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HELLO

This is the first of what is
hoped to be many iscsues of New .Jersey
Wines' first historical newsletter.
It will not be published on a regular
baisis but instead at random times
when enoueh information is obtained
and put together to make up an issue.
Althoueh it will be mostly a New Jer-
sey based publication, important stor-
ies of national historical interest
will also be included. Anvone in the
wine is welcome to submit stories or
old photos. Since this is esoine to
be reproduced on the copy machine,
pictures submitted by not always be
usable or mayv not print clearly but we
will do our best. To all members of
New Jersey Wine, hello, and welcome to
the proud and excitine history of the
New Jersey Winm.

Museum Planned

Plans are now under wav for the
construction of a small museum to be
located at New Jersey Wineg Headquarters.
Approval for the project has been given
bv NJ Wine Commander, Colonel Fred Cam-
enzind. The desien and construction of
the museum will be carried out by Lt.
Colonel George Redfern and Major Gregory
Weidenfeld.

Once completed, the museum will be
open to all members of the wine. Fxibits
will be chaneed from time to time so that
there will always be new thiness to see.
ixibits that are already beine planned
include: NJ Wine in WWTT, The Dragon Lady,
and 50 years of CAP Tiniforms and Tnsienia.

Any units or individuales who would
like to donate funds to help nay for con- |
structions costs may send checks made out
to NJ Wine, and sent C/0 Maior Weidenfeld,
Wine Historian.

Farr was CO at
Atlantic City

Farr

Major Wynant C.

When the Civil Air Patrols'
first coastal patrol base was set
up in Atlantic City, New Jersey,
in March of 1942, a very special
kind of man was needed to be its'
commander. That man was Major
Wynant C. Farr. Althoueh not from
New Jersey Farr used natural skills
as a leader in makineg Coastal Fat-
rol T the most successful and ex-
citine base in all of the coastal
patrol.

Wynant Farr of Monroe, New York
crew up with an interest in avia-
tion. He learned to fly at a small
field in Monteomery, NY. Soon he
owned his first airplane, a Curtiss-
Wriecht Jr. He traded this plane for
a lareer one, a MTravelair, and made
Walden Airfield his new "home" field,




(FARR continued)

The Travelair was traded for a Stin-
son, and then the Stinson for a Fair-
child.

[Like Gill Robb Wilson, Farr rec-
oegnized the capabilities of civil av-
jation, and openly advocated the use
of civilian pilots and airplanes for
coastal defense. Farr and Wilson knew
each other throuech the aviation orein-
azation, the ~uiet Birdmen. Jarr was
enthusiastic about the newly formed
Civil Air Fatrol and after Pearl Har-
bor was bombed, the two beman serious:
clannine in their proposed coastal pat
rol idea.

The base opened on March 6, 1942.
At first it was run by “ilson, but once
thinrs were ovperatineg smoothly, he de-
parted for T.antnana, Florida to assist
in the startup of Coastal Patrol 3. At
first, the jobs of commander, oneration
s officer etc. were rotated around.
Farr and others quicklv recornized the
need for a sinrle command. "There's
poine to be one commander around here,
and IT'm it!", declared Farr, and he was
until the bases close in late August of
1945,

Under his euidance and leadership,
the Atlantic City base became the pride
of the coastal patrol. TFarr realized
both the daneser and the importance of
what he and his men were doine, and he
demanded professionalism in all that
they did; from flvine, Lhe wearing of
the uniform. He wanted his men to i
look eood, the Civil Air Patrol to
look good, and the Army Air Corp to
look good. Althourh not all his men
acreed with him all of the time, he
alwayvs had their respect and soon came
to be affectionatly known as "The Old
Man".

Farr was one to lead by evample.
He took the risk of flyine the first
patrol out of Atlantic City on March
10, with lons time friend Al Muthie
as his observer. When stories of'"the
one that eot away" had convinced aut-
horities in Washinmton to experiment
with armine CAP planes, it was Farr
and his Fairchild that served as the
quinea pig. Farr succesfully flew his
plane with a 225 1b bomb tucked under
its belly, but a flieht later in the

day nearly proved disastrous:
Farr, alone with observer Jim
Gibson, were escortine a huge
convoy into New York Harbtor when
their plane caueht fire 25 miles
out to sea.Knowine he carried fuel
above him in the wine tanks and a
bomb below, Farr kept calm and flew
the flamineg plane back to Atlantic
City. Trailine smoke behind, the
Fairchild landed smoothly on the
runway and eroundcrews guickly ex-
tinguished the fire.

Perhaps the greatest of Farrs'
acomplishments came on July 11, 1942
when he and pilot John Ren Ali Hae-
#in, sank a German UJ-Boat 25 miles
of f the coast of Absecon, NJ. By
the end of Coastal Patrol, on Aue-
ust 31, 1943, Farr had loeeed 420
hours as a pilot and 120 as an ob-
server, for a total of 540 hours on
antisubmarine patrol. This in addit
ion to beineg the base CO.

Even when the base was out of
money, in June of 1942, Farrs' det-
ermanation to keep ‘'em flyine came
through. He put it plainly to off-
icials of Sun Oil that if his planes
were to continue to fly and protect
their tankers, they needed funds.
Ten minutes after his arrival, a
courier was dispatched on what has
come to be known as the Sun Oil Run.
Sun 0il came throueh with $1000 on
that day and another #1000 the next.

Farr staved with the base until
it was finally moved north to Hadley
Field near New Brunswick where it
became Tow Tarset Squadron 1. A
short time later, Farr relinquished
command to Captain Al Muthie after
18 months of continuos:Civil Air
Patrol duty. He eventually returned
to New York to once acain take over
the runnine of his paperbox works
factory in New York City.
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Coastal Patrol Insienia




The oriecinal members
of Coastal Patrol 1
inAGlLantiicti@ityvion
March, 1%, 1942, The
hase would later peak
at 150 members,.

Grumman Wideeon
amphibians used by
Task lorce 1, belone
ine to Bill Zelcer(left)
and Tom RKastman(rirht).
Zelcers plane was flown
by Capt. John Ben Ali
Haegin and Major Wynant
. Farr to sink a Ger-
man 1'-Boat of the coast
of Absecon, NJ, on July
11, 1942,

This State of New
Jersey “tinson Voyarer
was breukht to Atlantic
City by State Aviation
Pirector, Gill Robb Wil
son. Wilson also served
as the Civil Air Patrols
first kxecutive Officer.



Coastal Fatrol 1 is
visited by National Op-
erations Officer, Col.
Harry Blee. From Left
to Risht are Rlee, Maj
or Wynant Farr, Captain
Al Muthir, Captain Pete
Johnson, and Captain
Fandolph Custer.

Plane from Tow Tar
ret Sanadron 22, pulls
sleeve tvpe tarpet from
Hadley Kield in L944.
Tow Tareet | had by this
time become a part of 22

Members of Tow Tar
aet 22 show of a patriot
ic barcet sleeve at Had
ley Field, near New Bru
nswick, New Jercev,




THE OUCK CLUB

Durine the Civil Air Patrols'
World War 11 dayvs, members of the
antisubmarine coastal patrols bie-
gest fear was a crash at sea. From
New Jerseys' Task Force I, operating
from Bader Wield at Atlantic City,

a total of 13 flyers took the frieht
enineg plunee into the Atlantic. All
of them survived.

Althouwh vhe base had anphibians,
two Wideeons and an old Sikorsky, for
the most part they flew sinele engine
land planes. A few of the members
had life jackets which they had pur-
chased before the military had banned
their sale to civilians. Most simply
carried innertubes in the aircraft
cabins for survival.

It only took a few weeks of oper-
ations before New Jersey had its first
mishap. Filot Jim "Shorty" Knox and
his observer Ralph Binder were flyinge
a patrol off the coast of Cape May in
a Stinson Feliant. They were 15 miles
out and were so engrossed in their sub
searching, they made a terrible mis-
take—they foreot to watch the ras
gauge. With no fuel, the eneine sput-
tered to a stop, and down they went.

By March of 1943, throughout the
Civil Air Patrol Coastal Fatrol, a
total of 51 airplanes had eone down.
87 crewman survived, but 16 did not.
It was around this time that the Duck
Club came to be. Rased on the Army
Air Corps' Caterpillar Club for those
who -had bailed out of an airplane, the
Duck Club was for those CAP members
who had @one down at sea. The idea
belonged to Colonel T.. A. Vilas and
soon letters and duck club patches and
pins were beine sent out from National
Headquarters to all those who had sone
down.

The emblem consisted of a blue
disc with a red drake with wavy bluve
lines for the detail of water. On the
metal version the wavev lines were a
metalic silver. Duck club embhlems were
authorized for wear on the left pocket
of the uniform.

The only New Jersey native to be-
come a member of the duck club was the
bases ensineerine officer, Captian Rudy
Chalow. Alones with fellow mechanic
Floyd Fermenweiler, the two fix-it men
crashed into icy 40 derree waters off
Atlantic City on 15 March, 1943,

The Duck Club Emblem

Tt was Chalow however, who un-
intentionally helped to create a
version of the Duck Club that was
unigue to New Jersey.

Amone those at the bhace were
two local brothers, kobert and
William Datz. The Datz boys, ==
they were often called, were both
apprentice mechanics. After duty
hours however, the two took to salt
marshes which surrounded the air-
field and became intent duck hunters.

On one fatefull evenine, the two
headed out in the small boat they
kept at the base. That same even-
ine, Captain Chalow took off on a test
flieht of an airolane he had been
workine on. As he flew out over the
boat, he notice what looked like a
thousand ducks just out of sieht of
the hunters and an idea struck him.
Circling around he dove down and buzz
ed the ducks. Hundreds of them took
to the air and as he looked over his
shoulder, he saw the boys happily
blastine away. He also saw what look
ed like someone had thrown pebbles
into the water all around the boat.
Fuzzled, Chalow landed the plane.

A short time later, he had the
&nswer to his puzzle. The boat re-
turned and it and its occupants were
absolutely covered with duck droppines.
Seems that the airplane and the gun-
shots had scared the poop out of the
birds, thus making William and Robert
Datz, the only members of New Jerseys'
very special version of the Duck Club.



CIVIL AIR PATROL GRUMMAN “WIDGEON”
ATTACKING GERMAN SUBMARINE
OFF EAST COAST OF UNITED STATES
JULY 1942
Painting by Keith Ferris
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