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EDITORIAL RAMBLINGS

"Once Upon a Time" when the editor worked at a paying job he was
exposed to one of the world's largest research and development
organization, the Bell Telephone Company Laboratories. Being of
the set of mind that when you didn't have a tool to de a job with
he developed -one. This was a good attribute for advancement 1in
the local environment, but on many occasions caused friction
between his Company and the hallowed hall of the laboratory. Why
should this be. Simply put the answer lies in a not too often
discussed scientific factor., most commonly referred to as the NIH
Factor. For those who haven't run afoul of NIH, it is an acronym
for "Not Invented Here." Simply defined it means that if
something wasn't invented in the controlling agency it 1is no
good.

Now how in the world does this apply to CAP History? Well, many
hours of frustration in trying to combat NIH has taught the
editor that good ideas (inventions) flow in two directions.
Namely, both to and from the agency 1in control. More
specifically, all that is written as regards the history program
within the Civil Air Patrol is not absolute until such time as it
passes the test of field acceptance and usage. One such writing
" is the Handbook for Civil Air Patrol Historians.

In order to develop a history program within CAP, it was
necessary to produce the guiding documents. Considering the
tremendous manpower reguirement required to put together a
program of this nature and the limited resources of the staff at
National Headquarters, the editor took it upon himself to produce
a history regulation which was patterned after the one wused by
the Air Force. With the unoffical help of friends at the Air
Force Historical Research Center initial documentation was
produced in the form of & draft of CAPR 210-1 which contained
both implementing provisions and detail instructions on history
preparation..

At this point NIH reared its ugly head. After nearly a year of
struggling. CAPR 210-1 was 1ssued on 31 August 1984.
Unfortunately it was issued without the necessary details on
history preparation. This was done with the understanding that
this detail material would be included in a follow on Civil Air
Patrol Pamphlet. For some reason or another this was not done. In
order to get the needed information to the field, the material
was published as the Handbook for CAP Historians and the
companion Qral History Self Study Guide. Thus the Plans and
Programs Office at National Headquarters became, and still 1is,
the source for these two documents. This causes confusion as to
where to get copies of them and has resulted in some difficulty




in obtaining information necessary for Wing Historians to prepare
the required Wing Annual Histories.

All of the confusion on the lack of information most certainly
does not stem from the above. The "Handbook" is an adequate
document, but was prepared single handedly with some advance
knowledge as relates to historical writing. Lest the Editor be
accused of NIH, let me be the first to admit that it is in need
of some clean up and simplification work. This has become
apparent as the result of suggestions received from some of the
Wing Historians who used it as a guide to the preparation of
their 1988 Wing Histories. Accordingly a vrevision will Dbe
undertaken.

In order to make this revision as useful as possible, comments
and suggestions are requested from anyone who has used the
material presented in the "Handbook." Additionally. it is planned
to spend a considerable amount of time working with it during the
Historical Seminar at the forthcoming National Board Meeting.

In this connection, attached is a copy of the Agenda for the
seminar. We will have limited working copies of all of the
documents to be studied. However., it is suggested that those in
attendance bring their copies of CAPR 210-1, CAPP 223. Handbook

for CAP Historians and Oral History Self Study Guide.

LES

ABOUT THE COVER

This month's cover depicts the patch of the Odessa (Texas)
Composite Squadron as designed by Lee in 1981. Lee Dbased his
design on the World War II patch of the Midland (Near Odessa)
Army Airfield Bombardier School. As originally designed. both the
stork (representing the Dbombing instructor) and the baby
(representing the student bombardier) were dropping bombs. This
not being appropriate for modern day CAP ., the Dbombs were
eliminated and the stork became Senior Members instructing the
baby, or Cadets. The storks original cap was replaced by the CAP
one shown. Of course the tab was added.

LOST PEOPLE DEPARTMENT

The 1list of missing historians continues to shrink. As of this
writing I have no record of historians for the following
organizations:

North Central Region Utah Wing
Massachusetts Wing New Mexico Wing
Alaska Wing

It is imperative the the National Historian be notified when the
above vacancies are filled. It is also important that he be



notified as to any changes in status of currently appointed
historians so that communications may be directed to them which
is important for CAP/MAP purposes.

BVIATION HISTORY

Attached are the Air Force Museum Calendars for the months of:
July, August and September. As usual many interesting things
occurred during the period.

In reviewing the HNL for this time last vyear. 1 noted the
following:

"Following up on & suggestion from Lee and others. I think 1t
would be a good time to start developing a calendar similar to
the Air Force Museum one. but dedicated exclusively to CAF
happenings. Perhaps we could do it for our 50th Anniversary. What
research I have done indicates that we did put out a nice picture
calendar in 1961 for our 20th Anniversary. It provided no special
date information other than the birth date. but it did have some
nice art, the originals of which should be in our art collection.
Does anyone know where these originals are. or for that fact. who
the artist was.?

Time flies., so let's start now. If the readers will submit any
significant CAP dates they think should be included in a
calendar. I will accumulate them on a master copy and from time
to time provide a progress report. So, scratch your collective
memories and let me have the dates and the facts.”

Time did in fact fly. Here it is a year later and not a single
date suggestion has been recelved. Please let me have some 1deas.

On the CAP side, we were fully operational on many ¢f our wartime
missions. July of 1942 saw the activation of Coastal Patrol
Bases: 12 at Brownsville. Texas, 13 at Sarasota. Florida, 14 at
Panama City. Florida., 15 at Corpus Christi. Texas. and 16 at
Manteo., North Carolina. Further. it saw first patrol operations
from Bases: 9 at Grand Isle. Louisiana. 10 at Beaumont., Texas. 11
at Pascagoula. Mississippi, and 12 at Brownsville. Texas. August
of 1942 was another busy month with the activation of Base; 17 at
Suffolk, Riverhead, Long Island, New York, 18 at Falmouth,
Massachusetts, 19 at Portland, Maine. and 20 at Bar Harbor,
Maine. This month also heralded first patrol operations from
Base: 13 at Sarasota. Florida. 14 at Panama City, Florida, 15 at
Corpus Christi, Texas, 16 at Manteo, North Carolina, and 17 at
Suffolk, Riverhead, Long Island, New York.

31 August 1942 saw the end to all Coastal Patrol activities, thus
ending an era where a band of valiant civilian volunteers flew
combat missions in defense of their Country.



PUBLISH OR PERISH

I would guess that the most important publication at this time of
the year would be Annual Wing Histories. With this in mind, to

date, I Thave received histories of some sort from the following
Wings:

Connecticut North Dakota

Florida Nevada

Georgia New York

Indiana Oklahoma

Kentucky South Dakota

Louisiana Texas

Minnesota Vermont

It is still a couple of days before the 30 June suspense date so
perhaps a few more are forthcoming. A word of caution., 1if vyou
have transmitted your Wing History sufficiently in the past that
it should be in my hands, please contact me and/or send another

copy.

When referring to histories of "some sort" above I was not trying
to Dbe facetious. All of them have not been reviewed in detail,
but it is obviocus that the guidelines presented in the Handbook
for CAP Historians were not followed in several cases. The
histories will be evaluated when the National Historical
Committee meets in August. At that time it will be determined if
it is "adequate" for CAP/MAP point purposes. In view of the fact
that this is the first year of the CAP/MAP requirement, the
Committee will be as liberal as possible. However. in all
fairness to those who put forth the time and effort to do the
complete job it can not be overly so.

Lee reports that he is still receiving information on CAP unit
Patches and should be in a position to make it worthwhile to
publish a sequel to his earlier Monograph on the subject.

As usual, he has been hard at work with his research and writing.
Attached 1is a copy of the first part of his definitive work on
Wing Badges of the Civil Air Patrol. As you can see it was
published 1in Wings and Things o¢f the World, a quarterly
publication as explained on the copy of its cover which is also
attached. The second part is scheduled for publication in the
fall of the year.

HISTORIC AIRCRAFT IDENTIFICATION PROGRAM

Nothing new to report this month. Just the usual appeal for
historian to seek out and handle the many presentations which are
in the hands of the Wings which have not been handled.



CAP HISTORIC FILM CATALOGING

With the help of Bill Odom at National Headquarters I have been
accumulating obsolete Civil Air Patrol Film with the hope
cataloging them. It is my hope to some day have them all rounded
up 1into a data Dbase complete with description and guide to
contents much as we do in our Photographic Data Base. Recently 1
received a call from Jim Quinlan of the Massachusetts Wing who
was 1in need for some early footage for a Wing Video which he 1s
producing. As a result, I finally got off of the proverbial "do
nothing stool" and catalogued most of what I have on hand. A copy
of what is available is attached. If you have access to any film
not listed and can free them up to ship to me. it will be
apprecilated.

What is being done is that the best available copy 1s being
transferred to 3/4 inch video tape for subsequent editing and
further transfer to VHS Video Format. This will allow for better
utilization and will have the side benefit of preservation and

copying.

NATIONAL BOARD MEETING PREPARATION

As previously stated, the major thrust of this year's Historical
Seminar will be to prepare Wing Historians to be better able to
prepare a Wing History which meets all of the requirements of the
Handbook for CAP Historians. With this in mind, all assigned
historians are encouraged to attend. If this is not possible. it
is suggested that arrangements for someone to substitute who has
the time to be in attendance for at least the scheduled workshop
on the handbook.

Members of the National Historical Committee should be advised
that a goodly portion of our Committee Meeting will be devoted to
an evaluation of the Wing Histories which have been submitted.
This makes it vital that they be in attendance for all of the
seminar and that they be thoroughly familiar with the handbook as
it now stands. They should also have any suggested changes to it
in final form.

It is important that I be advised as to the plans for all
Committee Members as relates to attendance at the seminar as well
as their plans as regards sitting at the Historical Table at the
Banquet. Please take the time to call me or drop me a note as
soon as is possible.

RELATED MATTERS

Being a long time member of the American Aviation Historical
Society, Lee asked me to pass on the attached letter from him and
the associated application blank. Also as a member of that fine
organization. I strongly endorse Lee's recommendation for the
serious student of aviation history.



Received notice of a very interesting fund raising proiect by the
' Parkersburg Composite Sguadron when they offered Bell Number One
to the Historical Committee for proper placement. Attached i
copy of a flyer which provides ordering information. It appears
to me that these will be very interesting CAP souvenirs.

INDEXING

Attached is this issue's installment of A Compilation ¢f Indices
and an updated index thereof. You will note it contains the
balance of the General Memorandum Index as originally prepared by
Louisa in June of 1983.

WANTED AND AVAILABLE HISTQRICAL INFORMATION

WANTED: By Les — Volunteer Typist who can type using WORDSTAR
Version 4.0 or earlier. Help is badly needed to continue many of

the projects on hand and start others which are on the back
burner
DISTRIBUTION:

rd

Members NHC

Members NEC

Region Historians
Wing Historians
Selected Individuals



TIME
1860 = 1318

1315 — 1345

1345 - 1400
1400 -~ 1600
1600 — 1615
1615 = 1630
1630 — 1700

NB89.AGE 6/25/89

HISTORICAL SEMINAR
CAP NATIONAL BOARD MEETING
MARRIOTT RIVERCENTER HOTEL

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS
12 AUGUST 1989

SUBJECT
Introduction
Review of CAP Regulation 210-1
Review of CAP Pamphlet 223
Workshop on Historians Handbook
Oral History Program Workshop
History and CAP/MAP

Panel Discussion

SPEAKER
Hopper
Hopper
Ragan
Committee
Committee
Hopper

Committee
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WING BADGES OF THE
CIVIL AIR PATROL

By Lt. Col. Lee Ragan, C. A. P.
Member Civil Air Patrol National Historical Committee

All Illustrations By The Author Unless Otherwise Noted

When I first had the idea of writing an article on Civil Air
Patrol wings for '"Wings and Things", I wanted it to be the
"definitive" article on the subject. The more research I did,
the more collectors I talked with and the more old Civil Air
Patrol wings I found, I soon realized this could never be the
all-encompassing article I had hoped to write, but only a
document of what I had learned up to this point and time,

My first efforts to write on this subject appeared in the
April-June 1986 issue of '"The Trading Post', published by the
American Society of Military Insignia Collectors, Not being
satisfied with that first effort, and having learned more about
this subject since then, I promised Russ Huff that I would give
it my best shot at writing a more in-depth piece on these wing
badges for "Wings and Things". So - here goes! 1 do hope it
will increase your knowledge as collectors and historians.

Formed on December 1, 1941, as a component of the Office of
Civilian Defense, the Civil Air Patrol is now in its 48th year of
service to our nation. In 1943, Civil Air Patrol became an
auxiliary of the Army Air Forces and in 1948, it became the
official auxiliary of the newly-created United States Air Force.
As a flying organization, the unpaid civilian volunteers of Civil
Air Patrol have worn Air Force uniforms, but with its own
distinctive C. A. P, insignia including aviation badges.

This article will not go into the qualifications required in
awarding the Civil Air Patrol wings described. A pilot was (and
is today) required to have a CAA (now FAA) private pilot's
license and must complete a check flight givem by a Civil Air
Patrol check pilot. Different totals of hours flown, years of
service, and in some cases with pilots, more advanced FAA license
would be required for upgrading of an aeronautical rating. An
observer receives specialized training and his/her upgrading has
required additional hours of flying and years of service.

Fig. l: The original design for the C. A. P.
Pilot's Badge. Proposed in late 1941
by the U. S. Army Institute of Heraldry
(TIOH) and disapproved.
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Fig. 2: The Original Design For The C. A. P.
Observer's Badge. The Oblong Letter
"0" Was To Have Been In Red Enamel.
Also Proposed By The Institute Of
Heraldry And Disapproved At The Same
Time As The Original Design Pilot's
Badge.

Fig. 3: The Original C. A. P. Pilot's Badge.
The Design Was Approved In February
1942. Silver Eagle, Blue Disc, Silver
Triangle And Red Three-Blade Propeller.
This Badge Measures 2-1/2" From Wing
Tip To Wing Tip And Is 1" Tall. Replaced
In December 1948.

General memorandum (GM-47-A), dated August 3, 1942, National
Headquarters Civil Air Patrol, Office of Civilian Defense
(Washington, D. C.) had this to say about wing badges: "Wings
(Pilot and Observer), George J. Mayer Company, Indianapolis,
Indiana - Sterling Silver, 90¢ each Pilot's Wings, plus tax: 75¢
each Observer Wing, plus tax: (See Fig. 4). '"The Green Company,
1016 Walnut St., Kansas City, Missouri - Sterling Silver $1.00
each Pilot Wings, tax included; 75¢ each Observer Wing, tax
included". '"The Robbins Co., Attleboro, Mass., Sterling Silver,
$1.00 each Pilot Wings, tax included; 75¢ each Observer Wing, tax
included". (Now those were the days!)

Fig. 4: The Original C. A. P. Observer's Badge.
This 1/2 Wing Was Approved, Along With
The Pilot's Full Eagle Badge, And Were
Produced By The Same Manufacturers. This
1/2 Wing Badge Measures 1-1/2" Long.



In addition to those manufacturers mentioned above,
General Equipment Manufacturing Company (GEMSCO) of New York is
also known to have produced C. A. P. pilot's and Observer's Wings
during the 1940's. It is also known that a small number of WW II
C. A. P. Pilot's Badges (and perhaps the Observer's 1/2 Wing)
were made of wire embroidery (Bullion). But any collector should
be very cautious of these.

Some general comments on the original Civil Air Patrol
Pilot's and Observer's Wing Badges: Most of these wings were
made of sterling silver and used the pinback fastening system. 1
have never seen any of these wings with clutchback fasteners.
All original périod-made wings were crisp and sharp in both die
strike and enamel work on the C. A. P. insignia used within the
designs. GEMSCO did manufacture some of these wings as brass
stampings with silver plating and as die-struck solid badges with
GEMSCO and sterling in raised letters on the back. The
brass-stamped GEMSCO wings could be confused with modern day
reproductions and I hope this will not make some original GEMSCO
wings suspect. The poor enamel work, particularly on the red
propeller, will give away many of the reproduction badges now on
the market. The collector should be cautious of not only poor
enamel work, but also any glossy grey paint covering the back of
a badge and absence of any hallmark or the work "Sterling". Many
of the rules that apply to detecting reproduction WWII era Army
Air Force or Navy wings will also apply to Civil Air Patrol Wings
from the same time period.

Fig. 5: The Last Type Of The WWII Era C. A. P.
Pilot's Wings Was Never Authorized, But
Was Nonetheless Worn. :

These unauthorized wings were made from Army Air Force
Observer, Navigator or Aircrew wings. Most of them had the
enameled center disc from the regulation wings applied over the
A. A. F. center device, Some were also made by cutting out the
4. A. F. center device, then soldering the C. A. P. enameled disc
in place. 0ld C. A. P. regulations caution members against
wearing this "Trick Insignia", and warn of dire penalties if
caught wearing these wings. (These old memos also stated this
type of badge was being made of plastic!)


























































