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Wing and Group Commanders:

FOREST PATROL-- Conferencss were neld this week between CAP headquarters staff and
representatives of Federal agencies interested in the protection of forest areas.
Considerable interest was expressed in the potential service of the Patrol. Al-
ready some of the units have made plans for ccoperation with State forestry depart-
ments and some have undertsken special training and assembly of equipment.

In any missions which may be taken along these lines, it is plaemmed that the
Patrol will work closely with State authorities as well as with Federal agencies -
such as the Forest Service and the National Park Service. During the war, it is
fearsd that sabotage efforts in the timber areas may become a problem in the dry
seasons. Mejor fires, if not at once checked, call for the temporary mobilization of
large numbers of men whose work on other wartime duties would be interrupted.

Within the forest areas are power plants, pipe lines, and other strategic facil-
ities which must be protected against fire. By ccnstant vigilance from the air in *
the danger areas, fires may be detected at once. Ground forces can be summoned or
men and supplies can be dropped by parachute for prompt action before the fires
have a chance to take hold.

UNIFORMS--Tt is realized that CAP units are anxious to get a clear-cut answer as
to uniforms so they can turn out in smart military array for drills and exercises.
The major problem has been the blouses which are the most expensive item. Now
that warm weather is coming on, bluses will not be important since the units will
line up in shirts and can wear leather Jackets when they go aloft. The items auth-
orized in GM-9, Feb.l3, and GM-18, April 3, call for khaki shirts with shoulder
straps and khaki “rousers. The members can wear regulation Army garments listed
in these directives, with CAP rather then Army insignia, buttons, and braid so
that CAP members cannot be mistaken for Army officers,

DISASTER ®RELIEF--When the recent cyclone struck Lacon, I1l., the Civil Air Patrol
immediately volunteered its services. The Illinois Wing called the American Le-
gion, Red Cross, and Physicians Exchange offering to fly medical persommnel and
supplies to the scene of the disaster. Entrances to the city were blocked by debris
so that quick aid was a job for airmen. Fortunately the main sireet was not dam-
agsd sc that sources of first aid, such as drug stores and doctors' offices were
functioning. Put a2 supply of sulfanilamide and sutures was needed and the Patrol
rusked it through.

According to a yveport from Harold S. Land, Executive Officer of the Wing,
plans are being made tc keep Red Cross supplies on hand to drop by parachute in
gvert of another disaster in Central Illinois,

The Georgia Wing also has set tp a disaster relief squad, according to Com-
nmander Winship Nunnally. It will be composed of two general surgeons, one or-
thopedic surgeon, and one physician together with a number of trained nurses. The
nurses are being given special training and are selected for thelr fitness to treat
burng, shock, and the kind of wounds which result from bombing. They are being
trained to give blood transfusions,
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of the committee and campaigned for months through the N A A Newsletter for the
formation of state Civil Air Defens> units which gave many areas a head start in
mobilizing wnits later merged with the CAP. Tisut. Hoyt has recently prepared a
directive for the guidance of CAP unit Intelligence Officers.




