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EDITOR!AL RAMBLINGS

HAPPY NEW YEARI Yes h ls actually
1 January 1992 and here I sit without
even a hangover ( lt/y parent8 taught
me better than to drlnk, ln thle case
my parents are Mother Nature and
Father Time) working away on the
firet iesu€ ol Volume X of thle
preetiglous Journal, Can't really
belleve that I have been at lt thlE
long.

Before I get carrled away, do allow
me to ampllfy on my openlng two
words. Not only do I wlsh you and
yours a HAPPY one, but also a
PROSPEROUS and HEALTHY one.

No New Year's Resolutions. Wae
tempted to make one as regards
getting current and etaylng that way
on my correspondence, Unfor-
tunately, the only way lor me to do
that ls to cut olf the lnput. Thls I
don't want to do, so the bEst I can
come up with is an apology for my
tardiness and a hope that I will do
botter. ln other words, I stlll
appreciate your lotters and wlll try to
handle them as promptly as
posslble.

Our Soth has coma and went as rve
say ln South Louislanaese. lt wae
great, so let's all Joln together to
make the next 50 even greater.

You wlll note a new format for thls
issue. Have been wantlng to do
something different, bul haven't had
the courage to tackle my desktop
publlshlng prggram(Flrst Publlsher).
Maybe l'll get better at tt ln tho
future. Anyway, hope you llke the
new format.

LES

ABOUT THE COVER

l'll take full blame tor thia month'e
oover by Lee. Many may wonder Jusl
who TEBRIBLE TOMMY ls. So, let me
take a few mlnutee to explaln the
cover and let the reader guess,
Plctured le a debonalr, at l6agt
partlally, dressed lndlvldual
complete wlth the requlslte wlng tlP
shoe and oversizsd brlef case, To
complete hls wardrobe he la wearlng
a rather worn sneaker and a
bedraggled aet of gym shorts.
Complete ln hls normal (preferred)
state, he le drlbbllng a basketball.
Now who ln the world ehares a
paaslon for a lot of paper work and
basketball playlng? You gueesed lt,
none other than our Corporate Legal
Coneul Thomae A. Handley, Esqulre.
To eay he ecoree lor CAP le an
understatemenl. One merely has to
be famlllar wlth lncreaeed FECA
Coverage, ths Supply Bill and CAP
lngurance problems to know lust how
well he scores. So, Tom, take down
that old cartoon lrom your offlce wall
and hang thle one ol TERRIBLE
TOMMY.



ANNUALWING HISTORIES

Yes, lt ls also that tlme of the Year
when we hlgtorlans need to addrees
the lssue of our resPectlve Unlt
Hletorles for the Calendar Yoar of

1991. lt le not too earlY to start
oettlno readv to meet the 30 June
Tesz 6nP rAP deadllne, ln fact,
anythlng you can do ln the way of
eaily submlttal wlll be slncerelY
aooieclated. I wlll be out ol town for
nidet ot th6 month ol July, so I wlll
be hard press,ed to crltlque all
hlstorles'prlor to the Natlonal Board
Meetlng. Speaklng ol crltlquee, the
game formal ae used ln the Past wlll
be used for 1901 Hletorlee. The one
exceptlon wlll be an optlonal ltem
relating to the Hlstory ol your Wng
Patch.

For poeslble guldance on how to
round up matedal, I am encloslng a
copy ol the Mlchlgan Wng'a
Supplement to CAP PamPhlet 5,
Hlstorlan'e Handbook.

Flemember, ln order to be
consldered lor the Wng Hlstorlan of
the Year Award, an acceptable Wng
Hletory must be aubmltted prlor to
the deadllne.

anyone wlth a tlmelY eubJect on

whlch they would like to make a
preBentatlon.

ORAL HISTORY PFOGRAM

Thanks to Loulsa's hard work, we are
maklng progroeB on the backlog and

keeplng current on the newer ones,
ln oidei to do so, ehe hae uPgraded
her computer syatem io lnclude a
page scbnner. Thle latter devlce, and
heiwllllngness to work, will also go a
long way ioward gettlng many of our
earller documents lnto comPuter
lormat for lndexlng and other
purpo8e8.

HISTORIC CAP AIRCRAFT
PROGRAM

One of thege alrcraft has been
located at the E<perlmental Alrcraft
Assoclatlon's MuEeum ln Oshkosh,
Wscondn, Attached ls an excellent
aillcle about lt and a photograPh ol
It on dlsplay. One thlng that the
aillcle does not say ls that thls
alrcraft wae flown ln CAP servlce ln
the Calllomla Wng. Among the pllots
who llew lt was avlatlon great, Beryl
Markham. For thoso who don'tNATIONAL BOARD MEETIT.IG

PEEPARAT!ON

August wlll eee another Natlonal
Board Meetlng and Hlstorlcal
Semlnar. Frankly, th6 latter presents
a real challenge. I live ln fear of
conductlng a semlnar whlch does not
contain what ls wanted. With thls
thought ln mlnd, youl ldeas as to
oonienl are earneslly eollohed,
Would abo appreclate h€aflng lrom



know about this lady I suggest her
biography tl,lest With the Nlght (North
Point Press, 1983) and Mary Lovell's
Straight On Tlll Momlng (St, Martln's
Press, 1984

Also found at the EAA Avlatlon
Museum were Luscombe NC 1025
and Stlnson NC 1020. Unbelievable
as it may seem, the Luscombe had
been llown by Mary Lovell when she
visited the United States from her
home ln England. How about that for
a tight loop?

lrom the World War ll era. He ssryed
at Coastal Patrol Base 17 at Suffolk
Alrport, Blverhead, Long lsland, New
York and later on Tow Target
Servlce, The patch ls lllustrated by
the attached copy. Please note that
It ls a blt dlstorted duo to the Patch
and unllorm havlng been cleaned.
lnterestlngly, the Tow Talget Tab
(Red Letters on a Whlte Arc) was
manufactured ae a paft of the
coniemporary CAP Natlonal Patch. I

don't recall seelng thle one before or
any referencee to lt.

PAUL HAHVEY PAY TRIBUTE TO
CAP

Syndlcated Badlo Commentator Paul
Harvey pald trlbute to CAP on hls
broadcast ol 90 NovEmber 1991. ln
hls usual dramatlc style, Harvey
rslated the Farr/Haggln eubmarlne
slnklng off of the New Jersey Coast
(see subsequent paragraph), I wlll
be happy to provlde a copy of the
tape whlch I made ln exchange for a
blank 60 mlnute cassetts laPe and a
sell addressed stamped padded en-
velope,

Thls broadcast was the reEult of an
lnltlal conlact wlth the HarveY
organlzatlon made by New York
Wng's Herb Saxe.

PUBLISH OR PERISH

Jolning Don Borton's Blbliography ls
Lee Ragan's Civll Alr Patrol Unlt
Patchee, Volume Two. Wth thlE
volume, Lee has classifled and
provided illustratlons lor over 480
Civil Air Patrol Unlt Patches. To say
thls has been a monumental
undertaking would be an
understatement, ao I won't, I wlll lust
say thanks for a lob well done from
all CAP Collectors, lncludlng the
rotlred oneo like me, Who knows,
maybe I'll get some tlme to get back
to my insignia collectlng which ls
what got me lnterested ln the flrst
place,

Lee ls always on the look out for the
unusual ln CAP lnslgnla, but even he
gete stumped. See the attached
'Civil Air Patrol Skeet Shootlng
Champlonship Patches - 1069 and
1970'and prqylde any lnformatlon
you can,

Speaklng of Unlt Patches, a new one
turned up the other day vla a
donatlon lrom Eleanor Wallln of her
deceased husband Harold's unllorm



FARR/HAGGI I.I S UBMARINE
SINKING

Durlno the cours€ of World War ll'
cAP illd clalm to the alnklng ol two

German Submarlnes' Oltlclal credlt
for theae slnklngs wao never awarded
bv the Naw. Conslderlng
lnier-serylc6 dvalry of the perlod, thls
ls not unusual. One of thesg was a

slnklng olf the New JerseY Coast ln

the summer ol 1942. The story ol thls

sinking and the alrcralt lnvolved ls

told ln the attached artlcle whlch
aooeared ln the December 1984
idsire ol the Ctui, Alr Patrol News'

What's new ls that there ls now
evldence whlch tends lo conflrm our
clalm. Thle ls covered bY the
attached copy ol an artlcle
appearlng ln the October 23, 1991

lssue of the New York Post.
Subeequent articles appeared in
several oiher newspapers.

New Jersey Wng Hlstorlan Greg
Weldenfeld ln cloee contact wlth
those lnvolved ln the exPloratlon
project ln an attempt to leam more
whi'ch wlll asslat ln the formal
recog nitlon of our clalm.

RELATED ITIATTERS

It ls my Bad duty to announce the
paseln-g ol a member of the Natlonal
Hlstorlcal Commlttee, Colonel
Gordon Thomas Welr, CAP. Colonel
Welr waa one of the CAP greats ae

covered by the attached Obltuary.

WANTED AND AVAII-ABLE
HISTORICAL MATERIAL

Wanted- By Les - Materlal lor thls
paragraph'and anYthlng else You
may have to offer.

DISTBIBUTION:
Membere NHC
Members NEC
Reglon Hlstorlans
Wng Hlstorlane
Selected lndivlduals
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CAPP 5

L5 Novernber 199]

HEAOQUARTERS , M ICH IGAN l./ING

CIVIL AIR PATROL

Unl ted Sta tes Alr Force AuxiIiarY
2525 H. Je fferson AVe.

Trenton, Mtchlgan 48181

MICII IGAN I'ING IIISTONY PROCEOUNES

( FOR UNITS BELOT HING HOQ. )

1. GENERAL. Thls procedure details the requlrements fo! standardization

of history lnformation that ls to be supplled by unlts below tlng' Thls

lnformatlon 1s placed ln the unl't hlstory sectton of the Mlchlgan t.Jlng

Annua] HlstorY.

The lnformatlon belng requested by Michlgan tJlng ls baslc lnformation

only and should be "ilttan 
1n general terms' The unlt ls responsible

for preparatlon of lts own ln-depth hlstory'

NoTE:onlytheUnttcandocUmentltsaccompllshmentsdurlngayea!'
NO ONE ELSE CANIIT

2. REQUIREMENTS.

A. IiING l1 IST0RY - The wtng hlstory contalns a summary of each unlt ln

the l,{ing. The inlormatlon required for thls section Is as follows:

1' Unit Name

2, Charte! Number

7, Unlt commander Name(s) and length of term ln offLce-'

t!. Cadet commander Name(s) and length of term ln offlce (Required

only j.f unlt 1s a cadet or Conposlte Squadron) '
5, Untt meetlng Iocatlon and tlme'
6. cnronologicil h1s!ory of untt happenlngs' ThIs ch!onology should

contaln a month-by-month/day-by-day breakdown of tmportant unlt

haPPenlngs. (Re fe ! to f19u!e l)

B. UNIT HIsToRY - For preParatlon of the unlt detalled hlstory'

foIIov{ the quldellnes as set forth ln CAPP 5' Prepa!atlon of the trlng

history !equlrement Is a good beglnntng lnto the full assembly of the

units_hls!orY.

,. SUSPENSE DATE.

The unit chronologlcal lnformatlon, as descrlbed ln Para' 2'A'' 1s due by

1 February. If there is any deIay, Please contact the MIwG/xR'

Unit detailed narratlve hlstorles can be kept at [1ng Headquarters and are

accepted at anYtime '

AII hlstorlcal Info!matlon must be sent to Mlchlgan l{lng Hdq'/xR'

4 . MARGINS . rop 1", Left 1", right 1", and bottom 1" '

5. ENF0RcEtIENT. These cperatlng lnstructlons wiII remaln In force until

rescinded or superseded. Additlons or correctlons to thls procedure

should be directed to Michigan t.llng Hdq'/xR'

FOR THE COMMANOER

X^-/,r.rr*/'lr-**+
sueAnn F'Gepoert, Marj6r, CAP

Michigan tling Histo!1an

Otstrlbutlon: I

1

1

1

1

ea.-Nat' Hdq. /xR

ea. -MIllG/CC
ea.-MIl'lG/A0
ea. -Unlb/cC
ea.-Unlt/xR
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CAPP 5

15 jlovenber 1991

HEADQUAI IEtS, MICIlICAN WING

CIVIL AiR PATROL

United St3les Ai! Force Auxiliaiy
2525 l,i. Jef ierson AYe,
T!enton, Michigan aS 181

l JANUABY - 31 OECEMBER 1991 HICHIGAN I.IING HISTORY

HAYS COLIP. SOON., 14009

COITIMANDEB: I Ll. KayL'/nn Philip, CAP

CAOET COMMANDEFI:

. MEETING LOCATIOI'UTIME: r2th and Walnur, Hays, Kansas

. Mondays, 1930 Hrs-

Januar/ i 383

4 Fegular meeting anenced by Wng Commander LI. Col. Christooher Fox to formaily

install the new unit ccmmander.

9 Level I otfered at squadron and a regular meeting.

14-15 Hays Squadron hosted a Kansas wing SLS at Fon Hays Siato Univ.

22 Commanders Catt ameirgea by Lt. Fhilip, Capt. V/inen, Ll. Elauer and Ll. Grub.

23 F,egular meetino.

Februa ry

13 Fegular unit rneetrng.

1 8 Lt. Fhilip anended oFLAN 1000 b.iefing.

20 Squadron stafl rieeting to set up (raining schedule.

27 Feoular unit meetrng.

March

11.12 DR Training erercise at Hutchinson, anended by Lt. Philip. Capl. !vuen?. Lt. Ffeifer,

and Capt. Fhilip.

t 3 Regular unit meering.

18 Lamar. CO SAF CAP anended by Capt. V/inen. Capt. wuenz and l-r. Luecke.

18 VJing Stafl meerrng and Communrcatrons Otlicers meetrng ar t"tcConnell AF8, KS

anended by Lt. Fhilip and Lt. Campbell.

27 Regular unit meelrng.

Figure t. SJrnple cl U,lrl lrlloflnJtror j lo. An,rual Wr.rg Hisiory



An American Ctassic, the Ryan SCW. Still one of the most beautilul and gracelul lightplanes ever built.

the saqa
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By Morton Lester (EAA 55178)
Trustee

EAA Air ifiuseum Foundation
P. O. Box 3747

Martinsuille, VA 24112
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NC17372 with threa aboard, the rear seat passenger

sitting side saddle. Note th€ wind'driven generator.

,TI
I m tuf wAS 192?. The world was basking in the

wake, fame and glory of Charles Lindbergh arld his mag-

nificent Ryan, the Spirit of St. Louis. Ryan Aircralt
had overnight become a household word. In the follow- 

-

ine vears, manv superb aircraft would be produced by

Ry-an A'eionattfi"ul'such as the widely acclaimed and

accepted Menasco pow-ered low wing, open cockpit ST

tSoort Trainer) of 1934.

During the following year of 1935' the fertile mind

of T. Cta-ude Byan, an-eirly aeronautical genius, who

todav at the aei of 78 continues to work on oew aviatioo
concepts as th'e head of the Ryson Corporation, began

to conceive of a revolutionary luxurious cabin aircralt'
The ship was io be of alt metal consEuction with thick
n"rr" iieid alclad duralumin skin for structural in'
iecrlw. T-he roomy three plac,e interior was t! have plush

fiie jrain leathei upholstery with deep mohair carpets

1O FEBRUANY 1976

and adiustable seats The cabin would be soundproofed,

heeted and ventilated with individual ducts.

Mr. Rvan envisioned a long double tapered wing

with pmnounced dihedral and a radical washout in in'
cidence of some six degrees in a uniform change from

roo! to wing tip. lts aeionautical stability would b-e un'

iurp".t"a. 
-By'applying the European formula.of that

dav- such a ship would be termed a -touring arrcran '
fvti. Ryan chosi to designate his new design the S'C

for "Sport Cabin".
B;1936. blueDrints were pouring from the dralting

"ooml 
the wood mock'up was taking shape, and work

was iaoidlv besun on the extensive tooling and dles'

'Ihe ladter'pariof that yesr saw the beginning ot the

prototype with the Civil Aeronautics Administratron rs'

l,,i.,r'the exDerimental registration number NX173?2'

il;hil i;;;;'d;;i;;"ta this rew concePt to be the

dtt-a'
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200 series, thereby making the prototype ship serial

number 201.
In tvoical Rvan fashion, NK t?372 was indeed a

breach'from the standard conformity and type of air'
craft of thai era which was considered the norm' How'

ever, it was distinctively .{merican with its gleaming

aluminum skin polished to the gloss of pure silver. The

ship was a sensition, and it was far io advance for its
time.

The trailing edge of the 3?' 6" wing created an in'
verted gull eff;ct ts it neatly flared into the fus€lage.

The pleasins lines of the fir.ll monocoque fuselage were

accented by-a streamlined sliding cabin hatch' which

incidentally could be opened in flight, and also-by- the

horizontal stabilizer which was ooticeably raised above

the fuselage. A perforatrd belly flap or dive brake was

located be[ween the two beautifully faired landiog gears

and tear drop wheel pants. [t indeed had a compact and

aggressive 
"ipe".an.i 

that looked and was fast and rug'

ced.- ln early 193? the Serial No. 201 was mated to a 150

hp Menasco inline and was designated SCM under ATC

6b1. Following an extensive test program, the decision:

was made to remove the Menasco and install a Warner
Super-scarab Radial of 145 hp. Serial No. 201 (proto'

type) was then redesignated SCW under ATC 658 in
October 1937.

The NX was dropped and the prototype, Serial- No.

201. then became NC l?3?2. The ship exceeded all de-

sisn oerformance criteria and was promptly put on a
ciiculi of the USA to be shown and demonstrated at all
mqior aviation gatherings and air meets. Ryan tnnedi'
ateiy began ordiang paits for an initial production run
of 2-5 SCW aircralt. But just as production was begun'

large, urgent military orders for their popular ST Train'-

"" 
ifT -r5 and PI-20) were received and production of

the SCW was terminated after a run of only twelve air'
craft.

Another SCW recognition f€ature is the perforated

belly flap. Without it the plane f loats like crazy in ground

effe;t on landing. The Vs in the fabric covered- portion

ol th6 wing pantls are zippered inspection flaps...
more common in European lightplanes ot pre war era' 

,

NC l?3?2 rvas sold in Merico in 1938 and received

lhe )Iexica.rl registration of XA-CUT. The aircraft per'

formed nobly. Its logs indicate many trips back and

forth across Mexico and down into Central and South

America. The ship acquired many distinctions, one of
which has become quite ootable as a result of today's

women's liberation movement. The first woman to be'

come certified and licensed as an aviatress by the Meri'
can Deoartment of Aeronautics was taught to fly in -
you guessed it - NC 1?3?2. Of course. I hasten to add

that her instructor was a man.

In 1943. with the world at war and gasoline severely

rationed - 
priorities took precedent. Sport flying be-

came one of the many victims of that horrible era' and

NC 1?3?2 dropped out of sight and disappeared into
oblivion.

All of us have favorite airplanes that just simply
appeal to us, or ones that bring back a bit of nostalgia. I

' was a small boy when the SCW's were built, but how dis'
tinctively I recall gathering all the available pictures of
that handsome ship. Many of these pictures were pains'

takingly cut from mag.azines and newspapers, and rvere

among my most p.ized possessions.

Tbi years have rapidly passed and my love of avia'

tion hai grown, with antique aircraft being closest Lo

mv heart. Mv Darticipation in EAA led to my serving as

or'esident of tire Noith Carolina, South Carolina and

Virginia Antique Air?lane Foundation which is desig'

natld as EAA'Chapter 395. In 1972 I was appointed.to

the Board of EAA Air Museum which is localed in Hales

Comers, Wisconsin, a suburb of Milwaukee.
It was during one of the Museum Board meeiings in

February of 1973 that I happened to be sitting next to
SPORT AVIATION 11



Bill Hodges. who served as assistaot curator of the Uu'
seum aod !vho. incidentally, is u Ryan buff .tnd presi'

dent ot the National Ryan Club, During one of the breaks.

rve rvere discussing lhe various Ryan aircraft. rvhen I

related my fi]scinatron lor the SCW. Bill irdvised" For

""..s 
,uu hu"" lll rvondered rvharever beccme of the pro'

ionoe SC\V. NC t;3?2." Bill rvent on to erplein that
duiing recenr )'ears, various Ryan Club members had

reported hearing [unrors ol the existence of the proto-

tvpe still in \lexico.
That evening alter dinner, Bill pulled a map from

his {lle and pointed to an area and said, ".\lthough the

rumors are iragmented, they all appear to originate in

the area ol Torreon, Coahuila, Mexico." He tl'ent on to
state, "Why don't )'ou take this information on Serial
No. 201 thal I have compiled aod see rvhat 1ou can do

with it."
On the night back home, I poured over the material

until I had i'irtually memorized every detail. Upon

reaching l{artinsvill;, I placed a call !o a friend and

fellow E-.L\ member in Laredo' Texas, who rvas emPloyed

at the Laredo .{ir Force Base as an [..\. Danny Martinez

is indeed a gentleman, and incidentally, one rvho-speaks

fluent Spaiish. We discussed the prototype SCW for

some time end Danny agreed to go into }lexico and pur'

sue the matter on my behalf, assurlng me that he would

Dut forth his very bcst efforts.' The following week I received a collect phone call

from Mexico lt-was Danny' excitedly sdvising that he

had located the ship rvhere it had been Placed in siorage

in 1943 and had been successful in negotiating an op'

tion to purchase. As a director of Virginia National Bank

of )Iariinsville, I knew that lhe International Depart'

ment of VNB had the capabilities of wiring the cash- di'
rectlv to Dannv in Mexiio. Within four hours Dan had

receivnd the money, closed the deal, execured the neces-

sarv oocuments, ieased a trailer. carefully and pain'

sta[inrlv loaded the ship, and was on Lhe way back to

Texas 
-*iere it was received by two equally enthusiastic

lellow EA*A, members, lYarren Hall of Burlington, North

Carolina and Oliver "Buster" Holmes of Durham' North

Carolina. The ship was then transferred to two trucks

for the trip to ics new home, Virginia.

E

*
d
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SCW production line. Visible are about hall the total

SCWS built.

s
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The SC fuselage was buill in units which wers later

mated - quittan advanced technique for lightplanes

in the 1930s.

RYa,N
AER.ONAUTTCAL qO.

The orototvoe SC as originally fitt€d with an inlins

r.,r"nj."o enoine. This aircralt and the Stinson gull'

winos have-the most distinctive and easily recog-

nii"Bi" *ins planlorms ol any Americah civil aircraft'

ihi scw ',iai a favorite of inovie producErs durlng

World War ll lor use as a "Japanese tighte/" due to

its vague resemblance to the Nakaiima Claud6'

Th€ SCW spar'

12 FESRUARY ]976
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1.45 
rvord traveled as to the protot-'-pe being brought

back to this country, Ryan enlhusirrsts throughout the
nation began to orer their cssistcnce irnd encourage-
ment. Among those were Ililes Clrrl'ton. I.A. of Whitset,

North Carolina, Bill WaBne., secretar!,'tressurer ol the

Rvan Aeronuutical Librar-v in San Diego, Culifornia,
Dan Bumette of the Sun Diego Aero'Space ]Iuseum of

California, Everette Cassagneres, Ryan Aircroft His'
torian of Cheshire, Connecticut, Bob Taylor of the An'

tioue.\irplane Association, Ottumrva, lowa, Gar lVil'
liams, a director of the EAA Antique-Classic Division.

Naperville, tllinois, Paul Poberezny, president of EAA.

Haies Corners, lVisconsin. John Underrvood, aviation
author of Glendale, California, and even Mr' Ryan him-

self, who during an EAA International Convention at

Oshkosh, Wisconsin, gave me a rich insiSht into the de'

sign background and objectives of the SC.
-Thus 

began a reconstruction Process which was to
run for twt and one hatf years. Under the articulate
mechanical brilliance of my cousin, C. lV. (Pete) Cov'

in6on, )iC l.?372 agoin began to regain its original
magnificence as conceived in the mind of its designer

of 40 years past. Pete applied his very sPecial talent of

"super craftsman", and the prototype Ryan SC is once

again a glistening streamline beauty.
On Sunday, November 16, 1.975, Serial No. 201 flew

for the lirst time in almost 32 years. I could not have teen
more pleased with the ship's performance and stability.
We flew it many times that day and fourd it necessary

to make orJy three small adjustments in the airframe.
As the sun began io set, one could never lind two more
prcud people than Pete Covington and mysellas we com'

iortably sped along over the beautiful couotryside of
southern Virginia with the lovely Blue Ridge }Ioun'
tains in the distance. lve watched the fields and lorests
disappear beneath our silver tapered wings, and knew
that in our own way we had made a small contribution
to the preservation of our aeronautical heritage which
has become such a vital part of our culture.

Last night, while looking through an old scrapbook

and magazines that were so meticulously kept as a young

lad, I came across a Ryan SC brochure, As my eyes poured

over the t)?e, I became aware that its pages had yel-

lowed with age, but I found that I could not agree more
with its title which is as true today as it was of almost
40 years ago. "RYAN S-C . . . IVORLD'S FINEST METAL
CABIN PLANE FOR THE PRIVATE OWNER."

Uniquo hinged radial cowling for the Warnet engine.
The beautifully laired lixed landing gear caused so
litllo drag in the SCW'S speed range that a retractable
gear would hardly have been worth the extra weight
and complexity.

SC wing structure. ll was fabric covered alt of the all'
metal O-section.

The author, Morton LEsler, has restored NC17372 to
lhis exact conliguration ,. . and condition,

Eoll out of the prototype Flyan SC powered by a 150

hp l/enasco. This inline engine was later replaced by
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a 145 hp Warner radial.
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