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‘Opérations Mémorandum No. 25 SRV LY/
‘suggestions will assure a C

£or your ‘grids. Tho uso of aithor of above ;
rogsed with: the responsibility 0. '
n :

“thorough search, and pilot should :be.impress
.7~80 that further search within that area;wil

o ‘:‘_b"é'inecessa.ry. . . PY‘ :

- 5, An overlay covering the areato’b ~gearched will be prepared .
and mailed immodiately to this offite,’ This-overlay can-be prepared by
placing tracing paper over map on which the’grids-have beon drawn in and
:*. numbered. Should the area be oxtended or:changed to embrace other than
< originally reported, new overlays should be mailed immediately.. Indicate
the grid numbor on the overlay., ',',‘_quot_-_"ii.'li.ng'éﬁﬁ':‘ig%gf’.gi@énfbrOl~, points so

« o . R

‘ that ovorlay can be intéerpretod by this: Headquarfers by'placing over \
* another map, : , S i s e

S - a,’ Grids will be: assighed:to.aireraft most sultable as pertains
" to fuel range and horsepower. - Generally, outlying .grids are searched first,.
' and by directing tho flights to and from the outlying grids, considerable
aroa miy bo coverod between base ahd outlying grids, -~ - .

‘ b. A separate daily-dispatch .sheet will be kept,.indicating
the departurc and arrival time of edich-aircraft, éxtending the hours flown
- to the right, which in turn will -sorve as a check against opurations reports,
and facilitate roporting to this office at the.end of each day.

, ¢e. -The various .gr‘id‘v,ar‘gééi-_s’hguld ﬁé ‘_mimberéd and as aircraft
are assigned to cach, the NC. number will be recorded on the master map.

d. ‘The frequency of flight path of aireraft should be governed
. by contours,of terrain within cach grid ‘area. . In extromely rugged areas,
. contour levels will have to.be flown, Aircraft Wwith reserve ‘power for
+..: climbing.and the most experienced pllots should . be -used in ‘these areas.
" The best observing results are obtained at lower altitudes, but as a safety
“i: " “factor, .the terrain and other existing. conditions must be taken into
consideration, T ' :

o ¢+ Upon completion. of each days; operations, -tho following ~

- information will bo.sent ‘by.collect. tolégram:to. ‘this Headquarters -- A=total
‘hours flown: during day, Benumber-of:Observ: d. :C-grids searched,
‘roporting by numbers. - Example .- | T .

l TO: C.A.P‘ ’Gourier Comﬂlander,; A

Hq. 24F, Colo__;“Sp.riri"gs; Gploxffa‘tifé; '

Ro: Search, A twenty sixﬁ nine -C". _opd three four, etc.

N
' N

_ £, Upon completion of -"'s_eb.r'c'hi'fmis.é‘:f.;c;lfl"l, ‘& recap of entire
operations will be mailed to this Hqw containing the ii‘ollow?.nginformafl;ion.
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Operations Memorandum No. 25 . . 4/15/44

v . Att, B
_ HEADQUARTERS '
CIVIL AIR'PATROL : C
COLQORADO WING #83 ' 0
L o P
‘Denver, Colorado Y

~November 30, 1943

To: Sheldon B. Steers, Major Air Corps

: National Assistant Operatioms Officer
Civil Air Patrol ‘ ' ‘
500 Fifth Avenue
New York, N. Y.

Subject: Memorandul: for Army airplane search
Regarding your letter of October 9

1, More than half of Colorado is mountainous territory
averaging 8000 feet in elevation.. The lowest elevations in the
State at Holly, Julesburg and Grend Junction, where rivers rising
in the Rocky Mountains flew out of the State, are not less than
3500 feet in elevation, while peaks and high ridges along the
Continental Divide, extending North and South across the State,
reach elevations of 14000 feet and most mountain passes on the
divides are at 11000 feet elevatlon.

2, Excepting in early morning and late evening a considere
able flow of air, prevailing westerly, is.frequently encountered
across the divide which renders the passage of light aircraft
difficult and sometimes impossible. .

.3, The Colorado Wing is' not -endowed to any extent. All of
its activities are voluntary. Many of the airplanes of the Wing
are on Army Courier. The new girplanes being received from the
Army will assist materially in these geart¢h missions. Mare
emphasis has been piaced on flying personnel and activities as= .
sociated with the aviation industry;'thanjbn~field operations
by foot troops, and our turnover of men going into the armed
forces has been great. . :

4. Our procedure has been to ,search the area assigned to
us, by radial or grid methods.  Regular or emergency bases have
necessarily been used that have not required equipment and trained
ground forces., Crashes have been located by. our ‘members frdm
both the ground ahd -the air.. In one instance a searching plane
landed on a mountain top at 12500 ' feet elevation to give aid to
a crashed bomber crew,. .
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RESTRICTED S

Operations Memorandum No. 25 A ' Lf15 /4,
. ' , - : ¢
two sections to each plane each day, If the plane could not cover 0
the area completely it would begin the next day where it had left P
off the previous day and continue. ' : Y

be We also found it advisable to assign the planes with
lower speed and less range to the closer areas and send the faster planes
out further. Another thing we feel to be of very definite importance is
to have two full crews for each plane, The search must be done at a low
altitude =~ this and the responsibility involved canstitute a very heavy
mentsl strain and six hours a day_is absolutely all one pilot should be
asked to do, ' . )

. c. One point.to be emphasized is that the search must be
conducted at a low altitude because, particularly if a plane has burned,
the traces may not be discernible at all from as low as a thousand feet,

d., I do not think of anything else that would be of importance

but this general procedure,-I believe, should be followed in each instance,
although it would, of course, be modified to suit circumstances.

/s/ Leo G, Devaney
1EQ G. DEVANEY

Major, CAP
Wing Commander

wQw
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