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C A P O R A L H I S T O R Y I N T E R V I E W

N u m b e r
T a p e d I n t e r v i e w W i t h : M r . D e l G a l l i e r
D a t e o f I n t e r v i e w ; 1 1 M a y 1 9 8 3
L o c a t i o n : B e a u m o n t , T e x a s
C o n d u c t e d B y : L t . C o l , L e s t e r E . H o p p e r , C A P

H. Del, why don»t you start with a little personal background.

Where you came from, when you got into aviation, how you

dr i f ted to CAP and those sor t of th ings.

D. I was born and reared in Beaumont and I started out after I

got out of school in the welding business. I stayed with that
for quite a few years until the war cank along but before this

I got interested in airplanes through Johnny Walker. Johnny's
from seven one and he was working with the same people I was

working with. He said, "Let's go out to the airport and take
a little hop." I never had been up in an airplane. Course

Johnny had been flying since 1931. So we went out and he took
me up and I really enjoyed it. So I got to flying with Johnny

o c c a s i o n a l l y .

H . When was th i s , De l?

D. This was in...probably 1935. I*d go up once in awhile with

Johnny and go t t o l i k i ng fly ing qu i te a b i t . I n t he mean t ime

I h a d m e t s o m e o f t h e i n s t r u c t o r s o u t t h e r e . A n d I t a l k e d

mysel f in to tak ing fly ing lessons f rom one of the o ld- t ime: : . ,

inst ructors, and what turned out to be one of the best f r iends



I e v e r h a d .

H . W h o w a s h e ?

D . E a r l We s t , H e h a d a c o u p l e o f C u b C o u p e s t h a t h e w a s g i v i n g

i n s t r u c t i o n s i n a n d fl y i n g s o m e s h o r t m i s s i o n s . C o u r i e r

m i s s i o n s , s t u f f o f t h a t k i n d . A n d h e a l s o w a s w o r k i n g f o r

L o w e r N a t c h e z Va l l e y o n p i c k i n g u p w a t e r s a m p l e s o u t o f t h e

Na tchez R i ve r and he wou ld go up , oh , a coup le o f hund red m i l es

u p t h e N a t c h e z R i v e r p i c k i n g u p w a t e r s a m p l e s a b o u t t w o o r t h r e e

times a week and usually he*d con somebody into riding up there

w i t h h i m . H e ' d a s k s o m e b o d y i f t h e y w a n t e d t o g o f o r a r i d e

out at the airport and the'd say Oh yeah, sure. And he*d say

w e l l c o m e g e t i n t h e c a r w i t h m e . H e * d s a y w e g o t t o m a k e a

l i t t l e r u n u p h e r e . ( T h i s ' d b e i n t h e m o r n i n g f a i r l y e a r l y )

And he 'd take 'm off . Shanghaid 'm, see. They 'd have to spend

the day wi th h im or e i ther get out and walk back. (Laughter)

S o I h a d g o t a l m o s t t i m e t o s o l o w i t h E a r l . T h e r e w a s a n o t h e r

a i r p l a n e o u t t h e r e t h a t I l i k e d a w h o l e l o t . 2 2 F a i r c h i l d .

I t be longed to a Chrys ler dealer over at Sour Lake (?)

W e l l , I c o u l d n ' t a f f o r d t o b u y t h e p l a n e o n r a y o w n . I d i d n ' t

h a v e e n o u g h m o n e y. S o I h a d a f r i e n d o f m i n e g o i n w i t h m e

a n d w e b o u g h t t h i s a i r p l a n e f r o m L e s H a n d c o m e r. I t w a s i n m i n t

c o n d i t i o n . H e w a s t h e t y p e o f g u y t h a t w o u l d e v e r y t h i n g

h a d t o b e p e r f e c t . H e k e p t t h e a i r p l a n e c l e a n a n d a l l t h e

i n s p e c t i o n s u p t o d a t e a n d e v e r y t h i n g l i k e i t w a s s u p p o s e d t o b e .

S o I fl e w t h i s . . . . I g o t s o m e b o d y e l s e t o g i v e m e s o m e i n s t r u c t i o n

o n t h i s 2 2 F a i r c h i l d b e f o r e I s o l o e d w i t h E a r l . A n o t h e r
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i n s t r u c t o r b y t h e n a m e o f W i l e y S u l l i v a n . H e r o d e w i t h m e f o r

a b o u t a n h o u r o n e d a y a n d s a y s , " Yo u g o a h e a d . Yo u c a n m a k e i t , "

S o h e g o t o u t o n m e o u t o n t h e fi e l d a n d I m a d e i t a r o u n d

a l l r i g h t a n d s h o t a f e w l a n d i n g s a n d c a m e o n i n . F r o m , ' t h e n

o n I w a s h o o k e d o n fl y i n g . W e * d m a k e t r i p s t o D a l l a s . M a d e

o n e t r i p , t h e f u r t h e s t o n e w a s t o M i a m i , F l o r i d a . W e n t d o w n

t o a n a i r s h o w . A n d a l m o s t w e n t t o C u b a , b u t I g o t t o

t h i n i n g a b o u t t h a t w a t e r . N i n e t y m i l e s o f w a t e r , c r o s s i n g ,

a n d b a c k e d o u t o n t h a t d e a l . T h e r e w a s a b u n c h o f a i r p l a n e s

f r o m t h e r e t h a t d i d g o a n d I g u e s s t h e y a l l m a d e i t o v e r t h e r e

a n d b a c k . I n e v e r d i d h e a r a n y t h i n g d i f f e r e n t . B u t w e w e r e a t

a n a i r s h o w u p i n D a l l a s o n P e a r l H a r b o r D a y. T h e y w e r e j u s t

fi x i n g t o s t a r t t h i s a i r s h o w w h e n t h e n e w s c a m e o v e r t h e l o u d

s p e a k e r a b o u t P e a r l H a r b o r . S o t h a t j u s t k n o c k e d t h e a i r s h o w

i n t h e h e a d .

H . T h e y c a n c e l l e d t h e a i r s h o w .

D . Ye s . T h e y c a n c e l l e d t h a t o u t a n d I t h i n k y o u m i g h t h a v e r e a d

i n t h a t o n e p a p e r t h e r e s o m e t h i n g a b o u t J i m m y M a r s h a l l a n d

H a d a w a y w a s w a n t i n g ( u n c l e a r ) a i r s h o w .

H . Y e s , I t h i n k s o .

D . S o t h a t w a s a b o u t t h e t i m e t h a t C A P a p p e a r e d o n t h e s u r f a c e .

I f o r g e t w h o i t w a s , b u t I t h i n k i t w a s J i m m y M a r s h a l l w a s t h e *

o n e t h a t i n d o c t r i n a t e d i t d o w n a t B t e a u m o n t a m o n g s t t h e fl y e r s

down here and they had a meet ing coming up a t A & M Co l lege .

A b o u t 8 o r 1 0 o f u s g o t t o g e t h e r a n d w e n t t o t h i s m e e t i n g .
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M o s t a l l o f u s g o t i n t o t h e C A P a f t e r t h a t . W e f o u n d o u t

w h a t i t w a s a l l a b o u t a n d w e h a d a i r p l a n e s a n d b y t h i s t i m e

I h a d a l i t t l e b e t t e r , a h e a v i e r , a i r p l a n e . I h a d a Z K S 7 W a c o ,

w h i c h w a s a g o o d p a t r o l s h i p . T h e y n e e d e d s o m e h e a v i e r

a i r p l a n e s o t h e r t h a n t h o s e Vo y a g e r s a n d s t u f f l i k e t h a t ,

y o u k n o w .

H . Yo u g o t i n t o C A P a b o u t w h e n w a s t h a t , D e l ?

D . T h a t w a s s h o r t l y a f t e r P e a r l H a r b o r .

H . A n d t h a t w a s i n t h e B e a u m o n t S q u a d r o n w i t h a n d

t h a t b u n c h .

D . T h a t w a s i n t h e B e a u m o n t S q u a d r o n , y e s .

H . We r e y o u p a r t o f t h a t p r e d e c e s s o r t o t h e B e a u m o n t S q u a d r o n ,

t h e W i n g o v e r C l u b ?

D . N o , I d i d n ' t b e l o n g t o t h a t . T h a t w a s a l i t t l e b i t a h e a d

o f m y t i m e . T h a t w a s s e v e r a l y e a r s a h e a d o f w h e n I g o t

i n t o i t . T h a t w a s a b u n c h o f t h e o l d t i m e r s t h a t w e r e i n t o

i t f o r q u i t e a f e w y e a r s b e f o r e I g o t i n i t . F r o m t h e n o n

w e m a d e s e v e r a l t r i p s t o D a l l a s . H a r o l d B y r n e s h a d a n o f fi c e

there and he was made Wing Commander o f th i s a rea . So tha t

w a s w h e r e I m e t m y w i f e u p t h e r e . S h e w a s s e c r e t a r y t o

H a r o l d B y r n e s i n t h e C A P o f fi c e a n d h i s o i l o f fi c e .

H . I n D a l l a s .

D. So short ly thereafter they moved some people from Dallas and
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a f e w m o r e s c a t t e r e d a r o u n d f r o m d i f f e r e n t p a r t s o f t h e

c o u n t r y d o w n h e r e t o B e a u m o n t a n d s t a r t e d s e t t i n g u p t h e

b a s e h e r e f o r t h e c o a s t a l p a t r o l a n d t h e y g o t R e d W a l d r o n

d o w n a s a r a d i o m a n a n d h e h a d b e e n b u i l d i n g r a d i o s t a t i o n s

f o r d i f f e r e n t c o m p a n i e s . T h e y g o t h i m t o c o m e d o w n a n d

j o i n t h e G A P a n d s t a y e d w i t h u s a n d b u i l t t h e s t a t i o n w e

u s e d f o r t h e e n t i r e t y o f o u r o p e r a t i o n ,

H . H e b u i l t t h e s t a t i o n h i m s e l f .

L , H e b u i l t t h e s t a t i o n o u t r i g h t ,

H . W h e n d i d y o u j o i n u p w i t h C o a s t a l P a t r o l 1 0 ?

D, Well I joined up about the time that they came down and got

s t a r t e d s e t t i n g u p h e r e o n t h e o r i g i n a l s e t u p o n i t .

H . T h e n y o u w e r e o n e o f t h e ' f o u n d i n g f a t h e r s , ' s o t o s p e a k .

D . Ye s , I w a s o n e o f t h e fi r s t o n e s i n i t . T h e r e w a s p r o b a b l y

fi f t e e n o r t w e n t y p e o p l e f r o m t h i s a r e a a n d s u r r o u n d i n g

a r e a , f a i r l y c l o s e , t h a t w e r e i n i t o n t h e s t a r t ,

H . W h e r e d i d t h e o t h e r s c o m e f r o m , D e l ?

D . W e l l , t h e y w e r e f r o m w e s t Te x a s , s o u t h Te x a s , s o m e ( o n e o r

two) from New York, from Pennsylvania. They were scattered
f r o m a l l o v e r t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s .

H . J u s t c a m e i n t o d o t h e i r p a t r i o t i c d u t y , s o t o s p e a k .

D . R i g h t . B y t h i s t i m e t h e C A P w a s g e t t i n g p r e t t y w e l l
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pub l i c i zed whe re peop le knew wha t i t was and t hey wou ld go

t o t h e s e a i r p o r t s a n d t a l k t o p e o p l e t h a t h a d a v a i l a b l e

a i r c r a f t t h a t c o u l d b e u s e d f o r t h i s t y p e o f w o r k .

T h e y w o u l d g e t t h e m t o c o n s i g n a n a i r p l a n e t o o u r o p e r a t i o n

a n d t h e m c o m e d o w n w i t h i t o r i f i t w a s n ' t p o s s i b l e f o r t h e m

t o c o m e d o w n i f t h e r e w a s a n y w a y t h a t w e c o u l d f a i r l y

d e c e n t a i r p l a n e s t o fl y ,

H . N o w y o u p u t y o u r W a c o i n t h e p o o l , s o t o s p e a k , t h e n . R i g h t ?

D . Y e s . I t w a s o n e o f t h e fi r s t o n e s t o g o i n . ( p a u s e )

H . G o a h e a d . Y o u ' r e d o i n g fi n e !

D . I t w a s n ' t t o o l o n g a f t e r w e g o t s t a r t e d d o w n h e r e t h a t w e

h a d a h u r r i c a n e c o m e i n . H a d 8 0 t o 8 5 m i l e w i n d s a n d w e

h a d a p r e t t y g o o d w a r n i n g o n w h a t t o e x p e c t a n d h a d a l l t h e

s h i p s t i e d d o w n o u t o n t h e fi e l d a n d h a d t h e m k i n d o f

s c a t t e r e d o u t a n d s e p a r a t e d . W e d i d n ' t l o s e a n y o f t h e m .

Made that storm in good shape. So we were kind of patting

o u r s e l v e s o n t h e b a c k a b o u t t h a t a n d a b o u t a w e e k o r t e n

d a y s l a t e r h a d a n o t h e r s t o r m c o m i n g . W e d e c i d e d w e ' d b e t t e r

no t c rowd our l uck too much and move these a i rp lanes away

f r o m h e r e . R i g h t o f f o f t h e c o a s t . To R a n d o l p h F i e l d .

W e fl e w a b o u t t e n t o fi f t e e n a i r p l a n e s t o R a n d o l p h F i e l d .

S o m e o f t h e m w e r e p u t i n t o h a n g a r s a t M u n i c i p a l A i r p o r t .

A n d o f c o u r s e s o m e o f t h e m w e d i d n ' t h a v e p i l o t s f o r a n d

t h e y h a d t o b e t i e d d o w n o n t h e fi e l d . W e g o t u p t h e r e a n d

s p e n t o n e d a y, m a d e i t p r e t t y g o o d a n d t h e n e x t d a y t h a t
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s t o r m h i t r i g h t a b o u t w h e r e w e w e r e .

H . I t m o v e d o v e r t o A n t o n i o i n s t e a d o f c o m i n g i n h e r e ,

( l a u g h t e r )

D . I l o s t m y W a c o . I t t o r e l o o s e a n S M 8 A S t e t s o n t h a t w a s

t i e d d o w n p r e t t y c l o s e t o m y a i r p l a n e a n d s o m e o f t h e

p e o p l e u p t h e r e t h a t s a w i t s a i d t h a t i t w e n t u p i n t h e a i r ,

turned over upside down and fel l r ight on top of my airplane.

H . T h a t w a s a t R a n d o l f ?

D . Ye s . W e l o s t a b o u t f o u r o r fi v e a i r p l a n e s i n t h a t s t o r m .

H . D o y o u r e m e m b e r a b o u t w h e n t h a t w a s ? W h a t m o n t h ?

D. I sure don* t remember the da tes on i t . I t p robab ly was in

Augus t o r Sep tembe r, somewhe res a l ong i n t he re .

H . D o y o u r e c a l l t h e fi r s t p a t r o l fl i g h t t h a t w e n t o u t o f

B e a u m o n t ?

D . N o . I d o n * t k n o w e x a c t l y w h i c h w a s t h e fi r s t o n e , b u t I

t h i n k t h a t B i l l C a s s o n i n h i s ( S t a g g e r W i n g B e a c h )

w a s p r o b a b l y t h e fi r s t o n e t o g o o u t o n p a t r o l . A n d I d o n ' t

r e c a l l w h i c h a i r p l a n e w e n t w i t h h i m .

H . Yo u r fi r s t fl i g h t w a s J u l y 7 , 1 9 4 - 2 . A n d y o u s a y y o u t h i n k

t h a t w a s B i l l C a s s o n a n d

D . I * m f a i r l y s u r e t h a t w a s B i l l C a s s o n . H e w a s w i t h

MacDermot t O i l Company f rom San Anton io .
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H , W a s i t h i s p l a n e o r M a c D e r m o t t * s ?

D . I t w a s M a c D e r m o t t * s a i r p l a n e . B u t h e h a d b e e n fl y i n g f o r

t h e m f o r y e a r s . H e w a s t h e i r p i l o t a n d t h e y a s s i g n e d h i m

a n d t h e a i r c r a f t b o t h t o o u r b a s e . H e l p i n g o u t .

H . B a c k t o y o u r s i t u a t i o n , D e l , a n d y o u r g e t t i n g i n v o l v e d i n

B a s e 1 0 ; Yo u j u s t q u i t y o u r c i v i l i a n j o b a n d m o v e d i n o u t

t h e r e f u l l t i m e o r h o w d i d y o u h a n d l e t h a t ?

D . Ye s . I fi n a l l y j u s t g o t a l e a v e o f a b s e n c e , m o r e o r l e s s

f r o m m y r e g u l a r j o b a n d o f c o u r s e w e d i d n ' t h a v e t o o m u c h

i n c o m e , o t h e r t h a n w e m a d e a l i t t l e o f f o f t h e a i r p l a n e s ,

y o u k n o w, a n d g o t a s m a l l p e r d i e m w h i c h d i d n ' t d o t o o w e l l

o n c a r r y i n g y o u v e r y f a r . A f t e r I l o s t t h e W a c o , I h a d

s o m e m o r e p l a n e s o n t h e b a s e t h a t p e o p l e w e r e n ' t g o i n g t o

t a k e , f r o m W i c h i t a F a l l s a n d I b o u g h t a j i o t h e r W a c o f r o m a

man by the name o f Weisman f rom Wich i ta Pa l ls and got back

i n t o t h e fl y i n g b u s i n e s s .

H . D i d t h e i n s u r a n c e c o m p a n y p a y y o u f o r t h e Wa c o o r . . .

D . I t w a s p a i d f o r , b u t d i d n ' t h a v e n e a r e n o u g h m o n e y o n i t .

I l e a r n e d a l e s s o n o n t h e fi r s t o n e o n h o w m u c h t o i n s u r e

i t f o r . B y t h e t i m e y o u b u y a n a i r p l a n e a n d p u t i n s t r u m e n t s

i n i t , r a d i o e q u i p m e n t a n d a l l t h a t s t u f f , y o u d o n ' t

r e l i z e h o w m u c h m o n e y y o u a c t u a l l y h a v e i n i t , u n t i l y o u

s i t d o w n a n d h a v e t o s t a r t fi g u r i n g i t u p .

H . S o y o u g o t y o u r s e l f a n o t h e r Wa c o a n d s t a y e d o n . Yo u w e r e
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f u l l t i m e . Yo u d i d n * t h a v e a n o t h e r j o b o n t h e s i d e ?

D . N o . I d i d n ' t h a v e a n y o t h e r o u t s i d e j o b . N o .

H . W h e r e d i d y o u l i v e a t t h e t i m e ?

D . I w a s l i v i n g w i t h m y m o t h e r a n d d a d a t h o m e . W e l i v e d i n

B e a u m o n t . A t t h a t t i m e I w a s s t a y i n g w i t h t h e m u n t i l I

m a r r i e d .

H . S o y o u m a r r i e d M a v i s a f t e r s h e c a m e d o w n h e r e t o w o r k a t

the base and you were a t the base a l so?

D . Ye s . A n d I m a r r i e d h e r a n d w e o p e n e d w h e n ? I n J u l y ,

o r J u n e ?

H . J u n e . W e l l , J u n e a n d y o u s t a r t e d fl y i n g i n J u l y .

D . Ye s . A n d I m a r r i e d h e r i n N o v e m b e r . I g o t l e a v e o f

absence f rom the base and we wen t t o Mex i co C i t y f o r ou r

honeymoon . Were gone abou t two weeks . Came back , and go t

b a c k i n t o i t . I w a s g o i n g o n a m i s s i o n t o p i c k u p a n

a i r p l a n e i n F o r t W o r t h a n d i t j u s t h a p p e n e d t h a t J o h n

Henry Dean and Dean Ward were on a leave for a few days and

I w a s g o i n g t o h i t c h a r i d e w i t h t h e m t o F o r t W o r t h t o

b r i n g t h i s a i r p l a n e b a c k , b e i n g a s s i g n e d t o t h e b a s e .

S o t h e w e a t h e r w a s b a d w h e n w e l e f t B e a u m o n t . N o t b a d

e n o u g h t o k e e p u s f r o m fl y i n g , b u t v i s i b i l i t y w a s p r e t t y

b a d . W h e n w e g o t h a l f w a y u p t o F o r t W o r t h a l i t t l e b e t t e r ,

c a m e t o a l i t t l e t o w n a n d J o h n H e n r y D e a n d i o e i d e d h e * d d r o p
d e c ^ Q c? o
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d o w n a l i t t l e l o w e r a n d c h e c k t h e r e a d i n g o n a w a t e r t o w e r

t o s e e w h e r e h e w a s e x a c t l y . A n d t h a t w a s ( M e x i a ? )

T e x a s . A n d a f t e r w e r e a d t h e w a t e r t o w e r h e m a d e a

c l i m b i n g s h o r t t u r n t o g e t b a c k o n c o u r s e t o g o t o P o r t

W o r t h a n d h e p u l l e d t h a t a i r p l a n e u p t o o t i g h t . I t w a s

o v e r l o a d e d w i t h t h r e e o f u s i n i t a n d o u r b a g g a g e , t o o .

I t w e n t i n t o a h i g h s p e e d . I t s p u n o v e r t h e

t o p a n d h e a d e d s t r a i g h t d o w n i m m e d i a t e l y w i t h f u l l p o w e r .

I * d s a y m a y b e 4 0 0 f t . A n d h e d i d m a n a g e t o g e t i t o u t o f

t h e s p i n j u s t i n t i m e t o l e v e l o f f a n d h i t a b u n c h o f t r e e s .

F l e w t h r o u g h t h e s e t r e e s , . . . a n d o f c o u r s e i t t o o k o f f a l l

t h e w i n g s a n d t a i l s e c t i o n o f f t h e a i r p l a n e . A n d i t w e n t

o v e r o n o n e s i d e a n d l a n d e d i n a l u m b e r y a r d , i n d o w n to w n

M e x i a . S o I w a s p r e t t y w e l l s t u n n e d , b u t s t i l l c o n s c i o u s

t h e w h o l e t i m e a n d I w a s t r y i n g t o g e t o u t o f t h e a i r p l a n e .

T h e b a c k s e a t w h e r e I w a s s i t t i n g w a s t h e o n l y p l a c e o n t h e r e

t h a t w a s n ' t t o r n u p . T h e r e w a s s o m e p e o p l e t h e r e i m m e d i a t e l y.

C o u r s e a l l t h e y h a d t o d o w a s c o m e i n o f f o f t h e s i d e w a l k s

o r s t r e e t a n d h e l p m e o u t o f t h e a i r p l a n e .

H . T h a t h a p p e n e d t h e n i n t h e d a y t i m e ?

D . O h y e a h . S o I k n e w t h a t t h e p i l o t a n d t h e c o - p i l o t i n t h e

f r o n t I c o u l d s e e w h a t h a p p e n e d t o t h e a i r p l a n e , I

knew t ha t t he re was no way t ha t t hey cou ld be saved .

H . D i d y o u h a v e a fi r e o r a n y t h i n g ?

D . N o fi r e . V e r y f o r t u n a t e . S o t h e y t o o k m e t o t h e h o s p i t a l
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hours to maybe three and a half hours. Two airplanes would

always go on the same mission in case something happened to
one of them, maybe the other one could be of some assistance,

t o r a d i o i n l o c a t i o n r e p o r t s a n d s t u f f o f t h a t k i n d w h e r e

i t w o u l d h e l p i f n e e d e d .

H . N o w y o u r c r a s h a t M e x i a w a s , f r o m l o o k i n g a t t h e r e c o r d s

o n i t , a b o u t t h e 1 6 t h o f N o v e m b e r o f * 4 2 . N o w a w e e k b e f o r e

that you had a crash down here at Beaumont where you lost

t w o p i l o t s a l s o , d i d n * t y o u ?

D . I d o n ' t r e m e m b e r t h e d a t e o n t h a t c r a s h .

H . N o v e m b e r 11 , a c t u a l l y , o n A r m i s t i c e D a y o f ' 4 2 .

D . W e h a d C o l m a n Ta y l o r , a n d Ta y l o r h a d , I t h i n k i t w a s h i s

fi r s t d a y o n t h e b a s e . . . . w i t h h i s a i r p l a n e t h e a i r p l a n e

was checked over a t the hangar and every th ing seemed to be

i n g o o d s h a p e , q u a l i fi e d f o r o f f s h o r e p a t r o l . T h e y w e n t o u t

o n a m i s s i o n a n d s o m e t h i n g h a p p e n e d t o t h e e n g i n e . F r o m t h e

r e p o r t s , i t m i g h t h a v e b e e n a c r a n k s h a f t t h a t b r o k e i n a

R a n g e r E n g i n e .

H . T h a t w a s a f a i r l y c o m m o n p r o b l e m w i t h R a n g e r s , w a s n ' t i t ?

D . W e l l , t h a t w a s o n e o f t h e p r o b l e m s . T h e y k i n d o f s u s p e c t e d

t h a t t h a t m i g h t h a v e b e e n w h a t p u t t h e m d o w n . O f c o u r s e

t h e y h a d a p o s i t i o n r e p o r t o n t h e m r i g h t a w a y.

H . W h o w a s fl y i n g c o v e r f o r t h e m , d o y o u r e c a l l ?
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D , D o n ' t r e m e m b e r w h o w a s w i t h t h e m . T h e y i m m e d i a t e l y s e n t

t h e S i k o r s k y o u t t o s e e w h a t t h e y c o u l d d o a b o u t p i c k i n g

t h e m u p . T h e w e a t h e r w a s p r e t t y w i n d y a n d n o t r e a l b a d

w e a t h e r , b u t i t w a s w i n d y a n d k i n d o f s t o r m y . V i s i b i l i t y

w a s n ' t t o o b a d , b u t t h e w a v e s w e r e p r o b a b l y 1 2 t o 1 4 f e e t h i g h .

J . K . W e s t a n d W i m p y N e a l i n t h e S i k o r s k y l o c a t e d t h e m

w i t h o u t a n y t r o u b l e f r o m t h e o t h e r a i r p l a n e t h a t w a s

h o l d i n g a p o s i t i o n o n t h e m . A n d t h e y w e n t i n t o l a n d i n

a t r o u g h a s c l o s e t o t h e m a s t h e y c o u l d g e t . T h e y g o t

w i t h i n a b o u t o n e h u n d r e d y a r d s o f t h e m . B u t u p o n l a n d i n g

t h e y k n o c k e d o n e o f t h e p o n t o o n s o f f o n e w i n g a n d t h a t w i n g

g o t d o w n i n t h e w a t e r . B y t h i s t i m e t h e y h a d t h e C o a s t

G - u a r d o u t o f . . . . I ' m n o t s u r e w h e t h e r i t w a s C a m e r o n o r

w h e r e t h e C o a s t G u a r d c a m e f r o m . I t h i n k i t w a s C a m e r o n .

T h e y h a d t o c a l l f o r v o l u n t e e r s t o g o o u t o n t h e C o a s t

G u a r d b o a t o n a c c o u n t o f t h e r o u g h w e a t h e r. A n y h o w t h e y

g o t t h e c r e w t o g e t h e r o n t h e b o a t a n d g o t o u t t h e r e i n

t i m e t o p i c k u p J . K . W e s t a n d W i m p y N e a l w h i c h b y t h i s

t ime was sepa ra ted qu i t e a ways f r om Co rm and Tay lo r.

T h e y d i d p i c k u p a l l o f t h e m . A f t e r t h e y h a d t h e m a l l

p i c k e d u p t h e y h o o k e d o n t o t h e S i k o r s k y a n d w e r e g o i n g t o

t o w i t i n . I n p i c k i n g u p C o r m a n d Ta y l o r , o n e o f t h e m h a d

a l r e a d y d i e d f r o m e x p o s u r e w h i c h w a s a r o u n d f o u r h o u r s ,

I g u e s s , t h a t t h e y w e r e i n t h a t c o l d w a t e r . T h e o t h e r o n e

d i e d a b o u t t h e t i m e t h e y g o t i n t o C a m e r o n w i t h h i m .

I n t o w i n g i n t h e S i k o r s k y , t h e y t o w e d i t a l i t t l e w a y s ,

t h e n i t w e n t d o w n a n d t h e y h a d t o c u t l o o s e f r o m i t .
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H , S o t h a t w a s t h e e n d o f t h e S p i r i t o f A f r i c a .

D . T h a t w a s i t ,

H , H o w d i d t h a t a i r p l a n e c o m e t o g e t d o w n h e r e , b y t h e w a y ?

D . I d o n ' t r e m e m b e r t h a t e x a c t l y . S o m e b o d y, , , , H a d a w a y,

p robab l y, knew who had i t and we we re on t he l ookou t f o r a

d u c k f o r r e s c u e w o r k a n d h e p r o b a b l y p r o m o t e d i t f r o m

s o m e b o d y,

H , H e p r o m o t e d i t ! I w a s j u s t c u r i o u s . T h a t w a s a n h i s t o r i c

a i r p l a n e . T h e Ta y l o r - C o r n t h i n g w a s j u s t o n e o f t h o s e

t r a g e d i e s w h e r e t h e w e a t h e r w a s t o o b a d b e c a u s e a p p a r e n t l y

y o u a l l k n e w w h e r e i t w a s ,

D , Ye s , H a d t h e w e a t h e r n o t b e e n s o c o l d , t h e w a t e r s o c o l d ,

t h e y w o u l d h a v e m a d e i t a l l r i g h t ,

H , T h a t ' s o n e o f t h e a m a z i n g t h i n g s a b o u t t h i s w h o l e p r o p o s i t i o n :

T h e s u r v i v a b i l i t y r a t e o f t h o s e c r a s h e s a t s e a w a s s o m e w h e r e

a b o u t 8 3 ? ^ , w h i c h y o u n o r m a l l y w o u l d n ' t t h i n k y o u c o u l d

s u r v i v e t h a t r e a d i l y o u t t h e r e ,

D , We l l , the o ther a i rp lane (we los t two more a i rp lanes) tha t

wen t down and we d idn ' t have tha t p rob lem because the

w e a t h e r w a s n ' t s o c o l d . T h e y w e r e p i c k e d u p b y t h e C o a s t

G u a r d a f t e r s e v e r a l h o u r s w i t h o u t a n y p r o b l e m s ,

H , D o y o u r e c a l l a n y s p e c i fi c s o f t h o s e t w o c r a s h e s ?
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D . O n e o f t h e m w a s C h a r l i e K e h o e , I d o n ' t r e c a l l w h o w a s h i s

o b s e r v e r . T h e y w e r e o u t a r o u n d t h e 1 8 m i l e l i g h t o f f

f r o m S a b i n e , H a d s u i e n g i n e f a i l u r e a n d h a d t o s e t a Wa c o

d o w n . T h e y w e r e b o t h p i c k e d u p w i t h i n t w o t o t h r e e h o u r s

a n d d i d n ' t s u f f e r a n y d a m a g e s f r o m t h e i r e x p e r i e n c e s .

T h e n w e h a d S u m n e r E v a n s a n d h i s o b s e r v e r w h o w a s n a m e d

Winnfield. Were down off f rom High Is land, They were out

about 20 miles from High Island, They went down one

e v e n i n g . I t w a s q u i t e a b i t a f t e r d a r k b e f o r e t h e C o a s t

G-uard could locate them and pick them up. They didn't

s u f f e r a n y p h y s i c a l d a m a g e ,

H , T h e y w e r e l u c k y g e t t i n g p i c k e d u p a f t e r d a r k ,

D , Y e s ,

H , What d id you a l l car ry fo r surv iva l equ ipment , De l?

Just a Mae West or something?

D , Jus t a Mae Wes t , Eve rybody had t o wea r a Mae Wes t be fo re

they would leave, get to the water. Other than that, we had -

d y e m a r k e r s t h a t c o l o r e d t h e w a t e r . B u t o t h e r t h a n t h a t w e

d i d n ' t h a v e m u c h p r o t e c t i o n .

H . H o w a b o u t fl a r e s o r fl a s h l i g h t s ?

T h e y g o t r e s c u e d a f t e r d a r k a n d t h e y w e r e r e a l f o r t u n a t e .

There were on ly two o ther cases where peop le went down

a t s e a ?

D , Ye s , W e l l , w e l o s t a n a i r p l a n e i n t h e s u r f . A n d o n t h e b e a c h .
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B u t t h a t w a s t h e o n l y t v / o t h a t w e n t d o w n o n p a t r o l o f f s h o r e .

H . ^ r f h e r e * d y o u l o s e t h e m i n t h e s u r f ?

D. Well, one of them was down around Cameron. It landed on the

beach and was p i ck ing up some ba les o f rubber tha t had

fl o a t e d i n o f f a s u n k e n s h i p . T h e r e w a s a l l k i n d o f d e b r i s

o n t h e b e a c h m o s t o f t h e t i m e . M o s t a l l o f t h e p i l o t s

w o u l d l o v e t h a t b e a c h p a t r o l , j u s t t o s e e w h a t a l l t h a t

w a s t h e r e .

H . N a t u r a l s c r o u n g e r s , h u h ?

D . T h a t ' s a b o u t r i g h t . H e h a d o v e r l o a d e d h i s a i r p l a n e w i t h

b a l e s o f r u b b e r . T r i e d t o t a k e o f f a n d h e g o t i n t o t h e

w a t e r . H e h a d h i s w h e e l s i n t o t h e w a t e r s o m e w a y o r a n o t h e r

a n d c o u l d n ' t m a k e i t . I t g o t a w a y f r o m h i m , w e n t o v e r o n

h i s b a c k .

H . ' * V h o w a s t h a t , D e l ?

D . T h a t w a s J o h n L . P i t c h . T h e o t h e r o n e h a p p e n e d d o w n

b e t w e e n H i g h I s l a n d a n d G i l c r e s t . T h e y h a d l a n d e d o n t h e

b e a c h f o r I d o n ' t k n o w w h a t r e a s o n . B u t o n t a k e o f f t h e y h a d

a r e a l s t r o n g n o r t h w i n d . W i n d p u t t h e m i n t h e w a t e r , a n d

a f t e r h e g o t h i s w h e e l s i n t h e w a t e r h e d i d n ' t h a v e m u c h

c h a n c e o f t a k i n g o f f . S o i t w e n t o v e r o n i t s b a c k .

P r o b a b l y i n o n e t o t w o f e e t o f w a t e r . W e l o s t t w o

a i r p l a n e s o n t h a t .
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H. Were those airplanes totalled out or did you, did somebody,

g o d o w n a n d g e t t h e m ?

D. One of them was repaired. Oh, yeah, the airplanes were

d i s m a n t l e d a n d b r o u g h t b a c k i n t o t h e b a s e ,

H . D i d y o u g e t t h e m w i t h a b o a t ?

D. Well, v/e didn't have to have a boat, because the water

w a s n ' t t h a t d e e p .

H. Well, you were on the beach. Did you go down and get them?

D, No. I wasn ' t invo lved on p ick ing them up. We sent a motor

truck with somebody with a float on it...you know, big

enough to haul something l ike that, and sent some of the

boys off the base down there wi th i t . Sent the mechanics.

They would dismantle it and load it up and bring it back
i n t o B e a u m o n t .

H. One of these beach crashes (I haven't been able to find out

from you all which one it was) the official Army records

read that it was in connection with a search for a missing
bomber that had crashed down around Cameron. That was actually
southeast of Mud Lake. Somebody landed on the beach, quote,

to do i t , and fl ipped an a i rp lane a t t ha t t ime .

I don't have the specific date reference on that particular

t h i n g .

D . I d o n ' t r e c a l l t h a t o n e .
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H . I c a n p r o b a b l y fi n d i t i n j u s t a m i n u t e . W h y d o n ' t y o u

just keep on talking and tell me what went on unti l we get
t h a t . N o w y o u h a d a l i t t l e i n c i d e n t . . . . y o u a n d H e r m a n h a d

a n i n c i d e n t a t H i g h I s l a n d y o u r s e l f , d i d n ' t y o u ?

D . Y e s , W e l l , w e w e r e n o t a c t u a l l y a t H i g h I s l a n d . W e w e r e

a t G i l c r e s t . ' v / h a t h a d h a p p e n e d i s t h a t t h e y h a d a n

SM8A S te t son go down i n t he marsh . He l anded on a r i dge .

H a d e n g i n e t r o u b l e . H e d i d n ' t h u r t t h e a i r p l a n e o n l a n d i n g .

So my miss ion was to take a mechan ic down there to work

o n t h e a i r p l a n e . W e d r o p p e d t h e m o f f . W e l a n d e d i n t h e r e

b e s i d e w h e r e t h e S t e t s o n h a d l a n d e d , a n d d r o p p e d t h e

m e c h a n i c o f f w i t h o n l y a f e w m i l e s o v e r t o G i l c r e s t w h e r e

t h e y h a d a l a n d i n g s t r i p r i g h t b e s i d e t h e r o a d . H a d n ' t b e e n

d o w n t h e r e i n a y e a r o r t w o o n t h i s l a n d i n g s t r i p , b u t e v e r y

now and then somebody wou ld l and the re . We were go ing to

g o g e t s o m e t h i n g f o r t h e m t o e a t , f o r t h a t c r e w w o r k i n g

d o w n t h e r e i n t h e m a r s h . S o I d r u g t h i s s t r i p o v e r a n d i t

l o o k e d r e a l g o o d . I m a d e t w o p a s s e s a t t h i s l a n d i n g s t r i p .

I t l o o k e d r e a l g o o d , s o I t u r n e d a r o u n d a n d c a m e b a c k i n

a n d l a n d e d . I h a d H e r m a n C o l l w i t h m e . We w e r e d o i n g

r e a l g o o d . M a d e a g o o d l a n d i n g . G o t s l o w i n g d o w n t o

a b o u t b e t w e e n 1 5 a n d 2 0 m i l e s a n h o u r , a n d o n e w h e e l w e n t

i n s o m e l o o s e s a n d o n a w a s h t h a t t h e y h a d fi l l e d i n .

T h e a i r p l a n e s t o o d u p o n i t s n o s e a n d a l m o s t b a l a n c e d a n d

t h e n w e n t o v e r o n i t s b a c k . W e w e r e u n i n j u r e d . O f c o u r s e

we had to ca l l in and get somebody to come down and get us
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f r o m t h e b a s e ,

H, How*d they come get you? They flew in?

D. No. They sent a station wagon down to pick us up.

H. Whose a i rp lane? Was tha t your a i rp lane tha t tha t

h a p p e n e d i n ? O r s o m e b o d y e l s e * s ?

D. Yes. That was my airplane. When they got down, we

righted the airplane and had one cracked spar and the

cowling was bent a little bit. There really wasn't much

d a m a g e t o t h e a i r p l a n e c a u s e i n t h a t s o f t s a n d i t w e n t

o v e r r e a l e a s y.

H . H o w a b o u t t h e p r o p ?

D. It didn't hurt the prop. We were just lucky the prop was

(I guess) crossways when it went over.

H. And they didn't worry about all those things like slips
and stops on the engines in that time, did they?

D. So that a i rp lane was repaired wi thout much t rouble and

p u t b a c k i n t o s e r v i c e .

H. Did you fly it out of there after you repaired it down

there or d id you carry i t back?

D. No. No, we had to dismantle it and bring it in on account

o f t h e c r a c k e d s p a r .
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H . B a c k t o t h e c r a s h o n t h e b e a c h ( u n c l e a r )

i t was your a i rp lane, Number 10-23. I don' t know the type

o f a i rp lane i t was ,o r any th ing e l se ,

D . I t w a s 1 0 - 0 7 .

H . 10 -07? And th is was lH February o f *43 . No . The one tha t

I was talking about that crashed on the beach landing by

a b o m b e r .

(pause)
Yo u r a i r p l a n e w a s 1 0 - 0 7 . T h i s o n e i n t h e r e c o r d w a s

D. Oh. No, I don't remember the number on that airplane.

I t w a s a S t e t s o n .

H . O k a y. T h i s o n e s a i d 1 0 - 2 3 w a s l o s t o n l a n d n e a r

w h i l e a t t e m p t i n g t o l a n d o n t h e b e a c h i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h

a sighted crashed bomber. It was just a typical log entry

l i ke t he one I gave you l as t n igh t . And i t sa id i t c rashed

on the beach and burned. Do you recall anything of

t h a t n a t u r e ?

D. I sure don't. That could have been a Grand Isle airplane.

H. Not with a 10. Not with a 10-something. That would 'l^ve

been yours. It would have been a 9-something. Well, it's

just one of those things. Again, a lot of my source of
information is those Army records like I showed you last

night. Most of the time they're pretty good, but they -
l ike everything else - somebody makes a mistake in those too.
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So you and Herman mos t l y hu r t you r p r i de .

D . Tha t was the ma in p rob lem, ( l augh te r )

W e w e r e b a c k i n t h e a i r b e f o r e t o o l o n g .

H . W h e n y o u s a i d a f t e r y o u r c r a s h e d , y o u w e r e t h e

eng inee r i ng o f fice r f o r awh i l e . D id you s tay t ha t way o r
d id you just do i t for awhi le and then went back to fly ing

f u l l t i m e ?

D . N o , I w a s p r e t t y w e l l h u n g w i t h t h a t j o b b e c a u s e n o o n e

e l s e w a n t e d i t . I w a s m o r e o r l e s s a s s i g n e d t o i t a n d n o

w a y I c o u l d s h a k e l o o s e f r o m i t . B u t I d i d m a k e s o m e

m i s s i o n s a f t e r m y l e g g o t t o w h e r e I c o u l d fl y a g a i n .

N o t l i k e I w o u l d h a v e i f I h a d n ' t b e e n i n e n g i n e e r i n g .

H . Ye s , * c a u s e t h a t k e p t y o u p r e t t y b u s y, I i m a g i n e .

D . E v e r y n o w a n d t h e n I w o u l d m a k e a t r i p .

H . w a s y o u r t o t a l t i m e fl y i n g ? D o y o u r e m e m b e r , o u t

t h e r e ? H o w m a n y h o u r s d i d y o u fl y ?

D . O n t h e b a s e ? I d o n ' t r e m e m b e r e x a c t l y . P r o b a b l y w a s

a r o u n d 1 5 0 0 t o 2 0 0 0 h o u r s t o t a l t i m e .

H . D i d t h e y g i v e y o u a n a i r m e d a l f o r i t o r n o t ?

D . N o .

H . T h e y d i d n ' t g i v e y o u a m e d a l .

D . N o .
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D. On lo ts o f days there we*d fly seven, e ight hours .

Sometimes more than that. Make two missions, or three.

We were short of airplanes. Then there was quite a few

courier trips away from our base for business purposes.

Procuring things from Houston, San Antonio, or taking some
o f t h e o f fi c i a l s t o d i f f e r e n t l o c a t i o n s .

H. While you were out there doing your searches and convoy duty
and things of that nature, did you ever spot any submarines

o r a n y t h i n g o f t h a t n a t u r e ?

D . Pe rsona l l y, I d i dn ' t eve r see any myse l f .

H. Do you recall any pilots' stories about seeing them?

D. Yes, some of the other pilots had reported sighting.

H. Did any of them drop bombs on them that you know of?

D. No, but they never had any bombs to drop at the time

that they saw the subs. We would cal l into the base and

the base would call Galveston and they would send PBYs out

and drop depth charges or bombs or whatever they were

going to do. After we had our planes armed with depth

charges and bombs, I don't recall of any more sightings
o f s u b s .

H. At the time what did your airplane carry? Did it carry a
bomb or a depth charge?

D . D e p t h c h a r g e .
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H . * C a u s e y o u h a d a b i g g e r a i r p l a n e t h a t c o u l d c a r r y t h a t . , . ,

w h a t ? 3 5 0 p o u n d s ?

D . 3 5 0 p o u n d d e p t h c h a r g e .

H . S o y o u c o u l d c a r r y o n e . Y o u d i d n ' t h a v e t o s e t t l e f o r a

l i t t l e h u n d r e d p o u n d e r .

D . L i k e I m e n t i o n e d b e f o r e , w h e n y o u h a d t h a t d e p t h c h a r g e

h o o k e d o n y o u d i d n ' t h a v e b u t a b o u t 3 t o 4 i n c h e s o f g r o u n d

c l e a r a n c e a n d y o u w o u l d r e a l l y m a k e s o m e r e a l s m o o t h l a n d i n g s .

H. How about your takeoffs? They were pre t ty long, I imagine,

when you had tha t much we igh t on i t .

D . N o . W e l l , o n a W a c o i t d o e s n ' t m a k e m u c h d i f f e r e n c e w h a t

y o u p u t o n i t .

H . A l o t o f l e f t o v e r p o w e r .

D . T h e y w o u l d a l m o s t fl y u p o u t o f a w e l l . H a d a l o t o f l i f t .

H a d a s h o r t t a k e o f f .

H . T h a t w a s a g o o d G . i r p l a n e f o r t h a t .

D . One t ime ( ta lk ing about the shor t takeo f fs and a lo t o f

lift) we had a Stetson Voyager go down in a pasture area
at Cameron, Louisiana. A couple of pretty good size men

i n i t a n d a l l t h e i r g e a r f o r p a t r o l , b u t t h e y m a d e i t i n t o

t h e b e a c h o f f o f p a t r o l a n d h a d t o l a n d a t C a m e r o n w i t h

e n g i n e t r o u b l e . T h e y l a n d e d i n a l i t t l e fi e l d t h e r e t h a t

2 3



iz

XT'® SA'BH XT'® no:^ PTQ! odn r).8s XX^AV iCq.q.0jd

%T •jxssq.T asBq aqq. q.TioqB 0xq.q.TX b iiXBq. s,q.afi

iqnq 'aiaqq. jo q.Tio su'BTq.STJciio ep^w *H

•axqTssod
SB/A q.Bqq. aAajxeq q.,upTp iCaqj -mouji ^o£ 'iCsBa sb q.snp dn

q-T paxxT^d q.snp uaqq. puB saajq. aqq. oq. q.q9TJC ubj i
9^TI iCiJ PXtiom q.Bqq. auBxdJTB ub 'iCxQ-uapxAa 'ut uaaq jlqaqu

PiiCaqq. asuBo 'q.T a^̂BOi px̂oo xioJi iCBw ou sbm ajaqq. Aau>t iCaqi
(j:aq.qSnBx) juado joop aqq. q.o3 aABq pxnoo

9̂Uq- JT q-tio padumC aABq pxrio/A siCnS asaqq. puB 'pxaTJ sxqq.
JO Ji-etfi q.a:oqs aqq. q.rio papBaq puB asoox saĵq aqq. paujnq.
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you needed or what?

D. We had everything that we needed, almost, ' \Vhat we didn't

have, well, we had some pretty good people there that could

get it for us. Major Hadaway was one of them that was a
rea l good p romote r on any th ing we needed ,

H , W h e n y o u w e r e n ' t fl y i n g , w h a t d i d y o u d o ? G o t o c l a s s o r

s o m e t h i n g l i k e t h a t ?

D , W e l l , t h e y h a d t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m s o n n a v i g a t i o n a n d

m e t e o r o l o g y a n d c a l i s t h e n i c s , t h i n g s o f t h a t k i n d ,

H , W h o r a n t h o s e ? T h e A r m y, o r d i d y o u a l l r u n t h e m f o r

y o u r s e l v e s ?

U , N o , W e r a n t h e m o u r s e l v e s . W e h a d s o m e p e r s o n n e l t h a t

w a s q u a l i fi e d t o d o a l m o s t a n y t h i n g t h a t y o u w a n t e d d o n e .

I t w a s o n e o f t h e t h i n g s a b o u t G A P. Yo u h a d s o m e b o d y f r o m

e v e r y w a l k o f l i f e a l m o s t t h a t y o u c o u l d t h i n k o f . S o m e

o f t h e m w e r e A r m y, N a v y, b u s i n e s s p e o p l e , b a n k e r s , m e c h a n i c s ,

j u s t a b o u t a n y t h i n g t h a t y o u n e e d e d . W e l l , y o u c o u l d p u l l

t h e m o u t o f t h e p e o p l e t h a t w e h a d t h e r e .

H . Y o u r m e c h a n i c s o u t h e r e w e r e t h e y a i r c r a f t m e c h a n i c s

o r w e r e t h e y a n y k i n d o f m e c h a n i c t h a t y o u c o u l d g e t ?

D , N o . T h e y w e r e a i r c r a f t m e c h a n i c s ,

H, 'Cause Grand Is land, for example, had to get by wi th a lot

o f a u t o m o b i l e m e c h a n i c s .
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D, We were fortunate to have some real good aircraft

mechanics that promoted f rom di fferent p laces.

H. The big Indian boy was one of them that you mentioned
l a s t n i g h t .

D. Oh, yeah. He was an aircraft man, mostly on covering
a i r p l a n e s .

H. I imagine that was a problem down here in this part of the
country. You had to recover them once in awhile.

D. Well, the base, really, on our operation, if you had good
cover when it started, you know, we weren't here long
enough for the cover to go bad on them unless it were

damaged some way or another.

H. Who was it that had an airplane tihey called the "circus wagon?"

D. That was Doc Connor. He was a dentist from Dallas. It was

painted pretty loud. They called it the circus wagon.

H. It wasn't patched up. It was just painted up?

D. Yes. I t was just painted up. Kind of loud colors.

H. That was h is ind iv idual i ty.

How about your food and stuff like that? Did you all have
a m e s s h a l l o r a c a n t e e n ?

D. We had a canteen and were fortunate to have some real good
cooks and they always had good meals three times a day or
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a n y t h i n g y o u n e e d e d a l m o s t a n y t i m e o f t h e d a y.

H . D id you ch ip i n f o r t ha t o r was i t a fla t f ee?

D . Yo u w o u l d j u s t p a y f o r y o u r m e a l . T h e y w e r e s e t a t

c e r t a i n p r i c e s . Yo u k n o w , j u s t l i k e a r e g u l a r o a f f t .

Yo u * d g o i n , o r d e r w h a t y o u w a n t , a n d p a y f o r i t . K i n d o f

l i k e a r e g u l a r c a f f t .

H . H o w a b o u t r e c r e a t i o n ? D i d y o u a l l h a v e t i m e t o d o a n y

k i n d o f p l a y i n g l i k e s o f t b a l l g a m e s o r a n y t h i n g o f t h a t n a t u r e ?

D . N o . T h e m o s t r e c r e a t i o n t h a t t h e y h a d w a s p l a y e d o n d o m i n o e s

a n d c a r d s .

H . D o m i n o e s a n d c a r d s .

D . Ye a h , ( l a u g h t e r ) A c t u a l l y, t h e y d i d h a v e e n o u g h y o u n g

p e o p l e t h e r e t o p l a y b a s e b a l l a n d t h i n g s o f t h a t k i n d ,

y o u k n o w, b u t m o s t o f t h e p e o p l e h a d a l i t t l e a g e u n d e r

t h e i r b e l t .

H . T h e y d i d n ' t w a n t t o p l a y .

D . N o .

H . H o w a b o u t t h e fi n a n c e s ? D i d y o u g e t p a i d r e g u l a r o r

a n y t h i n g l i k e t h a t ?

D . M o s t o f t h e t i m e w e w o u l d g e t p a i d o n t i m e . E v e r y n o w a n d

t h e n i t w o u l d b e d e l a y e d . B u t i t w o u l d fi n a l l y c o m e t h r o u g h .

H . W h a t d i d y o u g e t p a i d ? $ 8 . 0 0 a d a y o r s o m e t h i n g l i k e t h a t ?
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D , I t h i n k i t w a s w h i t e a n d b l a c k ,

H , W h i t e a n d b l a c k . O k a y. I t w a s n ^ t g o l d a n d b l a c k , l i k e

y o u r s u b m a r i n e p a t c h ? I t w a s w h i t e a n d b l a c k ?

D . I t h i n k i t w a s w h i t e a n d b l a c k .

H . T h e p i c t u r e s y o u l o a n e d m e s h o w s i t a n d i t l o o k s l i k e i t s

white and black to me but somebody mentioned it was gold

a n d b l a c k . I t ' s p r e t t y h a r d t o t e l l .

D . W e l l n o w , i t c o u l d h a v e b e e n . O f c o u r s e I w a s n ' t i n v o l v e d

too much in that parading.

H . Yes , w i t h a bum l eg . . . .

D. Not only that. Even before that. A lot of the guys were

fly ing whi le a l l that was going on. "That was out o f the

g u a r d s a n d t h e b a s e p e r s o n n e l , o p e r a t i o n s a n d m e c h a n i c s .

But they didn't let any of that interfere with the patrol

p a r t o f i t .

H. Your uni form basical ly was an Army-type uni form wi th the

r e d e p a u l e t t e s ?

D . R i g h t .

H . W h i c h y o u l i k e d v e r y m u c h .

D. Well it had quite a bit of confusion about the red epaulettes.

H . N o b o d y w a n t e d t o w e a r t h e m .
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D. They were pretty conspicuous, you knov/. Any place you

u s e d t o g o i n p u b l i c , u s e d t o s t a n d o u t l i k e a s o r e t o e

and not any of the personnel real ly l iked them but they

h a d t o w e a r t h e m .

H . U n t i l t h e y w e r e fi n a l l y a b o l i s h e d .

Go ing on a l i t t le fo rward w i th your exper iences re la tes to
t h i s t h i n g : W h e n y o u c l o s e d d o w n o u t a t B a s e 1 0 I u n d e r s t a n d

some people went to this maritime thing over in New

Orleans. And some of you, l ike yoursel f , went on to

s o m e p l a c e e l s e , d i d n ' t y o u ?

D. Yes, The people with qualified airplanes were assigned to

t o w - t a r g e t b a s e s o u t i n C a l i f o r n i a . S o m e o f t h e m w e n t t o

the East Coast on patrols after the gulf base closed they

w e r e s t i l l i n n e e d o f p a t r o l p l a n e s o n t h e E a s t C o a s t a n d

they were in need of tow-target planes on the West Coast.
I was assigned to a base as San Jose, California, about

50 miles south of San Francisco with a tow-target base.

H. Did you say last n ight that was Tow-Target 7?

D . To w - Ta r g e t N u m b e r 7 .

H. And what did you do there, Del?

D. We l l , we wou ld fly search l i gh t m iss ions a t n igh t ove r

San Francisco and Mare Island, an ammunition dump. We would

fly these miss ions at n ight and we would do s t ra ffing
m i s s i o n s i n t h e d a y t i m e a r o u n d S a n F r a n c i s c o o n t h e w a r v e s
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cab le was coming o f f t he w inch go ing down to a pu l l ey -

b e l o w t h e b e l l y o f t h e a i r p l a n e , I t ' d c o m e b a c k i n a n d

y o u ' d h o o k y o u r t a r g e t o n i t a n d d r o p i t o u t . I m m e d i a t e l y

i t w o u l d o p e n u p a n d s t a r t s t r i n g i n g o u t b e h i n d y o u ,

Yo u * d l e t o u t , y o u h a d b r a k e s o n t h i s w i n c h t o l e t o u t

w h a t e v e r ,

H , Yo u h a d s o m e b o d y e l s e w i t h y o u t o w o r k t h e w i n c h ,

D . O h y e a h . S o m e b o d y w o u l d h a v e t o o p e r a t e t h a t , Yo u * d l e t

o u t w h a t e v e r w a s r e q u i r e d o n y o u r t a r g e t ,

H , T h e l o n g e r t h e b e t t e r , h u h ?

D , W e l l , r e a l l y , i t w a s p r e t t y s a f e . W e n e v e r h a d a n y b o d y

s h o t d o w n . H a d a l o t o f t h e m s c a r e d . S o m e c a b l e s h o t o f f

a b o u t h a l f w a y b e t w e e n t h e t a r g e t a n d t h e a i r p l a n e ,

H , T h a t ' s g e t t i n g c l o s e e n o u g h t o s c a r e y o u ,

D , W e l l , w h e n y o u ' v e g o t m a y b e 1 5 0 0 t o 2 0 0 0 f e e t o f c a b l e o u t

between you and a target and there's a gunnery officer that

stands with each gun and to have a post stop on the guns

w h e r e t h e y c a n o n l y s w i n g s o f a r a n d w h e n t h e a i r p l a n e g e t s

clear of this post where theife's no chance of that gun gett ing

around to the p lane, we l l he jd te l l ' them to commence fir ing . ,

T h e y ' d h a v e t o t h e g u n b a c k t h e o t h e r w a y f r o m t h e p l a n e

t o p i c k u p t h e t a r g e t , s e e . W e ' d fl y o v e r s e v e r a l

d i f ferent gun pos i t ions and rad io contact w i th the ground crew,

fly over severa l gun pos i t ions and they were a l l shoot ing
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and come back up through those valleys. We would cut

across those 10-11,000 f t . S ierras wi th the h igh snow

dur ing cer ta in months of the year.

H. Did Mavis go out there with you or did she stay in Beaumont?

D . N o . S h e w a s w i t h m e .

H . S h e w o r k e d o n t h e b a s e o u t t h e r e ?

D. She wasn' t involved in any operat ions af ter we le f t Beaumont .

We rented a house up on the side of a mountaim , about 1,500

feet above San Jose. The house belonged to Savage Arms

Company. They were on a delayed stay in Mexico. We were
fortunate enough to get this house. It was about a split-
level house up on the side of this mountain with a big

picture window across the living room where you could look
out and see these apple orchards and peach orchards, see
San Jose, California. On a real clear day you could see

S a n F r a n c i s c o .

H. That was pretty good living, then.

D. Oh, we had it made out there! Really. And it wasn't much

hazardous other than things that were, situations that we

created ourselves, you know. Like crossing the Sierra

Nevada Mountains with all that snow. If you'd ever go
down there, the'd find you next summer.

H. You stayed out there and then what did they do? They closed

that base down on you, too? At San Jose?
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D . I t c l o s e d s h o r t l y a f t e r I l e f t , I f o r g e t t h e e x a c t m o n t h ,

but a t tha t t ime the Army v /as get t ing pre t ty deBpH3ra" t>e

o n t h e i r d r a f t s i t u a t i o n . B y t h e t i m e t h e w a r w a s o v e r

t h e y h a d a b o u t e x h a u s t e d a l l t h e p e r s o n n e l t h a t t h e y

c o u l d fi n d . T h e y w e i e j u s t h u n t i n g e v e r y b o d y . S o I fi n a l l y

g o t o n a d r a f t l i s t . I h a d t o c o m e b a c k f r o m C a l i f o r n i a

a n d b e i n d o c t r i n a t e d i n t o t h e A i r P o r c e i n S a n A n t o n i o .

W i t h r a y fl y i n g q u a l i fi c a t i o n s a n d m e c h a n i c a l q u a l i fi c a t i o n s ,

t h e y s e n t m e t o W i c h i t a F a l l s , Te x a s . To S h e p p a r d F i e l d .

I w a s g o i n g t h r o u g h m e c h a n i c t r a i n i n g . I s p e n t s e v e r a l

m o n t h s a f t e r t h a t i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s o n d i f f e r e n t b a s e s .

B i l o x i , M i s s i s s i p p i a n d T r u a x fi e l d i n W i s c o n s i n a n d

A m a r i l l o A r m y A i r B a s e a n d fi n a l l y I w o u n d u p o n a b o a t

g o i n g t o O k i n a w a . I g o t t o O k i n a w a . I w a s m a d e c r e w c h i e f

o n a B 2 9 . I s t a y e d o n O k i n a w a f o r n i n e m o n t h s . F i n a l l y

w a s s h i p p e d b a c k t o t h e S t a t e s f o r d i s c h a r g e ,

H. So you went f rom fly ing your own a i rp lanes to c rew-ch iefing

f o r s o m e b o d y e l s e .

D . Y e p ,

H. Any par t i cu la r reason why they d idn ' t make a p i lo t ou t o f

y o u ? A l i a i s o n p i l o t o r s o m e t h i n g ?

D . W e l l , I w a s r e a l l y t o o o l d . A n d a t t h a t t i m e t h e y d i d n ' t

need any more p i l o t s . They we re p re t t y we l l fi l l ed up a l l

t h e w a y a r o u n d . T h e F e r r y O o n m i a n d I w a s t o o o l d f o r

fi g h t e r p i l o t .
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u p a n y t h i n g t h a t y o u d i d i n t h i s a r e a ?

D . N o . T h a t w a s a b o u t i t .

H . Yo u ' v e g o t a r e a l i n t e r e s t i n g b a c k g r o u n d . A c t u a l l y y o u

w e r e o n a c t i v e d u t y f o r a l m o s t t h r e e y e a r s w i t h C A P.

D . Y u p . R i g h t a t i t .

H . T h e s e a r c h l i g h t t h i n g , G o i n g b a c k t o t h a t f o r j u s t a

m i n u t e . T h a t i n i t s e l f w a s p r e t t y h a z a r d o u s f r o m t h e

standpoint that i f you ever screwed up and looked at i t

you were in bad shape .

D . W e l l , t h e h a z a r d o u s p a r t o f t h a t w a s fl y i n g a h u n d r e d

m i l e s o f f s h o r e i n t h e t y p e o f a i r c r a f t t h a t w e w e r e u s i n g .

H . Yo u fl e w o f f s h o r e o n t h e s e a r c h l i g h t m i s s i o n s , t o o ?

D . N o . I m e a n o n t h i s a n t i - s u b m a r i n e p a t r o l .

H . B a c k t o t h e s e a r c h l i g h t m i s s i o n s , t h o u g h :

D . N o . W e d i d n ' t h a v e a n y o f f s h o r e .

H . I f y o u m a d e t h e m i s t a k e o f l o o k i n g a t t h o s e t h i n g s a t n i g h t

y o u w e r e i n p r e t t y b a d s h a p e , w e r e n ' t y o u ?

L . W e l l , y o u c a n ' t s e e a n y t h i n g , ' j fl i e n t h o s e l i g h t s h i t y o u

t h e o n l y t h i n g y o u c a n s e e i s y o u r i n s t r u m e n t s . Yo u ' l l

t u r n a r o u n d a n d g e t o u t m a y b e g o o n f o r 1 0 - 1 5 m i n u t e s t o

g e t o u t o f r a n g e w h e r e y o u l o s e y o u r l i g h t s a n d t h e y fi n a l l y

c u t ' m o f f o f y o u . T h e y ' l l t e l l y o u w h e r e t o c o m e i n a t
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what altitude. You'd come back in for another pass,

H. That's a relatively unexplored area of CAP active duty,
with the search light mission thing.

D. Yes. No one l iked that night flying on the search l ight

m iss ions . I t was a k ind o f an uncomfo r tab le s i t ua t i on .

The nighttime wasn't so bad, but when one of those lights
hit you, well, that was just it. You just had to get on

your gauges and get out far enough for them to lose you.

H. Yes, because that wiped out your...you still had to land
a n d t h a t d i d n ' t h e l p y o u r n i g h t v i s i o n a t a l l .

D. We had no problems on landing at night because we'd- all
had a lot of experience on night landings even before

the CAP. We would go out to the Municipal Airport at

maybe 10 - 11 o'clock at night and fly around for thirty
minutes and come in with no lights on the field. No lights
on the runways or anything.

H. That was not a l ighted field at all, was it?

D. No, it wasn't lighted at all. You'd go by the highway car

lights and the boundary lights and a few lights on the hangar.

H . P i ck you r spo t and pu t i t i n .

D. Yeah, Just kindafeel for the ground.

H. After you went in the Army and came back, did you stay flying?
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D . N o . B y t h a t t i m e I h a d s o l d m y a i r p l a n e . I l o s t o n e W a c o

r i g h t a t L a k e Ta h o e i n C a l i f o r n i a . H a d a y o u n g p i l o t fl y i n g

i t . H e c u t a c r o s s t h e S i e r r a N e v a d a M o u n t a i n s a n d h e g o t

a b o u t h a l f w a y a c r o s s a n d t h e e n g i n e s t a r t e d i c i n g u p

o n h i m . H e t u r n e d t h e m a n i f o l d h e a t e r o n . E v e r y t h i n g

w a s fi n e . F l e w a l o n g f o r a w h i l e . A n d h e t u r n e d t h e h e a t e r

o f f . F l e w a l o n g a l i t t l e f u r t h e r a n d i t s t a r t e d i c i n g u p

a g a i n . H e t r i e d t o p u l l t h e m a n i f o l d h e a t e r b a c k o n b u t

b y t h a t t i m e i t w a s t o o l a t e . A b i g r o t a r y v a l v e h a d

o p e n e d t h e e x h a u s t p o r t s i n t o t h e i n t a k e m a n i f o l d a n d i t

h a d f r o z e n u p . H e c o u l d n * t g e t i t o p e n . S o t h e e n g i n e

i c e d u p o n h i m . H e c r a w l e d b a c k i n t o t h e b a c k o f t h e a i r p l a n e

a n d s t a r t e d t o j u m p . I t w a s s n o w i n g . H e g o t t o t h i n k i n g a b o u t

h e m i g h t n o t b e 5 0 0 f e e t a b o v e t h o s e t r e e t o p s . H e w a s

fl y i n g a b o u t 11 , 0 0 0 f e e t . S o h e c r a w l e d b a c k u p i n t h e

f r o n t a n d d e c i d e d t h e b e s t t h i n g t o d o w a s j u s t t o s l o w

i t u p a l l h e c o u l d . A n d j u s t r i d e i t o u t . A s l u c k w o u l d

h a v e i t , h e h a d j u s t c r o s s e d a b l u f f a c r o s s L a k e Ta h o e .

A s y o u g e t a c r o s s t h a t t h e r e i s a b o u t 5 , 0 0 0 f e e t s t r a i g h t

down, a lmost a sheer b luff . He had crossed over that part
and he kept watch ing h is a l t imeter and i t kept get t ing

l o w e r a n d l o w e r a n d l o w e r . H e w a s e x p e c t i n g t o c r a s h a t

a n y m o m e n t . C o u l d n ' t s e e a n y t h i n g , j u s t m a y b e s o m e t i m e a

l i t t l e b i t j u s t s t r a i g h t d o w n , F i n a l l y t h e fi r s t t h i n g

h e k n e w w a s s o m e t r e e s g o i n g b y h i m o n b o t h s i d e s . H e fl e w

t h r o u g h a b u n c h o f t r e e s , n o t v e r y t h i c k , a n d i t t o o k t h e

w i n g s a n d p a r t o f t h e t a i l s e c t i o n o f f . H a d h e b e e n
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I h a d a f r i e n d w h o w a s o n a b a s e i n N e w J e r s e y w h o w a s

t r a n s f e r r e d f r o m C o a s t a l P a t r o l B a s e 1 0 i n B e a u m o n t .

He went to the New Jersey base.

H . ' i t f h o w a s t h a t ?

D . D u b J a c k s o n .

H . D u b J a c k s o n .

D . W e c o r r e s p o n d e d p r e t t y r e g u l a r l y, a n d s o m e w a y o r a n o t h e r

I k n e w t h a t s o m e b o d y o n t h a t b a s e h a d a W a c o f o r s a l e .

S o I c a l l e d h i m u p a n d g o t h o l d o f t h e m a n t h a t o w n e d i t

a n d f o u n d o u t a l l t h e d e t a i l s o n i t . I c a u g h t a n a i r l i n e r

a n d fl e w o u t t h e r e . F l e w t o N e w J e r s e y a n d p i c k e d u p

tha t a i rp lane and brought i t back .

H . B a c k t o S a n J o s e ?

D . B a c k t o S a n J o s e , a n d w a s s t i l l u s i n g i t a t t h e t i m e I

h a d t o l e a v e .

H . W h e n y o u c a m e b a c k h o m e a f t e r t h e w a r , y o u d i d n ' t fl y t o o

much then , o r wha t?

D . I d i d n ' t fl y a n y a f t e r I g o t b a c k h o m e . ' i V h i l e I w a s

o v e r s e a s I h a d a f r i e n d o f m i n e i n C a l i f o r n i a , o n t h e b a s e

o u t t h e r e , s e l l t h e a i r p l a n e s a n d I g o t o u t o f t h e

a i r p l a n e b u s i n e s s . I c a m e b a c k h o m e a n d i t w a s t i m e t o

s t a r t d o i n g s o m e t h i n g e l s e w i t h t h e f a m i l y .
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e q u i p p e d a n d c o u l d n ' t d o i t . S o t h e A r m y A i r C o r p s g o t

i n v o l v e d i n t o i t a n d c o n v e r t e d a l o t o f o b s e r v a t i o n

s q u a d r o n s a n d t r i e d t o d o i t w i t h o l d 0 4 7 ' s a n d t h i n g s

o f t h a t n a t u r e . T h e y d i d n * t d o a v e r y g o o d j o b a n d t h a t ' s

when the CAP came on board with their work. For your

in fo rmat ion and what i t ' s wor th , there 's some rea l

d ramat ic s ta t i s t i cs on what happened to the sh ip s ink ings

when CAP s tar ted fly ing coasta l pa t ro ls . They were

dropping ships off the East Coast three, four a day.
When CAP got to fly ing, the s ink ings jus t s tar ted s topp ing.

CAP doesn' t c la im credi t for s ink ing a lo t o f submar ines

o r a n y t h i n g b u t t h e y s u r e s c a r e d a b u n c h o f f .

D . I t h i n k t h a t w a s t h e m a i n e f f e c t w e h a d o n t h e m . I ' m s u r e

t h a t t h e y s u n k s o m e ( u n c l e a r )

The mouth of the Mississippi River out in the Gulf was

real ly a hot bed of them out there for a long t ime.
I w a s n ' t t o o f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e a c t i o n o n t h e E a s t C o a s t .

H. Well, the East Coast, of course, was the beginniffng bases.
But all of them were established between April and July.

The first one was at Atlantic City. I t was a thirty-day

t r i a l p e r i o d s t a r t i n g i n A p r i l o f ' 4 2 . O n c e i t w o r k e d

out, on the very first mission out of Atlantic City

( u n c l e a r ) a n d t h a t b u n c h a c t u a l l y w e r e
a part to rescuing a whole bunch of people that were on a

sunk tanker. And that proved the men right there.

F i f t e e n m i n u t e s i n t o t h e i r fi r s t fl i g h t t h e y s p o t t e d t h i s
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t h i s t a n k e r a n d a w h o l e b u n c h o f s u r v i v o r s a n d d i r e c t e d

t h e C o a s t G u a r d o u t t h e r e .

D . W e l l , I » l l b e d a r n e d !

H , T h a t p r e t t y w e l l s o l d C A P i n v o l v m e n t a t t h a t p a r t i c u l a r

p o i n t . W h e n t h e y s a w w h a t h a p p e n e d t o t h e s u b s , g e t t i n g

s p o o k e d o f f , t h a t r e a l l y l o c k e d t h e m i n . T h e y b u i l t i t

u p t o w h e r e I t h i n k t h e l a s t b a s e t h a t w a s e s t a b l i s h e d w a s

i n J u l y o f ' 4 - 2 a t B e a u f o r t , N o r t h C a r o l i n a ,

Tw e n t y o n e b a s e s i s a l o t o f b a s e s ,

D , O h , s u r e !

H, I think the peak manpower:'^ load was around 6,000 people

a n d t h a t ' s a l o t o f p e o p l e ,

D. I didn't realize there was that many,

H, No other way other than pat r io t ism could that th ing have

been accomp l i shed .


