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RESZTRICTED

OFFICL OF CIVILIAN DEFLNSE
Washinton, D, C,

CIVIL AIR PATROL

OPERATIONS MEMORANDUM) NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
NO, 21) WASHINGTON, JANUARY 18, 1943

ATRCRAFT ACCIDENT CAUSED BY FiILURE TO CHECK FUEL

1, The following is a quotation from a memorandum issued recently by
Headquarters of the Army Air Forces:

"l, An accident in which an airplane was destroyed and the entire
crew of three men was killed, occurred recently under the following
circumstances:

A ferry crew was ordered to an air depot to obtain a B=24=D
airplane and fly it to home station, Before turning the air-
plane over, the depot personnel serviced it with 1100 gallons

of gasoline and flew it on a test flight for 80 minutes, The
ferry pilot, prior to take off for home at dusk, obtaincd an
instrument clearancc for an estimated flight of 2} hours and

made entry on the clearance form that he had sufficient fuel for
10 hours flying, He neglected, however, to check to insure that
the airplane had been refueled, and departcd from the depot before
the operations ground crew could perform that service, He ar-
‘rived over his home sbation at about 300 feet altitude and as

he came in, the field boundary lights were lighted and the con-
trol tower cleered hin as No, 1 to land, Instcad of landing, how=-
cver, he continued his flight over the field and immediatcly
thereafter ran out of gasoline, crashing about six miles beyond,
Before it crashed, the airplane had becn flown the approximate
length of time allowcl by fuel consumption data,

"2, During the coursc of the investigation, evidence was introduccd

to show that the pilot was in an undue hurry to rcturn home to attend

a dance, This undoubtedly contributed to his ncglcet to make a check
of his fucl, both at the time of his departurc, and upon approaching
his home station, This carclessness cost the pilot his 1lifc and coused
the death of his two crew membors,"

2, All unit commanders arc hercby dirceted to rcquire all flying

pcrsonnel of their commands to rcad this memorandum,
/

By dircetion of llational Copmander JOHNSONy

HARRY H, BIF¥
Coloncl, Air Corps
Opcrations Officer
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