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EDITORIAL RAMBLINGS

IF I HAR ANY SENSE AT ALL I WOULD STEER AWAY FROM THE SUBJECTS OF
THESE RAMBLINGS. HOWEVER, THE NEED TO GET A FEW THINGS OUT INTO
THE OPEN 1IN THE HOPE OF SMOOTHING A FEW FEATHERS NECESSITATES
THAT I IGNORE EVEN WHAT LITTLE COMMON SENSE I HAVE. 350 HERE WE
GO.

AN OFTEN ASKED QUESTION IS WHAT DOES A CAP HISTORIAN DO. FROM A
TECHNICAL POINT OF VIEW THIS IS ADEQUATELY COVERED IN APPROPRIATE
CAP PUBLICATIONS, HENCE IT WILL NOT BE DISCUSSED HERE. FROM A
PRACTICAL POINT OF VIEW.THE HISTORIAN WORKS. THIS IS NO DIFFERENT
FROM ANY OTHER JOB WITHIN CAP. THE DIFFERENCE IS THAT A
HISTORIAN'S OUTPUT IS PRIMARILY PRODUCED BY PERSONAL EFFORT AND
AS SUCH RECEIVES VERY LITTLE UNDERSTANDING AS TO WHAT IS REALLY
INVOLVED. THE GLAMOUR OF THE SEARCH IS NOT INVOLVED, NOR IS THE
EGO ENHANCEMENT OF LEADING CADETS AND/OR TEACHING IN AN AEROSPACE
EDUCATION ENVIRONMENT. WHAT THEN DOES A HISTORIAN HAVE TO FALL
BACK ON OTHER THAN THE PERSONAL SATISFACTION OF A JOB WELL DONEY
I SUBMIT THAT THE PRINCIPLE FALL BACK POINT Is DUTY. YES, THE
WELL WORN PART OF "DuTY, HONOR AND COUNTRY." IT IS A HISTORIAN'S
DUTY TO PRESERVE THE HISTORY OF WHICHEVER ORGANIZATION IS BEING
SERVED. YES FELLOW HISTORIANS, IT IS WORK, BUT IT IS ALSO A DUTY.

THERE HAS BEEN MUCH CONTROVERSY REGARDING CHANGES IN THE CAP
UNIFORM. SO WHAT'S NEW? THE UNIFORM IS AN EVOLUTIONARY GARMENT.
CERTAINLY IT IS A SOURCE OF PRIDE. ON THE OTHER HAND, ALL ONE HAS
TO DO IS RECALL HIS ANCIENT HISTORY AND IT IS REALIZED THAT FIRST
AND FOREMOST IT IS AN ITEM WHICH WAS ORIGINALLY DEVELOPED AS A
MEANS . OF TIDENTIFICATION. WHEN THE AIR FORCE BECAME A SEPARATE
SERVICE 1IT DEVELOPED A UNIFORM WHICH WAS INTENDED TO "IDENTIFY"
IT AS JUST THAT. THIS DEVELOPMENT WAS ACCOMPANIED BY MUCH
{CONTROVERSY AND KNASHING OF TEETH. IN MANY CASES IT WAS QUITE
©ISTURBING TO THOSE WHO WERE ACCUSTOMED TO THE OLD ARMY'S "PINKS
AND GREENS." EVIDENCE OF THIS CAN BE FOUND IN A STUDY OF THE
DOCUMENTS OF THE PERIOD. AMONG THESE WAS THE ATTACHED TONGUE:* IN
EHEEK "PROJECTED UNDRESS USAF UNIFORM." w
CAP” STARTED WITH THE OLD ARMY UNIFORM COMPLETE WITH DISTINCTIVE
RED EPAULETS. OUR EVOLUTIONARY CYCLE HAS BEEN SUCH AS THAT ONCE
AGAIN WE WEAR THE UNIFORM OF OUR PARENT SERVICE WITH A DIFFERENT
SHADE OF RED EPAULETS. THE BOTTOM LINE IS THAT ONCE AGAIN WE HAVE
SPECIAL IDENTITY. ALL OF THE REASONS FOR THE CHANGES ARE BEYOND
THE SCOPE OF THE HISTORIAN AND AS SUCH LIE IN THE PROVINCE OF OUR
COMMAND STRUCTURE. FROM MY PERSONAL VIEWPOINT, I THINK WE NEED TO
FEEL GRATEFUL FOR THE LEADERSHIP SHOW BY THE NEC IN RESOLVING:
WHAT I HAVE HEARD WAS A VERY DIFFICULT SITUATION.

LES



ABQUT THE COVER

FOR THE NON SMOKING MAJORITY AND YOUNGER READERS, THE OLD
ADVERTISEMENT SLOGAN FOR CAMEL CIGARETTES WAS "T'D WALK A MILE
FOR A "CAMEL." LEE'S COVER THIS MONTH IS A TONGUE IN CHEEK
- UPDATED VERSION OF THAT EXPRESSION. IT IS OFFERED AS A TRIBUTE TO
THE WILLINGNESS, AND YES EAGERNESS, OF THOSE MANY UNIFORMED
SERVICES FRIENDS OF OURS WHO ONCE AGAIN FIND THEMSELVES IN A
POSITION TO DEFEND WHAT WE AMERICANS HOLD SO DEAR.

-

LOST PEOPLE DEPARTMENT

FOR THE MOST PART, HISTORIANS AT THE REGION AND WING LEVEL HAVE
BEEN: IDENTIFIED. HENCE, THIS IS THE LAST TIME THIS HEADING wrLt
BE ‘USED. HOWEVER, ONE REQUEST IS IN ORDER. IF YOU RECEIVE THIS
PUBLICATION AND ARE NOT IN THE POSITION SHOWN ON THE ADDRERS
LABEL, PLEASE ADVISE THE EDITOR. MUCH OF WHAT IS INCLUDED HERETHN,
IS INTENDED FOR THOSE PERSONS WHO ACTIVELY PERFORM AN ASSIGNMENT
AS A CAP HISTORIAN. .

AVIATION HISTORY .
ATTACHED ARE THE AIR FORCE MUSEUM CALENDARS FOR THE MONTHS OF;
OCTOBER, NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER. AS USUAL THERE ARE MANY

INTERESTING EVENTS WHICH OCCURRED DURING THE PERIOD.

ON THE CAP SIDE, THE MAGIC DATE IS 1 DECEMBER. ON THAT DATE WE
WILL BE A RIPE OLD 49. REMEMBER, IT IS NOT TOO EARLY TO START
PLANNING FOR THE BIG "FIVE OH." HISTORIANS ARE REMINDED TO LET
THEIR COMMANDERS KNOW THAT THEY STAND IN READINESS TO HANDLE
WHATEVER EVENTS ARE PLANNED LOCALLY.

RECENTLY HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO PROVIDE THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS PEOPLE
AT HEADQUARTERS WITH SIGNIFICANT DATES IN OUR HISTORY FOR
INCLUSTON IN NEXT YEARS CALENDARS. AMONG THOSE PROVIDED WERE THE
BEGINNING DATES FOR ALL WORLD WAR II ACTIVE DuTYy MISSIONS. LOOK
FOR THEM ON NEXT YEAR'S CAP CALENDAR.

rad

HYSTERICAL SEMINAR ‘
AS IN THE PAST, THE SEMINAR WAS WELL ATTENDED. FROM A PERSONAL
POINT OF VIEW I FOUND IT VERY REWARDING. I THINK THE HIGHLIGHT
WAS THE EASY EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON HISTORY PREPARATION. By THE
WAY, A RECORD HIGH OF 35 REGIONS AND/OR WINGS SUBMITTED HISTORIES
FOR THE YEAR OF 1989. OF SPECIAL NOTE IS THE FACT THAT ALL WINGS
OF THE MIDDLE EAST REGION SUBMITTED HISTORIES WITH ALL OF THEM
BEING SATISFACTORY AND FOUR OF THEM BEING SUPERIOR.

CoPIES OF CAP PAMPHLET 5, HanDpBQOK FOR CAP HISTORIANS, WERE
DISTRIBUTED TO ALL IN ATTENDANCE AND: LATER MAILED TO ALL
COMMITTEE MEMBERS. SUBSEQUENTLY THE HANDBOOK EAS GIVEN NORMAL
DISTRIBUTION FROM HEADQUARTERS. IF YOU DID NOT RECEIVE A COPY OR




NEED ADDITIONAL ONES THEY ARE AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE 1IN THE
NORMAL MANNER FROM THE BOOKSTORE.

IN CONNECTION WITH LINEAGE DOCUMENT PREPARATION, THE @QUESTION
AROSE REGARDING THE 2 DISTRIBUTION OF CHARTERS FOR NEWLY
ESTABLISHED UNITS. FOLLOW UP WITH STEVE HOLT AT NATIONAL
HEADQUARTERS REVEALS THAT ALL CHARTERS ISSUED IN RESPONSE TO
FORMS 27 ARE TRANSMITTED TO WINGS FOR SUBSEQUENT PRESENTATION.
HISTORIANS ARE ADVISED TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS LOCALLY TO GET COPIES
AND/OR ADVISE ON BOTH NEWLY CHARTERED AND DEACTIVATED UNITS.

RELATED MATTERS

LIKE ALL MILITARY ORGANIZATIONS THE AIR FORCE HAS ITS OWN SLANG,
THE ATTACHED EXTRACT FROM THE AIR FORCE MAGAZINE IS INTENDED TO
EDUCATE?, MORE LIKE AMUSE, THOSE READERS WHO ARE. NOT FAMILIAR
WITH THE "CHICKENHAWK" ETC.

UNRELATED MATTERS

THE ATTACHED PHOTOGRAPH OF THE EDITOR IN HIS NATURAL HABITAT IS

SUBMITTED FOR THOSE WHO SUFFER THE LONG DELAYS IN RESPONSE TO
THEIR CORRESPONDENCE. BELIEVE ME, YOUR LETTER IS SOMEPLACE IN THE
STACK I'M HIDING BEHIND. IF NOT, IT'S IN AN EVEN BIGGER STACK ON
THE FLOOR AT MY FEET. A WORD OF CAUTION TO THE SENSITIVE, DON'T
TAKE A MAGNIFYING GLASS TO THE SIGN ON THE END OF THE COMPUTER
STAND.

AS FOR THE OTHER GENERAL CLUTTER ON THE CEILING AND WALL, I GIVE
A GOOD HOME TO ALL BEER STEINS. HAVE EVEN BEEN KNOWN TO BUY THEM.
SO DEAR READER, IF YOU HAVE ANY OLD BEER STEINS KICKING AROUND
THAT NEED A GOOD HOME, PLEASE LET ME KNOW.

ARCHIVING

IT HAS BEEN A LONG TIME SINCE I HAVE USED THIS PARAGRAPH HEADING.
TﬁIS IS BECAUSE NOT MUCH HAS BEEN DONE ON THE ARCHIVING PROJECT
FOR THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS. THE POINT HAS BEEN REACHED THAT IT
HAS COME TO THE TOP OF THE LIST. ACCORDINGLY A RECENT FLURRY :HAS
\CCURRED. THE RESULTS ARE LISTED ON THE ATTACHED CURRENT - ENPUT
EPORT (ITEMS 120 - 205). THIS WILL BE ACTUALLY PLACED IN THE
AFHRC AS SOON AS I HAVE THE CHANCE TO TRANSPORT THEM. ALSO
ATTACHED IS A LIST OF WHAT IS ALREADY THERE (ITEMs 001 - 1189).

AS AN AID TO THOSE WHO MAY WANT TO USE ANY OF ITeEmMs 001 - 119, 1
CAN MAKE COPIES AVAILABLE ON A 30 DAY LOAN BASIS. THEY ARE COPIES
OF THE ORIGINALS WHICH WERE MADE AT A TIME WHEN I HAD THE
RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO MAKE COPIES OF ALL ITEMS PLACED 1IN THE

AFHRC. IF YOU HAVE A SPECIAL NEED FOR ANY OF THESE, PLEASE

CONTACT ME.



BY THE WAY, THE AFHRC FILE NUMBER IS BASED ON THE CIVIL AIR
PATROL DOCUMENT INDEXING MANUAL.

INDEXING

ATTACHED IS A COPY OF THE INDEX FOR THE 1946 ISSUES OF THE CAP
BULLETINS. -

MANTED AND AVATILABLE HISTORICAL INFORMATION

WANTED: BY CAROL AND LES: THE VERY BEST WISHES FOR THE HOLEIPAY
SEASON AND FOR A MOST PROSPEROUS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR FOR ALL OF
THEIR -FRIENDS IN CAP. 4

DISTRIBUTION:

MEMBERS NHC

MEMBERS NEC

REGION HISTORIANS

WING HISTORIANS
SELECTED INDIVIDUALSD



With the recent controversy between the Air Force and Civil Air Patrol over

the uniform in mind, let us take a look back to yesteryear (as us historians
often do), and fondly remember the dawning:of :the:new.USAF :blue uniform:of:the
late 1940's. As you can see, history does have a habit of repeating itself....
sort of! This is especially true of those individuals and organizations who

do not take the time, nop have the common sense to learn from histony and avoid
those mistakes made in the past:

This cartoon is re-printed from THE FOOTLOCKER, which is the journal of the
Association of American Military Uniform Collectors. The cartoon was drawn
by Major (later Col) Harold B, Simpson, USAF and is dated 11/1/49. Colonel
Simpson retired from the Air Force in 1963 after 24 years in the cavalry and
and Army Air Corps and finally the U.S. Air Force., later he was professor of
history and Director of the Confederate Research Center at Hill College in
Hillsboro, Texas,

-esl, Bimpson ‘PROJECTED UNDRESS USAF UNIFORM
died in 1989,
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Most airplanes have at least two hames
—the official one and the one given by

the troops.

B T P N T R AL S e M)

What They Really Called

Them

By.lefiroy P. Rhodes, Aérohautics:Edit_or ;

A fter at least four rounds of sug-
gestions and reviews over eight
years, the Rockwell B-1 bomber
was officially nicknamed “Lancer”
this spring. That may catch on as an
everyday ﬂight-line--;reference, or it
may not. The airmen who fly and fix
airplanes have a long history of de-
ciding for themselves what they wull
call their machines.

In the list that follows, by no
means complete (enther in terms of
aircraft that have had unofficial
nicknames or as a complete list fora
gweq aircraft), some aircraft will be

seen’ E) have several “real” (ﬂxght-‘

line) nitknames, some affectionate,

. others derogatory. In some cases,
the disrespectful appellations are
_the work of rivals who fly some .

other airplane. In other instances,
the tough-sounding name was
awarded with fondness and used
with considerable pride. Still others
were given because the airplane was
regarded as a “dog.”

Aircraft are listed by the date of
first flight of the prototype (or spe-

cific model), except for such planes

as the C-47, which moved over from
the commercial world. The dates for

those reflect when they Jomed the

military. (Another exception: The
SR-71.date is first takeoff of the
SR-71—not the A-12—from the
Lockheed Skunk Works.)

‘ l"!"lustratio'hs by Bbprétévéns

“ o}
(an ol Flm Filqht) Oiﬁcitl Nlckﬂlmc

E usmForchtmy

Curtlu JN-4 (1914)

Boeling P-26 (1932)-

Douglag‘ G-4;7 (1835)

North American AT-8
(T-6) (1938)

None

None = °

‘ Skytrain

Texan

Real Nickname(s) -

Jonny ’
Canuck (Canadlan-

built varsion) Lo

o

Paashootar

Goonoy Blrd

Placid Ploddor '

Dowager Duchess

Old Methuselah

Grand Old Lady
(names also
applied to DC-3, |
C-53, and C-117)

Awful Terrible Six
Mosquito (Korean
War)
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(Year of Firat Flight) Official Nickname Real Nickname(s)
_ North American B-25 Mitchell Billy's Bomber
= (1939)
Beech C-45 (1940) Expeditor Bug Smasher
Martin B-26 (1940) Marauder Widow-Maker
Flying Prostitute (it
had no visible
means of support)
i Baltimore Whore
Vultee BT-13 (1940) Valiant Vibrator
P Bee Tee
*
North American P-51 Mustang 'Stang
(1941), Peter-Dash-Flash
R Spam Can
Republit'P-47:(1941)  Thunderbolt Jug
B T-Bolt
Ryan PT-22 (1941). Recruit Maytag Messer- .
. ‘ : schmitt (Also a gen-
eric reference to L-
series [Liaison]
» aircraft)
Cessna UC-78(1942) Bobcat Bamboo Bomber
o Rhapsody in Glue
San Joaquin
Beaufighter
Useless 78
Double-Breasted Cub
Douglas A-26 (1942) Invader Li'l Racer
L'l Hummer Aircraft
(Year of First Flight)  Official Nickname Real Nickname(s)
Sikorsky R-4 (1942) ‘Hoverfly Flying Eggbeater )
Frustrated Palm Tree Lockheed C-121 Constellation Connie
(1950) Flying Speed Brake
Consolidated C-109 Liberator Cee-One-Oh-Boom
(1943) (several of these Republic F-84F (1950) Thunderstreak Super Hog
cargo B-24s Lead Sled
exploded while Ground-Loving
ferrying fuel over Whore
the Hump to China)
Boeing B-52 (1952) Stratofortress BUFF (Big Ugly Fat
Curtiss XP-55 (1943) Ascender Ass-Ender (its Feller—polite form)
‘ canards and rear- Monkeyknocker
mounted engine (Vietnam)
made it appear to Coconutknocker
be flying backward) (Vietnam)
Fairchild C-87 (1844) Packet Crowd Killer Vertol CH-21 (1952)  Workhorse Flying Banana
Douglas A-1 (1845) Skyraider Spad: - o _Convair F-102 (1853) _ - ‘Béita Dagger Deuce
n ‘ Sandy (A-1H only $hs e E e el
: e T & -Canberra Cranberry
Convair B-36 (1946) Peacemaker Aluminum Overcast . . L e _
L ST Magnesium Overcast | . North Amaric r Sabre Hun L
il i ST L (19688) L = Dot e Silver Dollar !
Republic F-84 (1946) Thunderjet Hog - .o 7 e A Ot e . %
Lead Sled Cessna T-37 (1954) . Tweet World's Largest Dog
Lieutenant-Eater ? Whistle_
Converter (converts
Fairchild C-119 (1847)  Flying Boxcar Dollar Nineteen fuel into noise)
- Crowd Killer Hummer
: " Tweety Bird
Lockheed T-33 (1948)  Shooting Star T-Bird ;
Lockheed C-130 Hercules Herky Bird
Northrop F-89 (1948) Scorpion FOD Vacuum (1954) Herk -
' (because of its low Hog (ski-equipped
intakes) LC-130s are Ski-
Stanley Steamer Hogs)
(because of its : :
; oversized main Lockheed F:104 :* Starfighter Missile with a Man
o landing gear) (1954) in it
Douglas C-124 (1949)  Globemaster Il Aluminum Overcast McDonnell F-101 Voodoo One-Oh-Wonder
. Old Shaky (1954) T
North American Sabre Sabre Dog Convair TF-102 (1955)  Delta Dagger Tub (from bulged
F-86D (1849) . cockplt) -
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Aircrah Aircraft
(Year of First Flight)  Officlal Nickname Real Nickname(s) (Year of First Flight)  Official Nickname Real Nickname(s)
i ‘
‘ Lockheed U-2 (1955) None Dragon Lady Hughes OH-6 (1963) Cayuse Loach (from original
Deuce - LOH [Light
e Black Bird “Bbservation
| Angel Helicopter]
d . designation)
Republic F-105 (1955) Thunderchief Thud Egg
Lead Sled
Thunderthud Lockheed C-141 StarlL.ifter StarLizard (from its
Squash Bomber (if all (1963) camoutlage paint
else fails, turn off scheme) ‘
the engine and T-Tailed Mountain
squash the target) Magnet
Triple Threat (it had .
i three ways it could Cessna T-41 (1964) Mescalero Chickenhawk
i kill the pilot) (military 172 F-172
| Ultra Hog Skyhawk)
| Iron Butterfly : .
i ) Douglas AC-47 (1964) Skytrain Puff the Magic
{ Bell UH-1 (1956) Iroquois Huey (some versions s Drakgon
! - were called “Slick" Dpoo y
| R or "Hog") ragon (anq
; Dragonship)
1
i : Boeing KC-135 (1956)  Stratotanker Stratobladder General Dynamics None Aardvark
] -+ Flying Gas Station F-111 (1964) Flying Edsel
i Tank Widow-Maker
i GLOB (Ground- Switchblade
il Loving Oid Bastard) Swinger
i
i Convair B-58 (1956) Hustler Delta Queen Lockheed SR-71 None Blackbird
kit (1964) Habu (an Okinawan
I Convair F-106 (1956) Delta Dart Six species of snake)
i Sixshooter (with gun Lead Sled
i pod attached)
il Sikorsky CH-54 (1964)  Tarhe Skycrane
il Cessna U-3 (1957) None Blue Canoe Crane
Kaman HH-43 (1958) Huskie Flying S—thouse Bell AH-1 (1965) Huey Cobra Snake
McDonnell Douglas Phantom Il Double Ugly LTV A-7 (1965) Corsair Il SLUF (Short Little
F-4 (1958) Rhino Ugly Feller—polite
Old Smokey form)
Man-Eater
Northrop T-38 (1959) Talon White Rocket
Northrop M2-F2/M2- None Flying Bathtub
Boeing CH-47 (1961) Chinook S~thook F3 (1966/1970) Cadillac (from its
Hook 1950s-style tail fins)
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