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Story of  the 16th Wing

In area within its jurisdiction, the Rhode
Island Wing is of course the smallest in the
country.  In aeronaut ical  equipment and
flight operations, it is probably close to be-
ing the smal lest- - thanks to the fact  that
Rhode Island is one of two states entirely
wi th in the restr ic ted Vi ta l  Defense Area.
But in its determination and spirit and its
demonstrated persistence in "carrying on"
under adverse circumstances it is far from
being the least of the forty-eight wings in
the country. In our first issue was a brief
h i s to ry  o f  C iv i l  A i r  Pa t ro l ,  t aken  f rom a
recent  publ icat ion of  the Missour i  Wing.
There have been more elaborate and com-
plete h is tor ies of  CAP wr i t ten,  but  none
which tells so clearly and effectively how
the organization came into being and what
it has done. It may be of interest to suple-
ment this by a brief history of the Rhode
Island Wing.

The 16th,  or  Rhode Is land Wing,  was
organ ized  in  January,  1942 ,  under  the
command of  Wi l lard Fletcher,  the State
Commissioner of  Aeronaut ics.  His Wing
Execut ive Officer,  Alber t  R.  Tavani ,  was
largely responsible for setting up the or-
g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  W i n g  a n d  s e e i n g  i t
through its early stages. Four squadrons
were  immed ia te l y  ac t i va ted :  The  F i r s t ,
under Archie Burnett, based at the Provi-
dence  A i rpo r t ;  t he  Second ,  under  Ph i l
Rocchio, soon followed by Bil l  Crook, with
tempora ry  headquar te rs  a t  Roger  Wi l -
l iams Park; the Third, with George Ander-
son as commander; and the Fourth, under
Wa l te r  Ma in ,  a t  t he  Smi thfie ld  A i rpo r t .
Circumstances resulted in the deactivation
of Squadron Three and the incorporation
of some of its personnel ni Squadron Four.
Shortly thereafter, another squadron was
act ivated at  Riconn Airpor t ,  a t  Greene,
under the command of Everett Potter.

During the spring and summer of 1942
comb ined  mee t ings  o f  t he  who le  Wing

were held weekly at  the Cranston Street
Armory, in Providence, as well as squad-
ron meetings at the various squadron head-
quarters. Average attendance at the dri l l
sessions was about 150.

Ear ly  spr ing saw the Wing in uni form,
but  i t  had no sooner become organized
t h a n  i t  b e g a n  t o  l o s e  m e m b e r s  t o  t h e
armed services. Many of the best qualified
flyers were of course the first to go. This
process cont inued to the point  where i t
began to look doubtful whether there were
enough ai r -minded members lef t  to  keep
the Wing going.  The or ig inal  Wing Staff
consisted of W. R. Fletcher, Commander,
A. R. Tavani, A. R. Jones, M. E. Eighme,
N. W. Rakestraw, A. Dailey, E. McDonald,
Ann W. Kenyon.  Of  these,  only two now
remain with us. All the original squadron
commandees have also gone.

In  the  m idd le  o f  t he  sp r ing  the  Army
moved into Hil lsgrove, where Wing Head-
quarters were located. Civil ian ships were
soon ordered out of the hangar, and those
be long ing  to  CAP members  were  sca t -
tered, to Smithfield, to Seekonk, and else-
where. Wing Headquarters sti l l  remained
a t  H i l l sg rove ,  however,  and  i t  was  ex -
pected that eventually a new headquarters
building would be built there, with hangar
space for  one squadron of  CAP planes.
Needless to say, that never happened.

Dur ing  the  summer  o f  1942  t ra in ing
act iv i t ies went  on at  a great  pace in a l l
squadrons, with a considerable amount of
CAP flying at  the Providence and Smith-
fi e l d  A i r p o r t s .  B u t  i n  A u g u s t  t h e  V i t a l
Defense Area was established by the Army
and all civi l iau flying was grounded. Most
CAP planes were moved outside the Area,
to fields in Western Massachusetts. A very
few remained at  Providence Airpor t ,  and
it was hoped that they might be put in ac-
t ive CAP serv ice later.  Smithfield Airpor t
closed and Squadron 16-4, based there, be-
gan to disintegrate. Its officers scattered
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and i ts  remaining personnel ,  a long wi th
that  of  Squadron 16-2,  which had never
had a flight headquarters, were absorbed
into 16-1.  The squadron at  Riconn Fie ld
a lso  d i s in teg ra ted  when  tha t  fie ld  was
closed, and its remaining members were
also attached to 16-1. There thus remained
only one act ive squadron,  wi th i ts  head-
quarters st i l l  a t  Providence Airpor t .  This
was the situation in the fall of 1942.

In the late summer the Wing Command-
er,  W. R.  F letcher,  had been cal led into
se rv i ce  and  N .  W.  Rakes t raw was  ap -
po in ted  to  fi l l  h i s  p lace .  The  Wing  Ex -
e c u t i v e  O f fi c e r  w e n t  i n t o  t h e  N a v y  a t
about the same time, so that a complete
reorganizat ion of  the Wing Staff  became
necessary, as well as a transfer of the Wing
Headquarters to the Armory of  Mounted
Commands, in Providence, where all the
Civilian Defense activities were located.

The generosi ty  of  the State Counci l  o f
Defense was not limited to giving us office
space for headquarters but extended to the
payment of  most  of  the expenses of  the
Wing. The Wing would scarcely have been
ab le  to  su rv i ve  had  i t  no t  been  fo r  th i s
generous help.

Dur ing  the  la te  fa l l  and  w in te r  the re
was hope that  an industr ia l  cour ier  base
might  be establ ished at  the Providence
Airpor t ,  which was being kept  open by a
full t ime guard. It was not unti l  the spring
of  1943 that  a final  and posi t ive adverse

decis ion was g iven by the Fighter  Com-
mand  tha t  no  regu la r  i ndus t r i a l  cou r ie r
se rv i ce  wou ld  be  pe rm i t ted  in  the  Vi ta l
Area.

Throughou t  the  w in te r  mee t ings  and
training were continued, at the Armory of
Moun ted  Commands ,  where  adequa te
space had been provided.  Since a l l  but
one squadron had by that  t ime been de-
act ivated,  pract ica l ly  a l l  d is t inct ion be-
t w e e n  W i n g  a n d  S q u a d r o n  a c t i v i t i e s
ceased.  But  we surv ived the winter,  and
spring brought new life.

Interest and attendance picked up when
the  wea the r  c lea red  up  enough  to  ho ld
regular meetings again at the headquart-
e r s  a t  P r o v i d e n c e  A i r p o r t .  T h e  " P r o p
House" was c leaned up again and every
Wednesday evening saw a gather ing for
drill on the open field and class sessions in
engines, code, and other subjects indoors.
New enl is tments began to appear,  espe-
cially after the change of our national or-
ganziation from the Office of Civil ian De-
f e n s e  t o  t h e  Wa r  D e p a r t m e n t .  B u t  w e
st i l l  suffered f rom the lack of  any oppor-
tuni ty  to fly.

In the middle of  the summer the Wing
go t  i t s  fi rs t  rea l  "b reak . "  Un t i l  t hen  op -
portuni t ies for  act ive duty had been few
and not  very at t ract ive.  A smal l  handful
of members had been able to get away to
se rve  on  Coas ta l  Pa t ro l ,  bu t  the re  had
been no chance for operational flying with-
in the Wing.  Then came a chance to do
some regular courier service for the Army
Engineers.  Af ter  a l i t t le  delay an agree-
ment was entered into by which one of our
planes (practically the only one available
to the Wing) was based at  the Army Air
Base at Hil lsgrove to be used for courier
fl ights on cal l .  This put  us " in  business"
a t  l eas t  and  p roved  to  be  an  enormous
boos t  i n  mora le .  There  were  o f  cou rse
only very few pi lo ts  le f t  in  the uni t ,  and
only these were really affected by the new
opportunity, but it at least made us a fly-
ing organization again--in a small way.

Subsequent history is recent enough to
be within the memory of all present mem-
bers.  A l i t t le  la ter  the Wing began to co-
operate in the recruit ing of Army Aviation
Cade ts ,  and  th i s  no t  on ly  b rough t  us  a
large influx of new members--cadets, to be
sure--but gave us more opportunity to do
a l i tt le flying, first the "air show" on Sep-
tember 18,  and now at  the present  t ime
more  fly ing  fo r  cade t  rec ru i t i ng ,  i n  the
Army ships which were descr ibed in our
first issue.

Where do we go from here.
The following were at one time officers

wi th in the Wing,  but  have s ince lef t  us,
for  act ive duty or  for  var ious other  reas-
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ons.  We l ike to th ink they are merely on
an "inactive l ist," gone but not forgotten:
Captain J. K. Fenno,

(Group commander, later engineering
officer)

Captain A. C. Burnett,
(Wing operations and squadron
commander)

1st Lieut. Ann W. Kenyon,
(Once wing supply officer ;  mi l i tary
courier)

1st Lieut. W. E. Main,
(Once squadron commander)

1st Lieut. T. S. Messinger,
(Wing intell igence)

1st Lieut. I. H. Strasmich,
(Assistant training officer; aide for
cadets)

2d Lieut. C. E. Hagan,
(Wing medical officer)

2nd Lieut. M. T. Boucher,
(Squadron engineering officer)

2nd Lieut. G. I. Rounds,
(Squadron engineering officer)

2nd Lieut. J. D. Austin,
(Training officer)

2nd Lieut. L. E. Moody,
(Transportation officer)

Flight Officer T. J. Rannall i
Flight Officer J. N. Chaffee

This list does not include those who held
provisional office in the original squadrons
but  only those who actual ly  held formal
commissions or warrants.

Visitation to Woonsocket
Major  Rakestraw and Captain Loven-

berg, members of the Rhode Island Wing,
CAP, and Officers of the Providence, R. I.
Squadron v is i ted the Woonsocket ,  R.  I .
Squadron Sunday morning, February 20,
1944. The Woonsocket Squadron expected
vis i tors and immediate ly  l ined up for  in-
spection. They presented the Wing mem-
bers and the Providence Squadron with a
very snappy dr i l l  format ion.  Each Fl ight
Commander dr i l led h is  fl ight  indiv idual-
ly, and the gri ls' flight demonstrated their
abi l i ty  in  mi l i tary dr i l l  a lso.  Immediate ly
following dri l l  formation the visit ing mem-
bers  were  shown the  equ ipmen t  o f  t he
Woonsocke t  Squadron .  The  F i r s t  A id ,
movie projector and office equipment were
on  d i sp lay.  A few o f  the  many  read ing
films were shown. Following inspection of
mater ia l  on d isplay,  an Officers '  meet ing
was cal led by Capt .  Custer,  Commander
Woonsocket Squadron. The meeting was
o p e r a t e d  i n  a  " Q u e s t i o n  a n d  A n s w e r "
manner.  Many Squadron problems were
discussed, such as required attendance,
a n d  p e r m a n e n t  h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  t h e
Woonsocket Squadron.

The  mee t ing  was  d i sm issed  a t  1300
o'clock.

Your  Bu l l e t i n
The Wing Bulleting is your publication.

I t  wants to carry news about  you--news
abou t  you r  fl igh t .  I t  wan ts  to  te l l  o the r
Wings and Squadrons about what you are
doing.

Appoint  to each fl ight  a reporter,  who
will receive all items pertaining to his flight
and in turn pass this information on to the
Associate Editor, who wil l  assemble, edit
and submit to the editor for approval such
news that is gathered. Select someone who
wi l l  make  i t  h i s  o r  he r  j ob  to  ge t  news .
Fl ight  leaders should cal l  for  a report  of
materials gathered at each meeting, check
i t  over,  ok i t  and send i t  in .  I f  everyone
f o l l o w s  t h i s  p l a n  y o u r  e d i t o r s  w i l l  b e
swamped with useable news.

For the Record
CAP pilots and observers flew more than

24,000,000 a i r  mi les over the ocean . . . .
173 subs were spotted, 57 of which were
attacked with bombs and depth charges.
At least two were sunk in addition to many
more sunk or damaged by Army and Navy
a i r c ra f t  summoned  fo r  the  k i l l  by  CAP.
Thirty-six bodies, three hundred and sixty-
three surv ivors of  ship s ink ings,  a i rcraf t
crashes recovered--17 roar ing mines in
shipping lanes spot ted--numerous ships
and planes in distress reported.

"Skyways."

CAP Service Ribbons
Members of CAP who have served more

than a year and put upwards of 250 hours
into the work may be awarded the CAP
serv ice r ibbon recent ly  approved by the
War Department .  A whi te r ibbon wi th the
C A P e m b l e m  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  a n d  g r e e n
stripes stand for one year and not less than
250 hours; red stripes for 18 months and
500  ac tua l  work ing  hours ;  and  b lue  fo r
t w o  y e a r s  a n d  1 0 0 0  h o u r s  o r  m o r e .

Members who have put in a large num-
ber of  hours in less than a year are not
e l i g ib le  fo r  the  g reen  r i bbon  un t i l  t hey
have completed a full year with the CAP.
A m e m b e r  w h o  h a s  1 0 0 0  h o u r s  i s  n o t
e l i g ib le  fo r  the  b lue  r i bbon  un i l  he  has
served full two years but may get the red
or green.

WANTED :
One Indian Guide to break trail for

a cer ta in :~oung lady who seems to
have untold trouble in finding our big
c i t y  a f te r  she  has  pa rked  he r  ca r.
Salary: One batch of unburnt cookies.
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Recognition
I n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  C A P a n d  t h e

o f fi c i a l  i n s i g n i a  i n  f u l l  c o l o r s  i s  n o w  a v a i l -
a b l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  G e o g r a p h i c
S o c i e t y,  Wa s h i n g t o n  6 ,  D .  C . ,  i n  a  b o o k l e t
e n t i t l e d  " I n s i g n i a  a n d  D e c o r a t i o n s  o f  t h e
U .  S .  A r m e d  F o r c e s . "  I t  i n c l u d e s  t h e
in format ion  and co lor  p la tes  pr in ted in  the
D e c e m b e r  i s s u e  o f  N a t i o n a l  G e o g r a p h i c .
CAP un i ts  may obta in  s ing le  cop ies  fo r  50
cents each or 100 or more for 35 cents each.

W h y  M a k e  C A P  P e r m a n e n t ?
Best  le t te rs  answer ing  th is  quest ion  w i l l

b e  a w a r d e d  $ 6 4 . 0 0  b y  S O U T H E R N
F L I G H T  M a g a z i n e .  M a n y  p e o p l e  b e l i e v e
t h a t  t h e  C i v i l  A i r  P a t r o l  s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e
o n  a f t e r  V i c t o r y - - a s  a  t r e m e n d o u s  r e s e r v e
poo l  o f  a i rmen and a i rp lanes- -a  guarantee
t h a t  w e  w i l l  n e v e r  a g a i n  b e  c a u g h t  n a p -
p ing.  In  640 words  or  less  wr i te  a  le t te r  to
S O U T H E R N  F L I G H T  g i v i n g  y o u r  a n s w e r
t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n - - " H o w  a n d  W h y  M a k e
C A P  P e r m a n e n t . "  T h e  c o n t e s t  w i l l  r u n
f o r  t h r e e  m o n t h s ,  M a r c h ,  A p r i l  a n d  M a y,
d e a d l i n e  f o r  e a c h  m o n t h  b e i n g  t h e  1 5 t h  o f
t h e  p r e v i o u s  m o n t h .  S e n d  Y O U R  l e t t e r  t o
E d i t o r s  o f  S O U T H E R N  F L I G H T,  P.  O .
B o x  7 5 0 ,  D a l l a s ,  Te x a s .

G i r l s  F l i g h t
[ [he  boy cadets  are  go ing to  have a  l i t t le

c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  m i l i t a r y  d r i l l  i n  t h e  P r o v i -
d e n c e  S q u a r d o n  f r o m  n o w  o r ~  M a y b e  y o u
h a v e  n o t i c e d  a  f e w  m o r e  g i r l s  r u n n i n g
t h r o u g h  t h e  h a l l s  o f  t h e  a r m o r y  l a t e l y .
T h a t ' s  i t .  T h e r e  i s  a  g i r l s '  fl i g h t  i n  t h e
S q u a d r o n  n o w .  I t  h a s  b e e n  a  l o n g  t i m e
s ince the  Squadron has had as  many g i r ls .
A s  y e t  i t  i s n ' t  o p e r a t i n g  a t  f u l l  c a p a c i t y,
bu t  as  soon as  the  cor rec t  quota  has been
reached they  p lan to  compete  w i th  the  boy
c a d e t s  i n  m i l i t a r y  d r i l l  a n d  i n  t h e  c l a s s
rooms.

Severa l  women members  o f  the  C iv i l  A i r
Pat ro l  a re  ass is t ing  in  the  organ iza t ion  and
t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  g i r l  c a d e t s  w h i c h  c o n s i s t s
o f  g i r l s  f rom ne ighbor ing  h igh  schoo ls .  The
g i r l s  h a v e  s t a r t e d  m e e t i n g  e a c h  Tu e s d a y
w i t h  t h e i r  F l i g h t  L e a d e r  R o s a l i e  L e h m a n n
f o r  e x t r a  t r a i n i n g  i n  m i l i t a r y  d r i l l ,  a n d
t h e i r  c o o p e r a t i o n  s h o w s  r a p i d  i m p r o v e -
m e n t .  P l a n s  f o r  t h e s e  Tu e s d a y  m e e t i n g s
wi l l  cont inue unt i l  they  are  we l l  assured o f
t h e i r  c a p a b i l i t y  i n  d r i l l .  W i t h  n e w  r e c r u i t s
j o i n i n g ,  t h e s e  m e e t i n g s  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  c o n -
t i n u e  f o r  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s .  T h e  g i r l s  s h o w
great  in teres t  in  be ing cadets  and they  are
w i l l i n g  t o  g i v e  f r e e l y  o f  t h e i r  t i m e .

W e a r  Yo u r  U n i f o r m  W i t h  P r i d e
Yo u r  C i v i l  A i r  P a t r o l  u n i f o r m  i s  s o m e -

t h i n g  i n  w h i c h  y o u  c a n  t a k e  g r e a t  p r i d e
I t  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  y o u  a s  a  p e r s o n  w h o  i s
g i v i n g  b o t h  t i m e  a n d  t a l e n t ,  w i t h o u t  d e -
m a n d i n g  p a y m e n t  i n  r e t u r n .  I t  t e l l s  t h e
wor ld  tha t  you are  a  member  o~ '  an  organ-
i z a t i o n  w i t h  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  o u t s t a n d i n g
r e c o r d s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y.  I t
p o i n t s  y o u  o u t  a s  a  V O L U N T E E R  . . . .  o n e
w h o  h a s  e a r n e d  t h e  n i c k n a m e  o f  " F l y i n g
M i n u t e  M a n " . . .  t h e  h a r d  w a y.

Yo u  a r e  a n  a u x i l i a r y  m e m b e r  o f  t h e
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A r m y  A i r  F o r c e s .  T h e  u n i -
f o r m  y o u  w e a r  i s  t h a t  o f  t h e  a r m y,  w i t h
d is t ingu ish ing ins ign ia .

T h e r e f o r e ,  K E E P C O R R E C T.
W h e n  y o u  w e a r  y o u r  u n i f o r m ,  w e a r  t h e

w h o l e  u n i f o r m ,  i n c l u d i n g  a l l  o f  t h e  i n -
s i g n i a  t o  w h i c h  y o u  a r e  e n t i t l e d .

C A P  i n s i g n i a  s h o u l d  b e  c e n t e r e d  o n e
i n c h  f r o m  t h e  f o r w a r d  f o l d .  C o l l a r  o r n a -
ments  are  to  be centered,  d is regard ing the
c o l l a r  p o n t s ,  a n d  s e t  b a c k  a p p r o x i m a t e l y
one-ha l f  inch.

W h e n  w e a r i n g  y o u r  b l o u s e  d o n ' t  f o r g e t
t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  s l e e v e  b r a i d  w i t h  C A P r e d .

I t  can ' t  be  s t ressed too s t rong ly  tha t  red
s h o u l d e r  e p a u l e t s  M U S T  D E  W O R N  AT
A L L  T I M E S  w i t h  y o u r  u n i f o r m .  W h e n
t h e s e  l o o p s  a r e  n o t  w o r n  y o u  m a k e  y o u r -
s e l f  l i a b l e  t o  a r r e s t  f o r  i m p e r s o n a t i n g  a n
o f fi c e r  o r  a n  e n l i s t e d  m a n  o f  t h e  r e g u l a r
A r m y.

W h i l e  i n  u n i f o r m  y o u  a r e  u n d e r  t h e
jur isd ic t ion  o f  the  Mi l i ta ry  I~o l ice ,  who,  to -
g e t h e r  w i t h  o u r  A l l i e s  a n d  E n e m i e s ,  h a v e
y o u r  u n i f o r m  p r o p e r l y  r e g i s t e r e d .

No subject has been stressed as much as
C A P  U n i f o r m  r e g u l a t i o n s .  T h e  r e a s o n  i s
obv ious.  Yie t ,  there  is  an  inexcus ib le  lax i ty
o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  m a n y  m e m b e r s '  i n c l u d i n g
o f fi c e r s .  N a t i o n a l  H e a d q u a r t e r s  w a r n s
about  the  impor tance o f  CAP dress  regu la-
t i o n s ,  d i r e c t i n g  a l l  S q u a d r o n  C o m m a n d e r s
t o  g e t  " t o u g h "  w i t h  s e v e r e  d i s c i p l i n a r y
ac t ion  fo r  even the  s l igh tes t  v io la t ion .

U n i f o r m s
N a t i o n a l  H e a d q u a r t e r s  i n s t r u c t s  t h a t

C A P  u n i f o r m s  w i l l  N O T  b e  w o r n  i n  t h e
course o f  members '  occupat ion  outs ide  the
P a t r o l  a n d  n o t  r e l a t e d  t o  a v i a t i o n .  C A P
m e m b e r s  a n d  o f fi c e r s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  m u s t
N O T w e a r  u n i f o r m s  u n d e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s
w h i c h  w i l l  r e fl e c t  a d v e r s e l y  o n  t h e  o r g a n -
izat ion.

G i r l s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  C i v i l  A i r  P a t r o l  C a d e t  p r o g r a m  w i l l  fi n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a t  t h e
P r o v i d e n c e  S q u a d r o n  H e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  t h e  A r m o r y  o f  M o u n t e d  C o m m a n d s  B u i l d i n g ,

M o n d a y  a n d  W e d n e s d a y  E v e n i n g s ,  b e t w e e n  8 : 0 0  P.  M .  a n d  1 0 : 0 0  P.  M .


