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EDITORIAL

At the urging of several members I am only now beginning to reexamine the
committee's fiscal policy as regards to covering the expense of our operations.
Clearly stated, with the exception of the provision of a thousand or so sheets
of letterhead and envelopes we have received no financial support from sources
external to the committee. To put it more directly, we have not called on the
corporation for any funds, this is as it should be. It is my intention to main-
tain this policy but at the same time develop a means to support several worth-
while projects which we have not been able to undertake, ie book reprinting,
document purchases, memorials, etc. As food for thought and discussion in
Atlanta perhaps we can develop a program of soliciting funds from corporations
donated to Civil Air Patrol for specific use on historical programs. It is
reasonable to assume that within our current corporate structure these type of
funds could be held and disbursed on approval of the committee and possibly

the National Administrator or Comptroller. Just an idea, give it some thought
and we'll discuss it in Atlanta.

Please note, although not totally on schedule, at least I'm better with my
timing than last month.

Les
ABOUT THE COVER
Flight Officer, ---- 1944. This wartime F/O wears the U. S. Army officer's
winter uniform known as "Pinks and Greens". This pet name is the result of the

shade of the shirt and trousers which were of a khaki which had a distinct pinkish
tint to ithem. The service coat and hat were dark olive green. The coat came with
a waist belt made of the same fabric as the balance of the uniform. This fellow
wears the standard CAP pilot's wings as a hat device which was quite common dur-
ing World War Two. On his left breast above a service ribbon, he wears what was
called in CAP bulletins, "Trick Insignia", or wings modified from Army Air Force
Wings. This was done by soldering the CAP colored disc over the AAF centerpiece.
The wings were usually made from AAF Aircrew, Observer, or even Navigator wings
because these wings had a round center. This badge was strictly unauthorized,

but it seemed to make little difference to many wartime Civil Air Patrol pilots who
were looking to wear something that looked more military than the authorized CAP
badges.

His upper lapels each had the silver C.A.P. collar insignia, and the lower lapels
each had the all silver winged propeller worn by CAP officers. The National patch
is of thesecond type with US below the triangle. On his lower sleeve, is worn the
gold and black active duty patch for Coastal Patrol. Below that, is worn one
active duty service bar of the same color. Shoulder straps and the commission
stripe, or officer's braid, was red on this very distinctive uniform. Shoes were
brown russet leather.



NATIONAL BOARD MEETING

As announced in the last issue, this year's seminar will be held in Lancaster

“A" Room at the Hyatt Regency on Saturday, August 4, 1984 between 1300 and 1700
hours. A revised tentative agenda is attached. You will note that the agenda
item relating to Computer Based Historical Data Management has been deleted.
Unfortunately, a last minute business crisis has precluded Mr. Miller's attendance.
Perhaps Louisa can spend a few minutes of her presentation on the Command Study
to give us some insight into her mechanization methods.

Please plan on setting aside a couple of hours either Friday or Saturday prior

to the seminar for the conduct of committee housekeeping business. Also, I

have taken the liberty of assuming that all committee members desire to sit at

the committee table for the banquet and have planned accordingly. If this pre-
sents a problem, please let me know as early as possible so that other arrangements
may be made. I fully realize this may mean some last minute swapping around but
beg your indulgence at the time.

Also in the area of planning for our seminar, I have mailed the attached personal
invitation to those attending last year and to other individuals who I have ident-
ified as being interested. Perhaps you would like to mail a similar letter to
selected individuals.

1983-84 IN RETROSPECT

For your information, attached you will find a copy of a report on our activities
which I recently mailed to Colonel Edgar Bailey, our Chief of Staff. Each of us
can take a small measure of pride in accomplishing the many and varied things
outlined. Let's pledge ourselves to making 1984-85 even better.

RESPONSE FROM UNIFORM COMMITTEE

As I had promised several of you, I wrote Colonel Ed Palka commenting on the
historical significance of actions of his committee. The enclosed response prepared
at his direction adequately explains the logic of the decision made by them. I

find the response both informative and reasonable and suggest we consider the

issue closed.

GOALS

Report Deleted
Les
July 1984

DISTRIBUTION:
Members NHC
Selected Individuals









TENTATIVE AGENDA
HISTORICAL SEMINAR
CAP NATIONAL BOARD MEETING
ATLANTA, GEORGIA
4 AUGUST 1984
1300-1400 HOURS

TIME

(MIN) SUBJECT SPEAKER
1300-1330 Introduction to CAP History Hopper
1330-1430 Historical Research & Writing Ragsdale
1439-1500 World War II CAP Courier Service Madsen
1500-1545 Historical Study of CAP Command Morse
1545-1630 Wing History Program & Writing Walker & Sub-

Committee

1630-1700 Summary & Discussion Hopper



CIVIL AIR PATROL

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AUXILIARY
Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama 36112

COL LESTER E. HOPPER, CAP
NATIONAL HISTORIAN

3530 Mimosa Court

New Orleans, Louisiana 70114

July 9, 1984

Throuch various sources I have identified those select few fellow Civil Air Patrol
Members and others who have shown more than a passing interest in our great organ-
zation's history.

During the course of the 1983 National Board meeting the National Historical
Committee sponsored a Historical Seminar. During its conduct we made the pleasant
discovery that others were interested in participating in some type of historical
activities at future meetings. Accordingly, the Committee has developed plans for
a Historical Seminar to be conducted at the forthcoming meeting in Atlanta.

In view of your previously stated interest, this is to cordially invite you to
attend the seminar. I am sure you will find it a rewarding experience both from
knowledge gained and from the viewpoint of expressing your thoughts as pertains
to Civil Air Patrol History. For your information the tentative agenda for the
seminar is attached.

Looking forward to the opportunity to meeting with you in Atlanta, I remain,

istorically vowrs,

Q’:&_ \gc ]~—
Lester E. Hopper

COL CAP
National Historian
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CIVIL AIR PATROL
NATIONAL HISTORICAL COMMITTEE
1983-84 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

ADMINISTRATION

A. Prepared Historical Program for use within CAP. The program is a comprehensive
one embodied in proposed CAPR 210-1 which was submitted to and approved by
NEC on December 9, 1983. To date regulation has not been published.

B. Prepared Level II Specialty Track for Historians. Final draft has been
agreed to with training people and should be published shortly.

C. Prepared and submitted for inclusion in future revision of CAPM 120-1
position description for Historian.

D. Completed review of all appropriate publications and submitted changes for
future issues as relates to historical programs.

E. Removed one member from the Committee for cause and added four additional
ones bringing committee to a total of 1ll.

RECORDS ACCUMULATION

A. Located and inventoried and accessed appropriate portions of papers of
early CAP leaders.

B. Obtained inventory and selected Office of Civilian Defense records relating
to CAP.

C. Obtained copies of USAF General Orders relating to Wartime Awards of Air
Medals.

D. Completed numerous files of early directives (22 individual file series).
E. Reconstituted 1942-1948 policy files.

F. Obtained approximately 100 linear feet of old records from various sources,
both internal and external.

ARCHIVES

A. Executed Agreement with Air Force Historical Research Center (AFHRC) at
Maxwell Air Force Base to act as our official archives.

B. Processed 105 individual records catagories for storage at AFHRC.

C. Placed at National Headquarters duplicate copies of records referred to in
IIT B above.

D. Designed and submitted historical archives and study area to be incorporated
in long range Headquarters plans.

E. Made available extensive collections of early CAP insignia to

1. National Headquarters



Iv.

VI.

2. National Air and Space Museum

3. Air Force Museum

PUBLICATIONS hd

A. Published three volume study on CAP Uniforms and Insignia.
B. Published the following Historical Monographs
1. "Propwash" - A collection of wartime hangar tales.
2. "Duck Club" - A study of all duck club awards.
3. "Air Medals" - A study of all air medal awards to CAP members.

4. "CAP Uniforms" - An illustrated description of selected CAP Uniforms
since the beginning

C. Published Historical Notes for 12 consecutive months in CAP News.
D. Published several feature articles in CAP News.

E. Provided for publication and had published numerous historical writings
to external publications.

F. Published for use by Historical Committee and selected individuals 12
consecutive issues of "Hysterical Newsletter".

ORAL HISTORY N,
A. Prepared for publication a CAP Manual on Oral History. Awaiting publication.

B. Prepared and published on a limited basis an Oral History Self Study Course.

C. Conducted approximately 25 Oral History interviews.

D. Published 6 completed oral history interviews with numerous others in
various stages of production.

GENERAL

A. Made numerous contacts in the Historical Community where we are fully
accepted as peers.

B. Developed three "talking books" relating to CAP history for use by individuals
with sight problems.



NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
CIVIL AIR PATROL
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AUXILIARY

Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama 36112

2 3 MAY 1984

Colonel Lester E. Hopper, CAP
3530 Mimosa Court
New Orleans LA 70114

Dear Colonel Hopper

When I returned to my office from the SWR conference I had a note from Colonel
Ed Palka asking me to respond to your letter of 13 April, thanking you for
your comments but pointing out that each of the uniform changes mentioned had
been made after careful deliberation and for reasons outweighing tradition in
some instances.

For example, cost was the primary consideration in the decision to use already
available balloon pilot insignia. The cost of CAP-distinctive insignia would
be prohibitive for the few CAP members qualifying for this rating.

Changing the cadet flight cap insignia from cloth to metal was recommended by

a cadet advisory council and has been one of the most popular changes with the
cadets who view the metal device as more attractive and durable. Colonel Palka
did not feel tradition was disregarded since the change involved only the
material used for the device, not the design itself.

The ultramarine blue mess dress braid in question was adopted over 15 years

ago. However, when new braid was being considered for the new midnight blue
mess dress uniform, the traditional red color was not a consideration since

the reason for removing the red in WWII was because of wide-spread resentment
of Army Infantry personnel. Also, the majority of the senior membership do

not support the use of the red braid, regardless of its historical significance.

Finally, he asked me to point out as an example that the traditional red and
khaki chevrons he wore as a cadet would not be compatible with the new Air
Force blue uniform shades and he felt that periodic update of CAP's uniform
items along Air Force lines down through the years had generally resulted in

a more attractive, dignified uniform. Colonel Palka asked that I convey his
appreciation for your concern and stated that the committee would remember your
offer should the need arise.



I realize these notes are somewhat disjointed, but felt that I needed to
convey Colonel Palka's comments as stated without the benefit of further
interpretation on my part.

Was nice to visit with you and Carol in El Paso. Looking forward to seeing
you again in Atlanta.

Sincerel

Ve R

OVZZW.' WILLIAMS

Chief, CAP Personnel Division
Directorate of Personnel



