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EDITORIAL RAMBLINGS

HARD TO BELIEVE, BUT HERE I AM PUTTING THE LAST ISSUE TO PRESS
FOR THE YEAR OF 1989. IT SEEMS LIKE ONLY YESTERDAY THAT [ STARTED
WITH THE ONE PAGER THAT WAS THE NEWSLETTER OF 1983. I CAN'T SAY
THAT, ALTHOUGH I HOPE IT HAS, IT HAS GOTTEN ANY BETTER, BUT IT
SURELY HAS GOTTEN BIGGER. WITH THIS ISSUE THREATENING TO RUN OVER
FIFTY PAGES AND A DISTRIBUTION OF NEARLY A HUNDRED COPIES, IT
TAKES A CASE OF PAPER MERELY TO REPRODUCE IT. OH WELL, SUCH IS
GROWTH. JUST REPRODUCING, ASSEMBLING AND MAILING IT IS A REAL
TIME CONSUMING TASK. THANK HEAVENS IT IS A LABOR OF "LOVE (7)."

CONSIDERING THIS AND OTHER RETIREE PROJECTS AT HAND, I ONCE AGAIN
BEG YOUR INDULGENCE FOR BEING LATE TO PRESS AND EVEN LATER IN
REPLYING TO INDIVIDUAL CORRESPONDENCE.

SPEAKING OF RETIREMENT, BILL MADSEN SENT ME AN INVITATION TO HIS.
I WOULD LOVE TO BE THERE FOR HIS 3 NOVEMBER 1989 RETIREMENT FROM
THE PuBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE AT THE AIR FORCE ACADEMY. MORE
IMPORTANT, I AM SURE SORRY TO MISS THE ASSOCIATED "ROASTING." QUR
WORTHY COMRADE HAS DONE ENOUGH IN LIFE THAT I AM SURE THAT THERE
ARE SUFFICIENT COALS FOR THE FIRE. SO, BILL, REGRETS FROM BOTH
CAROL AND I FOR NOT BEING ABLE TO ATTEND, BUT BEST WISHES FROM

ALL OF YOUR LOYAL FANS,
LES

ABOUT THE COVER

IT WAS TIME AGAIN FOR LEE TO TAKE OQOUT HIS IMPISH PEN AND POKE FUN
AT US ANNP/OR RFLATEND MATTERS, AS YOl CAN SFF 3Y THF COVER, HE HAS
GLA!



AVIATION HISTORY

ALL ©OF THE DATES REFLECTED ON THE ATTACHED CALENDARS ARE
OVERSHADOWED BY THE BIG ONE IN DECEMBER. ON THAT DAY MANY THINGS
CHANGED FOR MANY OF US AS INDIVIDUALS. MosST CERTAINLY OUR SOCIETY
AND NATION AS WE KNEW IT DRASTICALLY CHANGED. MANY OF OUR VALUES
WERE ADJUSTED IN A MANNER THAT THEY WOULD NEVER RETURN. BE THIS
GOoOD OR BAD, I'LL LEAVE IT TO THE READERS DETERMINATION.

CONGRATULATIONS

CONGRATULATIONS TO COMMITTEE MEMBER AND MARYLAND WING HISTORIAN
DoN BORTON UPON HIS PROMOTION TO LIEUTENANT COLONEL. A MUST
DESERVED PROMOTION TO A SUPER INDIVIDUAL AND DEVOTED HISTORIAN.

LOST _PEQOPLE DEPARTMENT

THE LIST OF MISSING HISTORIANS CONTINUES TO SHRINK. AS OF THIS
WRITING I HAVE NO RECORD OF HISTORIANS FOR THE FOLLOWING

ORGANIZATIONS:

NORTH CENTRAL REGION HAWAITI WING
ALASKA WING UTAH WING
ARKANSAS WING

IT IS IMPERATIVE THE THE NATIONAL HISTORIAN BE NOTIFIED WHEN THE
ABOVE VACANCIES ARE FILLED. IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT THAT HE BE
NOTIFIED AS TO ANY CHANGES IN STATUS OF CURRENTLY APPOINTED
HISTORIANS SO THAT COMMUNICATIONS MAY BE DIRECTED T0O THEM WHICH
IS IMPORTANT FOR CAP/MAP PURPOSES.

PUBLISH QR PERISH

PART II OF LEE'S QUTSTANDING ARTICLE ON CIVIL AIR PATROL WING
BADGES RECENTLY APPEARED IN WINGS AND THINGS WHICH IS A
PUBLICATION DEDICATED TO THE SERIOUS COLLECTION OF AVIATION
BADGES. CONGRATULATIONS LEE ON A JOB WELL DONE.

NATION BOARD MEETING HISTORICAL ACTIVITY

TRYING TO SUMMARIZE WHAT HAPPENED AT THE NATIONAL HISTORICAL
COMMITTEE MEETING AND THE HISTORICAL SEMINAR AT THE NATIONAL
BOARD MEETING IS LIKE TRYING TO TAKE A SIP OF WATER FROM A FIRE
HOSE. NONE THE LESS, I'LL DON MY AQUA-LUNG AND TRY TO DO SO.

BASED ON HIS OUTSTANDING ACTIVITIES AS THE NEW YORK WING'S
HISTORIAN, ALLAN POGORZELSKI WAS NAMED WING HISTORIAN OF THE
YEAR. I HAVE KNOWN ALLAN AND HIS WORK SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE
PROGRAM AND CAN ASSURE YOU THAT IT WAS A WELL DESERVED HONOR. SO,

ALLAN, CONGRATULATIONS FROM ALL OF US.

™



OUR DISPLAY WAS A BIG HIT. NUMEROUS PEOPLE EXAMINED IT IN ITS NEW
THREE CASE CONFIGURATION. AGAIN, THANKS TO LEE FOR HIS FINE WORK
IN ARRANGING THE NEW CASE AND REARRANGING THE TWO EARLIER ONES.
IN THIS CONNECTION, LEE HAS MADE AN INVENTORY OF QOUR SHORTAGES. A
LIST OF OUR NEEDS IS ATTACHED. PLEASE DIG INTO YOUR "GOODIE" BOX
AND SEE WHAT YOU CAN PROVIDE. PLEASE MAIL ANYTHING YOU MAY HAVE
DIRECT TO LEE AT THE ADDRESS REFLECTED ON THE TOP QF THE LIST.

NEEDLESS TO SAY CAP/MAP CREATED AN INTENSE INTEREST IN THE
PREPARATION OF ANNUAL WING HISTORIES. AS ANNOUNCED, THE BULK OF
THE TIME IN BOTH THE COMMITTEE MEETING AND THE SEMINAR WAS
DEVOTED TO THE SUBJECT. ALTHOUGH BASICALLY SOUND THE HANDBOOK FOR
CIVIL AIR PATROL _HISTQRIANS WAS IN BAD NEED OF AN UPDATE. AFTER
MUCH AGONY, THE PARTS OF IT PERTAINING TO WRITTEN HISTORIES HAS
BEEN UPDATED. TRANSMITTED HEREWITH IS A DRAFT OF THE REVISED;
INDEX, CHAPTER 2 AND THE ATTACHMENTS WHICH ARE APPROPRIATE. AT A
LATER DATE IT IS PLANNED TO REVISE THE BALLANCE OF IT AND SUBMIT
IT FOR PUBLICATION. IN THE INTERIM, KINDLY CONSIDER THE MATERIAL
CONTAINED IN IT AS THE GUIDANCE FOR THE PREPARATION OF 1989 WING

HISTORIES.

INDEXING

THANKS TO A LOT OF HELP FROM CATHY MCCALL OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA
WING, ATTACHED IS AN INDEX TO THE 1942 Issues OF THE CAP
BULLETINS. AS BACKGRQOUND, THE READER IS REMINDED THAT IN THE TIME
BEFORE REGULATIONS WERE PUBLISHED, THESE BULLETINS WERE
CONSIDERED TO BE THE OFFICIAL GUIDANCE FOR OPERATIONS AND

ADMINISTRATION,

" WANTED AND AVAILABLE HISTORICAL INFORMATION

WANTED: By COMMITTEE - MATERIAL FOR DISPLAY AS COVERED ABOVE.

DISTRIBUTION:

MEMBERS NHC

MEMBERS NEC

REGION HISTORIANS
WING HISTORIANS
SELECTED INDIVIDUALS
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iz WING BADGES OF THE
* CIVIL AIR PATROL

By Lt. Col. Lee Ragan, C. A. P. .
Member Civil Air Patrol National Historical Committee

All Illustrations By The Author Unless Otherwise Noted

The Stewardess Half-Wing and the Solo Badge described in
the following illustrations were never classified as aeronautical
ratings, but are included in this article because they are

"Wings".

Fig. 12: The Female Cadet "Stewardess", Half-
Wing Used From March 1964 to the Mid

1970's.

In March 1964, the half-wing badge reappeared, but this
time not as an aeronautical rating. This new half-wing was worn
only by female cadets who completed a stewardess course for
cadets, sponsored by an airline. There was not a separate die
made for this badge and all of them were made by removing the
right wing from a standard Pilot's three-inch badge and moving
the clutch pin to the disc. The Stewardess Badge was not an
aeronautical rating but only served as an award badge for
successful completion of the stewardess course. It eventually
fell from use in the 1970's and none of these badges have been

produced in the later "upswept" wing style,

Fig. 13: The Solo Badge

Another Civil Air Patrol Wing made its appearance in 196]
and that was the Solo Badge. The basic design was borrowed from
the Air Force ROTC Solo Badge, but the Civil Air Patrol insignia
of a disc, triangle and three-blade propeller was substituted as
the center. Unlike AFROTC Solo Badges, the Civil Air Patrol solo
badge may be earned and worn by both cadets and senior members
(adults). Some earlier metal examples of this badge will have
horizontal lines on the disc but current manufactured solo badges
have a plain disc and horizontal lines on the triangle.
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New Year's Day 1977 saw the introduction of the 'Upswept"
Series of wings to replace the older '"drooped" style. For
several years prior to the introduction of these wings, many
Cc. A. P, aircrew had expressed dissatisfaction with the drooped
design. Most felt that C. A. P. wings should have the top edge
of the wings raised to make the wings look more like U. §. Armed
Forces wings. (Just the opposite of the 1948 concept!) Most
c. A. P. aircrew accepted and many welcomed the new revision to
the newer wings, but many "old-timers" refused to give up their
original wings. Now, twelve years later, the old "droopy'" wings
can still be seen being worn by some Pilots and Observers. This
is despite repeated prodding by the National Headquarters of the
Cc. A. P. to replace them with the currently-approved design.

METHODS OF MANUFACTURE

Metal Wings: Drooped-style wings were all in three-inch size for
the service coat and two-inch size for shirts worn as outer
garments. Early drooped style were made in sterling silver and
some were pinback. The only manufacturer's hallmark I have seen
is "GEMSCO". (That does not mean there couldn't be others.)
Some have only "Sterling" in raised letters and it's possible
some had "Sterling" incised. The majority of the drooped wings
have no back markings at all.

The "upswept" style wings have all been made by Denmark,
(Hallmark Code D-22) and until mid-1988, were 1/20th silver
filled. The last badge I purchased in the Fall of 1988 had the
1/20 S. F. mark removed. The overall quality of the upswept
style seems to be less than that of even the later produced
drooped style wings. Again, the wings are made in 3" and 2"
gizes plus 1" lapel pins.

Glider Pilot's and Balloon Pilot's Wings and the
Stewardess Half-Wing were made only in metal. No known cloth or
bullion examples are known to exist. The Balloon Pilot Wings are
historically significant in that they are the only aeronautical
badge ever approved for Ccivil Air Patrol that does not include
the basic C. A. P. insignia of a three-blade propeller within a
triangle within a disc, as part of the design. The balloon uged
as a center device is exactly the same as the old Army Air Force
Balloon Pilot's wings.

Some current upswept wings bhave been privately produced in
Sterling Silver and Rhodium plated. These are all cast pieces
made not for collectors, but for aircrew members who want a
better looking badge than what is commercially available,

Cloth Wings: Beginning in 1968, all pilots (except Glider
Pilots) and Observer's Wings and the Solo Badge began to be
produced in white embroidery on olive green background cloth for
wear on flying clothing and fatigue uniforms. The background
color was changed to royal blue in Mid-1976, which means the
drooped style wings were produced on two background colors. With
the change to the upswept design in January of 1977, the drooped
style on royal blue were not officiaily in use but for only six
months. The current upswept style are still being used on the
royal blue background.



All cloth wings measure three inches tip to tip, except
the Solo Badge which measures two inches.

Bullion Wings: No definite information has come to light as to
when the first bullion-drooped wings were made. Some sources
indicate they may have been privately made as early as the
1950-1955 period. Wolf-Brown Company is thought to have produced
them in the 1959-1963 period as sew-on insignia., These early
bullion, drooped style wings were all made in the three inch size
for wear on the Class-A blue service uniform, but surviving
examples are very rare, This may be due to the lack of
popularity of the full-size bullion wings by the aircrew members
of C. A. P. In 1969, the two-inch bullion, drooped-style wings
appeared when Civil Air Patrol adopted the Air Force-style mess
dress uniforms. These miniature bullion wings are much more
common than the three inch size worn on service coats.

After the adoption of the current upswept style wings in
early 1977, both two-inch miniatures and three-inch full-size
bullion wings began to be produced and are still being used

today.

The drooped-style bullion wings were produced on an AF
shade 1084 blue background for the full-size wings while the
later miniatures were made on a black wool background. The black
wool background became standard on all C. A. P. bullion wings by
the time the upswept style came into use, and these wings now had
clutchback fasteners so they could be removed from the uniform
and no longer had to be sewn on. In about 1985-1986, both sizes
of the bullion wings again became embroidered on a blue

background.

Collectors will notice that, generally speaking, the older
the bullion wings, the better it looks. Even early upswept style
C. A. P. Bullion Wings have a more elegant appearance and seem to
be made with far better craftsmanship than those produced in more
recent years, Some of the miniature bullion wings I have
examined lately could even be called "crude",

Leather Name Tags/Wings: Civil Air Patrol wings have been
embossed or printed on leather name tag plates for wear on flying
clothing for many years. My reference material does not indicate
how long this has been in use, but suffice to say these were
being worn at least from the late 1960's to date. The variety of
wings, names and ranks on these leather items would be endless.

Another type of wing should be mentioned, but without
illustration, and those being the many versions of Air Force
wings with an enameled Civil Air Patrol Crest applied to the
center. These are not official C. A, P. wings. So many of these
novelty wings are floating around that mention should be made of

them,

Enough different Civil Air Patrol wing badges have been
used to enable the wing collector to spend a considerable amount
of time (and money), to amass a very interesting collection.
These wings are out there, so happy collecting!



Postscript: As recently as the Summer of 1988, the Civil Air
Patrol Uniform Board has considered redesigning C. A. P. wing
badges once again. This time it is because of complaints from
the field regarding difficulty in identifying pilots and
observers by their wings. At a distance of more than a few feet,
it is almost impossible to tell the difference because of the
narrow letter "O' on the Observer's wings. I recently submitted
a design change to increase the width of the "0" to make it more

noticeable.

This proposed Observer's wing design was turned down as
being too much like the wings in use. We may yet see another
chapter in the story on civil Air Patrol Wwing Badges.

Sources and Acknowledgements:

Col. Louisa S. Morse, C. A. P. National Historical Committee.

Col. Morse compiled the "Chronology of C. A. P. Uniforms and
Insignia", which in three volumes covers the years 1941 = 1985.
Many original Cc. A. P. orders and regulations covering wing
badges appear in these books.

Col. Llester E.Hopper, c. A. P, National Historian.

Col. Hopper authored "wings of the Flying Minuteman", which
appeared in "Military Collector and Historian', the Journal of
The Company Of Military Historians (Winter, 1983 issue). His
article furnshed information on the dissapproved TOIH Wing
Design.

Lt. Col. Allen F. pogorzelski, C. A. P. National Historical
Committee.

Lt. Col. Pogorzelski furnished the original Colby WIng sketches
and information about the adoption of Colonel Colby's design for
the drooped-style wings.

" Mary Ann Eubank, a special "hank You'" for word processing this
article from my original gcribbling.



NATIONAL HISTORICAL COMMITTEE

Lt. Col. Lee Ragan, CAP
4219 Durango Ave.
Odessa, Texas 79762

Phone: 915/366-6749 18 August 1989

Listed below are those insignia items we still need to fill the blank spaces
in the National Historical Committee's portable display. The numbers in ( )
are from the "Collectors Catalog of Civil Air Patrol Insignia”.

Please send all items to the address above and insignia will be placed in the
display as soon as possible, Thanks for your support.

Small S/M Enlisted flight cap badge (1-4A)
0.T.C. Collar brass (2-3)
Jewish Chaplain- Army style (4-2)
Aviation Cadet, Enlisted Reserve patch 55-23
Instructor, National Patch, 1st design 8-4
Cadet Nat'l. Patch, 1st design 58-5)
Cadet Nat'l. Patch, 2nd design (8-5A)
0.T.C. Nat'l, patch - or 0.T.C. Tab (8-7 or 8-7A)
Civil Air Patrol Guard patch (8-8)

I11inois Wing Patch, 1st design (8-31)
. Puerto Rico Wing patch, 1st design (8-58)
North Central Region Tab (8-14)
Rocky Mountain Region Tab (8-16)
Middle East Region Shoulder Patch (8-11§
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., Cadet Capt. metal miniature rank 7-29A

16, Cadet Major metal miniature rank (7-31A

17. Major General rank, metal in both sizes., Also need epaulet.
18, Admin. Assistant, Cadet L.S.I. (7-78A) LARGE SIZE

19, Color Guard, Cadet L.S.I. large size (7-79)

20. Guidon Bearer, Cadet L.S.I. Large size (7-80)

21. Flight Sergeant, Cadet L.S.I. Large size (7-81)

22. First Sergeant, Cadet L.S.I. large size (7-82)

23, Academic Sergeant, Cadet L.S.I, large size (7-83)

ol,. Mess Dress Seal, current type (5-20A)

25. WWII Red triangular ribbon (6-1)

26, WWII White triangular ribbon é6-2)
27. WWII Blue triangular ribbon (6-3)
28. Southern Iiaison Patrol Ribbon (6-18 or 6-184)

29, Silver Medal of Valor Ribbon (6-29)

30, Region/Wing Flying Encampment Ribbon with 1 star (6-64 or 6-64A)
31. Region/Wing Flying Encampment Ribbon with 2 stars (6-65 or 6-65A)
32, National Commanders Citation Award, 1st design (6-67 or 6-674)
33, National Commanders Citation Award, 2nd design (6-67B)

3%, Silver Service Ribbon (6-73 or 6-73A)

35, Sr. Pilot wings, drooped style, 2" metal (3-54)

36. Glider Pilot wings, drooped style 2"metal (3-94)

37. Musician, lower sleeve patch, black/gold 54-10;

38, Mechanic. lower sleeve patch, black/gold (4-13

39. Photographer, 1st design, lower sleeve patch, balck/gold (4-14)
40. Photographer, 2nd design, lower sleeve patch, black/gold (4-14A)
41, Transportation, lower sleeve patch (4-12)

42. Courier Service, lower sleeve, blue/white (4-18A)

43, Forest Patrol, lower sleeve, blue/white (4-17A)

4, Red Service stripe (4-31 Or 4-21A)

45. Blue Service stripe (4-21D or 4-21E)

46. North Central Region Patch (no catalog number )
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1942 CAF BULLETIN INDEX

SUBJECTS COVERED

Statement of purpose of NEWSLETTERS, Members
by Applications, Applications with Error,
Information Stations, Weather Information,
Insuw-ance Training Frogram, CAF Uniforms,
State Aviation Organizations, Other Groups .,

Staff for Service Announcemants, Women
Flyers, Students to be Encouraged,
Informational Material, Opportunity for

Service (Removing Location Mar ker)

New Missions, Testing Spotter System,
Ferrying Filots Furnished Fast, Wires from
Wings (Indiana, Delaware) Call of the States,
I1linois Newsletter, Hope for Coast Flying,
ATH Eacks FPatrol, Hlee in Alabama, Capital
Unit Forming, New Training Directives GSet,
Holes in  Runways, Intelligence Officer,
Reports Wanted, Number Flease,
Identification, Military Secrecy (NOTE: The
first two issues are titled "NEWSLETTER"

CAP Roster, Training and Operations
Directives, Secret Mission Filot Licenses
Extended, Alrworthiness of Flanes, Mysterious
Bircraft, The Weeks Talley (Members), Ripley
Writing Directives, 8lacks Versus Culottes,
Applications are Confidential, Disaster
Relief, Seaplanes, Women in CAP, Alr Youth
Broadcast, Non—-Flying Fersonnel, Officer’s
Uniform Colors

Designated Airports, Flane Friorities for
CAF, Recruiting Suggestions, CAaF Not a Flying
Requisite, Air Markers, Count the Steeple

Liability Insurance, Safety Rules, Formation
Flying, Courier Service Ferformed, Non-Flying
Fersonnel , Volunteer Offices, Welcome
Visiting Offices, Avold Filot Cligues, Fress
Clearances

Crash Insurance, Fingerprints and FPhotos, Ailr
Markers Checked, Airport Buards, News From
Many Units (ldaho, Michigan, Connecticut,
Colorado, Virginia, Oregon, kansas, Eentucky)

List of Vital CAP Jobs, Enlistments, CAF on

Treasure Hunt 4 Operations Orders, Air
Discipline, Merger in Georgia, CAA
Conference, Air Raid Rehearsal, Weather
Information, Warm—up Meeting, From the

Fapers, Filots Manual
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