrol practice of unit designation,
that in the case of numbered groups, the word "Group" precedes the unit
numnber, i.e. Group 7. This is the reverse of the Armed Forces
practice, which places the number first and the title second, i.e. 8th
Air Force. The five digit numbers on some patches are "charter”
numbers. FEach unit in Civil Air Patrol has a five digit code number
assigned to it, which designates the wing or region, with the last three
digits designating the unit within the wing. This charter number may or
may not be used in the "name" designation of a unit. For example, the
charter number for Group 16, Texas Wing, is 42197. Texas was the
forty-second wing, alphabetically, when charter numbers were first
assigned, and Group 16 is unit number 197 within the Texas Wing. The
name "Group 16" was assigned by the Texas Wing Headquarters.

Civil Air Patrol units are organized at the local level much in the
same way as National Guard units. It is very rare for a squadron or
flight to move from one town to another, but a group headquarters can be
moved to any city or town within that group's geographical boundaries.
There have even been a few cases where a group headquarters was not
physically within the group's boundaries. This home town, local flavor
is often evident in the design of a unit patch.

Some modern Civil Air Patrol units have adopted patch designs from
World War Two active duty C. A. P. units, and thus establish a link or
"lineage" with those wartime units. Civil Air Patrol has no formal
program to pass on lineage and honors from an old unit to a modern unit,
as is practiced in the U. S. Air Force and the U. S. Army. However, a
Civil Air Patrol unit may adopt, with the Wing Commander's approval, the
insignia of another C. A. P. unit which preceded it in the same local
area and, in this unofficial way, perpetuate the original unit.

As with any book of this type, mistakes are going to occur. If you
find an error, or can verify any unit designation that contains a
question mark (?), please contact me at the address given bhelow.

If you know of any Civil Air Patrol unit insignia not contained in
this book, please send the author a good quality photocopy of that
patch. If you prefer, I will buy examples of Civil Air Patrol unit
patches, if you will notify me of the price. I would like to have at
least two hundred additional patches to include in Volume II of this
series, as well as to correct any mistakes made in this first volume.

I sincerely hope each one of you who reads this book will enjoy and
appreciate the colorful history of Civil Air Patrol, represented by the
unit patches contained herein.

27 February 1988 Major Lee Ragan, CAP

4219 Durango Ave.,
Odessa, TX 79762
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NATIONAL HISTORICAL COMMITTEE

ALLAN F POGORZELSKI
Lt. Colonel, CAP
Mational Historical Committes

Certificate of Proficiency

Before there was a SPAATZ AWARD, before thefrewas a Mitchell Award,

there was the Certificate of Proficiency. Shown abéve is the official sketch
of the Certificate of Profiency Ribbon designed by the Heraldic Branch of the.

Office of the Quatermaster General of the United States Army..

The Certificate was established by Change 1 to CAPR 35-4 dated December,
1954. The Certificate would be awarded by the National Commander (then a USAF
General Officer) on behalf of the Civil Air Patrol and the USAF in recognition
of the successful completion of the CAP cadet training program. The ribbon was
established by Weekly Bulletin No,32, dated 23 August 1956. The ribbon and
certificate recognized the cadets completion of the six achievement of the
Aviation Education Program plus the completion of a two week summer encampment
at a USAF base. The cadet was well versed in his/her military education and
could wear his uniform and quote the General Orders as well as any Basic trainee
military graduate.

The USAF was so impressed,that the cadet who received the C.0.P. was
eligible for enlistment at the grade of Airman 3rd Class, rather than Basic
Airman. Most CAP cadets became acting flight Sergeants soon after entering
Basic Training, due to the skill learned in CAP. During the 1950's the USAF
needed WAF officers and CAP cadets with the C.0.P. were given the credit of
two years of college if they volunteered for the WAF Officer training program.

When the Cadet earned his C.0.P.,a new world openned up to him within
the CAPC program for he now was eligible for Cadet Officer Grade as well as
various Special Activities. He might go on the IACE or the Jet Orientation
Course or even become a cadet encampment commander Where he would receive
the distinction of being a Cadet Colonel for that temporary two week period.

( At that time the grade of C/LTC and C/Col were only temporary grades
authorized for encampments only.)

The Certificate of Proficiency was replaced by the General Billy Mitchell
Award with the publishing of CAPR 39-3, dated 20 March 1964.. By 1967 the term
Certificate of Proficiency had been replace by the term Mitchell Award. The
Mitchell being the fourth in the series of possible awards given to cadets for
training,( The othe;§%p§}§g the Earhart , The Spaatz and the Falcon Awards.)

The Certificate of Proficiency Ribbon is still worn by many former
CAP cadets who are now senior members. This ribbon is authorized under CAPR39-3

which permits the highest ribbon earned as a cadet to be worn. 1t is a most

distinctive ribbon and worn with distinction and pride by the "old Corps".
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The FLIGHT OFFICER'S Wreath

This month we'll look into a little known area of CAP history. Perhaps
unknown would be a better term, because some might say it never existed.If that
brings a question to your mind, think of it as the insignia that was, but wasn't.

General Memorandum #129, dated 29 June 1944, from National Headquarters,

CAP listed CAP insignia and the correct method of wear upon the shirt and upon
the service and flight cap.
The first paragraph, authorized officers and warrant (Flight) officers to wear

their insignia of grade on the right side of shirt collars and the silver CAP
Wings and propeller insignia on the left collar, whenever the shirt was worn as

the outer garment of the uniform. This was the first time that CAP officers could
wear rank insignia any place other than upon the red shoulder straps, and placed
the insignia in exactly the same position as that worn by the army. The red
shoulder loops would still remain until early 1945, but the location of the rank
insignia remained on the collar until the late 1970's when the new European style
USAF shoulder slideon loops with CAP embroidered were created. It is an interesting
side note in our history that in over 45 years we've come fullcircle once again
wearing rank insignia on the shirt shoulder like they did in the early 1940's.
But, getting back to our interest today, we must look at paragrapg 2 of
GM-129, which required the 1 inch cap disk on the garrison (flight) cap by all
personnel and by enlisted members on the service cap. The officers were required
to wear the silver upturned wings on the service cap and warrant and flight officer
the CAP wreath disk insignia on the service cap. '
There was some problem for some officers wore the plain disk(it didn't
"extend beyond the top of the service cap and rip the fabric in the airplane,)
while some enlisted wore the officersemblem, if they couldn't get the smaller
disc. The memorandum hoped to settle the question. This also conformed to the
Army rules, which stated that Warrant Officer would wear the special Warrant
officer cap insignia. ( When the USAF became a serarate service in 1947 one
cap insignia was authorized for all officers, the term included warrant officers.)
The attached drawing by Major Lee Ragan, National Historical Committee shows
what the emblem might have looked like. We say might, for we have found no example
of this insignia and Weekly Bulletin, Number 2, dated 11 August 1955 recended it
authorization.
Wyenms SO muchmafzéﬁ}129 as to the wear of the CAP wreath disk cap insignia






























