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TWO NEBRASKA FLYERS, AIDING m snow
RESCUES DIE 4S. PLANE cRAsHEs

—— .. -
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:.CAP PILOTS PERFORM HEROIC RESCUE WORK

" 3 A v #r
O TR A Cowe -

'IN STORMSTRUGK AREAS OF 'NEBRASKA

' Y0¥

Nqbrﬁskﬁ GAP members were shocked
and deeply grieved to learn of the
death 'of W/ Jshn .Cs ‘Hoff and ‘William
OfBrien'when, in the'first tragedy of
a long~ series of stbpm relief missions,
the L-4-CAP aircraft in which they
were flying crashed irto'the home of
Clarence Kilpatrick about three miles -
west of Allianoce.’

3 "This ac¢ecident, which nceurred

" Wedrnesdey afternoon; 2 February. 1949,

" marks the ‘first fatality that’ the Nebr-
aska Wing has had -since the organiza=-
tion of Civil Air Patrol some eight years
‘agﬂ.
~ % -The light plene 'first struok 2
high tensisn city pnwer-line wire and

- went out Af certrol., About 200 feet
further it crashed intn & window in
the Kilpatrick hnusé and crumpled the
cnckpit to such an extent that the -
plane had tn be “chopped apart by =a
Natinnal Guard relief crew befnre the
brdies cnuld be remnved

Mr. Kilpatrick was working with
a truck a, shﬁrt distaence from the
house when the crash nccurred and
he nntified Capt. Weyne Deaver af the
National Guard at emergency’ relief
headquarters in the city hall,

__Capt. Deaver said that Mr. Huff
had checked in at relief headquarteérs
at 1 p.m. and was assigned to the
flight’ tn nbserve and, report on,bull~
dnzer operatinns in, thet area,. He.
was accompanied by Mr. O‘Brmen a8, ob=
server since twn men are nrdinarily

:-e851gned to each mission, Capt. Dea=
ver said. that they probably tonk to the
air about 1 p.m. and singe the. fatal 2
accident eccurred at about 2340 Peme,
they were prabably making their first
circuit »f the assigned ‘area when they

. 8truck the. power wire and crashed. :

‘Huff and- O!'Brien left the ainport
at 1 p,m.fWadnesday, They flew. first

. to the Eddie. Becker place, near

- Antioch;, to see if anything waa,needed
‘there. They received an nkay signal

+ from Becker,. .

They. had. mail to delivpr tOxClarence
Kilpatrick, @'Brien had written a nate

(cont,. page 2)

H

CAP pilnts have proved hernes in
many instances during the blizzard
which struck Nebraska in early Janu=
ary.’ Using their nwn planes, as .

well as the USAF-nwned L-4 airoraft,

. "LITTLE AIH-LIFT" AT AINSWORTH

;. respgétive -Units,

these pilots have been making surveys
of conditions, rnpping supplies to .
ranchers, and picking up the sick
and inJUred.

.-

CAFP members George Manes end Don
Higgins, who nwn and operate-the Ains-
worth Air Service, operated a “Little
Air-Lift" from snowbound Ainsworth.

' They conducted a search for & missing

aircraft and far twa stranded “tourists,
as well as dropping frod and medicine
to stranded ranchers, In two cases,,
with the Help of ‘the Highway Patral -
and Sheriff Brown, they had to land

- on Highway 20 nedr Ainsworth in
"~ arder that patients might be rushed

to the hnspital.

FIVE CAP PILOTS SENT TO ALLIANGE

- On January 11, the National Air
Guard requested that five CAP pilots
and planes be made aveilable Por opera-
tion in the Gordon "disaster area
near Allience,

Lty "Arthur Aksamit and Dale’F,

‘Bruha from the Crete Flight; Lt

Herschel Amrine, Clinton Nielseh and |

' “Gene* Bird ‘from Lexington; and George -
- 81ebnld »f Omaha responded,

On
January 12 and 13 the aircraft were:
8ent nuti'on numernus reconnaissance
flights ‘end evacuation missinns; end
after two days they.returned to their
Pilnt ‘Clinton - -
Nielsen evacuated Mrs. Carl Swsnson -

.frnm her :farm home four. miles east :

~of . Berea, Nehraska.~‘

BAYARD PILOTS FhY MANY MISSIONS

Bayard CAP. pilots perfnrmed heroic
rescue Wnork in their area, Capt. ..:
: Jack Lewis, Communding ‘0fficer, ‘and
“Pilnt Virgil Plummer made many flights
(eont. page 2)
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TW0 DIE IN PLANE CRASH AT ALLIANCE
(cont. from Page 1).
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CAP PILOTS PERFORM RESCUE WORK - cont,

an the mail packet. It is believed the
left front wheel caught the pawer line,.
srut-20 feelr atnve the grnind.
One of the impnrtant features of
"Operatinn Snrwbhund” is tn cover the
ares beirig worked by dnzers and pldws and

..~to repert back to “hesdquarters the 1ne

catinn of the equipment, progress being
made and.any difficulties encountered by
theé griund crews, . It was 2n one »f these
missions ‘that the tws men met their death.

Bnrth men had been very. active in
oiv1c affairs at Allisnce and their
sudden deaths cast a pall of glnnm over
the city. . :

C4PT. M,.P. BRENNAN RESCUED BY
BILL OSTENBERG -- -

" Capt. M.P. ‘Brennan »f Mitchell, Nebr-
aska. who was injured.on a mercy mission
near Chadrnn, Nebraska on 7 January 1949,
is recovering in a Scottsbluff hnspital.

. Cnpt. Brepnen, .formerly Commending
* Officer of the Seottsbluff Squédron, hit
a wire when attempting t» land in a snaw
covered field . He had successfully
eompleted a nmimber of rescue missions
previnus. to, the one .on which he was -
injured. :

The pilot suffered a broken arm,
broken enkle, and concussinn,

Bill Ostenberg of Senttsbluff flew _
in after Captein Brennen in response
tn 8 phone call, Filot Ostenberg ‘accom-
plished a very difficult landing in a-
Bonanza, picked up the injured Brennan
“and tnok him to a Sonttsbluff Hnspital.

SKIS RECEIVED FROM KANSAS. AND TENNESSEE

o Thanks ta: the efforts of Maje L. J.
Heinsen, Wing Opereations Officer, in
contacting the' Kansas Wing by radio
on Fridey night, 7 Jenuary 1949, two pairs
of skis were: made available to the Nebras-
ka Wing for use in the blizzard area,

TWA and Mideontinent Airlines transport-
ed the skis to Omaha free~of~charge as @
public serviee, :Lt. Col. Earle Reynalds
picked them up &t the airport and took
them to Offutt Field where the Air Foroe
immediately flew them to Soottsbluff,
Additional skis recently received..from

Tennesses are now in use in Western Nebr,

to look for distress signals, drop foc
and medicine, meil end fuel. When the

‘air field became flooded, a lending

strip was cleared on the M, L. Bigler
farm,.

Pilot Virgil:'Plummer evacuated
Mrs. Glen Dueker and children in two
trips. Capt. Jack Lewis, with CAP
Cadet Jack Nerud as nbserver, flew .
Mrg. Willard Buskirk to Bayard, From
there she was taken to Scottsbluff.
where she as admitted to the hnspital.
Capt. Lewis also flew.eleven year old

_ Ralph Sherlack to a Scottsbluff hospl-

tal for treatment. The boy, who lives

. twenty ane miles from Bayard, had
frozen heels and a frnzéen tne..

Mrs. Catherine Schneider and her
twn children, who had been stranded

" at & ‘schoolhouse three snd e half mile

southeast of Redington, were evacuated
and taken to Bayard, Capt. Lewis made
two trips in bringing the Schnemders
to safety, .

FORTY INCHES OF SNOW AT CHADRON

- Chadron- reported many oalls for.
food, medical attentiaon and evacuatier
The snow at-this partiouler place wag
40 inches deop on the runways, and
calls were handled ‘by local opérators
with aircrart'equipped with skis. !

KEARNEY AIDS IN "OPERAT ION HAYLIFT“.

At the Kearney Alr Force Bage, Civil
Air Patrol members aiéed the ground
crew in lnading baled hay into c-82's
and C~47 transports, which. were used |
-in furnishing feed for blizzard-bound
cattle in ‘the Sand Hills region. Their
work was made more difficult by a
l4~-below-zern témperature, '

"CAP AIDS IN CLEARING RUNWAYS AT NORFC!

Nbrfolk's CAP Squadron; using its own
track end a detachable snnw plow or
blede furnished by:the city, eleared

the .airport runways of snow meking it

usaeble for planes equipped with either
wheels or skis, Mayor G, A, ‘Ripoker
preised the Squgdron for their spirit
of civie pride and helptnlneass,
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GRAND ISLAND CONFERENCE POSTPONED;
WILL BE HELD. ON.26 MARCH 1949

CAP PILOTS PERFORM RESCUE WORK - cont.
AT NORTH PLATTE, ORD »ND SCOTISBLUFF

The conference originally scheduled
at Grend Island on February 19-20 has
-besn postponed until March 26-27, due
to the still eritical conditions in snow-
bound Western Nebraska,

Ma jor General Lucas V. Beau, Na~
tional Com.: nder has notified this Head-
quarters that he will be able te attend
the meeting on 26 March 1949. .

It is hoped thet 21l Units will
have representatives present at this
conférence, which will be devoted largely
to setting up a disaster training program
besed’'on lessons leerned in the recent
blizzard. Wing staff officers will in-

struct staff officers from the local units

in their duties.

CAP COMMUNICATIONS MEN TO WORK WiTH
DOUGLAS COUNTY RED CROSS

CAP communicators in Douglas County
are soon to start a series of tests in
cooperation with the Douglas County Chep-
ter of the americen Red Cronss. Plens
are now underway with ¥r. Osborne, the
Communicatinns -Chairmen, and will be
ernounced in e week or twa, These tests
, ere being made in preparstion for pnssi-
ble flood conditinons this coming Spring.

LT. COL. E. C. REYNOLDS GETS ONAWA
CH&MBER OF COMMERCE PIST

Lt. Col. Eerle C. Reynnlds, whn
has been active in Civil Air Patrol since
its nrganizz=ion,
ment as executive secretary of the Cham-
ber of Commerce at Cnawa, Iowa and began
his work there on February 1. Col. Rey-
nnlds has been Deputy Commanding Officer

of the Netroska Wing Staff since March,'48,

Lt. Lucy M. Daniels, former commend-
ing officer of Cmaha Squadron No. 2, has

transferred her CAP membership to El Paso,

Texas, where she now resides.

NAA HONORS NEBRASKA FLIERS

. Cnl. Rudy C. Mueller, Commander of the
Nebraska Wing, CAP, was o guest speaker
‘at & hanquet Jenuary 21st at the Fonten-

‘elle Hotel in Omaha, given by the Cmeha
and Lincoln Chapters of NAA,

recognition was given to Nebr. CAP P

has accepted an appoint- &t isoleted farms.

where s§§c1al
ots,

The following CAP pilnts from the
North Platte Squadron took part in
relief flight operations made in. %hat
ereas Lloyd Honser, Dr. J. 0. Jenkins,
Jay Perkins, Fred Carr, S. R. Goodfollow
Wesley Keith, Jr. and Cloyd Moore.

* ok X K K K %

Over ten flights weére made by
CAP pilots during the week of Jon, 13-
20 at Ord, Nebraskas, where a new flight
wes recently orgenized. The fliers
made aeriel surveys, delivered fond and
medicine end flew in additionel men to
help on isoleted ranches.

About 150 messages were dropped
in Velley, Greeley and Garfield Coun-
ties. Farmers were asked tn signify
their needs if the storms continued.

Teking part in the flights werse
the following Ord men: Cork Biemnnd,
Richerd Marshall, Emil Smolik, Vernon
Nay, Ellis Carson and Ed Swnpe.

* ok x Xk %

At Scottsbluff, the Chomber of
Commerce staff and Red Cross provided
food parcels, medicine end litersture
to be dropped from eircraft, while CAP
members acted »s dispatchers, operstion
nfficers and pilots. Fay Clark, who
heasded the CAP flyers serving the storm
relief agency, said 30 sorties wvere
flawn by members of his graup nn the
second day of operations. Clark re-
ported that 160 gallons of fuel il
and 38 parcels of food were dronpped
* crew of 20 transe-
ported, pscked food and nil, made the -
drops, snd flew the planes, '

BLAIR UNIT SEEKS REACTIVATION

it the invitation of Lt. Bernard
‘Reeh, Bleir pilnt snd CAF memter, sev=-
eral "Mng Staff members met with a
group of Blair fliers in the Blair City
Hall Jenuery 19th tn discuss resctiva-
tion plens for the Blair Unit., Blair
has & very efficient airport and houses
twenty-twn planes at present. A number
of former CAP cuadets attended the meet=-
ing, including several licensed radio
nperators whn wisk to aid in the commu-

nications program, Maj., L., J. Heinsen,
CAP, Lt. Dorathy Catkazs, CAP and Sgt.

Rlchurd Cryderman, USAY¥, made the trip.
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COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK EMPHASIZED - DURING
RECENT STORM - NEW .EQUIPMENT _NEEDED

OMAHA SQUADRONS

The reéent‘seffeE'b?“éioiﬁg;sﬁhléh put’’
much Af Neb¥aske in d bed stote nf-affairs,
hes brqught 'to -light the  fact that CAP's-
print tnh*peint communiéstion in Nebraska -
is wh9lly iradequate. .We'have imowm all
along: thet the day would come when CAP
radio equipmént: in Nebraska would prove
tn be impnrtont.” Theé dsy d4id come, the
emergency or this" particular storm nr
storms is nver<-ns far as communlcatlnn
is cnncerned--and CAP cnuld.dovery
little about it. After much-discussinn
ot o recent Wing Staff.Meeting, it aeppears
that a possible, at 1east part1a1 solu-
tinn has been reached. - :

First-of all, we want to bongratulate

the bhys in Crete ‘Lincoln, Norfolk,.
North Platte and Omaha for-leaving ‘nn
stone unturned until they hed obtained’
transmitting equipment with sufflclent
power to caver the state. -

Thé present program for 2374 KC is -
besed on the purchesing of commercially. -
bullt equipment--~inasmuch'as transmitters
trat have beén received from Government
sourcés,’ with the' exception af the SCR 399
and thHe Uollins at K U'L R, are all of low
prwer and ugable only for: Incal trnlning
purpnsed, " .- - -

Tn buy cdmmercial equipment .cnsts 'a
1ot nf money.. Ta. fulfill our.’present
needs, it will take &' fund Af several ’
thousand Adallars,and we have set out
to raipé riey by appenIing to the
newspaper publishers in the various’
comnunitiés where we ‘'whuld like tn see’ -
CAP' emergency radin ststinns Incateds *. .
We have asked their aid.in raising.a
fund suff101ent tn take care Af their own
lacsal needs. - - . - .

.8 far, eleven requests hﬁve been
mailed to the cities.where CAP.has active,
units,. and the results are -as. follows: .

AINSWORTH ~ Have nnt heard - .

-ALLISNCE - Have not-heard

get. the link set up.

D L4

OMAHA SQUADRON NO» 1 - by

T oLt. Al Mnshler, CAP, fd;utant
Lk ke

Omaha Squndrnn Nowo 1 has besn. very busy
setting’ up their Link Trainer. Meeting
are held every Thursday pvening at .
7400 pime in Roam' 363 at Cmeaha Technice
Highschionl, 2nd in thv Instrument Room -
which is “n the nnrthwest cntrner of
the first floer. J. R. Mirmaugh, link
trainer operstor: and Leouis Hoban, link
trainer technicisn, have been.checking
aver: all: controls end instruments, and -
we hnpe befare toé long the Link Tréin-
er Will be in full-working order. - -
- ‘Thnse attending the last meetdng - ..
were Paul Viefelmeyer, Richard Viagen, . -:
John Russo,iDr. Fred flbertshn, Robert
Fisk, Louis' Hobon,. John Mumaugh, Carl
Wedel, Al Mashier and Louis Cutler.
It is planned by Lt. Al Meshier to’
awnrd.the medal and ribben af.the order:
of ACHING BACK with e. FULL SPLINTER
CLUSTER tn all those who are helping
It is: further
planned that the medal and ribban of .
the arder. nf Circular Stinkers (Circu=
lar Sinkers are thnse whn are stinkerd
when viewed from any directinﬁ)w1th "
full Red Respberry Cluster tn thnse whn
ARE NOT ATTENDING SQDN. NO. 1 meetlngsa'
© & full staeff of affisers hey been
appointed far Omaha Sqdn. No. 1, end

we will be nperating-at full strength °

very shnrtly. .One new member nf Omaha’
Squadron Na, -1 has requested applicatioy
farms far FIVE OF HIS FRIENDS! . Future .
plens include clesses in Meteorology an,
Navigation, together with Instruments.. .
Oreha 3qdn. No. 1 wants to thank the. .W
Boy .Gddets under Lt. Rnbert Fisk who..

.helped mnve -the .Link Tralner at our .
.last, meetlng,

..-

.BAYARD. . - Newspaper.-raising fund
CHADRON . -  Have mn* heard = .

. GRAND ISLLND. - Chambar nf Commerce

buying equlpment

.‘ .

. HASTINGS *

ORD - Mnney approprlated by RedCrnsh
SCOTTSBLUFF “Have not heard, '

In additien ta the abnve-eleven letters, .

- Letter only out a few daysseventy form letters have been sent.to:
comtunities where we have no. Civil nif

Potpnl Unitse - : _ . .

KEARNEY .-. VFW mey suppnrt
. LEXINGTON - -Newspeper raising fund .
, O'NEILL, <+ Have nnt heard . . . :
. (cont. ‘riext column)
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ABERONAUTICS COURSE INTRODUCED IN
NORFOLK HIGHSCHOOL - CAP ASSISTS

LIAISON OFFICER FLYS INJURED MAN TO OMAMN.

With the beginning of the second semes-
ter, an aeronautics course is being given
in the Norfolk High Schnnl, the first
schonl in the country to give such &
course in cooperatinn with the Civil Air
Patrol, Dlorfolk High Schnnl was select-
ed as the first place for the course at a
conference held at Norfnlk bstween Con-
gressman Karl Stefan snd depertment of
cducntinn nfficinls,

Detailed plans f'ar the course were
completed at a late December conference
held in Norfalk between nfficials of
the stute department »f education, Nor-
folk educators cond staff members of the
Norfolk CaF Siuadron. Department of
Eiacation revresentntives, Dr. Frank
So-ensen, N Len P. Black and Genrge
Patzer, all a7 Tincoin, conferred with
r. #llen P. Zurkhsrdt and Theondore F.

Skillstzd, superintendent asnd principal,
*dspfc*1vply, of the highschnol, and Capt.
-, Iieuterants Lee Buckley
. rlisle, CAF, and Niels

4~ %er, high schonl physices instructor
vho v ill teach the course.

"3 subject matter includes communica-
tisis, serodynamics, nsvigation, metearo-
logy, nonemcletwr re and sircruft structures.
Under the new cnurse, the highschool will
assume the job of classraom work and sny
labnretory work, such as nrientetion and
nerigution flights vill be done by the
CAE.

Availoble through the CAP in Norfolk
will be & Link treiner, an L-4 liaison
plane rnd licensed pilots, three short
wave rrdins, mock-ups of aircraft instru-
ments, tv~ aerial cemeras and staff meme-
Lers “}f #ill acsist the instructors in
any meuter he wishes, The westher sta-
tion, ;occtud al th= N-irfolk airport,
will alse help vitii 12 program by
supplyirg necessary =nfilwmation about the
vieather, flight plars, rudar and weather
forecenting.

vy d Al.ro

i

CENTRaI, C

V J. \I’l'”‘?"r n}w ~

N CLP UNIT

Becﬂu,q «f bed weather, Copt. Frank
Bowmen snd 1i/Sgt. Richerd Cryderman, USAF
were unable to attend the organization
meeting schoduled at Central City, Nebr.
o 23th of Jjunuary. kr. Thad Willoughty
adwises pilnts there are interested in CAP.

Capt. Frank M. Bowman, USAF, AF-
CAP Ligisnn Officer, flew an injured
men from Ainsvnrth, Nebraska to Omsha
on 2 February 1949. Upon arrivsl in
Omeha, he was rushed ta the Methndist
Hospital,

While flying over the distressed
area of Chadron, Capt. Bowman was
requested by radio to contact highway
maintenonce and read crews working
west of the Crawford area tn seek
shelter because of annther eppreach-
ing stnrm. Messages with stresmers
attaeched were dropped to these crews,
whn immedintely ceased wnrk and headed
for Crawford.

OMAHA CADETS TCQ HAVE CLASSES; NORTH
PLATTE CADETS HELF PUT ON ROOFING

An nfficer in the lir Reserve,
William Raennau, will conduct classes
in navigation f'or Cmaha cadets tegin--
ning 17 Februery 1949, The Girls!
Squadron, Omeha Sqdn. No, 2, is receiv-
ing instructinon in First Ald from a
Red Cross representative,

North Flatte csdets are to be
commended for their fine work, in
putting up 24 roof sectians on their °
CAP Building during zero temperatures.
The building, 136' X 20', will sonon
be cnmpleted, Major J. 0. Jenkins,
Commanding Officer, advises.

NEBRASKA CAP WING STAFF MEMBERS

Wing Commander - (nl, Rudy C. Musller
Adjutent = Lt. Dorothy M. Cethers
Persnnnel Officer - Maj, Foul S, Read
Cadet Commendant - Maj, Roy Highfield
Operatinns Officer - Maj. Vic Schroeder
Puble Info. Cfer. « Mej. Soren Munkhof
Supply & Maint. -~ Cept. W. W, Genrge
tngineering Ofcr. - Capt. H.C. Bergstrm
Air Inspector = Majs. L. J. Heinsen
Communications Ofcr,. = Mpj. C.T.Powell
Asst. Comm. Ofer. - Lt, Vern Fuller
Medical Officer = Kaj., A, De Cloyd
AT-CAP Lisisnn Officer - Capt. Frank
Bowman, USAF

NKBRASKA WING HEADGUARTERS
Room 710, Federal Building
Omahn 2, Nebraska :



