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EDITORIAL RAMBLINGS

HAPPY NEW YEAR! Yes it is actually
1 January 1992 and here | sit without
even a hangover ( My parents taught
me better than to drink, in this case
my parents are Mother Nature and
Father Time) working away on the
first issue of Volume X of this
prestigious journal. Can't really
believe that | have been at it this
long.

Before | get carried away, do allow
me to amplify on my opening two
words. Not only do | wish you and
yours a HAPPY one, but also a
PROSPEROUS and HEALTHY one.

No New Year's Resolutions. Was
tempted to make one as regards
getting current and staying that way
on my correspondence. Unfor-
tunately, the only way for me to do
that is to cut off the input. This |
don't want to do, so the best | can
come up with Is an apology for my
tardiness and a hope that | will do
better. In other words, | still
appreciate your letters and will try to
handle them as promptly as
possible.

Our 50th has come and went as we
say in South Louislanaese. It was
great, so let’s all join together to
make the next 50 even greater.

You will note a new format for this
issue. Have been wanting to do
something different, but haven't had
the courage to tackle my desktop
publishing program(First Publisher).
Maybe I'll get better at it in the
future. Anyway, hope you like the
new format.

LES

GAE

ABOUT THE COVER

I'll take full blame for this month’s
cover by Lee. Many may wonder just
who TERRIBLE TOMMY is. So, let me
take a few minutes to explain the
cover and let the reader guess.
Pictured Is a debonair, at least
partially, dressed individual
complete with the requisite wing tip
shoe and oversized brief case. To
complete his wardrobe he Is wearing
a rather worn sneaker and a
bedraggled set of gym shorts.
Complete in his normal (preferred)
state, he is dribbling a basketball.
Now who In the world shares a
passion for a lot of paper work and
basketball playing? You guessed it,
none other than our Corporate Legal
Consul Thomas A. Handley, Esquire.
To say he scores for CAP Is an
understatement. One merely has to
be familiar with increased FECA
Coverage, the Supply Bill and CAP
insurance problems to know just how
well he scores. So, Tom, take down
that old cartoon from your office wall
and hang this one of TERRIBLE
TOMMY,




ANNUAL WING HISTORIES

Yes, it is also that time of the year
when we historlans need to address
the Issue of our respective Unit
Historles for the Calendar Year of
1991. It Is not too early to start
getting ready to meet the 30 June
1992 CAP/MAP deadiine. In fact,
anything you can do in the way of
early submittal will be sincerely
appreciated. | will be out of town for
most of the month of July, so | will
be hard pressed to critique all
histories prior to the National Board
Meeting. Speaking of critiques, the
same format as used In the past will
be used for 1891 Historles. The one
exception will be an optional item
relating to the History of your Wing
Patch.

For possible guidance on how to
round up material, | am enclosing a
copy of the Michigan Wing's
Supplement to CAP Pamphlet 5,
Historian’'s Handbook.

Remember, In order to be
considered for the Wing Historian of
the Year Award, an acceptable Wing
History must be submitted prior to
the deadline.

NATIONAL BOARD MEETING
PREPARATION

August will see another National
Board Meseting and Historical
Seminar. Frankly, the latter presents
a real challenge. | live in fear of
conducting a seminar which does not
contain what is wanted. With this
thought in mind, your ideas as to
oontent are earnestly solloited.

Would also appreciate hearing from

anyone with a timely subject on
which they would like to make a
presentation.

ORAL HISTORY PROGRAM

Thanks to Louisa's hard work, we are
making progress on the backlog and
keeping current on the newer ones.
In order to do so, she has upgraded
her computer system to include a
page scanner. This latter device, and
her willingness to work, will also go a
long way toward getting many of our
earlier documents into computer
format for indexing and other
purposes.

HISTORIC CAP AIRCRAFT
PROGRAM

One of these aircraft has been
located at the Experimental Alrcraft
Association’s Museum in Oshkosh,
Wisconsin. Attached is an excellent
article about It and a photograph of
it on display. One thing that the
article does not say is that this
aircraft was flown in CAP service in
the California Wing. Among the pilots
who flew it was aviation great, Beryl
Markham. For those who don't




know about this lady | suggest her

biography West With the Night (North
Point Press, 1983) and Mary Lovell's
Straight On Till Morning (St. Martin's
Press, 1987)

Also found at the EAA Aviation
Museum were Luscombe NC 1025
and Stinson NC 1026. Unbelievable
as it may seem, the Luscombe had
been flown by Mary Lovell when she
visited the United States from her
home In England. How about that for
a tight loop?

PUBLISH OR PERISH

Joining Don Borton's Bibliography Is
Lee Ragan’'s Civil Air Patrol Unit
Patches, Volume Two. With this
volume, Lee has classified and
provided illustrations for over 480
Civil Air Patrol Unit Patches. To say
this has been a monumental
undertaking would be an
understatement, so | won't. | will just
say thanks for a job well done from
all CAP Collectors, including the
retired ones like me. Who knows,
maybe |'ll get some time to get back
to my insignia collecting which is
what got me interested in the first
place.

Lee Is always on the look out for the
unusual in CAP Insignia, but even he
gets stumped. See the attached
“Civil Air Patrol Skeet Shooting
Championship Patches - 1969 and
1970" and prayide any Information
you can.

Speaking of Unit Patches, a new one
turned up the other day via a
donation from Eleanor Wallin of her
deceased husband Harold's uniform

from the World War Ii era. He served
at Coastal Patrol Base 17 at Suffolk
Airport, Riverhead, Long Island, New
York and later on Tow Target
Service. The patch is lllustrated by
the attached copy. Please note that
it Is a bit distorted due to the patch
and uniform having been cleaned.
Interestingly, the Tow Target Tab
(Red Letters on a White Arc) was
manufactured as a part of the
contemporary CAP National Patch. |
don't recall seeing this one before or
any references to it.

PAUL HARVEY PAY TRIBUTE TO
CAP

Syndicated Radio Commentator Paul
Harvey paid tribute to CAP on his
broadcast of 30 November 1991. In
his usual dramatic style, Harvey
related the Farr/Haggin submarine
sinking off of the New Jersey Coast
(see subsequent paragraph). | will
be happy to provide a copy of the
tape which | made in exchange for a
blank 60 minute cassette tape and a
self addressed stamped padded en-
velope.

This broadcast was the result of an
initial contact with the Harvey
organization made by New York
Wing's Herb Saxe.




FARR/HAGGIN SUBMARINE
SINKING

During the course of World War I,
CAP laid claim to the sinking of two
German Submarines. Official credit
for these sinkings was never awarded
by the Navy. Considering
inter-service rivalry of the period, this
Is not unusual. One of these was a
sinking off the New Jersey Coast in
the summer of 1942. The story of this
sinking and the aircraft involved is
told in the attached article which
appeared in the December 1984
issue of the Civil Air Patrol News.

What's new Is that there is now
evidence which tends to confirm our
claim. This Is covered by the
attached copy of an article
appearing In the October 23, 1991
issue of the New York Post.
Subsequent articles appeared in
several other newspapers.

New Jersey Wing Historlan Greg
Weidenfeld In close contact with
those involved in the exploration
project in an attempt to learn more
which will assist in the formal
recognition of our claim.

RELATED MATTERS

It is my sad duty to announce the
passing of a member of the National
Historical Committee, Colonel
Gordon Thomas Weir, CAP. Colonel
Weir was one of the CAP greats as
covered by the attached Obituary.

WANTED AND AVAILABLE
HISTORICAL MATERIAL

Wanted- By Les - Mateflél for this
paragraph and anything else you
may have to offer.

DISTRIBUTION:
Members NHC
Members NEC
Region Historians
Wing Historians
Selected Individuals



MIWG Supplement 1 HEADQUARTERS, MICHIGAN WING
CAPP 5 CIVIL AIR PATROL
15 November 1991 United States Air Force Auxiliary

2525 W. Jefferson Ave.
Trenton, Michigan 48183

MICHIGAN WING HISTORY PROCEDURES
(FOR UNITS BELOW WING HDQ.)

GENERAL. This proceddre details the requirements for standardization
of history information that is to be supplied by units below wing. This
information is placed in the unit history sectlon of the Michigan Wing
Annual History. .

The information being requested by Michigan Wing 1s basic information
only and should be written in general terms. The unit is responsible
for preparation of its own in-depth history.

NOTE: Only the unit can document its accomplishments during a year,
NO ONE ELSE CAN!I!

25 REQUIREMENTS.

A. WING HISTORY - The wing history contains a summary of each unit in
the wing. The information required for this section is as follows:
1. Unit Name

. Charter Number .

3. Unit Commander Name(s) and length of term in office.

4. Cadet Commander Name(s) and length of term in office (Required
only if unit is a Cadet or Composite Squadron).

5, Unit meeting location and time.

6. Chronological history of unit happenings. This chronology should
contain a month-by-month/day-by-day breakdown of important unit
happenings. (Refer to Flgure 1)

B. UNIT HISTORY - For preparation of the unit detailed history,
follow the quidelines as set forth in CAPP 5. Preparation of the wing
history requirement is a good beginning into the full assembly of the
units history.

3. SUSPENSE DATE.

The unit chronolegical information, as described in Para. 2.A., ls due by
1 February. If there is any delay, please contact the MIWG/XR.

Unit detailed narrative histories can be kept at Wing Headquarters and are
accepted at anytime.

All historical information must be sent to Michigan Wing Hdq./XR.
4. MARGINS. Top %", Left 1", right 1", and bottom 1".

5. ENFORCEMENT. These operating instructions will remain in force until
rescinded or superseded. Additions or corrections to this procedure
should be directed to Michigan Wing Hdq./XR.

FOR THE COMMANDER Distribution: 1 ea.-Nat. Hdg./XR
{ 1 ea.-MIWG/CC
Lol ﬁ;f,<ZQTﬁrzfﬁ%" 1 ea.-MIWG/AD
SueAnn F'Geppert, Major, CAP 1 ea.-Unit/CC
1 ea.-Unit/XR

Michigan Wing Historian



ML4G Supplement 1 HEADQUARTERS, MICHICAN WING
CAPP 5 CIVIL AIR PATROL
15 November 15¢1 United Statas Air Force Auxiliary
- 2525 W. Jefferson Ave.
Trenton, Michigan 48183

1 JANUARY - 31 DECEMBER 1991 MICHIGAN WING HISTORY
HAYS COMP, SQDN., 14008
COMMANDER: 1Lt. KayLynn Philip, CAP

CADET COMMANDER:
MEETING LOCATION/TIME: 12th and Walnut, Hays, Kansas
Mondays, 1930 Hrs.
Janusry '.-383
4 Regular meeting attenced by Wing Commander Lt Col. Christopher Fox to formaily

install the new unit ccmmander.

9 Lavel | offered at squacron and a regular meeting.

14-15 Hays Squadron hosted a Kansas Wing SLS at Fort Hays State Univ.

1o} Commanders Call ér:e‘;.ded by Lt. Fhilip, Capt. Witten, Lt. Elauer and L!. Grub.
23 Regular meeting.

February

13 Regular unit mesting.

18 Lt. Fhilip attencded OFLAN 1000 briefing.

20 Squadron staff meeting to sat up training schedule.

27 Regular unit meating.

March

11-12 CR Training exercise at Hutchinson, attenced ty Li. Philip, Capt. Wuertz, Lt. Fleifer,

and Capt. Fhilip.

13 Regular unit meeting.
18 Lamar, CO SAR CAP anenced by Capt. Witten, Capt. Wueriz and LL. Luecke.
18 Wing Stalt meetng and Communicatcns Qfficers meetng at McConnell AFE, KS

attended by Lt. Fhilip and Lt. Campbell.

27 Regular unit meeting.

Figure 1. Sample ¢l Unit Infermaton lor Annual Wing History

2
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An American Classic, the Ryan SCW. Still one of the most beautiful and graceful lightplanes ever built.
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By Morton Lester (EAA 55178)
Trustee
EAA Air Museum Foundation

P. Q. Box 3747
Martinsville, VA 24112

NC17372 with three aboard, the rear seat passenger

sitting side saddle. Note the wind-driven generator.

. THE TIME WAS 1927. The world was basking in the
wake, fame and glory of Charles Lindbergh and his mag-
nificent Ryan, the Spirit of St. Louis. Ryan Aircraft

had overnight become a household word. In the follow-

ing years, man superb aircraft would be produced by
Ryan Aeronautical such as the widely acclaimed and
accepted Menasco powered low wing, open cockpit ST
(Sport Trainer) of 1934.

During the following year of 1935, the fertile mind
of T. Claude Ryan, an early aeronautical genius, who
today at the age of 78 continues to work on new aviation
concepts as the head of the Ryson Corporation, began
to conceive of a revolutionary luxurious cabin aircraft.
The ship was to be of all metal construction with thick
gauge rigid atclad duralumin skin for structural in-
tegrity. The roomy three place interior was to have plush
fine grain leather upholstery with deep mohair carpets

10 FEBRUARY 1976

and adjustable seats. The cabin would be soundproofed,
heated and ventilated with individual ducts.

Mr. Ryan envisioned a long double tapered wing
with pronounced dihedral and a radical washout in in-
cidence of some six degrees in a uniform change from
root to wing tip. [ts aeronautical stability would be un-
surpassed. By applying the European formula of that
day, such a ship would be termed a “touring aircraft”.
Mr. Ryan chose to designate his new design the S-C
for "Sport Cabin”.

By 1936, blueprints were pouring from the drafting
room, the wood mock-up was taking shape, and work
was rapidly begun on the extensive tooling and dies.
The latter part of that year saw the beginning of the
prototype with the Civil Aeronautics Administration 1s-
suing the experimental registration number NX17372.
The Ryan factory designated this new concept to be the
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200 series, thereby making the prototype ship serial
number 201.

In typical Ryan fashion, NX 17372 was indeed a
breach from the standard conformity and type of air-
craft of that era which was considered the norm. How-
ever, it was distinctively American with its gleaming
aluminum skin polished to the gloss of pure silver. The
ship was a sensation, and it was far in advance for its
time.

The trailing edge of the 37" 6” wing created an in-
verted gull effect as it neatly flared into the fuselage.
The pleasing lines of the full monocoque fuselage were
accented by a streamlined sliding cabin hatch, which
incidentally could be opened in flight, and also by the
horizontal stabilizer which was noticeably raised above
the fuselage. A perforated belly flap or dive brake was
. located between the two beautifully faired landing gears
and tear drop wheel pants. It indeed had a compact and
aggressive appearance that looked and was fast and rug-
ged.

In early 1937 the Serial No. 201 was mated to a 150
fp Menasco inline and was designated SCM under ATC
651. Following an extensive test program, the decision:
was made to remove the Menasco and install a Warner
Super-Scarab Radial of 145 hp. Serial No. 201 (proto-
type) was then redesignated SCW under ATC 658 in
October 1937.

The NX was dropped and the prototype, Serial No.
201, then became NC 17372. The ship exceeded all de-
sign performance criteria and was promptly put on a
circuit of the USA to be shown and demonstrated at all
. major aviation gatherings and air meets. Ryan immedi-
ately began ordering parts for an initial production run
of 25 SCW aircraft. But just as production was begun,
large, urgent military orders for their popular ST Train-
er (PT-16 and PT-20) were received and production of
the SCW was terminated after a run of only twelve air-
craft.

Another SCW recognition feature is the perforated
belly flap. Without it the plane floats like crazy in ground
effect on landing. The Vs in the fabric covered portion
of the wing panels are zippered inspection flaps . . .

more common in European lightplanes of pre-war era. - ’

NC 17372 was sold in Mexico in 1938 and received
the Mexican registration of XA-CUT. The aircraft per-
formed nobly. Its logs indicate many trips back and
forth across Mexico and down into Central and South
America. The ship acquired many distinctions, one of
which has become quite notable as a result of today’s
women's liberation movement. The first woman to be-
come certified and licensed as an aviatress by the Mexi-
can Department of Aeronautics was taught to fly in —
you guessed it — NC 17372. Of course, I hasten to add
that her instructor was a man.

In 1943, with the world at war and gasoline severely
rationed — priorities took precedent. Sport flying be-
came one of the many victims of that horrible era, and
NC 17372 dropped out of sight and disappeared into
oblivion.

All of us have favorite airplanes that just simply
appeal to us, or ones that bring back a bit of nostalgia. I

 was a small boy when the SCW’s were built, but how dis-

tinctively I recall gathering all the available pictures of
that handsome ship. Many of these pictures were pains-
takingly cut from magazines and newspapers, and were
among my most prized possessions.

The years have rapidly passed and my love of avia-
tion has grown, with antique aircraft being closest to
my heart. My participation in EAA led to my serving as
president of the North Carolina, South Carolina and .
Virginia Antique Airplane Foundation which is desig- .
nated as EAA Chapter 395. In 1972 [ was appointed to
the Board of EAA Air Museum which is located in Hales
Corners, Wisconsin, a suburb of Milwaukee.

It was during one of the Museum Board meetings in
February of 1973 that I happened to be sitting next to

SPORT AVIATION 11



‘Bill Hodges. who served as assistant curator of the Mu-
seum and who, incidentally, is a Ryan buff and presi-
dent of the National Ryan Club. During one of the breaks,
we were discussing the various Ryan aircraft. when [
related my fascination for the SCW. Bill advised, "For
years we have all wondered whatever became of the pro-
totype SCW, NC 17372." Bill went on to explain that
during recent years, various Ryan Club members had
reported hearing rumors of the existence of the proto-
tvpe still in Mexico.

That evening aflter dinner, Bill pulled a map from
his file and pointed to an area and said, "Although-the
rumors are fragmented, they all appear to originate in
the area of Torreon, Coahuila, Mexico." He went on to
state, "Why 'don’t you take this information on Serial
No. 201 that | have compiled and see what you can do
with it.”

On the flight back home, I poured over the material
until T had virtually memorized every detail. Upon
reaching Martinsville, I placed a call to a friend and
fellow EAA member in Laredo, Texas, who was employed
at the Laredo Air Force Base as an [LA. Danny Martinez
is indeed a gentleman, and incidentally, one who speaks
fluent Spanish. We discussed the prototype SCW for )
some time and Danny agreed to go into Mexico and pur. SCW production line. Visible are about half the total
sue the matter on my behalf, assuring me that he would SCWs built
put forth his very best efforts. '

The following week I received a collect phone call
from Mexico. It was Danny, excitedly advising that he
had located the ship where it had been placed in storage
in 1943 and had been successful in negotiating an op-
tion to purchase. As a director of Virginia National Bank
of Martinsville, I knew that the International Depart- X .
ment of VNB had the capabilities of wiring the cash di- ; i ] 1413, :
rectly to Danny in Mexico. Within four hours Dan had ol " B e iolwe dp- of g1

received the money, closed the deal, executed the neces- ‘ : & e b I':”]f I I"”rll-
sary aocuments, leased a trailer, carefully and pain- ; iy C R a——r
stakingly loaded the ship, and was on the way back to . S L B F e BT

Texas where it was received by two equally enthusiastic
fellow EAA members, Warren Hall of Burlington, North
Carolina and Oliver “Buster” Holmes of Durham, North
Carolina. The ship was then transferred to two trucks
for the trip to its new home, Virginia.

The SC fuselage was built in units which were later
mated — quite an advanced technigue for lightplanes
in the 1930s.

R Y AN
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The prototype SC as originally fitted with an inline
Menasco engine. This aircraft and the Stinson gull-
wings have the most distinctive and easily recog-
nizable wing planforms ot any American civil aircraft.
. The SCW was a favorite of movie producers during
World War Il for use as a ‘‘Japanese fighter”, due to
its vague resemblance to the Nakajima Claude.

The SCW spar. -
Ll
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As word traveled as to the prototype being brought
back to this country, Ryan enthusiusts throughout the
nation began to offer their assistance and encourage-
ment. Among those were Miles Clayton, LA. of Whitset,
North Carolina, Bill Wagner, secretary-treasurer of the
Ryan Aeronautical Library in San Diego, California,
Dan Burnette of the San Diego Aero-Space Museum of
California, Everette Cassagneres, Ryan Aircraft His-
torian of Cheshire, Connecticut, Bob Taylor of the An-
tique Airplane Association, Ottumwa, lowa, Gar Wil-
liams, a director of the EAA Antique-Classic Division,
Naperville, Illinois, Paul Poberezny, president of EAA,
Hales Corners, Wisconsin, John Underwood, aviation
author of Glendale, California, and even Mr. Ryan him-
self, who during an EAA International Convention at
Oshkosh, Wisconsin, gave me a rich insight into the de-
sign background and objectives of the SC.

Thus began a reconstruction process which was to
run for two and one half years. Under the articulate
mechanical brilliance of my cousin, C. W. (Pete) Cov-
ington, NC 17372 again began to regain its original
magnificence as conceived in the mind of its designer
of 40 years past. Pete applied his very special talent of
“super craftsman”, and the prototype Ryan SC is once
again a glistening streamline beauty.

On Sunday, November 16, 1975, Serial No. 201 flew
for the first time in almost 32 years. [ could not have been
more pleased with the ship's performance and stability.
We flew it many times that day and found it necessary
to make only three small adjustments in the airframe.
As the sun began to set, one could never find two more
proud people than Pete Covington and myself as we com-
fortably sped along over the beautiful countryside of
southern Virginia with the lovely Blue Ridge Moun-
tains in the distance. We watched the fields and forests
disappear beneath our silver tapered wings, and knew
that in our own way we had made a small contribution
to the preservation of our aeronautical heritage which
has become such a vital part of our culture.

Last night, while looking through an old scrapbook
and magazines that were so meticulously kept as a young
lad, I came across a Ryan SC brochure. As my eyes poured
over the type, I became aware that its pages had yel-
lowed with age, but [ found that I could not agree more
with its title which is as true today as it was of almost
40 years ago. "RYAN S-C ... WORLD'S FINEST METAL
CABIN PLANE FOR THE PRIVATE OWNER.”

= » o a2, A kT vim ¥ - ]

Unique hinged radial cowling for the Warner engine.
The beautifully faired fixed landing gear caused so
little drag in the SCW's speed range that a retractable
gear would hardly have been worth the extra weight
and complexity.

. Roll out of the prototype Ryan SC powered by a 150

SC wing structure. It was fabric covered aft of the all-
metal D-section.

The author, Morton Lester,
this exact configuration . .. and condition.

L S Y

hp Menasco. This inline engine was later replaced by
a 145 hp Warner radial. .
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