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EDITORIAL RAMBLINGS

"Once Upon a Time" when the editor worked at a DaYins job he was

exposed to one of the world's largest research and development
organizdtion, the Bell Telephone Company Laboratories. Beinq of
the set of mind that when you didn't have a tool to do a job with
he d.eveloped .one. This was a qood attribute for advancement in
the IocaI environment, but on many occasions caused friction
between his Company and. the hal lowed hal1 of the laboratory. lVhy

shoulrl this be. Simply put the answer lies in a not too ofterr
discussed scientific factor, most cornrnon Iy referred to as the NIH
Factor. For those who haven't run afoul of NIH, it is an acronym
for "Not Invented Here. " SimpIy defined it means that if
sometl'ii.nq wasn't invented in the contl'oI I ing agency it
good .
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Now how in the world does this apply to CAP History? WelL many

houl s of frustration in trying to conrbat NIH has tdught the
eclitor lhat grood ideas (inventions) flow in two directions.
Name ly . both to and from the agency in control ' More
specifically, all t,hat is written as regards the history progrram

within the Civil Air Patrol is not absolute until such time as it
passes the test of field acceptance and usage. One such writing
is the Handbr:ok for Civil Air Patrol Historians '

In order to deveiop a history proglram within CAP, it was

necessary to produce the guiding documettts. Considering the
tremendous manpower requjrement required to put together a

progralrr of this llature arrd the linrited resources of the stdff at
National Headquarters, the editor took it upon himself to produce
a hlstory regulation which was patterned after the one used by
the Air Force. With the unofflcal help of friends at the Air
Force Historical Research Center inltlal documentation was
produced in tlre form of a draft of CAPR 210-l' whlch contained
bot.h implementing provisions and detail instructions on lristory
preparation.,

At thls poirrt NIH reared its uqly head. After nearly a year of
struggl ingr, CAPR 2L0-J' was issued on 31 August 1984.
Unfoitunateiy it was issued riithout t.he necessary details ol-l

history preparation. This was done with the understanding that
this detail material would be included in a follow on Civil Air
Patrol Panrphlet, For some reason or another this was not done ' lrr
order to get the needed information to the f ield, the material
was publ iifreA as the Handbook for CAP Historians and the
companion Oral Historv Self StudY Guide. Thus the Plalg and

Programs Office at National Headquarters became, and still is.
the source for these two d.ocuments. This causes confusion as Lo

where to get copies of them and has resulted in some difficulty



in obtaining information necessary for Winq Historians to prepare
the required Wing Annual llistorjes.

AII of the confusion on the lack of information most cerLainly
does not stem from the above, The "Handbook" is an adequate
document, but was prepared single handedly with some advance
knowledqe as relates to historical writing. Lest the Editor be

accused of NIH, let me be the first to admit that it is in need
of some clean up and simplification work. This has become

apparent as the result of suggestions received from some of the
Wing Historians vrho used it as a guide to the preparation of
their 1"988 Wingr Histories. Accordingly a revision wi I1 be

undertaken.

fn order to make this revision as useful as possible, comrnents

and. sugqestions are requested from anyone who has used the
material presented in the "Handbook. " Additional iy" it is planned
to spend a considerable amount of time working with it durinq the
Historical Seminar at the forthcoming National Board Meet:ing.

In this connection, attached is a copy of the Agenda
seminar. We will have limited workinq copies of all
documents to be studied. However, it is suggested that
attendance bring their copies of CAPR ztO-L, CAPP 223,

for the
of the

those i. n
Ha ndbool(

f or !48_,!I1-g!-qrj-A!g and Oral Historv SeI f Studv Guide.

LES

ABOUT THE COVER

This month's cover depicts the patch of the Odessa (Texas)

Composlte Squadron as desiqned by Lee in 1981. Lee based his
design on tlre World War II patch of the Midland (Near Odessa)
Army Airfield Bombardier School. As original ly designed. both tile
stork (representinq the bombing instructor) and the tiaby
(represelrting the student bombardier) were dropping bombs. This
not beinq appropriate for modern day CAP , the bombs were
eliminated and the stork became Senior Members instructing the
baby, or Cadets. The storks original cap was replaced by the CAP

one shown. Of course the tab was added.

LOST PEOPLE DEPARTMENT

The Iist of missing historians continues to shrink. As ,rf thls
writing I have no record of historians for 1-he fol lowinql
organizations:

North Central Reg i on
Massachusetts Wi ng
AIaska Wi ng

It is imperative the the National
above vacancies are filled. It

Utah Wi ng
New Mexico Wi ngr

Historian be notified when the
is also important that he be



notif ie(1 aE t-o any challiJeB irr status of curr-elltly appointed
historiarrs so tltat Conmlullicatiolls llla y be clirected Lo thern wiliCh
is irnportanL for CAP/MAP purposes'

AVIAT!OIT-}IIEIQBY

Attacl-re,f, d}'e the Air Force Ivluseunl calenrlars f or the uronLlrs of :

July,AugustarrdSepternber.AsusualmallyinLerestillgt'lrings
occurred during the Pex'iod.

In reviewing ttre Hl{L f or Lilis Lime last year ' I noted t'l-re

f c,l1ow.irrg:

"Fol lowing up or a sugqestion from Lee dnd othel-s' I think it'
w,ruld be-a gtoo,1 tirne to-start developirrg d calendar sinli Iar to
the Air Foi'ce Museuul orte. but cledicated excluslvely to CAP

happerrirrgs, Ferhaps we could do it f or or]r 50th At]t]iversary. what

reslarci1- I have dtle indicates l-hat- we did put out a nice picture
calenclar. iri 1"961 f or- our 20Lh Annivel'sary. It. prC)vided tro speclal
date infor"Ilation oLtrer than tire birth clate, but it did have solrre

rrice art. the ,:riginals of which should be in our art collectiorr'
Does anyotte know where these origrillals are. or for that fact' who

the artist was. ?

Tirne fIies, so let,s start now. If the readers v/i11 subrnit any

siqnificant CAP dates tlrey thirrk should be included in a

caien,lar, I wi i I accumulate ther on a rlaster copy and f rottr tinre
to tiure provide a progress report, 5o. scratch your coliective
memories and let me have the dates and the facts"'

Time ciid itr fact f Iy. Here it is a yeal' later and not a single
datre suggestion has beerr received. Please let rne have some ideas.

orr the cAP side, we },ere fLrIly operatlonal ol1 mally of oul' war"tln]e

missions.JulyoILg42sawtheactiVat-ionofCoasta]Palrol
Bases; L2 at Brownsvi Ile. Texas. 13 dt Sarasota. F'Iorida, 1"4 at
PaDarra Ci1:,y , Florida, 'I5 at Corpus Chl'isLi ' Texas, arrd L6 dt'

Manteo, Nbrth CaroIina. FuyLfrer. it saw first pat'ro1 opelatiorrs
from Bases: 9 at Grand IsIe. Louisi,ana ' l0 at Beaumont, Texas ' :1" 1

at Pascaqoula, Mississippi, and. 12 at BroHIIsviI Ie, Texas ' August
of 1942 i.ras anoltrer busy trronth with the dctivat ion of Base : L7 aL

Suffolk, Riverhead, Long Island, New York, 18 at Falnouth'
Massachusetts, 19 at Portland' Maine, and 20 at Bar Harbor'
Maine. This nronth also heralded first patrol operations front
Base; L3 at Sarasota, Florida, 14 at Panama City, Florida, 15 at
Corpus Chrisli, Texas, 16 at Manteo. North Carolina, and 17 at
SuffoIk, Riverhead, Long IsIand, New York.

31 Auqust !942 s,aw the end to all Coastal PaLrol activities, thus
endinganerawhereabandofvaliantcivi]ianVolunteer.sflew
c.rmbdt tnissions in defense of their Country.



FLIBLI.qH OR FERISH

l would g:uess that the most important publication at this time of
the year would be Annuai Wing Histories. With this in niind, to
date, I have received histories of some sort from the following
Wr ngls :

Connect i cut
Florida
Georg i a
Indiana
Ke n tucky
Loui s i ana
Mi nnesota

North Dakota
Nevada
New York
Ok I ahoma
South Dakota
Texas
Vermo nt

It is still a couple of days before the 30 June suspense date so
perhaps a few more are forthcoming. A word of caution, if you
have transmitted your lding History sufficiently in the past that
it should be in my hands, please contact me and/or sencl another
copy.

lVhen referring to histories of "some sort" above l was not tryinlt
to be facetious. All of them have not been reviewed in detail,
but it is obvious that the guidelines presented in the Handbook
for CAP Historians were not fol iowed in several cases. The
histories wi i I be evaluated when the National Historical
Committee meets in Augrust. At that time it will be determined if
it is "adequate" for CAP/MAP point purposes. In view of the fact
that this is the first year of the CAP,/MAP requirement, L'he
Cornmittee will be as liberal as possible. However. in all
fairness to those who put forth the time and effort to do the
complete job it can not be overly so.

Lee reports that he is stiII receiving' information on CAP unit
Patches and should be in a position to make it worthwhile to
publ ish a sequel to his earlier Monograph on the subject.

As usual he has been hard at work wit'h his research and writrnq.
Attached is a copy of the first part of his definitive work on
Winq Badses of the Civil Air Patrol. As you can see it was
publ ished in Winqs and Thinqs of the World, a quarterly
publication as explained on the copy of its cover which is also
attached. The second part is scheduled for publication in the
f al i of the year.

HISTORIC AIRCRAFT IDENTIFICATION PROGRAM

Nothing new to report this month. Just the usual appeal for
historian to seek out and handle the many presentations which are
in the hands of the Winqs which have not been handled.
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CAP HISTORIC F]LI\,l CATALOGING

With the help of BiiI Odorn at National Headquarters I 'have beeri
accumulatinq obsolete Civi I Air Patroi Fi 1m with tl'Ie hope
catalog,ing them. It is my hope to some day have them aII rounded
up into a data base complete with description and lruide to
corrtents much as we do in our Photoqraphic Data Base. Recently I
received a call from Jim Quinlan of the Massachusetts Winq who

was in need for some early f ootaqre for a Wing Video which he is
producingr. As a result, I finally got off of the proverbial "do
nothing stool" and cataloqued most of what I trave on hand. A copy
of what is availabie is aLtaclred. If you hdve access to any film
not listed and can fr-ee them up to ship to me, it will be

appreciated.

Mrat is being done is that the best available copy is being
transferred to 3/4 inch video tape for subsequent editing and
further transfer to VHS Video Format. This wiIl allow for better
utilization and will have the side benefit of preservation atrd
copy i ng .

NA'I]Q@

As prevlously stated, the major thrust of this year'' s Historical
Seminar wiil be to prepdre Wing Historians to be better able to
prepdre a Wirrg Hlstory which tneets al l of the regulrements of t'he
Har-rdbook Jor CAP Historians. With this in mind, al1 assigned
historians are encouraged to attend. If this is not possible' it
1s suggested that arangements for sorneone to substitute who has
the time Lo be in attendarrce for at least the scheduled workshop
on the handbook.

Members of the National Historical Committee should be advised
that a good.ly portion of our Cor nittee Meetrng will be devoted to
an evalLration of the Wtng Histories which have been submitted.
This makes it vital Lhat they be in atterrdance for ql-! of the
seminar arld that they be thoroughly familiar with the handbook as
it nc,w stands. They should also have any suggested changes to it
iIr frnal fornr.

It is irnportant that I be advised as to the plans for all
Conunlttee Members as relates to attendance at the seminar as well
as tireir plans as reqards sltting at the Historical Table at the
Banquet. Please take the time to call me or drop me a note as
soon as is possible.

RELATED MATTERS

Eeing a iong tirfie Inember of the Arnerican Aviation Histor'ica]
Society, Lee asked nte to pass on the attached }etter from lrim and

the associated applicdtion blank. Also as a lnember of that fine
orqarrizatiorr. I strongly endorse Lee's recorurtendation for the
serious studeut of aviation history.



Received nolirje ol a verv lnt-erestitlq f und r aisil']o Er-r'o iecL llv the
F.I.]ieI.5bul-qCr)nlL-)ositeSquadr.crtrwhentl.leyotfer.edBelll'Iutlr]:er(lne
t-o the Historic;1 CormlilrLee for pi'oper placernerlt" At-Lachecl is
copy of a flyer which provides orderlng infornation' It appears

to ine that Lh-ese wi l l tre very illtel-esl-illcl CAP souvenrrs '

INDEXlNG

Attached is this issue's insta] llrrent oI A --Lqpp-r-1-c!-i-9'rr- -!J---l-!19l-s-aq'
ina an updated index thereof . You wr I 1 r-rote it contairrs the

balance of the General Memorand.um Index as originally prepared by

Louisa in June of 1983,

WANTED: BY Les -
Version 4.0 or ear 1

t-he pro 
-i ect s on

bur ner

DISTRIBUTlON:

Members NHC

Members NEC

Reqlon Historians
Wi ng Hi stor i ans
5e l ected Individuals

Voiunteer Typist wlro can type using WORDSTAR

ier. HeIp is badlv rreedecl l-o continue lflany of
hanrf and start c,thers whrch are c) !') t-he back
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HISTORIEAL BEI{INAR

CAP NATIONAL BOARD MEETING
MARRIOTT RIVERCENTER HOTEL

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS
12 AUGUST 1989

TIME SUBJECT SPEAKER

1300 - 13'15 Introduction HoPPer

1315 - 1345 Review of CAP Regulatlon 21"0*1 Hopper

1345 - 1400 Review of CAP Pamphlel 223 Ragan

1"400 - 1600 Workshop on Historians Handbook Corunittee

1600 - 1615 Oral History Progrram Workshop Cotnmittee

L6l-5 - 1"630 History and CAP,/MAP Hopper

1630 - 1700 Panel Discussion Conunittee

NB89.AGE 6/25/89
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A QUARTERLY JOURNAL FOR THE COLLECIORS OF MILTTARY T'LIGIIT
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WING BADGES OF THh
CIVIL AIR PATROL

By Ir. @1. I€e nagar, C. A. P.
l{euber Givil Air Patrol f,ational Eiatotical coEittee

All Illuetratione By lte Arthor llnlegs Otheruiae Xoted

Hhen I first had the idea of writing an article on Civil Air
Patrol wings for "Wings and Thingsrt, I wanted it to be the

'rdefinitivett article on the subject. The rnore research I did,
the nore col lectors I talked wi th and the more old Civi I Air
Patrol wings I found, I soon realized this could never be the
aIl-encompassing article I had hoped to write, but only a

document of what I had learned up to this point and time'

lly first efforts to write oo this subject appeared in the
April-June 1986 issue of I'The Trading Postrr, published by the
American Society of Military Insignia Collectors. Not being
satisfied with that first effort, and having learned more about
this subject since then, I promised Russ Huff that I would give
it rny best shot at writing a more in-depth piece on these wing
badges for 'ttlings and Things". So - here goes! I do hope it
will increase your knowledge as collectors and historians.

Formed on December I, 1941, as a component of the Office of
Civilian Defense, the civil Air Patrol is now in its 48th year of
service to our nation. In 1943, Civil Air Patrol became an

auxiliary of the Arruy Air Forces and in 1948, it became the
official auxiliary of the newly-created United states Air Force.
As a flying organization, the unpaid civilian volunteerg of Civil
Air Patrol have worn Air Force uniforms, but with itg own

distinctive C, A. P, insignia including aviation badges.

This article will not go into the qualificatione required in
awarding the Civil Air Patrol wings described. A pilot was (and
is today) required to have a CAA (now FAA) private pilotrs
license and must complete a check flight given by a Civil Air
Patrol check pilot. Different totals of hours florn, years of
service, and in some casee with pilote, more advanced FAA license
would be required for upgrading of an aeronautical rating. An

observer receiveg specialized training and his/her upgrading hae
required additional hourg of flying and years of service.

lhe original &aign for the C. A. P.
Pilotra Badge. Propoaed in latc l94l
by the U. S. Arry Institqte of Eeraldry
(Tlof,) ed direpproved.

lig. l:
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Fig.2: Tte Original Deaign For fire C. A. P.

Obaerverra Badge. Itle Oblong L€tter
t'O" t as To Eave f,een In Red Enme I .
Alao Proposed By ltle Institute Of
Eeraldry And Diaapproved At ftle Sae
Tine As The Original Deeign Pilotrs
Bedge.

Fig. 3: ftre Original C. A. P. Pilotta Badge.
l1re lleaign llaa Approved Ir Pebruary
1942. Silver Bagle, Blue Disc, Silver
Triangle And Red Three-8lade Propeller.
ltrie Badge lGasures 2-l/2r! Frm Bing
Tip to lling Tip And Is lrr Tall. Replaced
In Ilecenber 1948.

General memorandum (cI{-47-A), dated August 3, 1942, Nat ional
Headquarters Civil Air Patrol, Office of Civilian Defense
(Washington, D. C,) had this to say about wing badges: "l,lings(PiIot and Observer), ceorBe J. M"yer Corpany, fldianapolil,
Indiana - Sterling Silver, 90(.each pilot's Wings, plus tax: 75{
each Observer tling, plus tax: (See Fig. 4). ,,The Green Cornpany,
1015 l,Ialnut St., Kansas City, Missouri - Sterling Siiver $l.ilO
each Pi Iot tltings, tax includedl 75{ each Observer I.ling, tax
included'r. r'The Robbins Co., Attleboro, Mass., Sterling situ".,
$1.00 each Pilot lrings, tax includedl 75{ each 0bserver Wing, t"*
includedrr. (Now those were the days!)

Ttre Original C. A. P. Gserverrs Badge.
Ttria l/2 tling Paa Approved, Along pith
Ilre Pilot'a Full Eagle !adg€, And $ere
Produced By The Sae llanufrcturera. Ttria
ll2 nirr.g Badge lteeaurea l-l/2'r long.

,

Fig.4:
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In addition to those manufacturers mentioned above'

ceneral Eouipment tlanufacturing Company (GEMSCO) of Neu York i8

;i;; [""; to have produced c. a. p. pilot's and observerts llings

Juring tte 1940's'. It is also knosn that a small nunber of ld{ II
c. A. P. Pilot rs Badges (and PerhaPs the obBerverrs l/2 l'ing)
,"r"'."ae of vire ernbioidery (sullion). But any collector should

be very cautioua of these.

Some general comnents on the original Civi I Air Patrol

Pilot's and bbserver's t{ing Badges: t{ost of these rrings rere

made of eterling eilver and used the pinback fastening syeten' I
have never 

"""n "ny 
of these wings with clutchback faateners'

All original p,6riod-oade wings rerL crisp and-sharp in -both die

strike and enamel lork on th; C. A. P' insignia ueed within the

designs. GEMSCO did uanufacture some of these ringe as braeg

"i"riing" 
with silver plating and ae die-struck solid badges with

GEMSio and sterling in raised letters on th€ back' The

brass-stamped GEMSCO wings could be confused with nodern day

reproductions and I hope this will not make eome original GEMSCO

wings suspect. The Poor enamel r'rork, Particularly on the red

propeller, vilI give aeay nany of the reproduction badges not' on

ihe'rnarket. The collector should be cautious of not only poor

enamel work, but also any glossy grey paint covering the back of
a badge and absence of any hallmark or the work 'iSterling". l'any

of the rules that apPly to detecting reproduction t'rWI I era Arny

Air Force or Navy wings uill also apply to civil Air Patrol wings

fron the same time period.

fig. 5: lte L3t lype Of fte tallu Bre G. A. P.
Pilotra lliaga lfaa Xever Arthorired, lut
ga8 f,otrethelesa llorn.

these unauthorized nings were made from Army Air Force
Observer, Navigator or Aircrew vinge. Most of then had the
enameled center disc fron the regulation wings applied over the
A. A. F. center device. Some u€re algo urade by cutting out the
A. A. F. center device, then soldering the C. A. P. enaroeled diec
in place. Old C. A. P. regulations caution nenbere egainst
wearing this rrTrick Ineigniar', and narn of dire penaltiee if
caught uearing these uing8. (These old neuoe also stated this
type of badge was being nade of plastict)
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There are a couple of reasons why this wing badge was v'orn

instead of the regulat ion pilot rs Ful I Eagle l{ings' First 
'

wartime C. A. P. insignia was often difficult to obtain by

members in the fietd due to the relatively low priority given to

the producti-on of C. A. P. insignia. SecondIy, many c. A' P'

pilois just did not like the regulation pilotre badge because it
looked somewhat similar to the German breast eagles worn above

the ri ght pocket of most German uni forrns ' Many of the old
surviving wirt irne photos show these unauthorized wings being worn

as an aviation rating badge and the originaL pilotrs wings being

worn on the service caP as a cap Badget

U. S. Army Air Force Liaison Pilot's l'lings were also worn

rrithout authorization by pilots l,uho rvere assigned to the southern

Liaison Patrol. It is not known how widespread this practice
became, but some lrartine photos clearly show that particular wing

badge being worn. Civil Air Patrol maintained active duty units
co patrol the Mexican Border frorn July 1942 to April 1944 to
report any suspicious activities. The area covered was from

Douglas, Arizona to Brownsville, Texas. Since these crewa were

assigned to 'rsouthern Liaison Patrolr', maybe they reasoned that
they were entitled to vrear t'Liaisontt pilot's wingsl

,

The lhree Wing Badgea Propoaed In Arrgust.
f945. Deaigned By lhe Institute of Eeraldry,
Dut Itever ldopted Or llanufactured.

?

Fig. 6:
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