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VIE MCED. GOr^JHICATIONS? In consideration of the phenomenal, development of
modern communication means and'the deci,sive influence of communications on
military operations, it v/ould seem that the title of .this item is rather facet
ious^. Nevertheless, from our contacts ^/ith the Commanders and Communications
Officers of CAP units throughout the country, we ai'e inclined to feel that many
CAP Staff Officers do not fully apprcDciate the importance of this phase of thedx
command, A commander who must be convinced or sold-on the idea that it is an
advantage for him to be able to maintain contact bet'.7een various elements of his
c^rgftfiization during either an emergency or routine opervition is neither progress
ive nor on the alert. In util izing personnel and equipment to fullest capacity,
knov;ledge of the existence and eirployment of the several means of communications
is vitally important to any airman. In th? ligbt of modern developments, a pro
perly organized and operated communications system is the nerve*center of any
comffiand as v;ell as being the eyes, ears, and voice. There is iri'efutable evid
ence that entire military campaigns have failod bccause of inadequate communica
tions. Private flyers wisely acquaint themselves ^'dth whatever facil i t ies that

ly bfe at their disposal because of the greatly' increased scope and saifety of
''■Choir flights. In the last Communications Bulletin w^ere set forth the communica

tion policies endorsed by National Headquarters. It is felt that all those aims
can be fully accomplished if each Wing vdll develop a dynamic TVSRS program. More-
ovtip, coverage would be provided in th^- event of any emergency or to implement
any other operation'. The efficient communi(;ation personnel developed from mann
ing an adequate 'A'ERS system would be fully competnnt for the task of imparting
necessary communication training to CAP Cadets.

PREPAPJIDIT'SS. V^IIq discussing the need for communications. Captain Lewis Schmidt,
Michi'jan V/ing, aired those thoughts in a recent bulletin. V/e quote: "SURE. YOU
CERTAINLY SHOULD EE PUEP^^RKD. BUT ARS YOU? Havv; you two-'vay radio apparatus for
Air-Ground communications? -- Are you acquainted ^/ith the Air-ground panel com
munications with -.vhich ^7C suppli.^d you more than a year ago? Do you have a com-
plytc set of panels for your unit, both black and ivhite? Have you posted cards
in your Headquarters officc givir^ the telephone numbers 'ind location of the
nearest BLOCK BAl^, POLICE DEPARTRENT, T^IRE DEPARTMT, AIBULANOE OOJ^PAflY or

.^DERTAKER, HOSPITAL, COUNTY SHERir<T, STATE POLICE POST, and RADIO STATION —"^o you as Conmiunications O^.'iccr have all these locations and telephone numbers
posted '"'here they may bo quickly found without pawinr through a telephone direct-
orj'? IF YOU HA^^^N-T YOU ARE NOT DOING YOUR JOB AS COFtlUMICATIONS OFFICERl
BETT^ GET ON THE JOB, DQN^T GET CAUGHT ^7ITH YOUR FLAPS D07N."

DIRECTORY OF WING COMMUI^ICATIONS OFFICERS. Captain Schmidt also suggests that a
national directory of Wing Communications Officers be compiled as a matter of
genera l in tcrent . He recommends that the d i rectory conta in the commerc ia l or
a m a t e u r r a d i o c a l l o f e a c h C o m m u n i c a t i o n s O f T i c e r . T h e N a t i o n a l C o m i n u n i c a t i o n s
Office r v. l l l be g lad to commi t h imse l f t o such an under tak ing i f su ffic ien t i n
t e re s t i s e v i n ce d . A l l W i n g C o mmu n i ca t i o n s O ffice r s a re i n v i t e d t o o f f e r t h e i r
sugges t ions on th is po in t .

QADET TRAIJ'JING, As announced in the last Communications Bulletin, our prime com
munication responsibility and aim is the preparation of young men for the commun
icat ion problems which vdl l confront them in the Service, On meetings we have
at tended about the country, v /e find the cadets to be an enthus iast ic ^oup. We
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should like to reiterate the importance of applying proper teaching methods. In
teaching GW to cadets, certain Communications Officers are indulging in practices
which will be detrimental in a later stage of the training. Some Officers have
claimed that they were not able to accomodate generally accepted methods due to
a lack of code practice equipment. Arrangements are being made to procure ade
quate code practice equipment. The project is nearing a successful close and the
availability of that training aid willte announced at the proper time.
COMPLIANCE WITH INSTRUCTIONS. Humorous instances have recently come to the at
tention of this Headquarters v/hich indicate that many Communications Officers
are not following the channels prescribed by National Headquarters for requisi
tioning training aids and other communication equipment. It is essential that
all units follow the instructions issued by this Headquarters v/ithout deviation.
Don't forget that if you take independent action which results in an unfavorable
decision fVom or federal agencies, you may be jeopardizing a program which
affocts all other units. The instructions issued V National Headquarters re
lative toihc receipting, requisitioning, and the inventory of supplies ha^>vj been
promulgated for specific reasons and it is incumbent upon every VJing Conriandeir
and Conmunications Officer to cooporatc promptly and precisely in all such matter

7E HAVE A GUEST. Braving a spring blizzard which raged here in New York, Capt.
Fre-l v-r, Clirlstian, Communications Officer of the California V/ing, flew in from
su^.iy C'il'llornia to talk over his communication problems, Capt, Christian, you
wil.i v'cjry is the gentleiruan who rendered a splendid service to CAP by being
iriStrumert?! in providing our fine Radiotelephone Procedure Manual. We spent
sev'-.-ral ivrai's in discussing the California V^ing*3 problems and also-'thc national
aspect of communications. It is alwaya a groat pleasure for us to meet our
colleagues .from the livings. It is hoped that before many months have passed we
shall have had the pleasure of meeting all Vfirig Communications Officers, If any
other "Wing Communications Officer is able to spare the time and expense of mak
ing A trip to National Headquarters, wg fool that the information and understand
ing that could be gained would be of groat mutual benefit. Incidentally, we were
able to show Capt, Christian some Now York sunshine before he loft.
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