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FOREWORD

The author of this monograph, Major Nelson "Lee" Ragan,
CAP, has.- been a mainstay on the Civil Air Patrol's
National Historical Committee since its inception. A
professional illustrator by vocation and an avid col-
lector of militaria by avocation, he possesses many
unique qualities necessary to illustrate the many and

varied uniforms of Civil Air Patrol.

Working with Lee over the past several years has been a
truly delightful experience for two primary reasons.

First is his extensive depth of knowledge on the subject.
This is more than adequately reinforced by his willingness
to undertake the many projects relating to historical re-
search, while remaining well involved in his normal CAP

job as Group Commander for Group 16 of the Texas Wing.

The plates as reproduced herein along with the descrip-
tive material represent many hours of hard work. 1In
order to share with a larger number of people these fine
illustrations, it was elected to publish them initially
in the form of a monograph. 1In the event that sufficient
demand is generated, it is planned to later reprint se-
lected illustrations in such a manner and size as to make

them suitable for more framing.

L. E. Hopper
COL CAP
National Historian



PREFACE

The idea to create this monograph was suggested by Col Les
Hopper, after I had illustrated several uniforms for use

as covers of the Historical Committee Newsletter. After

much discussion, it was decided that this uniform monograph
should be something other than an illustrated guide to what
uniform regulations had spelled out during CAP's first twenty
years. Instead, I chose to illustrate a broad cross-section
of uniform combinations, some of which were typical, and some
not so typical. Not all CAP uniforms used during the first
twenty or so years of CAP are illustrated, but some are illus-

trated in both male and female versions.

The illustrations were made from many different research
sources. Photographs, drawings, plus written and verbal de-
scriptions were all used to compose the drawings. In many
cases all of these sources were combined to produce any given
illustration. Some "artistic license" was employed to make
the drawings present a broader look at the different insignia

worn on these uniforms,

One of the stated goals of the National Historical Committee
is to foster "esprit-de-corps" within this organization. One
of the reasons Civil Air Patrol continues to wear the uniform
is to promote that ideal. Our organization and it's uniform
have gone through many evolutionary changes since 1 December
1941, but the feeling of pride in our past and the spirit to

add to our colorful history should never diminish.
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