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S u b j e c t :  L e t t e r s  t o  C o n g r e s s

Al l  Uni t  Commanders

I .  D e s p i t e  d i r e c t i v e s  a n d  f r e q u e n t  b u l l e t i n  i t e m s
on  the  sub jec t  o f  f o l l ow ing  channe ls  i n  co .mmun ic~ t ions  on  CAP
mat te rs ,  some o ffice rs  ~ud  members  have  taken  i t  upon  themse lves
t o  w r i t e  l e t t e r s  i n  t h e i r  c a p a c i t y  a s  C A P  p e r s o n n e l  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t
o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  M e m b e r s  o f  C o n g r e s s ,  O f fi c e r s  o f  t h e  A r m e d
F o r c e s ,  a n d  F e d e r a l  O f fi c i a l s  w i t h  v ~ r i o u s  p l a n s  a n d  p r o p o s a l s .

2 .  H o w e v e r  w e l l  i n t e n t i o n e d  s u c h  c o m ~ u i c a t i o n s  m a y  b e ,
t h e y  a r e  o u t  o f  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  : ' a l e s  o f  m i l i t a r y  c o u r t e s y  a n d
d i s c i p l i n e  ~ h i c h  m u s t  b e  f o l l o w e d  I n  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  a  m i l i t a r y
t y p e  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s u c h  a s  t h e  P a t r o l .  T h e  r i g h t  t o  p e t i t i o n
I s  i n h e r e n t  i n  a l l  c i t i z e n s .  W e  d o  n o t  p r e s u m e  t o  d i r e c t  w h a t
a  member  may  wr i te  to  h i s  Congressman as  a  p r i va te  i nd i v idua l .
B u t  a n y t h i n g  h e  m a y  w r i t e  o r  s a y  e i t h e r  i n  l e t t e r s  o r  i n  p u b l i c
s t a t e m e n t s ,  i n  h i s  c a p a c i t y  a s  a  P a t r o l  m e m b e r  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e
r u l e s  w h i c h  g o v e r n  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  d e f e n s e  p e r s o n n e l  i n  w a r t i m e .

3 .  CAP Un i t  Commanders  a re  expec ted  to  be  in  touch  w i th
S ta te  o r  Reg iona l  rep resen ta t i ves  o f  t he  A rmed  Forces  and  Federa l
A g e n c i e s  w h e n  n e c e s s a r y.  T h e y  a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r
n o r m a l  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  Wa s h i n g t o n  o n  s u c h  m a t t e r s  a s  p r i o r i t i e s ,
a i r p o r t  i m p r o v e m e n t s ,  a n d  o t h e r  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  w h i c h  a i r m e n  i n  t h e
S t a t e s  c u m t o m a r i l y  d e a l .  B u t  o ~  m a t t e r s  c o n c e r n i n g  C A P p o l i c y,  a l l
commun ica t ions  f rom Wings  to  be  taken  up  w i th  Wash ing ton  agenc ies
mus t  be  rou ted  th rough  CAP headquar te rs .
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