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August 1983

Editorial: "As you ramble through thru life , whatever be your goal, keep your eye
upon the donut, and not upon the hole." Very good proverb if your chasing donuts.
For our purposes though, it has an even more important message. Namely, keep an eye
on what we're chasing rather than some siginificant portion of it. Specifically
we're chasing historical facts for the purpose of recording and documenting CAP's
early history. We need to keep our "eye upon the donut" is just another way of saying
that it's time for us, as a committee, to set some finite goals. All of us at one
time or another have been exposed to goals either from our respective corporate mazes
or CAP Staff Training. Therefore, I don't propose to go into a long dissertation

on the subject of goal setting. It suffices to say that they must be meaningful and
attainable.

Time has been allocated for a goal setting session during our meeting in Las Vegas.
Please give some advance thought to what type we want to set for ourselves. Let's
be as specific as possible as regards to timing of accomplishment, defining our
direction, setting our priorities and the like. Collectively we have come a long way
in the past couple of years via our current method of dedicated assistance to each
other. It is not my proposal to change this in the least, nor do we want to over
structure ourselves, but it is imperative that we provide ourselves with a better
defined sense of direction via goal setting.

Les
THE COVER

Thanks to Lee again we have a new cover for our Newsletter. As is obvious, Lee is a
very fine artist and we are indeed fortunate to have him as a committee member in this

. regard let alone his expertise in the collecting field. You'll get a sample of Lee's

expertise as a collector at our seminar. I have just had the opportunity to read

an advance copy of his paper, "The Collecting of Civil Air Patrol Insignia and Uniforms
As A Means of Preserving C.A.P. History." 1It's excellent as I'm sure his presentation
will be. -

WELCOME BILL MADSEN

Lt. Col. William B. Madsen has graciously consented to become a member of our committee.
Bill as you may recall was CAP Member of the Year in 1981, thus giving testimonial to
his overall dedication to C.A.P. This dedication runs the gamut from his service as
Colorado Operations Officer for the 2nd Air Force Courier Service during World War II
to date. As a member of the Colorado Aviation Hall of Fame and President’ of jthe
Colorado Aviation Historical Society. Bill's "civilian" employment is an a Public
affairs specialist in the Media Division of the Air Force Academy's Directorate of
Public Affairs. Bill comes to us with much expertise and demonstrated willingness

to work. He will be with us in Las Vegas so let's make certain we give him a warm
welcome.

ORAL HISTORY PROGRAM

After a year of false starts and trial and error, it is hoped to have the final product
of our first oral history interview at our Las Vegas meeting. Additionally available
(I hope) will be the more or less final version of a proposed program. Included will
be both the CAP Oral History Program as ocurrently visualized and a self study course
designed to train "volunteer" interviewers. .Plans include that after review by the
committee the program and training package will be submitted to he training people in
order to receive the benefit of their expertise in training matters.

-
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We currently have twelve interviews in various states of completion. Currently the
limiting factor in the program is the transcription from tape to paper. Here we
need to develop a group of volunteer typists to work with interviewers to produce the
final product. Any volunteers?

RECORDS ACCUMULATION

Perhaps this segment should more appropriately be called the great paper chase. The
personal papers of Earle Johnson have been located at the Western Reserve Historical
Society Library. Recently received was a comprehensive twelve page inventory of the
‘papers. Most noteworthy was the inclusion of a listing of Colonel Johnson's
reference files. These included many of the documents we are missing.as relates to
early operations, training and communication. Have made an appeal for microfilm copy
of the collection in view of the incompatability of Western Reserve's 30¢ per page
copy rate and our non-existent fund for the purchase of such items.

For a brief period of time we had Harry Blee's papers located. Based on information
provided by Mrs. Blee via Colonel Blee's former secretary they had been donated to
Stanford University. Unfortunately, correspondence with Stanford produced negative
results in that they had no record of the material.

Microfilm copies of the records of Lt. Gen. Frederick Smith are enroute to us. The
hard copies are stored at the Albert F. Simpson Historical Research Center (AFSHRC)

at Maxwell. Once screened via microfilm an inventory will be produced -and made avail-
able to all. ) :

Preliminary inquiries have failed to produce the location of the paper of Gill -Robb
Wilson. Most recent information is a 1975 address for his widow. Can anyone provide
anything more definite? -’

Joint effort by Louisa and Len has produced a very interesting listing of material
contained in “policy files" for the early 1940's. This looks like a good starting
point to define additional areas of records accumulation needing emphasis.

Included herein is a very interesting Magazine Bibliography. It was provided by
Hellenmerie Walker, the Oregon Wing Historian.and should prove to be a valuable
source of information. Additionally, her list of Congressional Record and government
publications will be included in our overall catalogue of information sources. By
the way, Hellenmerie will be a guest speaker at our forthcoming seminar. Her subject
~will be the Historical Program From a Wing Point of View. In view of her activities
and experience in Oregon her presentation should be very interesting.

RECENT ACQUISITIONS

Of singular importance is the receipt of the final installment of Bob Neprud's re-
search material utilized in the preparation of Flying Minute Men. This is truly a
historical bonanza as can be seen by examination of the attached inventory of material
received. Anyone needing copies of selected items in connection with his special re-
search can obtain samé by requesting from Les. One item (of many) of special signifi-
cance. is the attached chapter by chapter comments by Colonel Blee. They're “included as
a means of illustrating the enormous breadth of understanding of our Wartime Operations
Officer. A long overlooked genius of our early history, Colonel Blee's contributions
to our very basic foundations deserves much more recognition than has been.afforded
him. Based on Bob's recent 70% assurance level as pertains to his attendance at our \y
Seminar, I think we can all look forward to an enlightening and stimulating experience.
For those, who like myself haven't kept up with his' exploits since the writing of the
"Bible" (F.M.M.) attached is a short autobiography which I solicited in connection with
pending news releases. ' i SR ' ’ ' o




WHO SAYS WE DIDN'T DROP BOMBS?

Very rare picture of an actual bomb drop on a submarine is included this month. Not
really, true story is that it was a precautionary drop by Observer, Flight Officer,
Wes Bailer at Flagler Beach, Base 5 on November 3, 1942. It appears that during the
take off roll of the heavily laden WACO NC14622 on Flagler's rough runway, Pilot Dave
Booher had a landing gear buckle at what was later determined to be an old partial
break. Rather than land with a full load of gas and a bomb, Lieutenant Booher circled
the field to burn off his load of gas and flew over the ocean to drop his bomb. This
gave the base photographer, World War I.veteran, Robert P. Hammons time to get air-
-borne and get his picture at the precise time of the drop. On landing the aircraft
was completely washed out with Pilot Booher and Observer Bailer receiving only minor
injuries. (NOTE: Apologies are in order for picture quality as they are from a copy
negative made of a very small picture on rough paper which were printed by a very
amateur photographer "me").

NATIONAL BOARD MEETINGS

Louisa's eagle eye scores again! This time in the agenda for the seminar. At the top
of the copy sent with the last Newsletter, I listed the meeting time as being from 1300-
1500 hours with four hours of material to be covered being listed. All crude jokes
regarding containers and their contents aside, the seminar will be conducted between
1300-1700 hours. By way of alabi let me explain that my initial military training
came from the Marine Corps. I bring this up to illustrate my problem with the follow-
ing time statements

Civilian: 1PM

Army: 1300 hours
Air Force: 19003
USMC: Big hand on 12

Little hand on 1

Les
August 1983
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INDEX OF MATERIAL RECEIVED FROM ROBERT E. NEPRUD; WAS USED IN PREPARATION OF
' "FLYING MINUTE MEN". ' '

VOLUME I
A. CAP GENERAL

- Speech of Hon. Hatton W. Summers of Texas re CAP
. CAP At Your Service - Article by Lt. Col. Earle L. Johnson
AIR FORCE - Sept 1943

. CAP - Auxillary of the AAF - in PLANE NEWS May 15, 1946

Notes regarding CAP - from CAP, Wash. D.C. 1/23/43

Orientation Facts - 2pp ;

Volunteer Spirit - syndicated column by Major Al Williams l10/22/42

The Civil Air Patrol - Notes from ONI WEEKLY - Vol. 1, No.28

From syndicated WASHINGTON MERRY-GO-ROUND - 3/11/43 -

Civil Air Patrol in World War II - Shortened version of History written

by R. E. Neprud for Army Times - 24 August 1946 (booklet)

10.  Propwash - A collection of anecdotes and odd facts.

11. office of War Information, Advance News release for Friday Morning
papers,-June 25,1943,

12. "The Barracuda Bucket" Vol. 1, Nr 2, May 1944, Florida Wing Newspaper

13. Script used for CAP Broadcast on Saturday, December 4, 1943 at 1345
over WSRR Stanford, Conn.

14. Book review of "Flying Minute Men" carried by Hearst Newspapers ,
Pittsburgh Sun Telegraph, February 21, 1948. ‘

15. Advertisement for "Flying Minute Men" appearing in the New York Times

Book Review, February 1, 1948

16. Civil Air Patrol ~ America's private pilots are mobilized for war -
; Author Unknown - LIFE - April 27, 1942 (see photograph Item 1)
17." Robert Neprud Chronicling History of CAP in Wartime - Author’ Unknown,
NASSAU (NY) Daily Review-Star-8/6/46 ’ .
18. Chapter by Chapter comments by Colonel Blee
19. Notice for CAP party in Philadelphia
20. CAP FLYER - Official Publication of North Carolina Wing - Civil Air
Patrol as follows ,
A. December 1943, Volume 2, Number 5
B. February 1944, Volume 2, Number 6
C. September 1944, Volume 2, Number 10
D. December 1944, Volume 3, Number 1
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VOLUME II

B.

NoOUd WN e
.

COASTAL PATROL

1.
2.
3A.
3B.
3C.
3D.
4a.
4B.
4c.
5.
6.

1a.
1B.
2A.

2B.

2C.

2D..

Beginnings - Note from MASON Interview

CP #1 - Atlantic Clty, Notes from FAR Interv1ew

Rehoboth Fact Sheet and Correspondence from Hugh R. Sharp Jr.
Rehoboth - Holger Hofriis

Rehoboth - Cpt Everett M. Smith
Rehoboth - "bits"
Beaumont - George Haddaway & "Three Point"

Beaumont - Larry J. Fisher
Coastal Patrol Ballad

CP Base #13 (Sarxasota, Fla.) - from Frederick C. Crowell

PLANE TALK article, May 1944 -"Our Sunday Planes” By Capt. Art Keil

of CP Base #3, Lantana, Fla.. . : :

History of CAP Coastal Patrol Base #5 Flagler Beach, Fla.

“Joe Submarine Hunter"- The story of Grand Isle Patrol Base (#9) Activity
CAP Coastal Patrols - a list of CAP CP Bases

INLAND ACTIVITIES:'

Nevada Wing - Unknown author

Nevada Wing - Ltr from R. J. Miller

Courier Sexvice - Bill Madsen

Courier Service - Unidentified (probably Bill Madsen)

Courier Service — Mrs. Ruth E. Diviley

Courier Service - War Bond Rally Program Cover

Courier  Service - Lt. Rex Howell

Courier Sexvice - Lt. Rex Howell with Lt. Curtis V. Hart

Southern Liaison Patrol - from Jack Moore

Southern Liaison Patrol - Questions and Answers

Southern Liaison Patrol - Border Sentinels

Tracking - Notes from article, "Tracking With CAP"™ - 1lst Lt. John C.
McGee (in June 1944 AIR TRAILS)

Am Air Arm for Forestry - Pamphlet by-S. L. Frost - Reprinted from
AMERICAN FORESTS Feb 1945.

PHOTOGRAPHS

- Envelope containing 10 5 X 7s from LIFE spread
. Bob Neprud portrait (1947).
. .Neprud with Zack Mosley on Albany, Ga., rooftop
CAP aircraft on SLP mission
- 3 photos of Florida Wing CAP training activities :
- 2 8 X 10s plus 3 smaller pix -~ pPresumably from Atlantlc City
.- Starr Nelson by plane

Revised July 1983
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A III. THE 48 STA

T COASTAL PATROL EXPANDS
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CHAPTER BY CHAPTER COMYENTS BY COLONEL BLEE

I_. Ah;-RICA IN DANGER

a. Tanker fleet and also merchant vessels.
b. Shipping was not only stopped; harbors were choked with 1t

c. No. 3 Base first at Vést Palm Beach, Nbrrlson Fleldr-later-*-’

to Lantana.

City followed close behind. .. P

‘e, Wlere not only picked up in llfeboats and rafts...but on

. cn- . scattered wreckage and in life-preservers..g
'7-f;'work in actlvatlon dates of bases :

S several years.- : ; 5 :
. c. The civilian fllers were not actually 1nfonned ofsthe;Board
, decision.  The an-ouncement that the CAP prqgram:was &p prov
' came through OCD Hgq.. W1thout explanatlon of. the inner. woﬂc
-1ngs that led up to it..

QAP alrcLaft fleW'mllltary personnel in observatlon.of
.camouflage tests .and installations...also’ flew observatio
-on smoke screen. tests for amphibious" tralnlng--also,for{

blackouts. ..In amphlblous tralnlng adguncts, p110uslwer
¥ from Wings but on official mission. i
_b. Work in training schedules and directives. i

;f¢aﬁ;.out1ined before Pearl Harbor.' Col, Blee motegsoft 21 :
- directives between January and A pril. ’ rainigg

:.Went only as. far ‘west of Dougdas, Arizona. . Permission:

-obtained but not ‘carried through because Army,discontlnued

... SLP when need’:diminished. s SRR o B

*, " b. Cppssings-of border: by foreign aircraft at hl hvspeed and

..+ high altltude...forelgn agents, -smuggled - currenCJ'”"
c¢. CAP organized ranchers into spottlng ‘service, - ¢

- de SLg starteg 31 July 1942 but'operatlons dldn't begin until

ORI, ct 194 ;-

d. The first patrdluwas flown on 5 Marcn at Rehobeth...Atlantlc

" ‘.\‘I S '\ :




2 - £it in hest. Separate chapter would interrupt narratrve*"'

b é.'uald Blee. Courier.helpful but. cauldn't mathh Coastal

. CHAPTZR BY CiAPTER CGIMENTS BY COLONZL BLIW

VI. I'CADETS & RECRUITING

- a., Possibly can combine early developments of Cadet program
with story of recruiting drive carried on for the ifrmy
.nlr ® orcese.
b. Tarly Cadet activity falrlj ninor; fed rlght 1nto
Recru1 ting when increased in scone._ ,

VII. INTO TBE AAF

Qe AccordlnD to Hoyt, the shift to the AAF dld not result
in more military m*s31ons by CAP. - In fact, the change
in status may have given rise to fewer fllghts die to
the fact that the CAP, which had been the king-pin in
the OCD set~up, was dwarfed alongside of many major s

’ AAF projects. L - F AN e e e .

VIII. BﬁSn BUILDERS

a. P0551b1y can be scattered throughout mmerever it will

flow. .
b. The "field in a day" story should be used but played
'~ down and modified with comment that usable strip was
“finished in day...could hardly have ccmpleted whole
* base in sudh short time.

- IX. COU'RIE.'R

" Patrol. "It wes never given a really free rein. ..
b, Operations of CAP were left to the discretion of AAF
: Commanders, not all of whom had clear understanding ot
capabllltles of civilian flyers. :
" c¢. Courier Service used extensively by‘lst Air Force on
- - Bast Coastz and 2nd Air Force. Later the 4th had ex-
- tensive courier 0perat10ns. C
d Get tabulation of cowrier operations amount of matqula
earried, hours flown. :

‘e. Flights of these types.'sub-depot 2nd AF and Miscellaneous.fff5

x. @emrﬁxsm TO/-TARGET AND TRACKING

a. No flying done by women on tow-target and Boastal Patrol -
. b Demaras on AAF became so great that the AF called on
CAP to melieve them of job of towing for anti-aircraf t,
radar, and searchlight batteries...for ground forces.
The AAF, meantime, used own ton.nD facilities for work
-wikth" bomber and fighter crews in geriesl gunnery.
c¢. Special metal screen in radar-tgpe tow—target.

' - ) -’\"‘
. Xy
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CHAPTER BY CEAPTER AIGLES ADDED

'XI. CRASH-SPOTTERS

-’/ " a. CAP pilots were locals who knew every inch of terraln
knew how it looked at every season of the year. Flying
at a slow speed, he could see everything. In contrast,

> Army pilots flying fast plane and not acquainted with
country couldn't spot t00'well. - He didn®t know what
... to look for.
"b. Many times CAP pilots found planexx that had never been‘
. located while hunting new crashes. :
¢. Nevada Mounted Patrol effected many rescues in Slerra
- Nevadas. In early operations, animals used to bring.
- back ‘bodies did much damage...later the trained pack-
horses were equipped with special stretchers. g
. .G. Wonderful collabkoration between ground and air. ' -
" e. Nevada members had hunted all over area and used their
- . trained horses to help.: SR, 2 B
'\f.»Flne photos taken of ops.‘ﬁ*”

= XII ""'mom:_cmsms : b SRR
| <%VL' a. Not only spotted fires but led to arrest of numerous |

v - - firebugs...sometimes carrled on full-scale manhunts. - .
. b. Patrollng done by men who knew c0untry and what to look -
o fore” e g . : o R 3 &

-’/ XIII. IN THE WAKE OF DISASTER _ -
| . a. USe varlety of human 1nterest.stories.-” ::' - S0, e
b Tell link with Red Cross, CAP was v1rtuallj thelrialr arm

B2 XI\T. JOM:‘I‘T IN THE SKY . o -f £ o

’  €?£ a. Give full account of 1mportant part women played Mboth
o ~in alr and on ground. K \ .

VY.’ LATBR DAYS

8. Contlnued Cadet tralning, shift to Ft. Noruh end of: .
. war and early months of peace...inc1dents along way <54

'7

AVII PROPWASH i = 1
a. Hhmorous and out- fof—theaway functions. Can be brisk”
~ and breezy. Bx. "The 30~ Part Dog" ete. About the duck
o . ; - cowboys 1n Callfornia.
XVII, CAP LOOKES AHEAD o g g me
- a. Is a seml-milltarj patriotic organlzatlon.

b Bring status up to date and highllght future plans,vo:_f'

e e s Bt Ly Slaiad
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SOME WORDS ABOUT MYSELF - BOB NEPRUD

Back in early 1945 when I was assigned to the Air
Borce's book-writing group known as the Personnel Narratives
Division, I was the tech-sergeant editor of the Bolling
Field BEAM and was living off-base in Washington, D.C.

I had come into the service from a small town in
rural Wisconsin nearly six months before Pearl Harbor.
I was a University of Wisconsin graduate with a Journalism
major and had cut my journalistic teeth on a new (short-lived)
travel magazine in Milwaukee and a daily newspaper in drafty
Superior at the top of the state. I had also spent an
eventful summer in 1938 exploring much of Europe =- just about
a year before World War II erupted.

Earlier in my service career, while on convalescent
leave from Walter Reed Hospital in Washington, D.C., I
collaborated with the then-chief of the Army Nurse Corps on-
a history of the Corps entitled NURSES IN ACTION, which was
published by Lippincott in 1943. This book helped pave the
way for my assignment to the CAP book.

As a military and then a civilian writer for PND, I
worked out of New York City and the Pentagon while residing
in Hempstead, Long Island. The task of researching and
writing FLYING MINUTE MEN took approximately a year and it _
brought me into contact with literally hundreds of dedicated
people. VWhile on research trips to many parts of the country,
I met with CAP leaders and members who had performed so
magnificently during the war years and the immediate postwar
- period.

Immediately following the CAP project, I became associate
editor of AIR FORCE TIMES in Washington, D.C. Two years
later I signed on with the information arm of the State

(moxre)



.

NEPRUD - 2

Department and served as Public Affairs Officer in northern
Mexico and as Press Attache for the U.S. Embassy in Santiago,
Chile. Returning to the United States after five years
abroad, I free-lanced for several years in Laguna Beach, Cal.,
then went to work with the Public Relations staffs of Boeing
and McDonnell Douglas and had a front-row seat at the dawn-
ing of the Jet Age. More recently, I performed PR for an
international transportation exposition staged in Washington
and handled special projects for a community college in the
Long Beach area., I'm now semi-retired but keep busy with
spot PR assignments and some writing projects of my own.

My wife and I (Eileen was my college sweetheart) currently
reside in.Los Alamitos, Calif., just three miles inland from
the blue Pacific. We have:a son and a daughter, both of whom
are progressing nicely in their respective careers.



