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The following is the transcript of an oral history dnterview recorded on

magnetic tape. Since only minor emendations have been made, the reader

should consistently bear in wind that he is reading a transcript of the

gpoken rather than the written word. Additionally, no attempt to confirm

the historical accuracy of the statements has been made. As a result, the
ts

transcript reflects the interviewee's personal recollections of s situation

as he remembered it at the time of the interview.

Editorial notes and sdditions made by CAP historisns are enclosed in
brackets. If feaslble, first names, ranks, or titles are also provided.
Any additions, deletions and changes subsequently made to the transcript by
the interviewee are not indicated. Researchers may wish to listen to the

fictual intervisw tape prior to clting the transcript.



KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS:

-

That I, , have this day participated

in an oral-magnetic-taped interview w

covering my best recollections of eve and experiences which may be of

historical significance to the Civil Air Patrol.

I understand that the tape(s) and the transcribed manuscript resulting

therefrom will be accessioned into the Civil Air Patvol's Historial Holdings.
In the best interest of the Civil Air Patrol, I do hereby voluntarily give,
transfer, convey, and assign all right, title, and interest in the memoirs

and remembrances contained in the aforementioned magnetic tapes and manuscript

to the Civil Air Patrol, to have and to hold the same forever, hereby r

quishing for myself, my executors, administrators, heirs, and assigns all

ownership, right , title, and interest therein to the donee expressly on the

condition of strict observance of the following restrictions:

..., DONOR

P

7
Actebted on behalf of the Civil Air Patrol bv{ %E
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Dated
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ILLs

CAP HISTORICAL QUESTIONNA

SUBJECT

A. HName:

Ry
B. Address: /.2 /-0, y

o

C. Telephone Humber:

D. Current CAP Status:

WWII CAP ACTIVE DUTY ASSIGNMENT(S)

A. Type:

NOTE: Check type of active duty performed.

B. ILocation:

Courier Service ( ), Tow Target ( }, Other ( ), (s

Coastal Patrol jﬁi, Southern Frontier Liaison Patrol (A
pecify)

C. Period of time:

D. Age at time of service:

E. General description of duties: /.7 -~ , LA
REGARDING LOCATION
As  Designation: i I ke /g r’s
i . /. ZF
B. Where located: Soad A )
7
¢. Number of aircraft: 5 5
o 2 ol . ‘-”f.
D: Number of pérsonnel: T
o o breld g sy W ;
E:. Housing facilities: A - e
I/’J
< ,"’.2 1
/



SUMMARY OF CONTENTS

1

Helm’s active CAF  duty included both Coastal Fatrol and
PBorder Patrol flvying.

Bringing a limping plane in for a beach landing and pulling

¥
out of a spin in the fog make for fascinating reading.
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GUIDE TO COMTENTS

Helms goes to St Simons Island GA

CAP pilots and planes

Two close calls

Coastal Patrol duty

Living conditions, %t Simons Is. and Marta, Texas

Startin Western Skvways and a kudo for Cap
£



CAP ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW

Mumber WHNHC 1&6.083.21
Taped Interview wiln: Ernest Helms
Date of Interview: 2 August 1¥83
Location: Fortiand, Gregon
Conducted by: Capt. Hellenmerie Walker, CAP
Caplt. Frank 5. Mrers, CAF
Wi Ernes Helms, wial  wWas  your vacatlion or Pprotession

before. ..

H: I was in the avietion business in Reading, Fennsylvania.
id why did you firast join the Civil Alr FPatraol?

2d & CAP operaticn sebl up just prior (o the war, Bna
iow I got involwved. Then when Lthe war took place we
closed up the whole thing in  thait pari of the country, bthe
same as they did on he west coast. I tried Lo get into the
Ferry Command and at thal particular Lime bthey were taking
only kigh time pilobs. 1 didn’t guite gualify for ity B0,
! fi Lo do, I ot involved with the

for the want u{ somethl
Coastal Fatro and  was sent down Lo S5t. Simon's  lsland,

GCercrgia.

Falrol have a number - 9, 10, 1i, 127

il 3
W: Did

a number, but I don'it recall.

E
aa
b4
o
o
e
(25
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<
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Wr How long were you at 3t. Simon’s island?

2t ths Dase approximately threse to fouwr weeks

He 1 arrived a =

sfter it opensd and 1 was there unlil the early part ot 1943,
when the Base was claosaed. I was Execubtive Officer at e
time of the close and I was elaected tu stay on to liguidate

the Base, which I did.
Wi What were vour specific duties there? Were you a pilot?

and then later WEE

H: I arrived az a pilolt abt  the Da
grmmmt@d to Exnecutive Dfficer ligison with the Commanding

o
Gfficer - and was still an active pilaol, of Ccourse, doing

patrol duty the same as anybody elsa.

gavipment did you use oy observe being used?

fascinated Ly btrne wake-do, the can-do, that
ancE and englneering peopls did tor  these

¥ 2 oaa o oy DU 5 » i
wind of plane Jdid you have?

H: I had & Fairchild 24 -t thouak T £ 1 Vo ;
- ad & Fairchild 24, although I didan’t Fly Lthat airplans




Ve y muich. I Flew esvery

<
4 to, &5

ang that VEENES GOown Lhere,
everyihing 1 was assigned ¥

BlBE. I your
aniher to 41

3
&
did everybody
B T, B e Fe =till assigned to
Glypiane wasg duwn; AR o wwiaE mUlad (,ﬁ\m;:ai‘j;sh:% ]

I vou were gualidised in thal asirplane.

-

Vou asked the type of alrplanes thalt were flown. i think
the major types of alvplanes were Stinson Voyagers, Failrchild
F‘e»

kY4
L47m, YaNE, Staggerwiy horatt, and Waco alircrati.
Thoss were the U § that were flying down on our

W: Did the type of aircrafl have anylhing to do with the

Wi These were all privately ocwned alrcraftt that were, gquote,
put in the pot, you might say. Ard if oyou were gualiftied to
Fly these certain ones, then you could be assigned - to that
plane?

H: That's correch. You've got tw realize bthat thers were a
lot of pileots at those bases thal didn't own any airplane.
ARirplanes were donated,; yiod mignt call 1t. When
they were puit on whoever owned the airplane got paid

s0 muchk an  hour far Lhe use of that airplane. I couldn’t
guite sa., Dot maybe 9C percent of the pilots did ot Dwn

alrplanes bubt they would ve signed to an alrplane that they
were gualifiesd to f1lvy. Duwners wouwld normally +F1y  their own
airplane, unless their plane w down for maintenance, Then
they would be assigned to snocther one that they would e
gualified to 1.

W: I have hesrd guite a bkit aboul the age and physical
abilitices of the cersonnel at these bases, both pilot and
ground. I kuow the wmajority of thewm did not get into active

>
BEFVICE., Carn you rewmember any of these pecoplae?

Hy Mo, T don't remember specifically. I do know that if they
licensed and gusalified to 1y the alrplane, they were

ware
allowed to go or patrol, which obviously wouldn't be the case
as far as the service was concerned. L.ikke my own example: 1
%si&ﬂ to get in the Ferry Command, but  bescause I, wore
glasses; due to visual acuity, even thowagh I was & commercial
@ilmt; they wouldn™t accept me. Later on Lhey did, byt in
the beginning they wouldn't even recognize me.

W: How about ithe eguipment on the planes, things like the

bhmb sighis and the bomb racks? I keep hearing Lales. G

you tell us Somne MOreé. ..

[ i i S B 5y fo B H RS B

Hi The bombk racks Lhenselves were, to my understanding, the

same type that were zing used by the Navy and by the Air
™ L

Force. They were modilied as far as tLhe hanging device would



be concerned on wur type of alrcrati, but the racks were not
specificaly made for Lthe CAF. Ive got io admibt they were a
little primitive ag far as the installation was concerned,

but they did the job.

Wi Well, I have the ulmost adwiration for the engineering and

ground crews that keplt vou going.
Hi No guestion about it.

W: As & pilot werse vou involved in any ﬂfuid&“ H, any unususl

H: I was involved in ho accidents, and involved 1 two
5 I events. Ore I had weas on pailrol in my wwn airplane.
tartwd h@ating up badly and of course I headad
P vy o and radiced back and said we were
L= tr&ut}@* ?ze engines really started o get extremely
kowe would make the shore. It almost
sounds like a fairliy tale, bul we were just able to make the
gach at the time they quil completely. It was that close!
The airplane was opb the beach and we had to move 1t on up.
We moved it up bevond the tide line and lefi it set. Thay
had to take the engine oul of the airplane and overhaul it.
It had actually burned ocut a bearing. That was the resson
for 1t heating up in flight, and by the time I got to shore,
ng was Frozen. That was the ane close one.

The cther cloze one that I had ;which was extremely bad,
was when we went out on patrol and got caught in what Lhey
call a sea ftog. A Bverybody knaws, Lthe instruments that we
had in those airplanes at Lhat Uime wetse just about as good
as nothingd plus  the +act that wmost of us didn’t even have
any instrumant rating. We knew whatl they were for, bBut
that's all we Bongie So, I got caught in this sea fog and
tried to climb oul through the top of it. The airplans went
inte & spin - swaething I have never really told anybody

£ e

about - and whowiag, Ly being an cxparienced pilot, whan
yeuire in a spin you gebl vour nose Jdown for PEIOVED Y. el 4y
that tales alot of guls on anybody's part, to stick your nose
daown in a fog when you know the occean is right below you. i
probably wasn't any  wor than about five or eight bundred
€@ﬁ€§ maybe a Lthousand feel at most above the water., So,

C':é?;xiz‘l’; I cowld
dhderneath &
gl into 1t sgsin. Up

$3ak.

sobted the walewr and went right back

&
r

that the spin was conpleted, I pulled ocut
b
and down, you couldn'it siop it that

=l 4w the fug sgein I just ided I was going
e of climb climbing, whatever it was. I did

faper sente Ia lastrument filving at that time and

I neticed was the turn  and bank was GClean off
eft it in thal position and Just kKept bthe
at about 1000 feet, we

4
ot
f

o w Y £ pin e i pa e D s b 3
cf climb climbing. Evantd




PP

got o top of the overcast arid x Was sbtill Lurning,
corkscrewing up.

That is ore time we wecre strictly on radio sllence. e
W Hawvy and wnder a code situaticn, bul L broke

e gebtting sow On fuel and had Lo

radic &
come § ¥ af course bthe Commanding
Qffice Lhiing ug Ut MS. They gave us a

irnders and we went down through
of guits Lo do. OF course we

Lime, and we were only about
got underneath it and just had to

ib. That was Lhe closesl, getiing

[
i

mile
rh oaround an
ko the spin.

.t
=

=
e

My obhserver, whd was my regular cbserver at the time, Was
f the King family of Atlanta, Georgla. He

named Rufus Hing o
got inducted into the service after Lhe Base closed and he
I .

gaot killed over in 1wo Tima.
W2 How far out over the ocesn did you F1y7

be some place in the neighborhood
L 7 it only 13 or 20 miles. e
ook us 100 to 125 wmiles out

g gy L

of about IO
had onge big invas

to sea, which

H: The average patrol would
C i i

L

W: Which ong was thal

t: Ok, I think Yern Hickman told you that e  thought 1t was

& e W 1
the invasion fleet going to Africa, but I couldn’t answer

lid
s
[}
(aal
.

W* And what was the CAF s role in Liva

igned territory. The

H: It  was trolling through
Garnlina Bass wisuild watoh the ing  down to  Savannah,

started et SHavannah. We ' d take

v lle Florida. The Grou @t
¥

: aup and take them froam  there.

4 Geprgia and ouw
them down to

dacksonville

That was the hat we bad.

H: I Lee. And where did you go from St. Simon’s Island?

went to El FPaso, Texas and was
i vasn transferred =T i

Gi

Wi fmd that was ths Lisison Patrol, the burder patrol?

P8 Pl - 3 3 A — & . . b e , 7
Wi Were et i in Ay incidenks s WS L avents
t?it.# 2‘;’?‘




We Did vou ever get cver to FMexico?
Hi For relaxatioco.
= vially by the besicans? Therse were

Wr Woere you treated

never any particul feelings?

Wr What were living coanditicons like at both places where you

e I oreall, don't recall anyihing froam E1 Fasw, but at Marta
we were stationed in Lbechelor oflicers guarters at  Fort
Fuszell. Living conditions were good.

We And at 2L, Simar's Iszland?

H: At St. Siumocn’s Iszland we lived in the city. Kimd of right
adjoecent to the Maval station. |

We How saaszs vour food this type of thing? Did vou pa tor
# 3 rd
vour food and lodgings, or how was this arranged?

H: At 5t. Timon's Island, it ovou stayed at Lthe tent city,
I'11 wall it L did ot cost you anything. I+ you were
lucky, wou = viad at bhe King and FPrince Hotel +or &2 while.
Some of the o o

#
ficers did, and that of course was oult ot our
Surn pocketsz. We had to pay for that.

Wi What did vou do far receeation?

Hi The normal Bings at  Bt. Simon’s Island. Brunswick,
Ceorgia, which was the nearect gity, waes slrictly & smail

i
tdien tdp, about 10 miles away. We had theaters, Just normal
gereation

Wi And in Maria? At Ft. Russell did you go over into Mexiso
2
S

& anyy guobte, recreation? Were you allowed to7
H§ Oy weny, we were allowed Lo g0 Lo Mexico, which we did,
Elrictly for someibing different,

31 Were vouw ever involved in courier service abt all?

1in

3 - ¥ T W 4 g g i i
What aboul tow Larget work?

tye ¢ U T, Bl yspsuen ws 8
Hi Owr base did none of thaet,




at did vou do nhen you finished your e Lherg at

Mar fa, Texas, Lhal was the end ot the CAPF
Vern  Hickman and I

ive duly wsas
to Fortland, Oregin. He hnad meade contact
active dubty with Jack R. loore, his Commanding
= guing L start @ aviation
d Vern Hickman to come out

G e 30 e -
[N E Y 2 ¥ o

Portland and wanta

@ englnevr g and maloatesance section for the

cpusitioned me to come oul and take over
Eoth of us agreed to do it.

and and fuge Mr . HMowre star i whabl is now
AR S - which fturaned oul to oe ane of the
baze ceporaticns in Lthe United Stales.

yowr davoelvement wibth Civil Alr Patrol since

Bu bnvoilved in the aviation
Western Skryways Lthat v hiad no

1
=
Fas
-
z
i
W
]
ot

Hi: I hove none,

business and the

time for anvthing else.

di ovouw have any sugyesticons for people or
i i included in oui© hiislory of Civil Ailr

“ foo e p— v w oy -
events that should i

Lo make une staltemenit. CAF 1s nmore

H: I reall L L

than just Iying litille airplanes. The Coastal

Patrol exp e prove to Ltne U,5. government that

civilian p car band tougsther in a shori period of Lime
£

wome good. IL was ud great worth te the
for the benefil of everyoody. wWe brad no
e cant ezt at that Lime, and in realily,

shipping we would have had, in addition
U had nob had those ciwvilian pilots

iv, the CAF program

rountry.

protection
wihio knows
to what we

Banded togstb

o

i

Wi Mr. Velms, I Ulhank you very much. Wa'll get togsther
I give you the transcript and see if g CEn

MEMSDry DaAme o5 & .



